
 

WCIX SIGN QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

July 1, 2015 – September 30, 2015 

 
WCIX programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 2nd quarter of 

2015: 

 

*Politics 

*Education 

*Crime 

*Health/Healthcare 

*Consumer Issues 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified 

community issues:  

 

LOCAL: 

Program Day Time 

The Morning Show Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 a.m. 

WCIA 3 News on WCIX Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 p.m. 

Capitol Connection Sunday 11:00 p.m.  

 

All of the above are locally-produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 

sports, including some issues-responsive reports, segments and multi-part series. 

 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Program Day Time 

Biz Kids$ Saturday 8:00-8:30 a.m. 

This Week in Agri-Business Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m. 

 

Biz Kid$ is a weekly half-hour series focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship for 

teens, targeting 13 to 16 year olds.  Using a mix of strong financial education tools, dynamic 

sketch comedy, and inspiring true stories of young entrepreneurs.  Biz Kid$ provides important 

information for future success.  Each episode features, math, language arts, and social studies as 

well as teaching teens about money and business 

 

If you are a farmer, rancher, involved in agribusiness…or just have a general interest in 

agriculture (like you enjoy eating), you will find something of interest on This Week In Agri-

Business.  

 

 Politics 

Budget Battle:  07/01/15; 7:03 p.m.; .34:  It’s the first day of a Government shutdown.  That 

has Democrats calling for bills to keep the state funded through this month.  The State Senate 

passed a bill to fund “essential services.”  That includes veteran’s homes, autism programs, a 



drug addiction services.  But the House didn’t pass an identical version of the bill.  Republicans 

say Democrats are only “kicking the can down the road” when it comes to passing a balanced 

budget.  Democrats say republicans have chosen to take benefits from the neediest in Illinois.  

Special Election:  07/06/15; 7:21 p.m.; .10:  The special election primary takes place tomorrow.  

As two Democrats and three Republicans try to fill former Congressman Aaron Schock’s seat.  

They are seeking a nomination in the 18
th

 Congressional District.  It encompasses parts of 19 

counties, including Sangamon, Logan and Menard.  After the voting booths close tomorrow 

night, they’ll be one candidate from each party left standing to face off in the General Election 

on September 10
th

.  

Obama, Iran Deal:  07/08/15; 7:08 p.m.; .32:  President Obama is holding a press conference 

tonight to defend yesterday’s landmark Iran Nuclear Deal.  The president says he hopes tonight’s 

press conference will convince skeptical Democrats that the deal is the best way to control Iran’s 

Nuclear Program.  Terms of the Agreement include ending the Arms Embargo against Iran.  In 

exchange Iran has agreed to limits on nuclear materials.  But Republicans say the deal’s terms set 

a dangerous precedent of American giving in to terrorist demands.  Congress has 60 days to 

review the terms of the agreement. 

Rauner RIPS:  07/21/15; 7:20 p.m.; .24:  The Governor isn’t happy with Lawmakers after they 

voted to give themselves a pay raise.  At a time when some state workers don’t know if they’ll 

even get paid.  Today Bruce Rauner criticized Speaker Mike Madigan for not stopping a nearly 

14 hundred dollar pay hike for Lawmakers.  That’s their first raise in seven years.  Today the 

Speaker said Democrats did not vote on a cost of living increase.  He said he’s unsure of 

Lawmakers pay status after Rauner vetoed a budget in May. 

Aaron Schock Court:  07/29/15; 7:25 p.m.; .22:  Former Congressman Aaron Schock appeared 

in a Federal Court in Springfield today.  It’s the stat of a two-day hearing, by tomorrow the court 

will determine whether he should be held in contempt for failing to comply with a judge’s order 

to produce campaign and congressional records.  The judge will decide next week whether 

sealed court records dating to June 13 in the Schock case should be made public. 

Clean Energy:  08/03/15; 7:16 p.m.; .68:   There’s another push to increase Renewable Energy 

in Illinois.  The Illinois Clean Job Coalition says the state needs to follow in the footsteps of 

President Obama’s Clean Power Plan.  The group is urging lawmakers and Governor Rauner to 

support two bills that would give the state an opportunity to cut carbon pollution and grow clean 

energy jobs.  The new standard passed by President Obama today calls for states to reduce 

carbon pollution from power plants by nearly 1/3 by 2030.  Encouraging them to switch from 

coal to renewable energy.  The Clean Jobs Coalition would improve standard to reduce 

electricity demand.  The group says it would create over 32-thousand jobs.  The bill could also 

save customers 1.6 billion dollars by 2030.  Saving households roughly 100 dollars a year.  The 

Federal Government has ordered that all states must develop plans that outline how they will 

control air pollution under the Clean Air Act.  Both pieces of legislation are still pending in the 

General Assembly. 

Decatur Mayor:  08/11/15; 7:08 p.m.; .21:   Decatur could soon have a new Mayor.  The City 

Manager says council members are expected to appoint Mayor Pro Tempore Julie Moore-Wolf 

to the post next week.  The vacancy left by the late Mike McElroy who died last month.  Moore-

Wolfe would serve until the next general election in spring 2017.  One appointed the council 

would need to fill Moore-Wolf’s vacant council seat. 

Capitol Connection:  08/21/15:  7:09 p.m.; .59:  Former Governor Jim Edgar is calling on State 

leaders to put political squabbling aside- and find comprise on developing a new state budget.  



Today WCIA 3 news recorded its first episode of Capital Connection.  The former Governor was 

our featured guest.  He says today’s budget standoff is a lot like some he faced as Governor.  

Edgar says he’s surprised Lawmakers haven’t been able to reach a compromise yet.  For more of 

that interview…we hope you’ll join us this Sunday morning.  We’re launching Capitol 

Connection… a half hour show dedicated to digging deep into political issues facing the state of 

Illinois.  It airs Sunday mornings at 10:30…following Face the Nation. 

Rauner Military:  08/24/15; 7:23 p.m.; .38:  The Governor did sign off on a promotion at the 

Illinois National Guard today.  Adjutant General Richard Hayes Jr. now holds the title of Major 

General.  Hayes has been deployed both here in the United States and abroad.  He led a battalion-

sized relief task force in New Orleans after hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  He says he’s excited for 

his new role and he can’t wait to get to work.  Hayes’ has spent 30 years in the U.S. Army and 

National Guard. 

Capitol Moves:  09/02/15; 7:23 p.m.; .69:  It was not a successful day for Democrats.  They 

took the stage hoping to over-ride several vetoes.  They couldn’t get enough “Yes” votes from 

Republicans for the most part.  But Representative Lou Lang was successful in overriding the 

Governor’s veto.  Democrats failed to pass several bills that attempted to override.  But with 105 

yes votes the Heroin Bill passed.  The section Rauner vetoed was for Medicaid to pay for 

addiction treatment without some of the cost saving mechanisms Rauner supports.  Republican 

leader Jim Durkin stood in support of the bill.  But he wasn’t the only one, 5 people opposed the 

override.  Heroin advocates showed up in the House to hear the vote.  They say today’s efforts 

will help save a life.  Now, the Senate will have the option to do the same in the coming weeks.  

If senators override Rauner, the plan becomes law despite his objections.  If the Bill doesn’t pass 

the Senate which comes back to work next week it will die. 

Budget Hearing:  09/08/15; 7:05 p.m.; .26:  The courts have ordered the state to make 

payments even without a budget.  But the Comptroller said the state hasn’t been able to make 

those payments on time without an agreement.  Lawmakers held a hearing this morning to talk 

about those past due bills.  The Comptroller’s office said last month there isn’t enough money to 

make payment on time.  The judge has chosen not to hold the Comptroller in contempt provided 

she make every effort to make payments as soon as possible. 

Durbin Transportation:  09/14/15; 7:04 p.m.; .35:  Federal Lawmakers are headed back to 

work tomorrow with the hopes to pass a long term highway bill.  Senator Dick Durbin was in the 

Capitol City today.  He’s pleading with Congress to pass the Senate’s 6 year transportation bill.  

Illinois gets about one and a half billion dollars a year for highways, roads and bridges.  The 

Drive Act increases funding from nearly 43 billion dollars to close to 50 billion by 2021. 

Capitol Session:  09/24/15; 7:05 p.m.; .72:  Police reform has been a huge topic throughout the 

country this year.  But state funding for that has stopped.  Meaning many cops are not receiving 

the training they need for the job.  Lawmakers succeeded in passing changes for the bill to fund 

police training.  But the proposal is being debated in the House right now.  And Lawmakers may 

not have all the votes to get it through.  Police around the state gave testimony today in the 

House Committee of the whole about cuts they face.  The State decided to stop funding for 

police traffic safety programs until a budget is signed.  So far this has caused the Association of 

Chiefs of Police to lay off eight people.  And 15 mobile training units around the state are 

cancelling training.  Law Enforcement say implementing mandates will be difficult without the 

funding.  Officers say the funds don’t come from the general revenue fund but fines from things 

like traffic tickets.  The House won’t be back in session until October 20
th

, and then November 

10
th

.  The Senate returns October 6
th

. 



PTI Impact:  09/28/15; 7:07 p.m.; .47:  The budget impasse could also impact law enforcement 

recruits.  Today is the first day of training for officers at the U of I’s Police Training Institute.  

They have 84 new members from all over the state.  The Director at PTI says they rely on tuition 

which comes indirectly from the state.  So without a budget they’re not getting the money they 

need.  He says they’ve already made big cuts in the past.  And hope they don’t have to again.  

The Director says they’re trying to be smart with the money they have but there’s still a lot of 

uncertainty.  He says there could be serious problems moving forward if a budget deal isn’t 

reached. 

 

  

 Education 

Education Ranks:  07/02/15; 7:22 p.m.; .20:  The Washington Post ranked some of the most 

challenging high schools in the country.  More than 70 are from Illinois.  None, though, from 

downstate.  Most are from Chicago or the surrounding suburbs.  The ranking is based on what 

the post calls the “Challenge Index.”  It looks at how many students take advanced placement 

courses.  And pass at least one college level test. 

Chancellor Degree:  07/10/15; 7:09 p.m.; .16:  The U of I Chancellor has a new degree tonight.  

Phyllis Wise received an Honorary Doctorate from University of Birmingham in England.  Dr. 

Wise was named Doctor of Science yesterday.  The ceremony happened in the University’s 

Historic Great Hall in front of hundreds of graduates and their families.   

EIU Cuts:  07/13/15; 7:12 p.m.; .34:  Layoffs have started at eastern Illinois University.  Even 

more jobs could be on the chopping block before the end of the month. About 40 people have 

been let go so far.  One June 30 EIU President David Glassman released a statement.  In it, he 

says budgetary challenges are largely caused by a drop in enrollment.  But they’re also getting 

less money from the state.  He goes on to say the school will have to decrease its budget by 

anywhere from 2.7 to 12.9 million dollars.  We reached out to EIU.  President Glassman is 

declining comment on the issue until the layoffs are complete.  Which should be at the end of the 

month. 

Tech Teachers:  07/24/15; 7:16 p.m.; .18:   Some science teachers spent their summers in the 

classrooms as students.  We’re keeping you tech savvy.  The Nanotechnology Research 

experience for teachers program at the U of I wrapped up today.  It gave teachers the chance to 

do experiments of their own.  And learn how to better teach stem-technologies to their students. 

DACC Farmland Lease:  07/28/15; 7:06 p.m.; .26:  Some students in Danville might not be 

spending as much time in the classroom.  Soon, Agriculture instructors could take students 

outside.  An area couple wants to lease about five acres of land to the College for free.  It’s just 

up the road from campus.  Kristy Herr and her husband Jerry Bartos say they’re not doing 

anything with it.  They want to see the land protected.  But don’t want it to be used for 

commercial farming.  They have a vegetable garden next to it, and they’re concerned pesticides 

could contaminate it.  So they say donating the land benefits everyone.  The college says it’ll be 

put to good use.  DACC says the land would serve more than one purpose.  The crops grown for 

educational purposes, could then possibly go to local food banks.  The board will vote tonight on 

whether to approve a lease agreement. 

State Snow Days:  08/04/15; 7:27 p.m.; .45:  A new pilot program aimed at using technology 

would eliminate snow days.  It’s called E-Learning.  Schooling done online at home when 

weather or other emergencies close school doors.  It would establish a 3 year pilot program 

which school districts can develop.  However one Superintendent says there’s no money in the 



budget to provide computer and other devices to students outside the classroom.  Advocates say 

the pilot program will determine the best strategies to implement online learning. 

Chancellor Watch:  08/10/15; 7:07 p.m.; .20:   The search for a successor to Chancellor Phyllis 

Wise starts this week.  The U of I Board of Trustees will meet Wednesday at the Urbana-

Champaign Campus.  This is a follow-up from your news leader.  The trustees are expected to 

appoint an interim Chancellor at the meeting.  Wise will step down on Wednesday.  She’s plans 

to stay at the U of I in a teaching position.   

Rail Research:  08/19/15; 7:07 p.m.; .51:   U of I Researchers opened a state of the art center.  

It’s called Rail Tec – the research and innovation laboratory.  There was a ribbon cutting 

ceremony for the new place.  It will be used to study rail safety.  The lab is located in Interstate 

Drive Research Park in Champaign.  People involved say it will not only benefit the 

University…but those in the rail industry.  The Assistant Secretary from the U.S. Department of 

Transportation came for the big day.  This is the only facility used for education like this in 

North America.  It took a year and a half to complete. 

U of I Online Learning:  08/26/15; 7:09 p.m.; .16:  The U of I is offering more free online 

classes.  This time you can take a financial evaluation and strategy course.  It’s one of dozens of 

classes the U of I is offering.  You can sign up for it and take this one for free.  Find a link to the 

site on illinoishomepage.net. 

Solar Ovens:  09/04/15; 7:15 p.m.; .52; Champaign students took advantage of today’s 

heat…by taking their science class outside.  Seventh graders at St. Matt’s made solar ovens out 

of pizza boxes.  They got to design them in groups adding aluminum foil, plastic wrap and other 

things like magnifying glasses.  The goal was to capture and hold as much heat as possible.  

Students left their s’mores in there for about a half hour tracking the temperatures every five 

minutes.  Of course the best part was at the end when students got to eat their s’mores.  They say 

it was fun watching the chocolate melt and seeing science at work. 

Springfield Campus:  09/08/15; 7:06 p.m.; .15:   The U of I’s Springfield Campus has the 

second-largest student body in its history.  Enrollment is up this fall to more than 54-hundred 

students.  They’re just 29-students short of last year’s record setting numbers.  This is the 6
th

 year 

the school has topped 5-thousand. 

Williams Day:  09/16/15; 7:05 p.m.; .53:  It was a special day in Urbana for some grade 

Schoolers as the man whose name is on their building paid them a visit.  That was just one of 

many chants kids yelled out at Dr. Preston Williams Junior Elementary School.  And why not, 

today was “Dr. Williams Day.”  And the man himself came out to talk about “perseverance” in 

the classroom.  Williams says it’s important for kids to understand their worth.  The school was 

recently renamed after Dr. Williams.  He served as a teacher, coach and superintendent.  

Interim Chancellor:  09/22/15; 7:20 p.m.; .82:   It’s not the job Barb Wilson imagined herself 

doing.  But now she’s in settling in as the top administrator on the flagship campus.  President 

Tim Killeen hand-picked her for the job last month when Phyllis Wise resigned.  Wilson’s not 

sure how long she will stay.  But she says she knows there’s work to do.  Wilson’s been working 

at the school since 2000.  Her original plan was to teach and do research in the College of Liberal 

Arts and Sciences.  She did that for a while focusing on the impact of media on children.  Then 

she became the Department Head worked in the Provost’s Office and ended up as the dean for L-

A-S.  Now she’s doing double duty as Dean and Interim Chancellor so Wilson says she’s 

working out a lot.  But when she’s not Wilson says she’s spending time with her family 

including someone who’s on campus with her.  Wilson says people have asked her why anyone 



would leave sunny California to move to Illinois.  Well, she is from Wisconsin so she says this 

feels almost like coming home. 

While she’s taking over as Chancellor Wilson is still working as Dean at L-A-S.  She plans to go 

back to that after University leaders pick a permanent Chancellor. 

EIU Special Meeting:  09/28/15; 7:04 p.m.; .70:  Eastern Illinois University’s new president 

addressed the campus community today.  It’s in reaction to some troubling trends when it comes 

to enrollment and money.  This was EIU President Glassman’s first state of the campus address 

since taking over the job this summer.  And he spoke about how quickly he changed the focus of 

his presidency once he saw the state of the budget.  The University began the year with a 13-

million dollar budget deficit.  He says it’s because it hasn’t been balanced appropriately in years 

past.  He addressed criticism that the hundreds of faculty and staff layoffs from over the past few 

months were not communicated clearly.  But says his hands were tied.  He also wouldn’t commit 

to no future cuts.  Possibly alluding to some in the classroom, saying the currently low student-

faculty ration is not sustainable.  He also says it’s too soon to tell if the budget will get balanced 

this year.  But he announced a “path to success” to help do that. 

 

 Crime 

Urbana Bank Robbery:  07/03/15; 7:03 p.m.; .45:  A Champaign man is spending his holiday 

behind bars.  He’s accused of robbing a bank this morning.  It happened at the First Federal 

Savings Bank in Urbana.  Police got to the bank around 9:30 this morning.  And the suspect was 

arrested about 10 minutes later.  29-year old Brian Bulliner is being charged with armed robbery.  

Police say he entered the bank with a handgun and demanded money.  Workers handed over and 

he hopped in a car and left.  Police caught him at a Champaign apartment building.  Three bank 

employees and a customer were inside at the time. 

Caught on Tape:  07/07/15; 7:06 p.m.; .31:    Police are investigating a string of car burglaries 

in Champaign.  30 in the past few weeks.  Tonight we have surveillance video of one of those 

would be crooks.  A man in the Sawgrass Subdivision checked his home security cameras when 

he heard about the crime spree.  He found what looks to be a teenager checking if the car is 

locked.  The burglaries started in the Cherry Hills Subdivision but have spread through 

Champaign.  Money, small electronics, and even the cars themselves have been stolen.  Anyone 

with information is sked to call Champaign Police. 

Jackson Death:  07/16/15; 7:05 p.m.; .28:   A Champaign man is dead after being shot earlier 

this week.  Now police are trying to find the shooter.  Terron Jackson was shot on Garden Hills 

Drive.  It happened on Monday night.  Police are still looking for the person responsible for the 

murder.  If you have any information contact the Champaign Police Department.  His family also 

needs help for a memorial service.  They’re collecting donations.  You can donate cash at any U 

of I Credit Union.  Tonight at ten you’ll hear from Jackson’s family about their loss. 

Decatur CC Fraud:  07/20/15; 7:06 p.m.; .21:  Macon County Deputies busted a Decatur 

woman they say is involved with a credit card scam.  She was arrested for theft.  Investigators 

say people would find credit card numbers online.  They sent the goods they bought illegally to 

her house on Fairview to be repackaged.  That way they could keep their hands clean.  This 

woman got free airfare, computer, and TV’s as incentive.  An Oklahoma City warehouse 

manager noticed a suspicious order and tipped off the Sheriff’s office.  

Trudeau Arrested:  07/27/15; 7:03 p.m.; .31:  A former U of I and NFL Quarterback was 

arrested for driving under the influence.  Jack Trudeau was arrested this morning in Zionsville, 

Indiana.  He was booked on several charges including operating while intoxicated, public 



intoxication and intimidation of a police officer.  Police said Trudeau was stopped by an officer 

around 10 last night near U.S. 421.  In 2007, Trudeau was arrested and charged with contributing 

to the delinquency of a minor after police said he hosted a graduation party for his daughter.  He 

was offered a plea agreement and paid a fine.  

Collier Court:  08/05/15; 7:23 p.m.; .20:  The accused murderer injured in a jailhouse brawl 

was in court today.  Brandon Collier will be represented by a Public Defender.  He’s charged 

with killing Terron Jackson last month.  We told you last week…while in jail, Collier was 

jumped by other inmates.  He was taken to the hospital, and is now back behind bars.  Collier 

will be back in court next month.  

Decatur Murders:  08/14/15; 7:07 p.m.; .68:  Police have a 19 year old in custody for one of 

the crimes that happened around 10 at night in the 200 Block of West Packard Street.  And the 

second after one-thirty this morning in the 1500 Block of East Walnut.  We know the victim on 

Packard Street was 18 year old Andre Brown, Jr.  Police say this was a drive-by shooting.  We 

now know police have a man in custody.  Police say the suspect says the shooting was accidental 

and he didn’t intend to fire the weapon.  The suspect is helping police re-cover the weapon.  

Brown was taken to the hospital and later died from gunshot wounds.  The other victim in the 

shooting on Walnut was 36-year old Timothy Norris.  No information has been given about 

where he was when he was shot.  He was also taken to the hospital for multiple gunshot wounds 

and later died.  People living in the community say the violence has got to stop.  Both men were 

from Decatur.  Police are still investigating the murder on Walnut.  Autopsies were scheduled for 

today.   

Mob Action:  08/17/15; 7:09 p.m.; .45:  Another fight broke out in Downtown Champaign this 

weekend.  This time, it was between bar-goers and police.  It happened in front of the Cowboy 

Monkey on Taylor Street.  Management there called the police Saturday night.  They needed 

help to removing a disruptive customer from the bar.  She and a large group of others resisted.  

Police shut down the street and had to use mace to help get the crowd under control.  Police 

arrested two people:  24 year old Sandra Lambert and 21-year old Dominick Mosely.  They were 

charged with resisting arrest and criminal trespassing. 

Hamm Court:  08/31/15; 7:06 p.m.; .27:  A Clinton woman accused of drowning her three 

children is back in court.  This is a WCIA 3 update.  Amanda Ware formerly Amanda Hamm…is 

fighting the state.  She spent five years in prison for child endangerment after her children 

drowned in Clinton Lake.  She had three more children with her new husband after she was 

released.  DCFS removed them from her home last year.  She’s trying to get them back.  

Witnesses from Ware’s 2006 trail are expected to take the stand this week.  

Baby Found Field:  09/02/15; 7:08 p.m.; .28:  A St. Joseph man accused of leaving his 

daughter to die is still not fit for trial.  Thomas Boitnott is the man police say left his daughter in 

a bean field in the middle of the night.  He was found to be unfit for trail in July.  Since then he’s 

been at a mental health center in Springfield.  Today the judge set the next court date for 

November.  They are waiting on a status report to see if he’ll be fit to stand trial.  Boitnott is 

charged with attempted murder, child abduction, and stealing a vehicle. 

Springfield Murder:  09/11/15; 7:07 p.m.; .18:   A domestic dispute turned deadly in 

Springfield.  Police say a man was killed by his father-in-law.  It happened in the 27-hundred 

Block of Poplar Avenue.  Police say a woman flagged them down and told them her husband had 

been shot by her father.  44-year old Timothy Palmer was arrested.  He’s being charged with the 

murder of Don Danely. 



Pharmacy Arrests:  09/18/15; 7:07 p.m.; .20:   Two people are behind bars after a burglary at a 

pharmacy.  31-year old Derek Forman and 29 year-old Krystal Forman, both from Normal, are 

facing burglary and drug related charges.  Police officers found the window of Eastland 

Pharmacy shattered and over 2,000 prescription pills taken.  An investigation led to the recovery 

of a large amount of the stolen pills Thursday. 

Rantoul Arrest:  09/23/15; 7:02 p.m.; .22:  A Rantoul man is in jail after battering his 

girlfriend’s toddler.  She’s now in a medically induced coma.  Police say Christopher Collins 

told them he was changing her diaper and “used more force than was needed.”  The hospital 

called the police about the baby’s injuries.  Collins was charged today with aggravated battery to 

a child.  She has a fractured skull, bleeding on the brain, and a broken wrist. 

Charleston Arrest:  09/29/15; 7:04 p.m.; .12:  Charleston Police have made an arrest for home 

burglary and robbery.  18-year old Ezra Evans was taken into custody for multiple charges.  

Police say he was also involved in a robbery on the EIU campus.  More charges could follow. 

 

 Health/Healthcare 

CUPHD Outbreak:  07/02/15; 7:05 p.m.; .46:  The number of Shigellosis cases has doubled in 

Champaign County.  It’s an update from your Local News Leader.  Health officials says there are 

now 40 cases in the area.  Just last week we reported the number to be half that.  Shigellosis is a 

bacterial infection spread through waste particles.  Symptoms include vomiting, fever, and 

bloody diarrhea.  Health officials say washing your hands is the best way to prevent the spread. 

Dr. Shortage:  07/07/15; 7:08 p.m.; .79:  If you’re looking for a doctor, you better look now.  

The Association of American Medical Colleges predicts that by 2020 there will be a shortage of 

doctors.  Reports says that the country could lose 90 thousand physicians in the U.S.  And a 

shortage of 130 thousand by 2025.  Doctors say they believe with the population growing, and 

baby boomers retiring…it could be difficult to get access to medical care.  They also say these 

numbers could have negative impacts on rural areas.  Steward says Illinois has done a great job 

in producing doctors, but the hard part is convincing them to work in rural areas.  Steward goes 

on to say the shortage would be mostly primary care physicians.  This could result in 

overcrowded emergency rooms. 

SIDS Legislation:  07/16/15; 7:21 p.m.; .62:  The cause of SIDS is unknown.  But now new 

parents will be more informed that it can happen.  Under new legislation, hospitals will soon 

send new parents home with a trusted tool to combat Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.  SIDS is 

the leading cause of death among babies between one month and 1 year of age.  The new law 

will ensure that materials on SIDS prevention be provided to parents.  It includes information 

from the American Academy of Pediatrics or a statewide or nationally recognized SIDS or 

Medical Association.  One parent tells us that her doctor provided her with great information, but 

in this situation there’s never too much.  The SIDS rate has dropped dramatically.  However, 

there are approximately 2,500 infants who die of SIDS every year in the U.S.  Advocates say the 

best thing for parents to remember is a baby sleeps safest alone on the back safe in a crib. 

West Nile:  07/23/15; 7:05 p.m.; .17:   The Macon County Health Department is warning 

people about West Nile.  Officials there have confirmation of almost 20 mosquito batches testing 

positive for the West Nile Virus.  These samples were collected by the Macon Mosquito 

Abatement District.  They were tested in Macon County then confirmed at the U of I. 

Carle Expansion:  07/31/15; 7:04 p.m.; .27:   Carle Hospital wants to expand its clinic on 

Curtis Road.  If approved by the state, the clinic would more than double in size.  And those 

renovations would cost them about 28-million dollars.  The hospital would recruit dozens of a 



new doctors to fill that space.  And relocate doctors from it Kirby Road location.  Some patients 

say they wouldn’t mind the change.  In its proposal, Carle says the project is necessary to meet 

increasing demand for services.  If the health facilities review board gives them the green light, 

construction could begin this fall, with a projected completion date in 2017. 

Mumps Shot:  08/06/15; 7:24 p.m.; .28:   More than a thousand U of I students took advantage 

of a free MMR Booster Shot.  The campus has been the center of a mumps outbreak.  The 

McKinley Health Center and CU Public Health Workers gave out the Boosters at the “ARC” on 

campus today and plan to do it again tomorrow.  They say students should get them as soon as 

possible since it takes a couple of weeks for immunity to build up.  Health leaders say they’re not 

recommending the Booster for the general community…just people who are on campus. 

Medical Marijuana:  08/11/15; 7:22 p.m.; .27:  Children who suffer from seizures will now 

have access to medical marijuana.  Those younger than 18 will need permission from a parent or 

legal guardian.  And they must get the drug through an adult caregiver.  They will also be 

required to receive approval from their own physician and second doctor.  Children may only 

obtain marijuana-infused products, such as food or liquid drops.  They are not allowed to get 

marijuana for smoking.  This is only for children who have seizure disorders. 

Senior Healthcare:  08/17/15; 7:19 p.m.; .37:   Senior Day at the State Fair is not all fun and 

games.  This was the talk of the seniors there…the Illinois Association of Community Care 

Programs got a letter last week saying payments will not be processed for employees as of July 

1
st
.  The move is impacting senior programs that tens of thousands rely on.  The Governor 

previously announced the move would cutoff 40-thousand seniors from the program.  That 

would force some to leave home and pay for nursing home care.  The letter also asked providers 

to continue normal operations, even if they’re not paid. 

Mumps Clinic at U of I:  08/26/15; 7:08 p.m.; .19:  More than 14-hundred people were 

vaccinated for mumps today on the U of I Campus.  Health officials gave out those shots for free 

today at the Illini Union. There are more than a hundred mumps cases statewide.  The vast 

majority of those are at the U of I.  If you missed today’s clinic, there will be another one 

tomorrow.  From 10-4 at the Illini Union. 

Back Pain:  09/01/15; 7:25 p.m.; .20:  A new study investigates the benefits of spinal 

manipulation for treating lower back pain.  The technique is used by chiropractors to move joints 

around by force.  Researchers found when it works it has immediate benefits.  But for some 

patients it brings no improvement at all.  They say the results show the complexity of back pain 

and the need for different approaches. 

Smoking:  09/07/15; 7:25 p.m.; .20:  A new study suggests high school students are using e-

cigarettes to vaporize pot, as well as nicotine.  It’s in your Med Center 3 tonight.  Yale 

Researchers tracking close to four thousand teenagers found many are vaping marijuana.  

Scientists say the lack of e-cigarette regulations and the fact that vaped pot is less detectable than 

smoked pot is cause for concern. 

Jump U of I:  09/14/15; 7:16 p.m.; .51:   Doctors and Engineers are looking for new ways to 

keep people safe and healthy.  About 200 people came out for this symposium.  It’s part of a 

partnership between the U of I and Peoria’s Jump Trading Simulation and Education Center.  

Doctors presented problems they’ve seen in the office and on the operating tables.  Then 

engineers took the stage.  They talked about technology they’re developing that doctors may be 

able to use.  Organizers say this started with many academic researchers last year.  Now it’s 

getting even bigger.  After the presentations doctors and engineers get to meet up and see how 



they can help each other.  This program started with a 50-million dollar push.  That money is still 

helping fund these collaborative projects. 

Allergy-Cure:  09/25/15; 7:14 p.m.; .71:   Doctors in Central Illinois say it’s been one of the 

worst allergy seasons they can remember.  But new medical advances could help your runny 

nose and itchy eyes.  If you have allergies you’re probably used to taking things like Claritin or 

Allegra.  Those can help for a while.  But new treatments could cure you of allergies all together.  

Prescription meds can desensitize you from the effects of things like ragweed or grasses.  For 

those two there are pills you can take to build up a tolerance.  The first time you do it has to be at 

a doctor’s office to make sure you don’t have any side effects.  But after that you can take it on 

your own.  Doctors say many people don’t even realize they have allergies but it’s worth taking 

care of.  There’s also an option where you can take a shot.  For those you can mix medicines so 

you can build up a tolerance against more than one thing at a time.  So when should you look 

into getting one of those treatments?  Doctors say it’s best to take the shots or prescription 

medicine that’s meant to cure you…while it’s not allergy season. That way it’ll be in your 

system by the time the season rolls around again. 

Detection:  09/29/15; 7:08 p.m.; .21:  New research finds breast cancer detection is not better 

with the help of computer.  Many doctors use computer-assisted detection when reading 

mammograms.  Previous research said the technology was like a second set of eyes.  But 

researchers at Massachusetts General Hospital looked at more than 625,000 mammograms and 

determined the technology made no difference in overall detection.    

 

 Consumer Issues 

Landfill Space:  07/01/15; 7:05 p.m.; .19:  Time is running out for landfills in Illinois.  Today 

the Illinois EPA released their annual report on Landfill capacity.  They say based on 2014’s 

volume of trash…Illinois landfills will be at capacity in 21 years.  In all Illinois has 39 active 

landfills.  Together they reported receiving 44 million cubic yards of garbage in 2014. 

Blue Cross Layovers:  07/10/15; 7:09 p.m.; .33:   Some people in Illinois are ending their work 

week…without a job to return to on Monday.  Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois laid off 60 

people at 8 of their locations:  those include Danville, Jacksonville, and 2 Springfield locations, 

Chicago, Marion, Rockford and Quincy.  The insurance provider employs nearly 11-thousand 

people in Illinois.  Blue Cross Shield has 528 other jobs open throughout the state.  Spokesman 

Michael Deering says they’ve made those opportunities known to the employees they’ve let go.  

They were also offered severance packages.  The Company isn’t sure if more layoffs are to 

come. 

24 Cent Gas:  7/17/15; 7:14 p.m.; .20:  Gas prices have dropped since the 4
th

 of July.  But not 

as much as they did at one Champaign station today.  Cars were bumper to bumper off of North 

Neil Street after a computer error had gas at 24-cents a gallon.  People stood in line until 

someone at the Super Pantry was able to make the change.  Even after it was corrected the 

parking lot remained packed. 

Mitsubishi Closing:  07/24/15; 7:07 p.m.; .26:   About a thousand people are losing their jobs at 

Mitsubishi is closing down its car plant in Normal.  A company spokesperson said the carmaker 

is ending production in the U.S. to focus on Asian markets.  The plant opened in 1988, lured by 

$249 million in state and local subsidies.  It was originally a joint venture between Mitsubishi 

Motors and Chrysler.  The Normal Economic Development Board, Normal’s Mayor, and Union 

Representatives couldn’t be reached for comment.  



Tourism Numbers Down:  07/30/15; 7:07 p.m.; .27:   The state saw a jump in tourism last 

year.  But it turns out most of the historic sites in the Springfield area saw a decrease in visitors 

for that same period this year.  Take a look at these attendance numbers from the first half of 

2015.  They show a decrease in visitors to Lincoln’s New Salem State Park, the 16
th

 President’s 

Tomb and even the old State Capitol where he practiced law.  The Abraham Lincoln Home 

National Historic Site is the only location to see an increase in traffic. 

Ameren Upgrades:  08/06/15; 7:11 p.m.; .39:  Power outages may never be a thing of the past 

but, Ameren Illinois looking to make sure they don’t happen as often.  The Power Company is 

investing more than eight million dollars in Champaign, Ford and Vermilion County.  They’re 

adding a smart device that works to eliminate power outages.  Ameren officials have already 

been testing them out in Champaign.  The company bought twenty-eight devices.  Those will be 

placed in bigger cities first but eventually they’ll be all across Central Illinois. 

Kraft Cuts:  08/13/15; 7:04 p.m.; .26:  The Company announced the layoffs this week.  A 

spokesperson from the company says.  Kraft has come up with a new streamlined structure that 

eliminates duplication and allows for faster decision making more accountability and growth.  

25-hundred workers have been eliminated across the U.S. and Canada.  The company will not 

release how many people were cut from the Champaign Plant.  But we do know cuts were made 

there.  They are offering severance benefits and outplacement services.  The company says these 

actions will better position the company for future growth.  Also drive savings to be reinvested. 

Uber Background:  08/21/5; 7:23 p.m.; .53:  Uber is a popular way for people to get around 

town.  But how much do you really know about who’s driving you?  The app-based car sharing 

service is in trouble in California.  Prosecutors there say the background check system failed to 

catch 25 drivers with criminal backgrounds.  That included a convicted murderer.  And they say 

the system needs to be more thorough throughout the country.  Anne Taylor is an Uber rider and 

driver in Champaign.  She says while the company can always do more.  It’s also important for 

riders to do their part to use the service safely.  You can see the driver’s picture and car type 

when you request the ride.  Uber launched in Central Illinois this past spring. 

Seat Boat Closing:  08/25/15; 7:09 p.m.; .40:  A popular Champaign restaurant is closing after 

20 plus years in business.  The owners of Seaboat on Kirby Avenue say they’re going to retire.  

They tried to sell the business and had several offers.  But couldn’t reach an agreement.  The 

owner says it’s been a pleasure serving the community and thanks for the years of support.  But 

regulars are sad to see it go.  Your last chance to eat at Seaboat is Sunday. 

Manpower Jobs:  09/04/15; 7:14 p.m.; .40:  People looking for work in Champaign County 

could be in luck.  Manpower has posted multiple jobs they need filled.  These are for both 

manufacturing and warehouse positions.  There are about 25 posted now.  And Manpower 

officials say it’s an up and down market.  More information can be found on their website.  They 

also are using social media to get the word out. 

Moe’s:  09/10/15; 7:20 p.m.; .29:  A new place to eat opened its doors in Champaign.  Moe’s 

Southwest Grill is in the new strip mall on Neil Street.  Construction started this summer but 

weather delayed their plans.  Today the first customers were served.  And owners say they’re 

glad to see people enjoying the new spot.  The first fifty customers received free burritos for a 

year.  And the line was out the door when the restaurant opened.  

Snap Benefits:  09/15/15; 7:20 p.m.; .43:  Some people are upset with the State’s distribution 

schedule for food stamps.  A new law allows more people to apply for food stamps and some 

stores shelves are harder to stock and less employees are working.  Since 2013 The Department 

of Human Services changed the date when food stamps can be distributed.  Right now more than 



2million people in Illinois get their benefits on or before the tenth of the month.  The new law 

and change in dates has created an influx of shoppers the first two weeks of the month.  Illinois 

Retail Merchants Association says it’s unfair to employees and grocers across the state.  The new 

law would increase eligibility for Illinoisans earning 165 percent of the federal poverty level and 

extent it to households with an elder or disabled person. 

Cat Cuts:  09/24/15; 7:04 p.m.; 17:  Caterpillar announced its cutting more jobs.  As many as 5-

thousand more layoffs are expected over the next few years.  And some 20 manufacturing 

locations could close down.  It’s all part of the Company’s plan to slash its yearly operating costs 

by 1.5 billion dollars. 

More Cat Layoffs:  09/30/15; 7:00 a.m.; .20:  More Caterpillar employees are being laid off.  

Company officials notified 230 production employees at it East Peoria Facilities this afternoon.  

The layoffs will begin October 12
th

.  Caterpillar will provide assistance to those in need.  While 

this is separate from the restructuring and layoffs announced last week, it is the result of the same 

problem, market conditions. 

 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WCIX broadcast 

public service announcements related to the following issues:   

 

 Education– No Text-Safe Auto 

Health/Healthcare– “Funky Chicken” Food Safety Education-AARP Care Giving  

Consumer – Illinois Army National Guard-Fire, Flood, Storm 

Children/Youth-Father Hood Involvement-Tea Pot, Change the World 60 Values.org 

Employment-EEO Job Postings Notification/Children’s Programming Notification 
 

 

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 

 

 


