
 

WCIX SIGN QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

October 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015 

 
WCIX programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 4
th

 quarter of 

2015: 
 

*Politics 

*Education 

*Crime 

*Health/Healthcare 

*Consumer Issues 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified 

community issues:  

 

LOCAL: 

Program Day Time 

The Morning Show Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 a.m. 

WCIA 3 News on WCIX Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 p.m. 

Capitol Connection Sunday 11:00 p.m.  

 

All of the above are locally-produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 

sports, including some issues-responsive reports, segments and multi-part series. 

 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Program Day Time 

Biz Kids$ Saturday 8:00-8:30 a.m. 

This Week in Agri-Business Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m. 

 

Biz Kid$ is a weekly half-hour series focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship for 

teens, targeting 13 to 16 year olds.  Using a mix of strong financial education tools, dynamic 

sketch comedy, and inspiring true stories of young entrepreneurs.  Biz Kid$ provides important 

information for future success.  Each episode features, math, language arts, and social studies as 

well as teaching teens about money and business 

 

If you are a farmer, rancher, involved in agribusiness…or just have a general interest in 

agriculture (like you enjoy eating), you will find something of interest on This Week In Agri-

Business.  

 

 Politics 

Frerichs IL. Budget:  10/02/15; 7:14 p.m.; .21:  State Treasurer Michael Frerichs is sending a 

warning of his own to the Governor and other Lawmakers.  He says the budget situation is 

getting so dire his office may have to sell off billions in the state’s investment accounts to make 



ends meet.  He’s considering releasing some 10-billion dollars which he says would lead to a 

loss of investment earnings and principal. 

No McCarthy:  10/08/15; 7:10 p.m.; .22:  Kevin McCarthy withdrew his name from 

consideration as candidate to be the next Speaker.  The move stunned his fellow 

Republicans…including outgoing Speaker John Boehner.  Experts say McCarthy would have 

received support from 90 percent of House Republicans.  The decision upends a race that now 

has no clear front-runner.  Current Speaker Boehner is scheduled to leave Congress at the end of 

the month. 

Rauner-Chicago:  10/13/15; 7:05 p.m.; .29:  Governor Rauner said today the state should sell 

the downtown Chicago building housing Illinois Government offices.  The 16-story Thompson 

Center is 30 years old and needs repairs.  Rauner says selling the building and moving state 

workers could save taxpayers as much as 12 million.  

Congress Spending:  10/22/15; 7:06 p.m.; .40:  Congress has set stricter rules on how they can 

spend their tax allowances.  It’s a change that comes after former Congressman Aaron Schock 

spent more than 40 thousand dollars to redecorate his office like the set of “Downton Abbey.”  

The rules require lawmakers to get written approval before buying any office furnishing that cost 

more than 5 thousand dollars.  They also prohibit lawmakers from using their allowances to pay 

for private flights unless they get permission.  Congress also cannot get mileage reimbursements 

on vehicles owned or leased through their political campaign or party. 

Lobby Dollars:  10/28/15; 7:05 p.m.; .28:  Wining and Dining Lawmakers has paid off.  At 

least in the Springfield area.  We’re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The Secretary of 

State Office shows lobbying groups in the state have spent more than one point 2 million dollars 

so far.  That’s on things like food and entertainment for Legislators.  The spending numbers are 

reported by individuals and groups that re required to register as lobbyists in the state.  Experts 

believe continuous session and the new administration played a factor on the increase. 

National News-Headlines: 11/06/15; 7:07 p.m.; .21:  President Obama announced the 

controversial Keystone X-L Pipeline Project is dead.  It’s in our National News Headlines 

tonight.  He says the pipeline would not serve the National interest of the U.S.  Republicans are 

already criticizing the decision and are vowing not to give up on building the pipeline.  The 

project could be revived if a Republican wins the White House in 2016.  

Democratic Debate:  11/13/15; 7:06 p.m.; .34:  Democrats are set to square off in their second 

debate tomorrow night.  Viewers can submit questions for the candidates on twitter.  Just tweet it 

out using the #demdebate.  You can watch the debate on WCIA. 

Refugees Rauner:  11/16/15; 7:18 p.m.; .18:  Governor Rauner has announced the State won’t 

accept new Syrian Refugees.  The statement comes after the terrorist attacks that hit Paris Friday.  

Rauner reminded people that while Illinois has a history of providing a safe haven to those 

displaced by conflict…he also has to think of the safety and security of Illinois citizens. 

Candidate Filings:  11/23/15; 7:07 p.m.; .14:  Today was the first day candidates could file to 

be on the March Primary Ballot.  Candidates have until 5:00 p.m. next Monday to file.  The 

County Clerk’s Office will be closed this Thursday and Friday for the holidays.  The election 

will be held on March 15
th

.  

Clerk Construction:  12/03/15; 7:18 p.m.; .49:  Starting in the spring, people in Champaign 

County man not have to wait so long to vote.  We’re Your Local Election Headquarters.  The 

voting area at Brookens is going to be expanded.  Champaign County Clerk Gordy Hulten says 

they’ll knock down a few walls in the voting area to make more space.  As many as 30 or 40 

people will be able to vote at one time.  Hulten says long lines during last year’s fall election 



made this a pressing issue.  They’ll also update the space so it’s more ADA compliant.  The 

project is expected to cost about 40-thousand dollars but it’ll be done in house with county 

resources.  Hulten says they plan to be done with construction by February so people can start 

early voting for the primaries. 

State Money:  12/07/15; 7:05 p.m.; .35:  Low-income families will also get help paying their 

electric bills and lottery winners will soon get paid.  The bill passed the Senate today 

unanimously.  The bill frees up billions of dollars for local governments.  Including 77 million 

for 911 call centers and 31 million to IDOT to purchase road salt.  Both Democrats and 

Republicans agree that this bill was a step in the right direction even though there is still no 

budget heading into the New Year.  The House and Senate will not return to Springfield until the 

New Year.  Senate is scheduled to meet again on January 13
th

. 

Rush Latest:  12/14/15; 7:03 p.m.; .50:  Community members are calling for a Champaign 

Officer to resign and face criminal charges…and they’ll make those demands heard at 

tomorrow’s city council meeting.  That’s where council members will vote on settling the second 

of three excessive force lawsuits against Matt Rush.  They’ll decide whether to payout 225 

thousand dollars.  People want the State’s Attorney to charge him with assault.  Julia Rietz says 

she takes this seriously.  She’s considering a special prosecutor to look at the case…and decide 

on whether charges will be filed.  There will be a march from the police department to the city 

council.  It starts at 6:15 p.m. 

Debrief Lost Jobs:  12/22/15; 7:23 p.m.; .51:  Illinois lost more than 12,000 manufacturing jobs 

this year.  Experts say jobs are moving out of State, often just across state lines into Indiana.  

Illinois continues to deal with much higher workers’ compensation rates than its neighbors.  

People in the industry say that has spurred a slow march out of the state for years.  But now with 

no budget for six months, they say some companies are freezing hiring or laying off people 

because of the uncertainty across the state.  Business owners haven’t been able to plan for the 

New Year because of all the unknowns.  They don’t know if taxes are going to rise…or if there 

will be any reforms to policies like Workers comp.  People I spoke to say confidence has 

dropped as a result of the inaction in Springfield.  

Breakout:  12/30/15; 7:19 p.m.; .15:  Senator Dick Durbin is backing up President Obama in 

more reforms to track social media use.  The Obama Administration is pressuring tech 

companies to help fight terrorism using social media.  Another push Durbin is looking into 

banning anyone on the no-fly list from buying guns.  

 

  

 Education 

EIU Budget:  10/02/15; 7:17 p.m.; .20:  Several Lawmakers are gathering at EIU to discuss 

how the budget impasse is impacting higher education.  A committee by State Senator pat 

McGuire will hold a hearing on Monday in Charleston.  It’s one of four that have been held 

around the state.  Representatives from EIU, Illinois State, Lakeland College and DACC will 

also be there.  It’ll start at 10:30. 

New School Law:  10/06/15; 7:15 p.m.; .39:  A new law will grade school districts across the 

State…this school rating system is based on a zero to 100 percent grading scale.  We talked with 

many superintendents over the phone who are not quite familiar with the new law.  But the 

proposal was created by educators.  Vision 2020 pushed the law that was signed by the Governor 

in late July.  The proposal would categorize schools or school districts as “exemplar”, 

“proficient”, “needs improvement” or “unsatisfactory” based on their score.  School climate, 



classroom cleanliness and range of “professional practices” aimed at improving schools will 

account for 70 percent of a score.  Student performance and academic progress measures, 

including test scores and graduation rates, will determine the other 30 percent.  The scores will 

also include state exam scores and graduation rates. 

UIS Hiring Freeze:  10/15/15; 7:05 p.m.; .18:  All three U of I Campuses aren’t hiring, unless 

the position is absolutely needed.  Public universities have not received their money from the 

state because there’s no budget.  The Chancellor at UIS says come next semester she doesn’t 

know what the universities are going to do. So right now, employment is one area where they 

can stall. 

Unit 4 Race Concern:  10/19/15; 7:15 p.m.; .48:  The Champaign School Board is considering 

another ballot question.  But it’s not another Referendum.  We’re your Classroom Connection.  It 

would be an “Advisory Referendum Question.”  The school board would use it to learn more 

about where people stand on changes to Central High School.  It’s a way to get feedback from 

voters.  But they don’t have to make any decisions based on the outcome of that vote.  At 

tonight’s special meeting, Unit 4 Attorney Tom Lockman will give the board more information 

on how to get the question on the ballot.  From there, they’ll decide if it’s something the board 

wants to pursue. 

School Testing:  10/27/15; 7:18 p.m.; .43:  Many parents and teachers say students are being 

tested too much.  Now President Obama agrees.  His administration is calling for limits on 

testing in schools.  According to a study by the Great City Schools, the average student will take 

about 112 standardized tests from kindergarten through 12
th

 grade.  Most teachers agree there 

needs to be standards, but say it’s gone too far.  Obama would like to cap an assessment so no 

child would spend more than 2 percent of classroom instruction taking tests. 

Carle Agreement:  11/02/15; 7:17 p.m.; .15:  The new U of I Med School is one step closer to 

becoming a reality.  The University and Carle Hospital finalized the terms of their agreement.  

Leaders met last week to talk about working together and setting their policies for overseeing the 

way the school will be run. 

Adult Education Program Cuts:  11/12/15; 7:05 p.m.; .20:  Hundreds of students working 

toward a college degree might have to cut their education short.  Decatur’s Adult Education 

Program may have to close at the end of the year.  Because the state doesn’t have a budget.  The 

Program offers free classes for students who meet certain requirements.  It helps students earn 

their GED and further their education in college. 

Journalism Kids:  11/18/15; 7:14 p.m.; .50:  A group of students at Charleston High School are 

working toward a future in broadcast journalism.  We’re keeping you connected to the 

classroom.  You’re looking at the staff at Trojan News.  Students meet during the week to work 

on a monthly newscast.  It airs on WEIU and the high school website.  The students have a green 

screen, cameras and a teleprompter.  Their teacher Ms. Drake used her own money to buy some 

of the equipment.  The club started with only seven to ten kids but its growing.  Now the teacher 

has the ok to offer and audiovisual class next school year.  She’s waiting on final approval from 

the school board. 

Professor of the Year:  11/23/15; 7:23 p.m.; .51:  An Illinois Professor made the top grade in a 

national competition:  Mats Selen is the Outstanding Doctoral and Research Universities 

Professor of the Year.  He teaches physics at the U of I.  But you might also remember him as 

our WCIA “Why’s Guy.”  He appeared on a science segment on our morning show for more 

than 10 years.  He says he shares the credit with the department, and this award motivates him 

for a great next semester.  He’s started several programs outside his own classroom, including 



teacher training classes and an online science Q & A database for kids.  Selen joined the U of I 

Physics Department in 1993. 

Urbana School Change:  12/02/15; 7:28 p.m.; .42:  The Urbana School District wants your 

help to improve their schools.  They’re asking families what they can do to offer the best 

education.  Over 900 people responded to the first “Though Exchange Engagement.”  People 

answered open-ended questions about schools in the district.  They then voted online for the 

responses they liked best.  One parent says he’d like kids to get more hands-on learning 

experiences.  Over 900 contributed to the survey.  Next week the District will look at the results.  

And the District will decide what they need to do moving forward.  

Cerro Gordo Schools:  12/08/15; 7:07 p.m.; .29:  One Piatt County School District is looking 

into new ways to fix up old buildings.  We’re your Classroom Connection.  Cerro Gordo Junior 

High was built in the fifties.  The High School in 1929.  Now, they’re exploring state 

construction bonds.  Those are a way to take out loans for repairs at a lower interest rate.  The 

school board has formed a special committee to work with their architect.  Together, they’ll 

decide what if any renovation projects the district needs.  They have until January 15 to apply for 

the bonds. 

School Future:  12/14/15; 7:04 p.m.; .50:  Voters in Monticello could see another school 

referendum in March.  We’re keeping you Connected to the Classroom.  School leaders will 

meet on Wednesday to vote on a resolution.  If it gets the final go ahead the district will ask the 

community to support a new high school.  The 41-million dollar building would be built near the 

middle school.  Students we talked to say they would love a new school.  In a survey earlier this 

year 81 percent of students said they wanted the District to build a new school.  A similar survey 

went out to homeowners.  Nine hundred people responded 62 percent of them say they will 

support a new school. 

Map Grant Funding:  12/22/15; 7:06 p.m.; .41:  Some college students can breathe a little 

easier when heading back to school next semester.  The nine public universities in the state 

agreed to once again cover the cost of map grants.  The State still has no budget which means it 

can’t fund them.  Experts say it was a good decision for campuses is to pay for them so they 

don’t lose enrollment and their federal funding.  If the state does not come up with a budget for 

the fiscal year….the students will have to pay the school back for funding grants. 

War Museum:  12/30/15; 7:17 p.m.; .39:  The War Museum in Danville will soon have more to 

offer.  They will be closed in January to work on new exhibits.  During that time they plan to set 

up new displays and change things around.  Volunteers say the Civil War Era is one of the most 

popular spots of the museum.  And they want to take out what they have in storage and put it on 

display.  They’re expected to finish and be open the first week of February.  They want to remind 

people to donate any war artifacts they may have, instead of throwing them out. 

 

 

 Crime 

Bank Robbery Update:  10/01/15; 7:04 p.m.; .31:  Now an update for you on a bank robbery in 

Urbana.  Today Timothy Foster and Jonathan Wiley appeared in Champaign County Court.  

They’re in for yesterday’s armed robbery at Central Illinois Bank on North Cunningham.  Police 

say the two men walked with guns, demanded cash, and took off.  Each is charged with armed 

robbery.  Bond has been set at 250-thousand dollars for each.  If convicted the men could serve 

anywhere from 21-to 45 years in prison.  Both are due back in court in November.  A third 

suspect Larry Martin is due in court on a later date. 



Danville Shooting Investigation:  10/07/15; 7:06 p.m.; .21:  Danville Police are investigating a 

shooting from last night.  It happened near the intersection of Robinson and Townsend.  Police 

were called out to 300 West Fairchild around 8:00 p.m.  That’s where they found an 18 year old 

man with a gunshot wound.  He is in stable condition.  If you know anything about this you’re 

urged to call Crimestoppers at the number here on the screen. 

Cyber Court:  10/15/15; 7:04 p.m.; .17:  An ex-boyfriend is accused of cyber stalking a U of I 

student.  Omar Rodriguez is charged with several felonies.  His girlfriend told police she broke 

up with him.  Police say he stole her phone and sent texts from it…including a naked picture of 

the victim.  He also locked his own phone when police tried to search it. 

Assault-Garza-Lopez:  10/19/15; 7:08 p.m.; .23:  A Champaign County man is facing charges 

for threatening a cab driver with a gun.  Police say Luis Garza Lopez pointed a loaded gun at a 

cab driver who’d pulled over after noticing Garza-Lopez arguing with his girlfriend.  Police say 

the cab driver sped away when Garza-Lopez pulled out the gun.  Rantoul Police later tracked the 

suspect to his home and arrested him.  Garza is due back in court later this month. 

DUI Arrest:  10/26/15; 7:08 p.m.; .20:  A Danville man was hit and killed by a car and police 

say they’ve found the man who did it.  37 year old Jason Roberts has been charged with 

aggravated DUI causing a death.  Police say Roberts hit 46-year-old Robert Collins with his car 

and killed him.  It happened just after 2 a.m. Thursday on Brian Street in Danville. 

Coles Knife Fight:  11/04/15; 7:08 p.m.; .24:  Several people in Coles County have been 

arrested and charged with mob action.  Charleston Police, with the help of several other 

departments took seven people into custody after a fight broke out at the “Panther Paw.”  The 

fight happened October 10
th

.  Police say it broke out around 2:00 a.m.  Three people were treated 

at the hospital for knife wounds.  Authorities say they are trying to track down more people who 

were involved. 

Guilty:  11/11/15; 7:06 p.m.; .22:  An Iroquois County man will spend 50 years behind bars for 

killing a gas station clerk.  Authorities arrested Andrew Condon more than three years ago for 

the crime.  A jury found him guilty after his trail in August.  Authorities say Condon was upset 

with Jonathan Rubin after he refused to sell him a pack of cigarettes.  Investigators say he came 

back to the gas station alter that day and shot him. 

Murder for Hire:  11/20/15; 7:07 p.m.; .17:  An inmate in the Pickneyville Correctional Center 

has been charged with murder for hire.  State police say 50-year old Jon Mettler tried to hire 

another person to kill his ex-wife from jail.  He is currently serving a 15 year sentence for 

presidential burglary.  He could get another 70 years added to that sentence. 

Zimmerman:  11/24/15; 7:03 p.m.; .18:  A man accused of killing his ex-wife last year, is out 

of jail for the first time since his arrest.  Kirk Zimmerman was arrested in July for the murder of 

Pamela Zimmerman, she had been shot four times in her Bloomington office last year.  The 

Zimmerman’s divorced in 2012.  His bond was 2-million dollars and he paid the ten percent. 

Bank Robberies Update: 12/01/15; 7:06 p.m.; .25:  Champaign Police are trying to find out 

who’s behind two different bank robbery calls in the last day.  But they don’t think they are 

related.  They were called to a robbery at First Midwest Bank on Springfield Avenue.  That was 

around 9:30 Monday morning.  Later in the afternoon, they reported an attempted bank robbery 

at the Midland Bank, also on Springfield Avenue.  Anyone with information on the robbery or 

attempted robbery, is asked to call Champaign Police. 

Decatur Park Vandals:  12/07/15; 7:21 p.m.; .31:  Police at the Decatur Park District are still 

looking for whoever vandalized one of their parks.  It happened at South Shores Park on South 

Franklin Street.  Workers were replacing a concrete pad near the pavilion.  Park officials say 



workers left for about an hour.  They came back to find footprints and what appears to be 

someone’s nickname.  It could cost the Park District 5 to 10 thousand dollars to repair it.  If you 

know anything about what happened call the number on your screen.  And if your tip leads to an 

arrest you’ll get a 5-hundred dollar cash reward. 

Brown Court:  12/17/15; 7:05 p.m.; .17:  Police arrested a man they say is connected to two 

shootings in Champaign.  20-year old Shaundrell Brown was in court today.  The crimes were 

last month within a mile of each other.  In each a man was shot and had to be taken to the 

hospital.  U.S. Marshals worked with Champaign Police to track him down. 

Champaign Death:  12/22/15; 7:07 p.m.; .21:  Champaign Police are investigating a death at a 

University Apartment Building.  It’s on South Third Street.  Police were called to the back 

parking lot of the complex.  They found 21-year old Depchanshu Chatterjee inured laying on the 

ground.  He later died of his injuries.  Police are investigating whether his death was suicide or 

accidental.  He was a senior at the U of I. 

DUI:  12/28/15; 7:06 p.m.; .19:  An Urbana man is facing DUI charges after two weekend 

crashes.  60-7ear old John Little was arrested.  His charges include leaving the scene and driving 

without insurance.  The first crash happened at First and Kirby in Champaign.  Little collided 

with another car.  The second crash happened in the 2600 Block of South Philo Road Saturday. 

 

 

 Health/Healthcare 

Mumps Cases:  10/02/15; 7:06 p.m.; .24:  There are now 200 confirmed mumps cases in 

Illinois.  Health officials say the virus has infected several people connected with two high 

schools in Normal.  The cases are linked to Normal West and University High Schools.  The 

McLean County Health Department is sending letters to students, faculty and staff who have had 

contact with anyone infected.  The State’s outbreak has centered on the U of I campus, where 

134 cases have been confirmed. 

Medical Marijuana:  10/07/15; 7:09 p.m.; .22:  A list of new conditions were added to the list 

to receive medical marijuana.  The advisory board met today to consider 8 aliments after the 

Governor originally rejected 11.  The Board added autism, chronic pain syndrome, post-

traumatic stress syndrome, and three other pain conditions to the list of illnesses that can be 

treated by marijuana.  The Illinois law already lists 39 conditions and diseases. 

Cancer Diets:  10/13/15; 7:20 p.m.; .21:  New research shows, Cancer survivors often have 

poor diets.  The study found, cancer survivors consumed less fiber and more empty calories 

compared to people with no history of the disease.  Researchers say Cancer survivors are at 

increased risk for a variety of health problems, and eating a healthy diet is one of the few ways 

they can prevent or delay the onset of those problems. 

HIV State:  10/22/15; 7:21 p.m.; .75:  HIV Positive cases in the state are on the rise.  And it’s 

not because the disease is spreading but because people with it are living longer.  This news 

comes as the state is cutting back on testing.  Over 100 Illinois jails and health departments 

received a letter from the department of public health.  It said the state will no longer provide 

them with free tests for HIV and STD’s.  The decision is not because of no state budget.  But, 

because the expense on the department.  Staff says the situation in the state will not affect how 

people are tested or treated.  In fact state experts say the health of HIV patients are improving.  

The number of tests the Department of Public Health has been asked to perform has decreased 

over the past several years. 



FLU:  10/29/15; 7:21 p.m.; .16:  Doctors recommend flu vaccines for adults over 65.  But 

researchers found, senior citizens who take drugs to reduce cholesterol have reduced immune 

response to vaccinations.  Studies suggest, that could make the vaccine less effective, leaving 

patients vulnerable to respiratory illness. 

Jail Mental Health:  7:24 p.m.; .82:  Mental health facilities aren’t the only places housing the 

mentally ill.  More patients are finding themselves in jail with minimal treatment and little state 

funding.  But one jail got a gift of hope.  The Macon County Jail received a donation from the 

Howard Buffett Foundation to cover a two and half million dollar treatment program.  The grant 

will help with providing alternatives for incarcerated adult offenders in the Macon County 

Corrections Facility.  The money will reduce the overall costs to operating the County’s 

Correction Facility and will offer both in-patient and out-patient counseling and approved 

treatment programs.  It’s not just geared for adult but helping juveniles too.  The Sheriff’s 

Department will work closely with the Probation Office through juvenile delinquency 

intervention.  It’s a substitute to allowing serious juvenile offenders to avoid detention, but to be 

supervised and monitored by electric devices.  Those with the mental health community in 

Macon County says this is a great start.  The current contract with Peoria County Houses Macon 

County Juveniles but it does not provide counseling. 

Medical Pot:  11/09/15; 7:19 p.m.; .16:  Today’s the day….patients in Illinois can now buy 

Medical Marijuana.  It’s been two years since the pilot program was signed into law.  Four 

cultivation centers made deliveries over the weekend for patients.  Five of 56 dispensaries 

opened today.  Several more are expected by the end of the year. 

Antibiotics:  11/17/15; 7:17 p.m.; .28:  The CDC says antibiotics are some of the most 

commonly prescribed drugs.  But about half aren’t needed or effective.  That’s why the 

Department of Public Health is promoting their “Get Smart about Antibiotic Week.”   Antibiotic 

resistance is a big problem.  Doctors say that’s because most people misuse or abuse when taking 

the drugs.  Also do not ask for antibiotics if your doctor says you don’t need them.  Sometimes 

taking one may do more harm than good.  

Marijuana Tax:  11/23/15; 7:19 p.m.; .66:  One Springfield Bank is opening its doors to 

marijuana dispensaries.  Illinois National Bank says the will gladly except cash from Medical 

Marijuana sales.  Some banks are worried because they believe marijuana is an illegal drug by 

the Federal Government.  But bank executives at Illinois National Bank say it’s just another form 

of collecting state revenue.  The Marijuana industry tends operate with cash only.  The U.S. 

Treasury Department issues guidance meant for financial institutions to help clarify they can 

provide services to businesses selling marijuana.  Illinois National Bank says they’re simply 

collecting another form of revenue and doesn’t think of it as being illegal.  For the first time in 

history, medical marijuana is legally available in Illinois.  Advocates say this may become a 

trend interest more banks to expect the funds.  The first sales of cannabis began this month.  

Advocates say they hope once more banks open their doors to marijuana businesses it will catch 

a more positive view about opening these accounts.  

Flu Vaccines:  12/04/15; 7:22 p.m.; .55:  There are reports of early outbreaks of the flu across 

the country but the CDC say flu activity so far is low.  There are more than 140 million cases of 

the virus this year.  And that number is just going to go up.  Next week starts Vaccinate Illinois 

Week.  It is a statewide initiative focused on educating the public about the importance of flu 

vaccine during the fall and winter months.  The CDC recommends that everyone six months of 

age and older should be vaccinated against the flu.  Especially people 65 years of age and older, 

pregnant women and young children.  Medical staff says the vaccine is the only effective method 



to protect you from the influenza.  It takes about two weeks after the vaccination for protection to 

set in, making now the perfect time to get vaccinated. 

HIV-Illinois:  12/08/15; 7:28 p.m.; .41:  The CDC say more people need to be aware of a daily 

pill that can prevent HIV infection.  It’s called “Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis or “Prep” for short 

and when taken daily it can reduce the risk of HIV infection by more than 90 percent.  It’s 

available now at the Champaign-Urbana Public Health Department and is in its beginning stages 

in Sangamon County.  “Prep” is intended for people who are HIV-negative but at higher risk of 

becoming infected.  Studies show new HIV cases are decreasing in Illinois.  The CDC says 1 in 4 

sexually active gay and bisexual men without HIV should be offered Prep. 

Mumps Clinics:  12/15/15; 7:24 p.m.; 63:  A mumps outbreak in Champaign County is far 

from over.  25 new cases have been reported this month.  It’s an update from your News Leader 

that brings this year’s total to almost 200 around Champaign-Urbana.  Workers at the CU Public 

Health say in the last few months those numbers were starting to go down.  That made them 

hopeful this outbreak was almost over.  But that’s not the case.  They say most if not all of these 

cases can probably be linked to the U of I.  And they’re worried when students and staff go home 

for the holidays it could spread even farther.  Before classes started in the fall they had mass 

MMR Vaccination Clinics on campus.  About 12-thousand people got the shot.  Health leaders 

say they don’t anticipate having to do something like that again.  But they want to be careful and 

see how things go from here.  They’re still offering vaccinations on campus and at the health 

department, if people need them. 

Fewer Teen Births:  12/24/15; 7:03 p.m.; .16:  Teen birth rates are falling across the Country 

and in Illinois.  In Illinois, birth rates fell seven percent over the last year, to about 22 births per 

year.  The national rate dropped nine percent, to about 24 per year.  In 2010, teen births cost 

Illinois taxpayers close to 434 million dollars. 

Coffee and Exercise:  12/30/15; 7:08 p.m.; .24:  Researchers at the University of Georgia say 

drinking coffee can enhance your endurance.  The group took a closer look at previous studies on 

caffeine, coffee and sports.  They found significant improvements in endurance performance in 

five of nine studies.  Researchers say that based on their previews of these studies…there is 

moderate evidence that drinking coffee improves endurance…specifically in cycling and 

running. 

 

 Consumer Issues 

Delbert’s closing:  10/01/15; 7:05 p.m.; .18:  A well-known men’s clothing store is calling it 

quits.  Delbert’s in Arthur is having an “End of Business Sale.”  The store is famous for selling 

the orange blazers worn by Lou Henson and John Groce.  Manager’s say the demand for tailored 

clothing isn’t what it used to be.  So after half a century of selling suits, they’re closing. 

Monticello Library:  10/09/15; 7:18 p.m.; .18:  Monticello is one step closer to building a new 

library.  The Allerton Public Library Board will be meeting on Monday to hear recommendations 

on bids from construction firms.  The lowest bid came in a t around 2 and a half million dollars.  

Library Board President Susan Gortner said they could sign a contract Monday evening.  

Convention Center:  10/13/15; 7:06 p.m.; .52:  Illinois could be reaching across the border to 

bring in more tourism.  A new law already in effect is looking to increase visitors.  The law will 

allow cash rewards for public convention centers that convince out –of state organizations to 

hold events there.  Incentives can include actual cash, reductions to guest room rates or the 

waiving of meeting room fees for conventions.  The Decatur Civic Center would not be included 

in the bill because it’s not owned by the city.  But they say it sounds like a great idea for the 



state.  There will be a 200-thousand dollar cap per year for each center.  Organizations are 

eligible to receive an 80 percent refund on state hotel tax which the state would pay at the end of 

the event. 

Pads Shelter:  10/21/15; 7:24 p.m.; .18:  Hundreds have signed a petition to help a Coles 

County homeless shelter get a new location.  Mattoon pads says they’re running out of room.  

They’re looking to relocate to a site on Marshall Avenue.  But it would have to be re-zoned in 

order to allow it.  Pads put in a request to the city.  Officials will make a decision next week. 

I-57 Signs:  10/27/15; 7:05 p.m.; .18:  The interstates leading into Champaign have a few new 

features to keep you safe…IDOT has put up message signs on I-74, 57 and 72.  There are 5 in 

total.  Those signs will be used to pass along information about traffic alerts, road conditions, 

and other updates.  Officials say those signs should be running by the end of November.  

Business Closing:  11/03/15; 7:14 p.m.; .19:  Nearly 40 people in Danville will be jobless by 

next month.  The Alstom Power Facility on Junction Street announced its closure back in 

August.  GE bought out the company.  Employees say they didn’t know if they would have a job.  

They just found out they don’t.  Layoffs will happen on or before December 11
th

.  Employees 

will be offered severance packages. 

GE Layoffs:  11/10/15; 7:02 p.m.; .22:  50 people are losing their jobs in Mattoon.  General 

Electric confirmed today it’s downsizing the Mattoon Plant by more than 20 percent.  A GE 

Spokesperson tells us these layoffs will come in the next few weeks.  That plant makes halogen 

light bulbs.  And the company says demand for those are down.  This comes less than a week 

after other local GE layoffs.  Including Alstom Power in Danville. 

Solar Savings:  11/18/15; 7:05 p.m.; .16:  The City of Urbana and Champaign are looking to 

save you money on your power bill by going green.  They’re partnered with the Midwest 

Renewable Energy Association.  They will buying solar power support in bulk.  The program 

will work with home, business, and farm owners in Champaign County. 

Gaming Petitions:  11/30/15; 7:24 p.m.; .57:  Many in Mahomet are frustrated after a decision 

on video gambling.  The Village Board voted to allow it last week.  That lifted the on only ban in 

place in all of Champaign County.  Dozens claim this isn’t what the town wanted.  Hundreds 

signed petitions against it.  And now, many are wondering why residents couldn’t vote on the 

issue themselves.  The Village says that’s because of state law.  One woman who gathered 

signatures for a petition opposing the change…says it’s an issue that’s left many people who live 

there upset.  The Board said they made their decision based on Mahomet’s economic interest.  

The Village Administrator says this will generate thousand in revenue.  Village officials say 

they’d compare the issue to lifting the ban on alcohol.  Residents voted to do that in 2007.  

Unlike the gambling decision, that was done with a binding referendum. 

Job Fair:  12/04/15; 7:10 p.m.; .26:  The final day of production at the Mitsubishi Plant in 

Normal is Monday.  Caterpillar is also facing layoffs.  With that in mind workers facing 

unemployment are getting help.  Heartland Community College is hosting a job fair next Friday.  

Employers from across the region will be there.  The Fair is from 11:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.  Over the 

next few months, Heartland, Illinois Central College, and Spoon River College are holding 

workshops for former CAT and Mitsubishi workers as well. 

Lottery Payouts:  12/08/15; 7:29 p.m.; .39:  The Illinois Lottery says winners who have been 

waiting for their money could get paid as soon as next week.  The Governor signed a law 

yesterday releasing a billion dollars to the lottery to pay its winners.  The lottery stopped paying 

out prizes larger than 25-thousand dollars back in the summer.  Then last month, they stopped 

paying out anything larger than 600 dollars.  People who sell tickets say they expect a big 



response now that winners can get paid.  Lottery officials will start processing claims next week.  

They’ll award payments in the order those claims were received. 

Ameren Scam:  12/17/15; 7:20 p.m.; .20:  Ameren Illinois is warning customers of a scam.  

The power company says scammers are calling customers threatening to shut off their power.  

The caller says they must pay up right now.  Ameren reports there’s been a big spike in this sort 

of scam.  About 100 cases in Illinois and Missouri this week alone.  If you get a call like this 

hang up and call Ameren to report it. 

Illinois Population:  12/24/15; 7:03 p.m.; .19:  Roughly 105 thousand more people left Illinois 

than moved in.  Illinois was one of four states that ended up in the negative this year.  States 

surrounding U.S. saw an increase in population growth.  The total population growth for the 

United States was roughly 2.5 million people.  Florida, Texas, California and Washington saw 

some of the biggest gains. 

Alzheimer Alerts:  12/29/15; 7:07 p.m.; .37:  Starting next week the Silver Alert Program will 

go statewide.  It alerts law enforcement when an elderly person goes missing.  It works similar to 

Amber Alert.  It uses electronic highway signs to notify drivers.  Right now, some Central 

Illinois counties already send out Silver Alerts.  Police say about 20 to 30 missing persons cases 

are issued in the state each year most of them involving elderly people.  More than 210 thousand 

Illinois residents are living with Alzheimer’s and up to one third become lost at some point. 

 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WCIX broadcast 

public service announcements related to the following issues:   

 

 Education– AUT Truck-Autism Awareness-TEA Anthem Teaching 

Health/Healthcare– “Funky Chicken” Food Safety Education-AARP Care Giving  

Consumer – Palace Pets-Pet Adoption-Foundation for a Better Life: Making a Difference, 

Listening, Spread the Love and Being There. 

Children/Youth-Toys for Tots/SB2 Chairs Car Seat Safety 

Employment-EEO Job Postings Notification/Children’s Programming Notification 
  

 

 

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 

 

 


