
 

WCIX SIGN QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

January 1, 2015 – March 31, 2015 

 
WCIX programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 1st quarter of 

2015: 

 

*Politics 

*Education 

*Crime 

*Health/Healthcare 

*Consumer Issues 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified 

community issues:  

 

LOCAL: 

Program Day Time 

The Morning Show Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 a.m. 

WCIA 3 News on WCIX Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 p.m. 

 

All of the above are locally-produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 

sports, including some issues-responsive reports, segments and multi-part series. 

 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Program Day Time 

Biz Kids$ Saturday 8:00-8:30 a.m. 

This Week in Agri-Business Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m. 

 

Biz Kid$ is a weekly half-hour series focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship for 

teens, targeting 13 to 16 year olds.  Using a mix of strong financial education tools, dynamic 

sketch comedy, and inspiring true stories of young entrepreneurs.  Biz Kid$ provides important 

information for future success.  Each episode features, math, language arts, and social studies as 

well as teaching teens about money and business 

 

If you are a farmer, rancher, involved in agribusiness…or just have a general interest in 

agriculture (like you enjoy eating), you will find something of interest on This Week In Agri-

Business.  

 

 Politics 

Quinn Immigration:  01/06/15; 7:07 p.m.; .17:  In his last days as Governor, Pat Quinn is 

making an effort to make the path to citizenship easier for many undocumented workers.  Quinn 

issued two executive orders yesterday.  One lets workers get records verifying their Illinois 

Residency.  Another would improve relations between illegal immigrants and police 



National Retreat:  01/14/15; 7:05 p.m.; .15:  Republican House and Senate Lawmakers are 

heading to Hershey, Pennsylvania.  They’re headed there today for a GOP Retreat.  Lawmakers 

will have meetings to talk about goals for Congress.  The Senators and Representatives will 

come back on Friday. 

Rauner Today:  01/23/15; 7:05 p.m.; .18:  Governor Bruce Rauner’s wife made her first 

appointment as First Lady this week.  We’re tracking Rauner’s first 100 days in office.  Diana 

Rauner appointed Sara Wojcicki Jimenez, a longtime political aid in Springfield as her Chief of 

Staff.  The First Lady says she wants to focus on children. She’ll earn 100,000 dollars a year. 

Healthcare Push:  01/30/15; 7:19 p.m.; .25:  If you need health insurance and can’t wait – then 

now is better than later.  You can sign up for health insurance under the Affordable Care Act.  

But for the insurance to start by March 1
st
 – you need to sign up in the next two weeks.  Open 

enrollment ends February 15
th

.  You can go on line to look at “Get Covered Illinois” to see what 

options are available.  If you don’t have coverage the Federal Government may charge you at 

least 325 dollars at tax time. 

Election Changes:  02/03/15; 7:07 p.m.; .27:  More isn’t always better, at least when it comes 

to handling elections in Vermilion County.  We’re your Election Headquarters.  Currently the 

County has two offices doing the job.  The County Clerk and a countywide election commission.  

The commissions coordinates voter registration and elections within the city of Danville.  The 

County clerk handles the same in the rest of the county.  Starting today county officials are 

exploring a consolidation of the two.  No change will happen before 2016. 

Jeb Bush for President:  02/09/15; 7:22 p.m.; .17:  Jeb Bush is telling his supporters he’s 

focusing on a run for the Presidency.  He held a conference call today.  He told listeners about 

what he accomplished as Florida’s Governor for eight years.  Tomorrow he plans to release 

copies of the first chapter of the book he’s writing about his time in office. 

Medicaid Cuts:  02/19/15; 7:27 p.m.; .24:  “An attack on the state’s most vulnerable.”  That’s 

what some are calling Governor Rauner’s latest plan to fix Medicaid.  During his budget address 

Rauner proposed nearly one and a half billion dollars in Medicaid cuts.  What he’ll planning for 

includes reductions in dental services, mental health care and other coverage options for adults.  

And one man who depends on the aid says this could be a big loss for him and his family.  

Rauner’s supporters say the state can’t afford these programs now and they couldn’t support 

them in the past. 

Absentee Elections:  02/26/15; 7:25 p.m.; .21:  Today’s the first day for early voting in 

Champaign County.  We’re your local election headquarters.  Nearly 400 ballots were mailed out 

today.  And around a dozen people cast their vote in person before the April 7
th

 election day.  

The county-wide election usually has a voter turn-out of 25 thousand.  The Cook County Clerk 

says about a quarter of those will vote early or by mail.  The County Clerk also stresses that you 

don’t need an excuse to vote by mail.  Voters can still request a ballot up until. 

ACA Supreme Court:  03/04/15; 7:22 p.m.; .32:  President Obama’s Health Care Law is facing 

another test today.  Supporters gathered on the steps of the Supreme Court.  The case they’re 

watching today focuses on who is entitled to subsidized health insurance coverage from.  The 

concern is whether the subsidies should come from the state or federal exchanges.  Challengers 

of the law, say the phrase “An exchange established by the state” means tax subsidies shouldn’t 

come from federal exchanges or the IRS.  A decision on today’s case is expected in late June. 

100 Days Rauner:  03/09/15; 7:24 p.m.; .19:  Governor Rauner was at an immigration 

roundtable today.   We’re tracking his moves during his first hundred days in office.  Rauner met 

a group at St. Ignatius College Prep in Chicago.  They talked about the need for comprehensive 



immigration reform.  Rauner also toured a company in St. Anne and met with employees.  He 

talked about his turnaround agenda. 

Aaron Schock Resignation:  03/17/15; 7:16 p.m.; .24:  Illinois long list of corruption was just 

added to.  U.S. Representative Aaron Schock is resigning.  The Congressman’s decision stems 

from controversy surrounding his political spending.  Schock is found to have used hundreds of 

thousands of dollars of federal money and campaign funds….for personal use.  The probe into 

his past has been going on for weeks.  Schock released a resignation letter today.  His last day 

will be March 31
st
. 

Farwell Address:  03/26/15; 7:08 p.m.; .17:  Representative Aaron Schock gave his farewell to 

the House of Representatives in Washington D.C. today.  Schock says he leaves Congress with 

sadness and humility.  He says he will work to make it up to his constituents. 

Danville Mayor Forum:  03/30/15; 7:07 p.m.; .15:  Those wanting to be Danville Mayor will 

showcase their qualifications tonight.  Incumbent Scott Eisenhauer and Jim McMahon are 

running.  But tonight…you can get a chance to see the candidates go ahead to head in a forum.  It 

starts at seven at the at the Knights of Columbus in Danville.  

 

 Education 

School Board:  01/09/15; 7:23 p.m.; .26: Champaign School Board members have completely 

revised the tax referendum for improvements in the District.  We’re your Classroom Connection.  

The new package is one hundred forty four million dollars.  It includes the complete tear down 

and renovation of Dr. Howard Elementary.  Renovations to Centennial will be thirty million 

dollars less than before.  The New Central will stay on Interstate Drive.  But cost about four 

million dollars less.  The vote will take place on Monday. 

Vet Clinic Rehab:  01/12/15; 7:25 p.m.; .27:  The U of I’s Wildlife Medical Clinic is getting a 

much needed facelift.  Students and staff usually use two rooms at the small animal hospital to 

do their work.  After years of dealing with cabinets that wouldn’t close and drawers that 

wouldn’t open….they got some new ones.  Plus the floors and walls got a fresh paint job.  Those 

are things they say that could help them every day.  The U of I’s Capital Improvement money is 

paying for the project.  They started last week and plan to be back in their usual spot by Monday.   

School Rename:  01/20/15; 7:28 p.m.; .25:  The Urbana School Board is set to honor former 

Superintendent Preston Williams.  In our Classroom Connection.  Tonight they’ll vote to rename 

Prairie School after him.  A 26-year veteran of the District, Doctor Preston Williams was 

Urbana’s first African American Superintendent.  In his time he increased the number of black 

teachers and administrators working in the District.  He also played a key role in improving 

curriculum.  Williams retired in 2012.  

Schools of Choice:  01/27/15; 7:08 p.m.; .20:  The Champaign School District is holding the 

first of two info sessions tonight for the School of Choice Program.  The session started at six at 

Stratton Elementary School.  It highlights the School of choice process and will showcase each 

Elementary School in the District.  The show and tell gives parents a chance to ask questions and 

talk to teachers and staff members. 

Richland Expansion:  02/05/15; 7:25 p.m.; .23: What will the next generation of business 

leaders need to succeed in the real world?  We’re your Classroom Connection.  Richland 

Community College in Decatur is taking a major step in helping students get there.  They’re 

building a new $5 million business education center.  Today they kicked off the public phase of 

their Capitol Campaign to help raise the money.  They already have over $2 million in gifts and 

commitments. 



Decatur Graduation:  02/11/15; 7:09 p.m.; .18:  In Decatur….changes are coming when it 

comes to graduation.  The School Board decided to move high school commencements to the 

weekend.  They say it’s what students, parents and community members were asking for.  The 

office date for this year is Saturday, May 30
th

.  Macarthur’s ceremony will be at 5 and 

Eisenhower’s at 7:30 p.m.  

EIU Prospects:  02/16/15; 7:07 p.m.; .30:  A strong incoming class could help EIU get out of a 

budget crisis.  Enrollment there has been dropping the past few years.  The Director of 

Admissions says they’ve seen 30 percent more freshman deposits so far this year.  And that’s a 

good sign.  It was “Admitted Student Day”, on campus today.  Prospective Panthers could walk 

around, talk with faculty and ask questions.  EIU has been facing some budget issues including a 

10-million dollar deficit over a couple years.  University leaders say the can attribute some of 

that to low enrollment.  The Director of Admissions says EIU usually accepts about half the 

students who apply.  The national deadline for registering is in May.  He says by then – they’ll 

have a better idea of how many students they’ll see next year. 

DACC Funds:  02/24/15; 7:24 p.m.; .16:  It could soon cost more for students to go to Danville 

Area Community College.  At a meeting tonight the Board of Trustees is considering increasing 

tuition by 5 dollars.  If that’s approved, it would cost 115 dollars per credit hour.  It would bring 

in about 200-thousand extra dollars. 

Booker T:  03/02/15; 7:08 p.m.; .23:  A Champaign Elementary School is on the list of 

promising places.  In tonight’s Classroom Connection…Booker T Washington Stem Academy is 

being honored.  It’ll join a nationwide database to share information about its classes dealing 

with science, technology and math among others.  It can open up new doors for the students and 

their programs.  One partner they already have is the U of I and they’re hoping interested 

business partners will contact them.  The Academy was built in 2011. 

Keep Central:  03/09/15; 7:03 p.m.; .39:  A group opposing the Champaign School 

Referendum is calling for an open discussion.  We’re your Classroom Connection.  “Keep 

Central-Central” held a news conference today.  They told the board they have until noon 

tomorrow to respond.  The invitation was sent out on Wednesday.  Their goal is to have a forum 

with members of the school board and the public.  Two of the three locations that “Keep Central-

Central” are proposing have looked at by the board and turned down.  The board will talk with 

the NAACP this Sunday at the Douglass Community Center about the referendum.  

Employee Tuition:  03/18/15; 7:07 p.m.; .17:  Tuition discounts for University employees 

could be a thing of the past.  A proposal in the Illinois House is looking to get rid of 50-percent 

tuition waiver for some select students.  Right now University employees can get that waiver for 

their kids…after working for State University’s for seven years. 

Tuition Increase:  03/25/15; 7:04 p.m.; .23:  College students in Danville will pay more for 

school next year.  Danville Area Community College will raise tuition starting this summer.  The 

Board decided on a five dollar increase.  Now each credit hour will cost $115 dollars.  The 

school is expecting a cut in state funding this year, they say instead of making a big increase and 

putting a large burden on students…the school made a small one hoping to make ends meet. 

Schools of Choice:  03/31/15; 7:05 p.m.; .24:  Hundreds of students have registered for the 

Schools of Choice program in Champaign.  This a follow up from your Local News Leader….. 

Students are assigned to grade schools using the program.  It’s to ensure diversity in schools.    

Families who don’t get their first choice will be added to waiting list.  Students could transfer 

when seats open up.  But school leaders say kids can end up falling in love with their second 



choice too.  Parents have until August to register.  As of last check….more than 650 students 

were signed up.  Last year more than 680-students were registered this time. 

 

 Crime 

Jacksonville Baby:  01/09/15; 7:08 p.m.; .20:  A Jacksonville baby boy found in a dumpster 

last August is now a ward of the State.  It follows testimony from the 17-year old accused of 

trying to kill him.  There were 5 witness – 3 of them were family members involving the girl 

facing charges.  But the Morgan county Court did not determine her parental rights so another 

hearing will be held at the end of the month. 

Stolen Firearms:  01/16/15; 7:06 p.m.; .25:  Champaign Police uncovered stolen guns and 

electronics during a raid yesterday.  Police got a search warrant to enter an apartment in the 100-

Block of Kenwood Road.  That’s where they say they found several stolen electronic items and 

firearms.  18-year-old Jeremiah Moore and 24-year-old Demetrius Gibbs both of Champaign 

were arrested.  Gibbs is charged with unlawful possession of a weapon by a felon.  Moore is 

charged for violating the FOID Card Act. 

Child Porn:  01/23/15; 7:03 p.m.; .14:  A Rantoul man is arrested for the second time for 

having child porn.  Christopher Fiore was found with a cell phone that had child porn pictures on 

it.  He was caught during a routine probation visit by federal officers.  Fiore faces up to five 

years in prison. 

Armed Robbery:  01/28/15; 7:05 p.m.; .19:  Champaign Police are looking for the person who 

robbed a man and shot him in the hand.  It happened on Monday near the 900 Block of West 

Eureka Avenue.  Police say credit cards, I-D and a wallet were taken.  The victim says he does 

not know the person.   

Child Porn:  02/02/15; 7:05 p.m.; .14:  An Urbana man is sentenced to 25-years in prison.  35-

year old Shannon Logan pleaded guilty back in October.  Among the charges child pornography.  

And prosecutors say the images involved sexual abuse of a minor.  Logan must register as a sex 

offender. 

Fatal DUI Sentence:  02/12/15; 7:06 p.m.; .26:  The case of a fatal DUI crash in Westville is 

coming to a close.  Jake Erickson has been sentenced to five years in prison.  It’s in connection 

to the single car crash that killed 19-year old Nichole Harris back in 2013.  The Vermilion 

County Sheriff’s office say Erickson was driving.  He lost control and all four people inside were 

ejected from the vehicle.  Erickson must serve at least 85 percent of his sentence and was given 

about a year’s credit for time already served. 

Champaign Arrests/Feuds:  02/19/15; 7:05 p.m.; .20:  Two teenagers have been arrested.  

They could be tied to several shootings in Champaign-Urbana.  There have been seven shootings 

in the area since Friday.  No one has been hurt.  Investigators believe the shootings are related to 

the unsolved murder of Rakin Vineyard.  The gunshots hit homes and cars.  Police in both cities 

are working on the case together. 

Mundo Trail:  02/23/15; 7:04 p.m.; .18:  A judge ruled there is probable cause to try two men 

for the murder of a U of I student.  This is a WCIA 3 Update.  Reginald Scott and Daniel 

Gonzales are accused of killing 20-year old Vicente Mundo in late January.  Police say the two 

men planned to Rob Mundo for drugs.  They say Scott shot him when he tried to escape. 

Drug Bust:  03/05/15; 7:04 p.m.; .16:  Two people are behind bars accused of selling 

marijuana.  State Police and the Jacksonville police Department worked this investigation 

together and arrested these two suspects.  Both are from Jacksonville.  Police say they were 

making and selling the drug within a thousand feet from a school. 



Maggio Verdict:  03/11/15; 7:06 p.m.; .20:  Brian Maggio was given 35 years in prison for the 

murder of his brother four years ago.  Today he was sentenced to 30 more.  He was convicted of 

first degree murder in the shooting death of Mark Maggio.  That happened in July of 2010 at the 

Tolono IGA.  Claiming self-defense Maggio asked for a retrial.  It was granted and he is now 

headed back to prison for 65 years. 

Marine Bank Robbery:  03/19/15; 7:05 p.m.; .18:  Champaign Police are investigating a bank 

robbery.  It happened this morning at Marine Bank on Neil Street.  Police say the suspect was 

wearing a blue Captain-American T-shirt with a mask over his face.  He entered the bank, 

showed a gun and demanded money from the teller.  He then left on foot in the direction of 

Randolph Street.  A U of I Police K-9 was brought to start a search near that area….the suspect 

has not been caught.  He’s described as a black man in his mid-twenties.  And investigators say 

five or six people were inside the bank at the time.  But no one was hurt. 

Attempted Murder:  03/27/15; 7:02 p.m.; .23:  A Macon County man is facing attempted 

murder charges for trying to run down a cop with his car.  The man, 48-year-old David Reed of 

Decatur was pulled over by a Decatur Police Officer.  The officer told him to wait in his vehicle, 

but instead, Reed put his car into gear and accelerated towards the officer.  It happened 

Wednesday night, in the 200 block of South 19
th

 Street.  Reed is being held on a one million 

dollar bond. 

Mattoon Drug Arrest:  03/30/15; 7:02 p.m.; 17:  Mattoon police arrested woman for multiple 

drug charges and driving with suspended license.  It happened in the 1500 Block of Marshall 

Avenue.  Police say Amy Saunders of Mattoon had meth and pills without description.  The 40 

year old also didn’t have a valid license.  She was taken to the Coles County jail. 

 

 Health/Healthcare 

Flu Season Turns:  01/05/15; 7:18 p.m.; 16:  This year’s flu season has taken a turn for the 

worse in recent days.  The latest update from the CDC shows Influenza is now widespread in 43 

States.  That’s up from 36-states from the previous week.  Six children died from the flu last 

week.  That raises the total number of childhood deaths to 21. 

Flu Vaccine, Ineffective:  01/16/15; 7:19 p.m.; .24:  There are growing concerns today over the 

flu outbreak.  The CDC now says this year’s vaccine is one of the least effective in a decade.  

Meaning even people who got the vaccine are getting sick.  Experts say the vaccine is not well 

matched with the predominant strain of flu.  And it’s only 23-percent effective.  CDC Officials 

say people should still get a flu shot this year.  Because 23-percent is better than no protection at 

all. 

Measles Outbreak:  01/21/15; 7:07 p.m.; .21:  A measles outbreak linked to Disney Theme 

Parks in California is growing.  There are now several dozen cases in five states.  Health officials 

have traced the outbreak to two visitors who were at Disneyland and Disney California 

Adventure in December.  Measles is so contagious, 90-percent of people who are not vaccinated, 

who come in contact with an infected person will become infected. 

Breast Cancer Patients:  01/27/15; 7:28 p.m.; .20:  A new study shows many breast cancer 

patients need to be more educated about their condition.  Researchers at Cancer Institute asked 

about their disease.  Many women did not know the specific details on their tumors, especially 

black and Hispanic women.  Doctors emphasize knowledge is key, so women can make 

informed treatment decisions. 

Vaccines:  02/05/15; 7:06 p.m.; .30:  Five babies near Chicago have been diagnosed with 

measles.  They all went to the same day care center.  Doctors say people here in Central Illinois 



should be worried.  Doctors say they don’t know how the kids got the disease.  But it’s very 

contagious.  So if any of them have been in malls, or grocery stores with people from around 

here the disease could travel.  Kids usually don’t get the MMR Vaccine until they’re a year old.  

That’s because it’s not very effective before that.  And the disease could be deadly.  Cook 

County Health Officials say they don’t know if this case is connected with any others.  That 

includes an outbreak that was traced back to Disneyland and another confirmed case in Cook 

County.  Either way doctors in Central Illinois say this is an issue.  Doctors say the most 

vulnerable group is between six months and a year old.  That’s because babies are usually 

protected by antibodies from their mom for the first six months.  And as we said they usually 

don’t get the vaccine until they are one. 

Synthetic Drugs:  02/10/15; 7:19 p.m.; .22:  the Attorney General is telling gas stations to stop 

selling synthetic drugs.  Lisa Madigan joined 42 other states to send out letters.  They say it’s 

been a problem for several years involving more than 130 stores nationwide.  And back in 2010 

more than 11-thousand people under the age of 17 went to the emergency room after using 

synthetic marijuana.  She’s hoping the push will help stop the problem. 

Measles Vaccine:  02/18/15; 7:15 p.m.; .31:  A Champaign County pediatrician believes it’s 

becoming more likely measles is coming to Central Illinois.  Dr. Maria Maranon says the 

concern is high.  It’s in Med Center 3 tonight.  The State Department of Public Health reported a 

new case yesterday.  Bringing the numbers of cases in Illinois to 14.  She says the measles virus 

is transmitted through respiratory secretions like coughing and sneezing.  And recommends 

people get vaccinated, if they haven’t been already.  The current recommendation for the MMR 

Vaccine is right there on your screen.  Children 12 to 15 months should receive their first dosage.  

Children 4 to 6 years old should receive their second dosage.  Dr. Maranon says kids under 12 

months are more at risk because they’re too young to get vaccinated. 

Chickenpox:  02/25/15; 7:05 p.m.; .23:  Chickenpox are popping up in Champaign County.  It’s 

in Med Center 3 tonight.  Yesterday parents at Unity Junior High School were notified of one 

case.  The Champaign Urbana Health District says they have six reported cases in the County.  

But that hasn’t been confirmed.  Health officials say they usually see 5 in a year.  Officials say if 

kids are vaccinated within 3 days of being exposed they have a higher chance of avoiding the 

illness. 

New Measles Legislation:  03/02/15; 7:27 p.m.; .20:  Stricter regulations for vaccination 

exemptions are in the works.  Lawmakers want to limit personal objection exemptions to only 

include religious beliefs.  Parents requesting exemptions would be required to submit 

documentation, notarized by their religious leader.  Saying that vaccinations go against their 

religion.  The bill would not affect medical exemptions. 

New Medical Center:  03/12/15; 7:06 p.m.; .21:  A new U of I Medical School could be just 

two years away.  The University’s Board of Trustees approved it today.  It will be in a 

partnership with Carle Hospital.  They’ve promised 100-million dollars in the next 10 

years….the rest of the money will come mostly from donations.  The U of I plans to welcome 25 

med-school students in 2017 and increase enrollment from there. 

Breast Feeding is Smart:  03/18/15; 7:28 p.m.; .17:  A new study links breastfeeding to higher 

intelligence and earning ability.  Researchers in Brazil followed more than 35-hundred newborns 

for 30-years.  They found the longer a baby breastfeeds in the first year of life, the greater the 

benefits.  And that’s regardless of social class. 

Med 3 Smoking:  03/24/15; 7:26 p.m.; .17:  Smoking in front of your children may put them at 

higher risk for heart disease later on.  Researchers in Finland found children of smokers were 



almost two to four times more likely to develop plaque in key arteries.  They saw the increased 

risk even when parents tried to limit their children’s exposure. 

Partial Paralysis:  03/31/15; .7:23 p.m.; .20:  A common virus is being linked to a partial 

paralysis.  Enter virus D-68 started making its rounds last fall. Doctors say some children 

diagnosed with the virus have also lost weakness in their arms and legs.  Now medical experts 

are linking the symptom to the virus.  Believing that the paralysis may actually be caused be a 

mutated strain similar to the polio virus. 

 

 

 Consumer Issues 

Danville Closings:  01/08/15; 7:06 p.m.; .21:  Some workers in Danville are losing their jobs.  

Chemcast will close its doors for good at the end of the month.  About 50 people will lose work.  

The company makes sand casts used in foundries.  The owner says rising material, delivery and 

healthcare costs have played a role in his decision.  The family owned company has been in 

Danville for more than 30 years. 

Sears Demolition:  01/13/15; 7:28 p.m.; .18:  One of the old anchors of Champaign’s Market 

Place Mall is being torn down.  We’re talking about the Sears Store.  The store and Auto Center 

have been closed for about a year now.  Crews have been knocking that part of the building 

down.  No word yet on what may end up in its place. 

Home Mortgage Rates:  01/19/15; 7:27 p.m.; .16:  Homebuyers and realtors will be watching 

very closely to see if mortgage rates dip for a fourth week in a row.  Freddie Mac reports the 

nationwide average for a 30-year mortgage is down to 3-point-66 percent.  Analysts say 

continued economic weakness abroad is one reason for the drop. 

College Debt:  01/29/15:  7:08 p.m.; .15:  A new report finds Illinois graduates are struggling 

with student loan debt, much more than students in other states.  We’re 43
rd

 in the nation.  

Students here leave school with an average of about 28-thousand dollars of debt. 

No Futuregen:    02/04/15; 7:06 p.m.; .20:  The Clean Coal Project Futuregen 2.0 is no more.  

The energy department has cancelled the one-billion dollar funding for the project.  The plant 

was supposed to be in Maradosha in Morgan County.  The company and its private partners 

failed to reach an agreement before funding expired.  The plant was designed to capture 90 

percent of carbon and nearly all other emissions.  

Plant Closing:  02/12/15; 7:06 p.m.; .14:  Workers at a Paris plant will soon have to look for 

new jobs. Syngenta is closing its doors this summer.  Right now- 24 people work there.  Only 8 

of them will stay through the shipping season for farmers.  The company isn’t sure what it will 

do with its property. 

Rental Prices:  02/20/15; 7:15 p.m.; .13:  Rental prices are going up.  Real Estate firm Zillow 

says prices nationwide increased 3.3 percent in January from the year before.  San Francisco is 

seeing double digit increases….rental prices have dropped in Chicago and Minneapolis. 

Ameren Profits:  02/26/15; 7:04 p.m.; .17:  While many businesses are hurting to make money.  

It’s not the case with Ameren.  The numbers are out and last year the power company made a net 

income of 587 million dollars.  That’s over 70 million more than in 2013.  Ameren says the 

increase in electricity as well as natural gas delivery. 

Nursing Home Money:  03/04/15; 7:06 p.m.; .19:  The Champaign County Nursing Home 

needs more than 2 million dollars for repairs.  The top of the list…water heaters.  The Facilities 

Director says those usually only last 8 to 10 years so they need to be replaced.  Also up 



there….boilers.  They’re next to laundry machines.  And lint from dryers has made its way inside 

which can’t be cleaned. 

Mahomet Aquifer:  03/11/15; 7:17 p.m.; .20:  The water to thousands of people around the 

area is now protected by EPA.  The Mahomet Aquifer was named a sole source.  This means if 

it’s contaminated it would be a significant problem for public health.  The EPA says it could 

qualify for federal aid.  More than half the area population gets drinking water from the aquifer. 

Unemployment Rates:  03/17/15; 7:19 p.m.; .23:  Cities throughout the state are seeing drops 

in the unemployment rate.  The Department of Employment security says year over year from 

January 2014 to January 2015….unemployment in Illinois has fallen from 8.8 percent to 6.9 

percent.  It’s the 11-month in a row that the rate has dropped in all metro areas.  IDES says the 

growth is strongest among the larger urban areas such as Chicago and Rockford. 

Blue Bell Recall:  03/25/15; 7:19 p.m.; .15:  More Blue Bell Ice Cream flavors have been 

recalled for having bacteria.  3 once chocolate, strawberry and vanilla ice cream cusps with tab 

lids.  Those could potentially be contaminated with Listeria.  The bacteria can cause serious and 

sometimes fatal infections. 

Drivers Facility:  03/30/15; 7:24 p.m.; .21:  Many people around Champaign are still waiting 

for the new driver’s license facility to open.  But tomorrow there will be another option.  The 

Secretary of State’s mobile DMV will be at the Urbana Free Library.  That will start at 9:30 in 

the morning and go until two in the afternoon.  Among other things you can renew your license, 

get new plates and register your car. 

 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WCIX broadcast 

public service announcements related to the following issues:   

 

Education– Energy Education Council, Supporting Minority Education 

Health/Healthcare– Children Health Fund, Take Care People-Enrollment Health 

Insurance  

Consumer – Energy Efficiency-Common Sense, No Text Safe Auto, Food Safety Education, 

IEMA Earthquake Preparedness, Army National Guard Fire & Storm 

Children/Youth-Adopt Illinois Kids 

Employment-EEO Job Postings Notification 2015 
 

 

 

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 

 

 


