
 

WCIX SIGN QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 

April 1, 2015 – June 30, 2015 

 
WCIX programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant 

treatment of the following issues that were important to the community in the 2nd quarter of 

2015: 

 

*Politics 

*Education 

*Crime 

*Health/Healthcare 

*Consumer Issues 

 

Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified 

community issues:  

 

LOCAL: 

Program Day Time 

The Morning Show Monday-Friday 7:00-9:00 a.m. 

WCIA 3 News on WCIX Monday-Friday 7:00-7:30 p.m. 

 

All of the above are locally-produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 

sports, including some issues-responsive reports, segments and multi-part series. 

 

 

SYNDICATED: 

Program Day Time 

Biz Kids$ Saturday 8:00-8:30 a.m. 

This Week in Agri-Business Sunday 6:00-7:00 a.m. 

 

Biz Kid$ is a weekly half-hour series focusing on financial literacy and entrepreneurship for 

teens, targeting 13 to 16 year olds.  Using a mix of strong financial education tools, dynamic 

sketch comedy, and inspiring true stories of young entrepreneurs.  Biz Kid$ provides important 

information for future success.  Each episode features, math, language arts, and social studies as 

well as teaching teens about money and business 

 

If you are a farmer, rancher, involved in agribusiness…or just have a general interest in 

agriculture (like you enjoy eating), you will find something of interest on This Week In Agri-

Business.  

 

 Politics 

Rauner Turnaround:  04/03/15; 7:24 p.m.; .37:  Governor Bruce Rauner is launching a 

turnaround tour.  He‟s promised to shake up Springfield.  So we‟re tracking his first hundred 

days in office.  He‟ll visit 17-counties over six days.  He‟ll use the tour to outline his Illinois 

turnaround agenda.  He‟ll talk …job growth, a property tax freeze, pension reform and more.  



He‟ll start his quest Monday in Cook County and close out Saturday here in Champaign County.  

And Rauner granted two out of 59 clemency petitions today.  Rauner inherited nearly three 

thousand petitions from the previous administration.  These are the first he has reviewed since 

taking office.  His office plans to review them on a regular basis. 

Chapin Rose Tuition Plan:  04/10/15; 7:15 p.m.; .42:  State Senator Chapin Rose has a new 

plan to save public universities some money.  We‟re keeping you Connected to the Capitol.  It 

focuses on how schools buy goods and services.  He says the laws are too complicated.  They get 

in the way of schools getting the lowest price.  The U of I estimates they‟re losing around 70-

million dollars a year because of it.  Senator Rose aims to update the process by making it more 

streamlined giving universities more flexibility to do their own buying.  That would make it 

faster and cheaper for them to get things done.  The draft will be filed next week. 

Aaron Schock Donor Sues:  04/15/15; 7:23 p.m.; .34:  The upset over ex-Congressman Aaron 

Schock misspending taxpayer and campaign dollars continues with another lawsuit.  Now a 

former donor has filed suit against the former Congressman in Northern Illinois.  He gave 

Schock 500-dollars back in 2002.  Claiming him and other contributors were misled and cheated. 

He wants them to get their money back.  Some county leaders say former Congressman Aaron 

Shock should pay literally.  Officials in Woodford and Marshall Counties say Schock should 

cover the costs of the special election to replace him.  In those two counties…it would add up to 

almost 200-thousand dollars. 

Lieutenant Governor Visit:  04/23/15; 7:22 p.m.; .30:   The Vice President wasn‟t the only big 

wig in town today. Lieutenant Governor Evelyn Sanguinetti stopped by a Champaign School.  

She visited a third-grade class at Barkstall Elementary.  Students have been learning about 

government.  They wrote letters to elected officials.  They even invited some to come to class.  

Students say they were pretty pumped when Sanguinetti said she was on the way.  Students also 

took her on a tour of their school. 

Governor Walker Death:  04/29/15; 7:20 p.m.; .52: Former Governor Dan Walker has died at 

the age of 92.  The Democrat served from 1973 to 1977.  He was considered one of the most 

energetic campaigners in state history.  The political unknown campaigned for the seat wearing a 

red bandanna and hiking boots.  He walked more than a thousand miles across Illinois.  But 

Walker also did time.  He served almost one and a half years in federal prison for loan fraud in 

the 80‟s.  Governor Rauner released this statement on Walker‟s passing….”Diana and I are 

saddened to learn of the passing of former Governor Dan Walker.  Our thoughts and prayers are 

with his family and friends during this difficult time.” 

 U of I Capitol Rally:  05/07/15; 7:17 p.m.; .41:  Members of the U of I Board of Trustees and 

staff also made the trip to the Capital City today.  It‟s University of Illinois Day at the 

Statehouse.  President Robert Easter along with University Leaders and Alumni were welcomed 

at the Capitol.  They used the time to meet and greet, but also take care of business.  They met 

with Lawmakers and talked about issues like state funding for the University.  Today marked the 

7
th

 Annual University of Illinois Capitol Day.  

Obama Library:  05/12/15; 7:23 p.m.; .39:  The City of Chicago will soon house the Barack 

Obama Presidential Center.  The President and First Lady made the announcement today.  The 

library and museum will go on Chicago‟s south side.  And they say it‟ll bring a lot of good to 

that part of the city.  Supporters of the move say the library would bring hundreds of jobs and 

millions of dollars in economic gains to the city and state. 

Session:  05/22/15; 7:09 p.m.; .21:  Democrats today shot down a worker‟s compensation bill 

they introduced.  We‟re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  The bill is very similar to one 



Governor Rauner was going to propose.  Republicans say they only introduced its first so they 

could reject it and send a strong message to the Governor.  Rauner went ahead anyway and 

introduced his version of the bill this afternoon. 

Gay Marriage Law Sunset:  05/28/15; 7:24 p.m.; .40:  June first marks the one year 

anniversary of the State‟s Gay Marriage Law taking effect.  And with that comes a reminder to 

same sex couples.  Monday is the deadline to their marriages backdated to the date of their civil 

unions for free.  After that they‟ll have to pay a fee…if they want the unions converted.  And 

there‟s less opposition to gay marriage here in the state.  A poll put out by the Paul Simon 

Institute of Public Policy found fewer republicans, conservatives and evangelicals are against it.  

Almost 55-percent of Illinois registered voters support full marriage rights for same-sex couples.  

That same report also shows 67.8 percent of republicans favor either civil unions or full marriage 

equality. 

Balancing Act:  06/02/15; 7:16 p.m.; .23:  Governor Rauner is forging ahead with attempts to 

balance the state‟s nearly 4-billion dollar budget hole.  We‟re keeping you connected to the 

Capitol.  In a statement Rauner claims he will close state museums, freeze major purchases and 

put a halt on some grants.  His actions will impact 10 agencies and could save the state 400-

million dollars.  But he‟s just getting started.  He says further actions are being prepared. 

Capitol Budget:  06/08/15; 7:26 p.m.; .20:  Lawmakers return back to the dome tomorrow to 

continue the overtime session.  The Senate will convene in a rare committee of the whole.  They 

talk about freezing property taxes.  And hear testimony from community leaders whose cities 

rely heavily on those taxes.  But as far as the budget goes members we spoke with believe those 

talks will continue amongst leaders. 

Edgar Endorse:  06/15/15; 7:23 p.m.; .37:   Former Governor Jim Edgar has endorsed one of 

the candidates to replace Aaron Schock.  Edgar announced today he supports Darin LaHood for 

the open U.S. Senate seat.  LaHood‟s one of 3 Republican candidates vying for that nomination.  

He wants to reform the tax code and repeal Obamacare.  Edgar says Lahood understood the need 

for job growth and the importance of restraining Government overspending.  The primary will be 

held July 7
th

.  The special election is September 10
th

. 

Lawmaker Pay:  06/22/15; 7:26 p.m.; .38:  Depending on what side of the aisle you‟re sitting 

on you may call the overtime session a waste.  We‟re keeping you connected to the Capitol.  But 

the good news is it isn‟t costing taxpayers as much.  Lawmakers‟ per diem stopped at the end of 

May.  That‟s normally 111 dollars a day for things like gas, food and housing.  But there are 

other costs during the ongoing session.  The normal per Diem for Illinois Lawmakers‟ ranks 32
nd

 

among all states. 

Shutdown Latest:  06/30/15; 7:25 p.m.; .71:  The State budget will not be solved by tonight‟s 

deadline.  After six months of talks, state leaders have not reached an agreement.  This means 

many state agencies will have to freeze payment or suspend services tomorrow.  We‟re keeping 

you connected to the Capitol.  The house invited agency directors to testify on how they are 

preparing for the shutdown.  But no one showed up.  Instead, the Governor‟s Budget Director 

and his Chief Counsel testified before the chamber.  Speaker Michael Madigan say he‟s been 

open to some of the Governor‟s calls for reform.  Including…..worker‟s compensation.  Partially 

privatizing the Department of Commerce and economic opportunity.  And even a property tax 

freeze.  Still, none Madigan‟s reform plans are getting Republican support.  The House is set to 

propose a two billion dollar, “essential services budget” to keep the state running next month.  

We know the Governor will likely oppose any band aid deal.  He wants to sign a full, 

comprehensive, balanced budget. 



 

 

 Education 

Unit 4 Savoy:  04/02/15; 7:27 p.m.; .31:  In less than a week voters will decide the future of 

Central High School.  And now some are concerned about what will happen to the Savoy 

students who go there.  The Village Board held a meeting last night.  Champaign School Board 

member Kerris Lee showed up.  The Board discussed the increased commute for Savoy students 

if the high school is built on Interstate Drive.  Lee says re-districting is possible and some kids 

will end up going to Centennial.  Lee also says the high schools are overcrowded and the money 

will allow them to add about 500 kids to each high school. 

MacArthur Move In:  04/06/15; 7:06 p.m.; .37:  Class is back in session or at least back in the 

right buildings for MacArthur High School Students in Decatur.  The yearlong renovations are 

finally finished.  The upgrades cost about 35-million dollars.  That paid for new classrooms and 

technology, revamped gym, library and auditorium.  Staff members say they‟re glad to give 

students a building to call their own.  A sales tax increase paid for it.  It also paid for changes at 

Eisenhower High School.  That was done last year. 

Danville Teachers:  04/17/15; 7:03 p.m.; .26:  Danville teachers have reached a tentative 

agreement with the District.  We‟re your Classroom Connection.  It‟s a one year extension.  The 

deal, which covers the District‟s teachers, teaching assistants, secretaries and learning resource 

clerks will be voted on Tuesday.  No details of the contract were released.  During the 2012-2013 

school year, District #118 teachers worked without a contract for a year as negotiations between 

the district and DEA stalled for several months. 

Danville Contract:  04/23/15; 7:16 p.m.; .17:  Danville teachers have a new contract extension.  

This is a WCIA 3 follow-up for you.  The Teacher‟s Association voted to approve a one year 

deal.  It will give members a 3-percent raise.  The Danville Education Association 

overwhelmingly ratified the deal.  The original contract was set to expire June 30
th

. 

EIU Fee Student Increase:  04/28/15; 7:28 p.m.; .15:  Students will soon pay more to go to 

EIU.  Tuition has gone up, and now they‟ll have to pay a higher athletic fee.  The board of 

trustees approved the plan during Friday‟s meeting.  And folks aren‟t happy about it.  Some 

faculty will likely lose their jobs over the deal. 

Charter Schools:  05/06/15; 7:27 p.m.; .43:  A new poll says Illinois Voters could be warming 

up the idea of Charter Public Schools.  We‟re your Classroom Connection.  The survey showed 

75 percent of registered voters support the idea.  The Illinois Network of Charter Schools 

released the results today.  A Decatur principal says these schools are the future of quality 

education for all.  The independent survey polled 600 registered voters from across 

Illinois…participants were from diverse racial and political backgrounds.  

College App Exams:  05/13/15/; 7:26 p.m.; .19:  High School Students who take advanced 

placement classes could soon find it easier to earn college credit.  Under a new bill, students in 

Illinois would only have to score a 3 out of 5 on an App test to earn college credits instead of a 4.  

Those in favor believe it could make college more affordable.  This bill already passed the house 

easily. 

Student Summer Meals:  05/21/15; 7:28 p.m.; .19:  Urbana students out for summer 

break…don‟t have to go hungry.  They can fill up their bellies for free.  District #116 is offering 

summer breakfast and lunch to all kids 18-and under starting June 8
th

.  They can get meals at 

three different schools Monday through Thursday.  The seamless Summer Food Program is 

sponsored by the Government. 



Monticello Schools:  05/27/15; 7:21 p.m.; .16:  Those in the Monticello School District want to 

make some changes of their own.  They want to make upgrades to the elementary, middle and 

high schools.  A 40-million dollar referendum to build “new” was shot down in April.  Now they 

have estimates on what it could cost to make smaller renovations. 

U of I Money:  06/03/15; 7:25 p.m.; .19:  U of I students could benefit from a move by 

President Tim Killeen.  Today he directed more than 8-million dollars for student programs.  The 

money comes from Central Administration.  It can support financial aid…and things like 

counseling and minority student recruitment.  Campuses will now be asked to submit proposals 

for a share of the funds.  

Parkland Smoking:  06/11/15; 7:16 p.m.; .30:    Parkland College is clearing the air ahead of a 

new state law banning smoking on college campuses.  Signs are posted reminding people about 

the law.  That goes into effect July 1.  That means no smoking anywhere on campus, including 

bus stops and parking lots.  Parkland students say they think it‟s a smart law.  Some schools, 

including the U of I, already have smoking bans on the books. 

Medical Center Name:  06/16/15; 7:08 p.m.; .22:  It‟s looking more and more like the U of I„s 

new College of Medicine will be named after Carle Foundation Hospital.  The Academic Senate 

has endorsed the name, “Carle-Illinois College of Medicine.”  The school was approved in 

March.  It will be the nation‟s first engineering-based medical college.  And the first new college 

at the U of I in 60 years.  The name will be officially approved next month. 

Villa Grove Superintendent:  06/24/15; 7:10 p.m.; .21:  The Villa Grove School District has 

suspended their Superintendent.  The school board held a special meeting last night.  They voted 

to put Mary Ann Manos on administrative leave.  Her lawyer says she will be paid during that 

time.  The board will then decide if she will keep her job.  Mano‟s was just two years into her 

four-year contract.  No word on why she was put on leave. 

New President Lincoln College:  06/29/15; 7:23 p.m.; .16:  There‟s a new man in charge at 

Lincoln College. And he has big plans.  Today was Dr. David Gerlach‟s first day as School 

President.  He plans to transition the college into a university, add bachelors and also advanced 

degree programs and also move the sports programs to higher association. 

 

 Crime 

Kankakee Prison:  04/01/15; 7:03 p.m.; .16:  Authorities are searching Kankakee and other 

parts of the state for an escaped murderer.  23-year old Kamron Taylor is considered armed and 

dangerous.  He overpowered a guard at a Kankakee jail…took his uniform and car keys.  Then 

escaped in his SUV.  The Kankakee County Sheriff tells us more. 

Champaign Shooting:  04/09/15; 7:06 p.m.; .22: The man accused of a Champaign shooting 

was in court today.  20 year-old Tarrell Boatman of Urbana is charged with aggravated battery 

with a firearm.  Police say he shot a man several times.  It happened yesterday on North Elm 

Street near Bradley.  Boatman was arrested at the scene.  The victim was taken to a hospital.  No 

word yet on his condition.  If convicted, Boatman could spend up to 30-years in prison. 

Scam Alert:  04/13/15; 7:03 p.m.; .50:  Macon County authorities are on the lookout for 

someone who was impersonating a deputy.  They say a man was calling people on Saturday 

morning…trying to collect money.  He told them they missed a court appearance or jury duty.  

But they could get it taken care of paying over the phone.  It was a”217” number on caller ID so 

investigators gave the man a call.  He had been asking for between 500 and a thousand dollars.  

But after calling the man…investigators say they stopped getting reports about him.  Now 



they‟re trying to track him down.  They don‟t think anyone fell for it.  But say if you get a call 

like this…hang up and call police. 

Kankakee Teacher:  04/23/15; 7:07 p.m.; .18:  A Kankakee teacher is charged with criminal 

sexual assault.  42-year old Stephen Disanto is accused of assaulting a 17-year old high school 

student.  Police say he and the student were also communicating over the phone and internet.  

Disanto teaches social studies for Kankakee School District #111.  He was arrested late Tuesday 

night. 

Mall Sentence:  04/27/15; 7:03 p.m.; .22:  An Urbana woman will serve 18-months in federal 

prison and pay a fine for her part in a kidnapping hoax.  Monica Ramirez told police she‟d been 

kidnapped from Martketplace Mall last June.  She said Eduardo Cortez took her.  Turns out it 

was all a lie Ramirez told to keep their relationship a secret from her family.  Cortez was 

sentenced in the conspiracy as well.  He‟ll serve 10 months.  

Teen Bank Robber:  06/24/15; 7:05 p.m.; .21:  A teen is headed to lock up.  A court sentenced 

the 16-year old to 15-years in the Department of Juvenile Justice for robbing an Urbana Bank.  

She was part of a pair of bank robberies at the Heartland Bank and Trust on Philo Road.  The girl 

was caught with two other suspects…one a teen, the other an adult.  The three were arrested in 

March.  The girl says someone put her up to it. 

Rantoul Shooting:  05/11/15; 7:06 p.m.; .17:  Rantoul Police are looking for the person who 

shot a man outside a liquor store last night.  It happened at Colonial Liquors.  A 27-year old man 

was shot and taken to the hospital.  Police are looking for information in this case.  If you know 

anything reach out to Champaign County Crimestoppers…at 373-tips. 

Cody Taylor Charged:  05/18/15; 7:08 p.m.; .23:  A third suspect is facing charges for holding 

up a U of I student.  And he could be charged as an adult.  Police say 17-year old Cody Taylor 

was pointing the gun during the robbery.  It happened back on May 1
st
 in the 1 thousand block of 

Lincoln Avenue in Champaign.  Taylor was already on probation in Cook County for a different 

robbery.  If he‟s found guilty he could serve up to 45 years. Two others have also been charged. 

Bank Robbery:  05/26/15; 7:05 p.m.; .26:  Two Chicago men accused of robbing a Danville 

bank were in court today.  18 year-old Victor Hurtado and 37 year old Pierre Theodore are 

charged with aggravated and armed robbery.  Police say the suspects walked into the Central 

Illinois Bank on North Vermilion Street on Saturday.  One of them showed a gun, and demanded 

cash.  The two took off, but didn‟t make it far.  Officers tracked them down with a K-9 and 

caught them.  Investigators say their operation went well. 

Bank Robbery:  6/05/15; 7:04 p.m.; .56:  Police are looking for a man they say robbed a 

Champaign Bank.  It happened this morning at First Financial Bank in the 1600 Block of South 

Prospect Avenue.  The suspect went in and threatened the clerk.  That clerk gave him money and 

he ran away after that.  Investigators brought a K-9 Unit to help track down the suspect.  But 

they hope people from the community can help as well.  No one was hurt.  Investigators say they 

have no reason to believe this is connected with any other robberies lately.  The suspect is a 

black man in his mid-20.  He‟s around 5 foot 8 and 200 pounds.  He was last seen wearing a 

black sweatshirt and grey pants.  We‟re told he has a thin mustache.  If you saw anything 

suspicious this morning.  Give Crimestoppers a call.  373-Tips. 

Danville Bank Robbery:  06/11/15; 7:06 p.m.; .27:   Danville Police arrested two men after an 

attempted bank robbery.  It‟s one of tonight‟s top stories.  They say the suspects tried to rob 

“First Savings Bank” last night.  It‟s on West William Street in Danville.  Police say the two men 

tried to get into the building, but the door was locked.  So they ran to a car on North Vermilion 



Street and drove off.  They then crashed the car, and took off running.  Police chased them down 

and arrested them.  Officers haven‟t released their names. 

Child Abuse:  06/17/15; 7:04 p.m.; .69:  A Rantoul man is accused of fracturing a child‟s skull.  

Jade Kilgore is being held on charges of aggravated battery of a child.  Rantoul police say 

Kilgore was watching the 15-month old boy for his girlfriend in Ludlow.  He told the mom the 

little boy fell down the stairs.  He was taken to the hospital and doctors found at least five broken 

ribs.  Also bleeding on the brain, bruising, and a possible fractured vertebrae.  Kilgore isn‟t 

allowed to have any contact with the mother or her son. 

Another Decatur Arrest:  06/25/15; 7:05 p.m.; .17:  A teenager was arrested in Decatur after 

leading police on a foot chase.  Police say they caught Ty-Yuan Anderson and found a gun and 

drugs on him.  He was on probation for robbery.  Anderson is the fourth person to be 

arrested…connected to this past weekend‟s shootings.  And police say they expect to make more. 

Boitnott Court:  06/30/15; 7:04 p.m.; .27:  The man accused of leaving his daughter in a field 

to die might not be fit for trail.  Thomas Boitnott is charged with attempted murder.  Police say 

he abandoned his 6-month old daughter in a field near St. Joseph earlier this month.  A doctor is 

determining is Boitnott is mentally stable enough to stand trial.  Crews spent 15 hours searching 

for the child.  She was found in the middle of the night face down in the mud.  Boitnott also 

faces charges for stealing a car and kidnapping. 

 

 

 Health/Healthcare 

Intestinal Illness:  04/03/15; 7:26 p.m.; .18:   The CDC warns some international travelers are 

carrying a serious and fast-spreading intestinal illness to the U.S.  It‟s called “Shigellosis” and 

it‟s ant-biotic resistant.  So far 243-people in 32 states have gotten sick.  And nearly 90-percent 

of the cases tested are resistant to Cipro, which is the first choice for treatment. 

Antibiotics:  04/09/15; 7:22 p.m.; .20:  Scientists may have come up with a way to combat the 

rise of drug-resistant bacteria.  It‟s Med Center 3 tonight.  Researchers from the University of 

Exeter in England found alternating the doses of antibiotics killed bacterial infections more 

effectively than current treatments.  Researchers also say the technique required lower than 

normal doses. 

Hand Transplant:  04/15/15; 7:19 p.m.; .38:  April is National donate life month.  And one 

local hospital is being recognized for having a hand-up in the latest donation technology.  It‟s in 

Med Center 3 tonight.  Memorial Medical Center received recognition for years of hard work in 

preparing to reattach hands, arms and fingers.  Secretary of State Jesse White awarded the 

hospital today.  They have yet to perform an actual hand transplant from a donor, but staff say 

they are prepared.  And doctors say just like any other organ, a lot goes into receiving a hand 

transplant.  They look for matches in blood, bone, tissue and skin color. 

Canine Flu:  04/24/15; 7:26 a.m.; .33:  The University of Illinois is releasing information to pet 

owners.  CIV is estimated to have sickened more than 1-thousand dogs in the Chicago area.  The 

signs of this highly contagious respiratory disease include coughing, sneezing, nasal discharge, 

lethargy and fever.  The illness can be mild to severe depending on an animal‟s health.  And to 

help pet owners stay in the know.  The University of Illinois has released information about CIV.  

We‟ve posted their list on our website.  It‟s all on illinoishomepage.net. 

Medicaid Cuts/Hospitals:  04/29/15; 7:21 p.m.; .18:   Medicaid cuts were once again a hot 

topic at the Capitol today.  The Illinois Hospital Association voiced concerns about the impact 

cuts could have on communities statewide.  IHA claims the cuts could cost the state 13-thousand 



jobs and the economy could take a nearly 2-billion dollar hit.  The reductions would take effect 

July 1
st
.  

Medical Marijuana:  05/05/15; 7:17 p.m.; .21:  The State could soon see more health 

conditions added to the list of qualifiers for Medical Marijuana.  An advisory board voted in 

favor of adding IBS, Osteo-Arthritis, Anorexia and eight other conditions to their list.  The next 

step would be approval from the Public Health Director and Lawmakers.  The advisory board 

rejected three conditions.  Including anxiety and diabetes. 

Men with Estrogen:  05/12/15; 7:26 p.m.; .20:  New research finds men with naturally high 

levels of the female hormone Estrogen have a greater risk of developing breast cancer.  It‟s in 

Med Center 3 tonight.  Estrogen has long been linked to cancer in women but this is the first time 

researchers connected it to men.  The lifetime risk of a man in the U.S. getting breast cancer is 

about 1 in a thousand. 

Child Swimmers:  05/22/15; 7:21 p.m.; .28:  If your kids are hitting the pool this Memorial 

Day weekend, you might want to remind them about safety.  It‟s in Med Center 3 tonight.  U.S. 

Health officials are warning people about accidental drowning that can happened when kids 

aren‟t careful in the pool.  Even healthy swimmers can lose consciousness during games where 

they hold their breath underwater.  Kids are also intentionally hyperventilating before going 

underwater to improve their lunch capacity.  The CDC says these games are too risky. 

High Altitude & SIDS:  05/25/15; 7:22 p.m.; .16:  Living at high altitudes may increase the 

risk of sudden infant death syndrome.  It‟s in Med Center 3 tonight.  Denver researchers say 

babies living at altitudes above 8 thousand feet were at more than “twice” the risk for SIDS.  

Parents are reminded to put babies to sleep on their backs.  

Long Sitting Hours:  06/02/15; 7:21 p.m.; .20:  Office workers in Britain are encouraged to get 

on their feet.  It‟s something that could be crucial for their health.  It‟s in Med Center 3 tonight.  

Research has shown sitting too long is bad for you.  And we mean bad, causing serious illness or 

even early death.  The newest recommendation suggests spending four hours standing or walking 

throughout the day. 

Age and Autism:  06/09/15; 7:28 p.m.; .27:  A new massive study looks at the relationship 

between a parent‟s age and children with autism.  It‟s in Med Center 3 tonight.  The study finds 

autism rates are 66-percent higher among children whose dads re in their 50‟s that compared to 

dads in their 20‟s.  Rates were also significantly higher for the children of teen moms.  

Plus….the age difference between parents is a factor.  Researchers say parents who were born at 

least a decade apart are at higher risk of having a child with autism. 

Trans Fat Ban:  06/16/15; 7:20 p.m.; .41:   Today the Food and Drug Administration put it it‟s 

foot down on trans-fat.  They‟re giving the food industry three years to eliminate it from foods.  

For an Urbana Scientist, this has been more than six decades in the making…Fred Kummerow is 

100 years old and has spent most of his time studying the dangers of trans-fat.  He sued the FDA 

for a decision on whether they should be removed back in 2013.  Now, he says that ban can‟t 

come soon enough.  He say‟s 6-hundred thousand people die from heart disease every year.   

Something that trans-fats have been linked to. 

Climate:  06/23/15; 7:19 p.m.; .15:  A Global Commission warns climate change “could 

undermine” half a century of gains when it comes to human health.  Researchers say intense 

weather such as heat waves and floods impact a person directly.  Indirect impacts include air 

pollution, malnutrition and forced migration. 

Pool Parasites:  06/29/15; 7:26 p.m.; .38:  Lifeguards often warn not to swim alone.  But the 

CDC warns you might be swimming with a parasite.  Cryptosporidium is a parasite that thrives 



in chlorine water and causes digestion problems.  The CDC says it‟s becoming more common.  

It‟s made more than 17-hundred people sick between 2011 and 2012 alone.  Local pools are on 

the lookout for what‟s in their water.  Sholem Aquatic Center asks all of its guests to shower 

before they swim.  And CDC says if you‟re worried about your pool water, ask to see their most 

recent health department report.  

 

 Consumer Issues 

AAA Gas Spending:  04/02/15; 7:17 p.m.; .15:  Triple A says the average U.S. consumer is 

spending roughly 100-dollars less a month on gas than this time last year.  Prices usually climb 

for the summer driving season, but this year AAA says we could see prices fall even further 

because there‟s still plenty of supply. 

O’Brien for Sale:  04/10/15; 7:19 p.m.; .18:  One of the largest car dealerships in Downstate 

Illinois will soon have a new owner.  O‟Brien Auto Park will be sold by September 1
st
.  President 

Jim Turner says he and the majority owner have signed a letter of intent to sell the company to 

the Ed Napleton Automotive Group.  O‟Brien is off of 1-74 in Urbana.  About 200 people work 

there. 

Money Smart:  04/17/15; 7:18 p.m.; .38:  Community leaders are coming together to celebrate 

financial literacy.  They‟re celebrating money smart week in Illinois.  Today it kicked off with a 

breakfast.  People heard from various speakers-including someone from the U of I‟s Finance 

Department.  And several students received scholarships for an essay contest.  We talked to a 

winner who wrote a paper on how kids should use apps to manage their money.  Out of 150 

students only 7 were chosen to win.  For more information on money Smart Week it‟s on our 

website.  Illinoishomepage.net. 

Blue Bell Recall:  04/421/15; 7:13 p.m.; .16:  After weeks of gradual recalls, Blue Bell is now 

pulling all of its products off store shelves.  The Company says everything from ice cream to 

frozen yogurt and other treats could be contaminated with Listeria.  Three people have died and 

five others have gotten sick from the bacteria. 

EPA Cleanup:  04/27/15; 7:23 p.m.; .20:  A hazardous site in Vermilion County is getting 

cleaned up.  EPA officials have found soil with arsenic and lead.  The toxic dirt came from the 

old Hegeler Zinc Processing Plant.  This case has been ongoing for more than eight years.  

Neighborhoods nearby were tested.  Crews will start removing the contaminated soil in August.  

They‟re expected to wrap up in the fall. 

Gas Prices:  05/04/15; 7:07 p.m.; .23:  Temperatures aren‟t the only thing rising this week.  Gas 

prices in Illinois have seen an increase.  Gas is up more than 4 cents a gallon state-wide, 

according to gasbuddy.com.  The state average is 2.68 cents.  This week‟s national prices rose 

more than 8 cents.  Fortunately for us gas has actually dropped in parts of Central Illinois.  The 

average in Champaign is 24 cents below the state average. 

Chase Donations:  05/13/15; 7:21 p.m.; .18:   Chase will convert almost all of its debit and 

credit cards to the more secure chip technology by the end of the year.  The new cards will have 

microchips, which are harder to copy than the current magnetic strips on the back of a card.  The 

types of cards are already used in Europe and have dramatically cut down on fraud. 

Egg Prices:  05/20/15; 7:14 p.m.; .12:  You might want to focus up next time you hit the 

grocery store.  Egg prices have surged as a massive bird flu outbreak tightens supplies.  For the 

past week, prices have been climbing at a rate of about 5 percent a day. 

Urbana Taxes:  05/26/15; 7:23 p.m.; .20:  The Urbana City Council is looking at raising taxes.  

Taxes on fuel, food and beverage, hotels, and large purchases of natural gas could be going up.  



The City‟s finance manager says it‟d generate nearly a million dollars in revenue.  If the council 

approves this it would take effect at the beginning of August.  It will be discussed at their council 

meeting tonight. 

Urbana Budget:  06/01/15; 7:04 p.m.; .36:   City leaders in Urbana are planning next year‟s 

budget.  The proposed 47-million budget comes with cuts.  Compared to last year, half a million 

in spending and five full-time city positions will be eliminated.  But what you‟ll notice most if 

you drive in Urbana, 20 million dollars‟ worth of road work will be finished over the next year.  

All in all, the city will be pulling in about a million dollars in new revenue.  Most of that would 

come from four new taxes.  The city says if you live, work, or drive in Urbana, you‟ll spend a 

little extra.  They say the reason for that…two hospitals with an Urbana address. 

New Lotto Game-HIV:  06/09/15; 7:24 p.m.; .37:   The Illinois Lottery is giving you another 

good reason to take a chance.  Today they introduced a new edition of their red ribbon cash 

game.  All proceeds will fund AIDS education and other prevention efforts.  It‟s part of a joint 

mission between the agency and the Department of Public Health.  Officials say the game could 

raise around 2-million dollars. 

Farm Progress Show:  06/16/15; 7:19 p.m.; .23:  Come this fall temperatures may cool down, 

but Decatur‟s Farm Progress Show will likely heat up.  The already ranked largest trade show in 

the nation, will be back and bigger than ever.  Organizers say they‟re expanding.  They‟ll add 

three more streets to the event site making room for more than 100 vendors.  It all will start 

September 1
st
.   

Homes Sales:  06/22/15; 7:18 p.m.; .19:  We now have new numbers on the health of the 

housing market statewide.  Reports show home sales rose close to six percent last month.  It‟s in 

tonight‟s Business Brief…the Illinois Association of Realtors reports sales climbed 5.6 percent 

in May.  And close to 15 thousand homes and condos sold statewide. 

Crop Update:  06/29/15; 7:12 p.m.; .38:  Farmers in Central Illinois say this year‟s crops are in 

good shape considering the amount of rain we‟ve gotten.  That‟s because “most” farmers in the 

area have prepared for weather like we‟ve seen.  Industry insiders say those farmers who 

installed drainage tiles are now realizing the value of their investment.  Corn that started coming 

up toward the beginning of the seas is ahead of schedule for the most part.  They say…the 

soybeans crop is a bit further behinds because of the heavy rains. 

 

 

Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WCIX broadcast 

public service announcements related to the following issues:   

 

Education– Energy Educational Council-Ashley & Lee 

Health/Healthcare– Food Safety Education  

Consumer – Not Text-Safe Auto, Army National Guard Fire/Flood 

Children/Youth-Father Hood Involvement-Tea Pot, Change the World 60 Values.org 

Employment-EEO Job Postings Notification/Children’s Programming Notification 
 

 

These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 

 

 

 


