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                                       April 1 to June 30, 2019 

WGRT has identified the following as significant issues facing our community in this second 

quarter of 2019:  

A.  Crime In The City Of Port Huron 

B. Severe Weather And Possible Flooding 

C. The Opioid Crisis In Port Huron 

 

   A.  Crime In The City Of Port Huron 

According to City Manager James Freed, The Port Huron Police Department continued to be       

extremely busy during the quarter, with an average 30 crimes per month of an unusual or 

serious nature.  From charges of terrorism to gunshots to assaults, the city continues to see 

crime increase.  Stories were aired as released from the Police Department throughout the 

quarter. 

B.  Severe Weather And Possible Flooding 

Due to heavy rainfall throughout April and May, water levels rose to dangerous 

proportions.  WGRT aired information on where the water levels were headed and 

how people could sign up for sandbags.  WGRT kept the public informed 

throughout those two months as to the amount of rainfall and where the water levels 

were rising the most. 

 

C.  The Opioid Crisis In Port Huron 

According to City Manager James Freed, the number of opioid overdoses has              

decreased during this quarter.  There has been significant training for using 

Naloxone as well as much awareness put in front of the public on the dangers of the 

drug use.  Stories were aired once a month on the drug take back program through 

the City Police, the St. Clair County Sheriff Department and Community Mental 

Health. 

On April 2nd, WGRT aired news stories concerning the Opioid Crisis - April 2Patients can 

now fill out a state form that directs health professionals and emergency medical services 

personnel to not administer opioids to them.  The Michigan Department of Health and Human 

Services recently made the non-opioid directive form available to the public on its website in 

response to a new state law. The directive is part of the State of Michigan’s multifaceted plan to 

address the opioid epidemic.   Once submitted, the directive must be included in the patient’s 

medical records. As part of the state-government-wide plan to address the issue, MDHHS has 

developed an action plan that is focused on prevention, early intervention and treatment. 
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Local Topics: 

WGRT met on Friday, April 5 with Wonderful News Radio, Power 88 FM to congratulate them 

on their upcoming move to downtown Port Huron.  WGRT General Manager Marty Doorn met 

with Hope FM and Power 88 FM General Manager Brian Smith, received a tour of the new 

location and awarded a donation to the radio station to help them in their move.  News stories 

read on Monday, April 8. 

WGRT attended the annual Town Hall Luncheon on Tuesday, April 23, following the 2018-19 

season.  WGRT highlights this program throughout the year with interviews and giving 

information to listeners.  Town Hall is an affordable program of speakers and specials guests 

throughout the fall and winter months offering education and entertainment to residents.  For 

over 65 years Town Hall has brought in this culture to our community.  Part of the monies raised 

is donated to non-profit organizations who are celebrated at the luncheon.  WGRT aired news 

stories on Wednesday, April 24 discussing the funds and the upcoming season. 

WGRT sponsored and attended the annual Hope Blooms, Hunter Hospitality House Banquet, on 

April 27, which raises funds for two bed and breakfast style homes, which offer temporary 

housings for patients or their loved ones when facing a health emergency.  There is no charge to 

the people staying at the homes, and WGRT feels it is crucial to assist in providing these services 

for people in need.  Stories aired in the final week of April. 

WGRT attended a United Way of St. Clair County press conference, concerning their upcoming 

programs and funds distributed. Brent Gillette, Campaign Director and Labor Liaison, talked in 

news stories about the funds and Doug Dolph, Executive Director discussed the services and 

supplies available to the community through United Way.  The event was held on Wednesday, 

May 1st and stories aired on Thursday, May 2. 

WGRT attended the annual Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast on Thursday, May 2nd.  Social media and 

stories aired the topics discussed at the breakfast and reminded the public that services would be 

held throughout the day. 

Each week WGRT talks with St. Clair County Administrator, Karry Hepting, concerning some 

of the happenings in the county, as well as offering up county news that residents need to be 

made aware.  These talks air on Fridays or Mondays, weekly. 

Twice a month, following Port Huron City Council Meetings, Mayor Pauline Repp 

discusses with Cathie Martin the results of the meetings, and highlights of those 

talks are aired every other week on Thursdays. 
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Aired: April 2 

The Art on the River Committee has announced there will be a new location for Port Huron’s 

premiere art, craft and music fair and it will be permanent according to Trina Avedisian, Chair of 

the committee. . Ms. Avedisian stated that the event is moving to the next level with the booking 

of Derek St. Holmes, most notably known for his years touring with Ted Nugent.  She also noted 

the size of the park will allow for even more artists and crafters, making it a continued 

destination event in Port Huron.  The new location will be at Kiefer Park, at 500 Merchant Street 

on the banks of the St. Clair River, keeping in line with its name, of Art on the River.  This is the 

event’s 9th year, and is scheduled for June 7, 8th and 9th.   

Aired April 5 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) has confirmed four 

additional measles cases, bringing the state total to 34 for this year. The newly confirmed cases 

were all in Oakland County, bringing the case count to 33 in Oakland County and one in Wayne 

County. Infected individuals range in age from 8 months to 63.  This is the highest number of 

measles in the state since 1991 when 65 cases were reported. So far this year, there have been 

387 cases of measles confirmed in 15 states.  MDHHS is working closely with Oakland and 

Wayne county health departments to identify possible exposure locations.  

Aired April 8 

St. Clair County Community College’s nursing department and the Michigan Abolitionist Project (MAP) 

are partnering to present a human trafficking conference this afternoon, Monday, April 8, from 2:30 to 

5:30 p.m. in the college’s Fine Arts Theatre.  The conference not only aims to increase awareness and 

understanding of the global crisis but also will focus on human trafficking from a health care 

perspective, educating professionals in the field on the assessment and evaluation of potential 

victims.  The second annual seminar will feature remarks from keynote speaker Danielle Bastien, RN, 

DNP FNP-BC, an emergency room nurse at Henry Ford Hospital in Detroit. Bastien recently completed 

the DNP program at Wayne State University, where her doctoral thesis focused on human trafficking. 

She developed a policy for Henry Ford Health System which implemented changes to the triage and 

emergency department process to help better identify patients who are victims of human 

trafficking.  “We’re so excited to partner with MAP to host this important event at SC4,” said Patti 

Tibble, director of the college’s nursing program. “Human trafficking is a critically important topic to 

address as nurses and health care professionals, and we’re glad to help bring training and assessment 

tools to professionals in our region.”  Interested attendees can learn more and register online through 

the MAP website. Registration is $20, and the event will issue 2.5 continuing education contact hours for  
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Aired April 9 – April26 

The Blue Water Feed The World Packaging benefiting Kids Coalition Against Hunger has kicked off and 

the committee has set the date for Saturday, April 27 at Port Huron High School.  This year, the goal is to 

package 150,000 meals.  Mark your calendar, sign up as a volunteer and consider recruiting your own 

team of 13.  If you would like to make a financial contribution, the committee needs to raise $42,000 to 

package the 150,000 meals.   According to John Romine co-coordinator of the event, checks may be 

made payable to KCAH and mailed to Kids Coalition Against Hunger, P.O. Box 930794, Wixom, Michigan 

48393 – with Blue Water 2019 written in the check memo line.  You can also give online at kcah.info, 

then click “Get Involved” and look for Blue Water 2019. 

Aired April 10 

St. Clair County youth risk behavior data shows the need to establish a new community prevention 

coalition.  According to Lisa Ruddy, BS, CHES, Health Educator at the St. Clair County Health Department, 

all voices are needed at the table in order to work together to reduce risk factors for youth substance 

use. Substance use is at the root of many societal concerns, such as not graduating, behavioral issues, 

truancy, violence, or family problems. Preventing risky behaviors will impact the health, well-being and 

ultimately the lives of teens and the community around them. Together, she says we will prioritize 

substance use issues to tackle and develop a five-year comprehensive, community-owned plan to guide 

coalition efforts.  They are looking for representation at all three planning sessions to help map out 

strategies that will improve the health of local youth. Mark your calendar and share with everyone you 

know. Lunch will be provided. 

Aired April 12 – April 23 April 24 

The 17th annual Earth Fair is Friday, April 26 from 9am – 4pm and Saturday, April 27 from 

10am – 4pm at Goodells County Park in the heart of St. Clair County. Parking, admission and 

activities are free.  Earth Fair is Michigan’s largest Earth Day celebration. It is a two-day event 

designed to showcase earth-friendly options for food, energy, transportation, clothing, homes, 

gardening and more. By blending together demonstrations, workshops, exhibits and artisans, 

Earth Fair offers a unique opportunity for thousands of visitors to connect with over 60 

exhibitors promoting healthy, earth-friendly and organic products and services.   
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Aired April 17 

The City of Port Huron has entered into a Consent Judgement with the Days Inn that has been 

approved.  The Judgement calls for a transformation in the business practices of the Days Inn 

and calls for significant investment into the property. According to Port Huron City Manager 

James Freed, failure to comply with this agreement could result in the Hotel closing for up to a 

year.  Freed said the city’s goal was simple.  He stated “our community will not tolerate this type 

of establishment harboring and enabling criminal activity, and this needs to change. We believe 

this agreement, if properly executed can achieve that goal.”  In February of this year, the City 

filed a Verified Complaint against Port Huron Nights, Inc., the owner of the Days Inn Hotel in 

Port Huron located on Pine Grove Avenue, just north of the Blue Water Bridge. In the complaint 

the inn was described as a public nuisance which is  defined as a building or place that is “used 

for the unlawful manufacture, transporting, sale, keeping for sale, bartering, or furnishing of a 

controlled substance”  and also, the building itself was found to pose serious fire hazards. 

Aired April 25 

The St. Clair County Sheriff’s Office has announced the semi-annual National Drug Take-Back 

Day will take place this Saturday, April 27th from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. The Sheriff’s 

Office will be participating in the nationwide event by opening the lobby of their offices to 

anyone wishing to dispose of unwanted, expired or unused pills. On the drug take-back day it 

should be noted that only pills are able to be accepted. The Sheriff’s Department states they 

cannot accept liquids, syringes, patches, inhalers or creams. The St. Clair County Health 

Department will also be on hand for the event handing out literature regarding proper disposal 

and storage of medications. This will be the 17th Drug Take Back Day at the Sheriff’s Office. 

Through the previous 16 events, more than 1900 pounds of pills have been turned in for disposal. 

Aired April 29 

Before traveling this warm weather season, you should be cautious about those pesky bugs. 

The Center for Disease Control is warning travelers to take extra precautions to avoid bug bites 

this summer season. Bugs, including mosquitoes, ticks, fleas, and some flies, can spread 

diseases such as malaria, yellow fever, Zika, Lyme, all of which have the risk of severe and 

lasting consequences. Several diseases like Zika and Lyme disease that are spread by bug 

bites cannot be prevented or treated with vaccines or medicine. Some steps you can take to 

prevent bug bites include using insect repellent, covering all exposed areas and avoiding bugs 

by choosing accommodations wisely while traveling. For more on how to avoid bug bites visit 

cdc.gov/travel 
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Aired April 30 

Thursday of last week was “Bring Your Child To Work Day”, and that is what County 

Administrator/Controller Karry Hepting did.  When Karry made the weekly call into WGRT, she 

mentioned her daughter Lexie was working with her and Lexie wanted to give the information to 

our listeners about the “empty the shelter event”.  Lexie informed listeners that the County is 

hosting this event on Tuesday, May 4th beginning at 10 a.m. – Adoption fee will be $25 and area 

residents can be pre-approved by contacting the shelter in advance at (810) 984-3155.  The 

Animal Control Shelter is located at 3378 Griswold Rd 

Aired April 30 

McLaren Health Care Corp., a 14-hospital health system with a location here in Port Huron, has 

jumped on the emerging telehealth bandwagon by offering a new service called McLarenNow to 

employees, patients and anyone who has a non-emergency primary care condition.  For a $49 

fee, people are able to register at McLarenNow with their smartphone or computer and use a web 

camera to talk with one of five board-certified family physicians on McLaren’s hospital 

staffs.  Common conditions might include back strain, cough and cold, ear pain, headaches, pink 

eye, rash, sore throat sinus problems and flu symptoms.  The program ran as a pilot trial in the 

month of February for hospital employees and the full telehealth service opened up to all March 

1.  Authorities say about 200 telehealth consultations have been delivered, with 82 percent 

women, mostly mothers inquiring about their children’s medical condition. 

 

Aired May 3 

For several years, the problem of water fowl along the waterfront has escalated.  In an effort to 

combat the messy problem, authorities rules that it was illegal to feed the waterfowl in hopes 

they would not congregate along the walkway and grass areas of the boardwalks.  In light of that, 

City Manager James Freed ordered Waterfront signage to be posted to stop people feeding the 

wildlife.  WGRT talked about the issue and encouraged listeners to be mindful of the ruling 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=animal+control+port+huron&oq=animal+control+port+huron&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.3483j0j1&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
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Aired May 3 

United Way of St. Clair County announced their first of four waves of programs to be funded by 

their 2018 Campaign.  Each of these programs fall into UWSCC’s Teaching Youth Life Skills 

Impact Area.  At a press conference held at the United Way on Wednesday, Executive Director 

Doug Dolph stated that a  total of over $81,000 is being released to five organizations for eight 

programs, to help the community’s youth have a stronger bridge into young 

adulthood.   Organizations included The Harbor, Girl Scouts of Southeast Michigan, SONS, 

Michigan Crossroads Council-Boy Scouts of America and The ARC of St. Clair 

County.  According to Lisa Fecteau, Street Outreach Worker at the Harbor, the funds they are 

receiving will be used for their Street Outreach Program, focusing on at risk youth ages 12 to 

21.  According to Doug Dolph, Programs and funding for the three remaining Impact Areas will 

be announced throughout the summer; one Impact Area per month. 

Aired May 13 –  

St. Clair County Community Mental Health had their annual awards banquet, and according to 

St. Clair County Administrator Controller Karry Hepting, the St. Clair County Sheriff 

Department was honored with the art of caring award.  This award is given to different 

organizations or businesses that make a significant impact on the programs and individuals 

supported by CMH.  The Sheriff Department had been working with CMH to have a more 

collaborative relationship to provide training for officers when they are responding to calls where 

individuals might be exhibiting symptoms of mental illness.  Hepting says that it involved 

Sheriff Department Staff and CMH Staff, working together, job shadowing to understand each 

other’s roles and how to better help those individuals. 

Week of May 20 – 

Due to ongoing and predicted water level increases in the Great Lakes basin, the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers authorized an accelerated approval program for installation of seawalls or 

other regulated flood control measures.  Port Huron City Manager, James Freed, wanted  City of 

Port Huron residents in areas likely to be affected to take immediate action.  Warnings were 

given each day during news times during this week, advising folks who reside on Harsen’s Island 

as well as those along the waterfront front in Algonac and New Baltimore.  WGRT talked about 

sandbag availability and what systems should be shut down on homes.  Residents were also 

warned that even if the area didn’t receive a great deal of rain, wind, in itself could cause 

problems. 



          WGRT Quarterly Issues and Program Second  Quarter 2019 

                                       April 1 to June 30, 2019 

 

 

 

Aired June 6  

Investigation continues into a shooting that occurred in the 2500 block of Manuel Street in 

Port Huron on May 31 shortly after 1 a.m.  The Port Huron Major Crimes Unit signed a 

warrant for Xavier Trevon Davis whose whereabouts were unknown.  The Port Huron Major 

Crimes Unit is asked for assistance in locating Davis.  WGRT aired news stories asking for 

anyone with information to call the Major Crimes Unit. 

Aired June 11 

Maggie’s Wigs 4 Kids of Michigan is raising funds to build a new 4,600 square foot facility. 

Maggie’s Wigs 4 Kids of Michigan is a local, grassroots 501©3 nonprofit organization that 

provides wigs & support services to children ages 3 to 18 at no charge throughout the state 

of Michigan.   Founded in 2003 by licensed cosmetologist Maggie Varney, the charity has 

served over 4,600 local children in need.  WGRT ran news stories on air on Tuesday, June 

11 informing listeners of the progress of the building project, the amount of money that 

needs to be raised as of this date, and a reminder to people to keep giving to see this great 

service expand.   
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Issue: Encouraging Faith 

Title:  Faith Matters 

Description:  Terry Kuhns, Executive Director of Operation Transformation 

gives a :60 devotional type encouragement to listeners. Operation is a faith-

based organization that works in cooperation with city, county and state 

officials.  Seppo addresses issues, such as drug and alcohol abuse, and gives 

listeners who might be facing an addiction, a ray of hope, and a number to 

call for counseling and direction. 

Time:  Morning and Evening Drive – Mondays 

           

          Issue:  Lyme Disease 

Title:  It happens Here in Southeast Michigan 

A number of news segments as well as public service announcements are 

aired on WGRT to inform the public about Lyme Disease.   A local woman, 

Carolyn Ross, who is afflicted with Lyme,  has voiced public service 

announcements and has spoken for news segments with WGRT’s Cathie 

Martin concerning the symptoms and where to go for help here in St. Clair 

County.   A portion of the WGRT website offers information for people 

concerning ticks and the dangers of Lyme Disease. 

Airs: ROS 

:60 second 
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           Issue:  Self-Breast Exam 

Title:  WGRT Encourages Self-Check Exams 

The first week of each month WGRT reminds women in the listening area 

about the importance of performing a self-breast exam – these run for four 

days ..WGRT supplies a guide on the WGRT.com website and listeners are 

encouraged to follow that guide.  On the first Wednesday of each month, 

reminders are aired throughout the day to take the time on that day to do the 

one minute check. 

ROS - :60 seconds 

 

          Issue: Education 

Title: The Learning Curve 

Area student test scores continue to head downward in the Port Huron area.  

Much discussion has occurred over the past year as to the cause of the 

decline and what can be done to help students succeed.  The Learning Curve 

is a weekly segment recorded and produced by local charter school 

Eastshore Leadership Academy.  The segment addresses ways to help the 

students succeed through parent participation, homework assignments and 

overall home conditions.  The Port Huron Area School District has also 

addressed some of these issues through Superintendent Jamie Cain.  Cain 

has recorded comments for WGRT to air discussing how recent millage 

askings that saw voter approval are being used to purchase equipment and 

upgrade classrooms 
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ISSUE:  Temporary Housing For Patients and Families 

TITLE:  Hunter Hospitality House 

December is the anniversary of the opening of the first Hunter Hospitality 

House in Port Huron.  WGRT has made it a mission to inform people about 

the two houses that are directly across the street from both local hospitals.  

The houses are fully-equipped and available to patients, or their families 

when they or a loved one are undergoing treatment.  The houses are 

available upon application, at no charge to the person in need.  Everything 

they need from a bed, to a meal, to peace and quiet, to a short visit is 

provided for them.  Hunter Hospitality House is a great asset to our 

community, particularly now that Port Huron has a Cancer Center at one of 

the hospitals.  WGRT makes the public aware of the houses, as well as the 

need to help contribute to the non-profit.   A documentary about Hunter 

Hospitality House has been accepted at a few film festivals, and just recently 

is available online for viewing.  WGRT’s Cathie Martin has served for the 

past two years on the advisory board for Hunter Hospitality House. 

                   

          ISSUE:   No Texting And Driving 

TITLE:  Hands On Hands Off 

As the number of accidents while motorist are driving and texting is on the 

rise, WGRT continues a No Texting While Driving Campaign.  

Encouragements to keep your hands on the wheel run daily throughout the 

year, advising motorists of the dangers of driving while distracted.  WGRT 

offers a pledge for listeners to sign that they will keep their phones down 

when behind the wheel.  Those that sign the pledge are then given the 

opportunity to win a large screen tv.  Drawings are held in February. 

:60 second PSA’s – ROS      
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Issue:  Reinforcing Self-Esteem Of Women Of Ages 

Title:  Entirely Women 

Statistics show that a girl’s esteem peaks at age nine.  WGRT has partnered 

with A Beautiful Me, and founder Karen Palka to bring weekly messages to 

women of all ages young and older to help remind them they are unique and 

special.  Karen voices a podcast each Tuesday on WGRT which runs twice 

during the day.  The podcast is also available at the WGRT website.  A 

Beautiful Me presents programs, free of charge to fifth grade students 

focusing on the positive of each girl.  WGRT sponsors the Entirely Women 

webpage through the WGRT website, and airs positive messages numerous 

times throughout the month presented by A Beautiful Me.  In November, 

WGRT staff attended the annual fundraiser for A Beautiful Me at which 

they raise a good portion of their funds. 

 

 

 

 


