
           WGRT Quarterly Issues and Program First Quarter, 2019 

                                       January 1 to March 31, 2019 

WGRT has identified the following as significant issues facing our community in this first 

quarter of 2019:  

A.  Crime In The City Of Port Huron 

B. Home And Business Fires 

C.  Projects To Improve The City of Port Huron 

D.  Severe Weather And Possible Flooding 

E. Rezoning Of “The Center” In Downtown Port Huron 

 A. Crime In The City Of Port Huron 

WGRT discussed with Police Captain Marcy Kuehn during the week of January 7 through 11 

concerning the increase is calls for service and the investigation into nine crimes of an unusual or 

serious nature. The Major Crimes Unit assisted the Michigan Attorney General’s Office in 

conducting a number of  warrant attempts throughout St. Clair County.  Arrests were made.   On 

December 31st, of last year, a two year old husky dog severely bit a seven year old resident at 

the home they shared in the 1600 block of Poplar Street. The child was transferred to Children’s 

Hospital for facial surgery. Port Huron Police Department Animal Control Officer was notified 

on January 4, 2019.   Discussion with Animal Control was aired in news slots on January 15. 

B.  Home and Business Fires   

The Port Huron Fire Department responded to a number of fires as is often the case during the 

winter months.  Discussion with the Port Huron Fire Chief Corey Nicholson was aired January 

21 and 22, concerning home heating safety in the colder months.  With severe weather forecast 

for the days ahead, instruction on how to safety keep your house warm was relevant.  Another 

round of discussion with Emergency Management Director Jeff Friedland, for safety during the 

extreme cold weather was aired  on February 5 prior to the severe drop in temperature.  

C. Projects To Improve The City of Port Huron 

Reconstruction of Michigan Avenue from Quay Street to Grand River Avenue and Quay Street 

from Huron Avenue to Merchant Street was discussed with Port Huron City Manager James 

Freed and aired on February 18.   The City anticipates the project to begin construction April 

2019.   Reconstruction of 13th Street from Lapeer Avenue to Water Street is expected to be 

presented this spring.  The City’s final Blue Water Bridge Area CSO Project is anticipated to 

start work this spring.    Discussion on local roadwork was aired February 27.  City Manager 

James Freed says the streets maintenance crews continue to perform the typical month-to-month 

duties. These duties include the repair of potholes with hot and cold patch at various locations. 

Crews closed roads for utilities work. Crews graded many alleys along with adding stone to 

Armour Street to improve drainage. Crews mapped out trees needing trimming in each plow 

route.  
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D.  Severe Weather And Possible Flooding 

Emergency Management Director Jeff Friedland was interviewed concerning possible flooding 

due to ice buildup.  Reports were given to the public on what to do in the event of flooding and 

reassurances were given on-air January 21 that the first responders were prepared in the event of 

flooding, even though offices were closed due to hazardous road conditions.  Reminders were 

also aired throughout the week for the public to stay off the frozen waterways, as there are weak 

spots in the ice, and one woman actually was rescued after breaking through the ice. 

E.  Rezoning For “The Center” In Downtown Port Huron 

The First Congregational Church has withdrawn its request to rezone a residential block 
in the city's Old Town Neighborhood to a central business district, according to City 
Manager James Freed.  The Center currently rents space inside the church building and 
offers healthcare and addiction recovery services to low income and at risk residents. 
Authorities say that some of the healthcare services offered by The Center are not 
allowed in a residential zoned neighborhood, therefore the church was seeking to 
rezone that property.  When area residents voiced opposing concerns, the church 
withdrew their request and are expected to ask for a conditional zoning request which 
would be more restrictive on what kinds of programs can be offered at the 723 Court 
Street location.  Rezoning is determined by a recommendation from the Planning 
Commission, followed by a vote from City Council.  The next Planning Commission 
meeting will be Tuesday, April 2nd at 6 p.m. at the Port Huron Municipal Office Center, 
however, no discussion concerning the rezoning is expected at that meeting.  WGRT 
aired news stories on Friday, March 29 concerning the concerns of citizens as well as 
the response from City Manager James Freed 

 

Local Topics 

City Manager James Freed Spoke with WGRT, and portions of the discussions were aired 

January 7 through January 11 concerning the City of Port Huron accepting part-time applications 

early for the upcoming Spring/Summer positions and they are as follows: Junior Recreator 

Programmer, Lifeguards, Parking Booth Attendants, Playground Assistants/Leaders, Pool 

Maintenance, School Crossing Guards, Seasonal Lawn Maintenance, Coaches for Sports 

Programs, Summer Day Camp Coordinator/Leaders and Temporary Laborers.   Freed also stated 

they are accepting applications for part-time positions at McMorran and they include: Box 

Office, Concessions and General Cleaning.  
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WGRT attended the celebration banquet and spoke with United Way of St. Clair County’s, Brent 

Gillette, Campaign Director and Labor Liaison, about the recent campaign.  Gillette talked and 

the discussion was aired the following day after the banquet, February 1, 2019 

Lawrence Jewelers have been a thriving business in the area since 1975.  Dion Schlager and Jon 

Askew spoke with WGRT’s Cathie Martin concerning the building of a new store in Fort 

Gratiot.  They talked about the family owned business and what their plans are for the future, 

hoping to continue the legacy from founded Larry Schlager, all the way through Schlager 

grandchildren.  Portions of this interview aired throughout the day on February 8. 

Each week WGRT talks with St. Clair County Administrator, Karry Hepting, concerning some 

of the happenings in the county, as well as offering up county news that residents need to be 

made aware.  These talks air on Fridays or Mondays, weekly. 

In a talk with St. Clair County Administrator Controller Karry Hepting, WGRT’s Cathie Martin 

and Hepting talked about a phone scam involving jury duty going on within the county.  Hepting 

stated, an individual is calling people and telling them they have missed their jury duty 

appointment and there is a warrant out for their arrest.   They say that if the victim would 

purchase a prepaid credit card to pay a fine, which they can purchase and pay for over the phone 

immediately, the warrant will be removed.  Hepting reminded listeners that the courts never 

establish contact with a juror over the phone and they are urged to call the St. Clair County 

Clerk’s office if they have questions.  This interview ran during news slots on Monday, Feb18. 

City Manager James Freed sent out a notice to council members and the media concerning a 

filing with the Circuit Court a Verified Complaint against Port Huron Nights, Inc., the owner of 

the Days Inn Hotel in Port Huron located on Pine Grove Avenue, located North of the Blue 

Water Bridge. In the complaint they are seeking an injunction to abate a public nuisance.  

According to Freed, the problem with the Days Inn is that its owner and operator have allowed 

this hotel to become an attractive place for illegal drug activity. The hotel has become a constant 

source of police calls, including heroin overdoses, disorderly persons, assaults, larcenies, conceal 

weapon violations, suspicious persons and warrant arrests. In the last two years, there have been 

over 100 police calls and numerous DTF drug raids, most recently last month. The raids and 

police calls have disclosed multiple occasions where the hotel rooms were now being used for 

the sale of illegal narcotics, including methamphetamine, heroin, and crack cocaine.  There is 

also a number of fire hazards that need to be alleviated as well.   Freed say the city is working 

with Community Action Agency to assigning case workers to  families who appear to be living 

in the establishment full time, to help get them the resources they need to relocate. The 

Community Action Agency is the local group that handles the federal grants for the Rapid 

Rehousing Program funding.  News stories were aired Friday, February 15 and Monday, 

February 18, 2019. 
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Thursday, March 7, segments of conversation with State Representative Shane Hernandez 

were aired following the release of the 2020 budget for Michigan by Governor Gretchen 

Whitmer.  Herenandez discussed school funding, road funding, and a possible forty-five 

cent increase in gasoline tax.  These segments ran at the top of the hour throughout the 

week. 

 

Issue:  Reinforcing Self-Esteem Of Women Of Ages 

Title:  Entirely Women 

Statistics show that a girl’s esteem peaks at age nine.  WGRT has partnered 

with A Beautiful Me, and founder Karen Palka to bring weekly messages to 

women of all ages young and older to help remind them they are unique and 

special.  Karen voices a podcast each Tuesday on WGRT which runs twice 

during the day.  The podcast is also available at the WGRT website.  A 

Beautiful Me presents programs, free of charge to fifth grade students 

focusing on the positive of each girl.  WGRT sponsors the Entirely Women 

webpage through the WGRT website, and airs positive messages numerous 

times throughout the month presented by A Beautiful Me.  In November, 

WGRT staff attended the annual fundraiser for A Beautiful Me at which 

they raise a good portion of their funds. 

 

Issue: Encouraging Faith 

Title:  Faith Matters 

Description:  Tom Seppo, Executive Director of Operation Transformation 

gives a :60 devotional type encouragement to listeners. Operation is a faith-

based organization that works in cooperation with city, county and state 

officials.  Seppo addresses issues, such as drug and alcohol abuse, and gives 

listeners who might be facing an addiction, a ray of hope, and a number to 

call for counseling and direction. 

Time:  Morning and Evening Drive – Mondays 
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Issue:  Lyme Disease 

Title:  It happens Here in Southeast Michigan 

A number of news segments as well as public service announcements are 

aired on WGRT to inform the public about Lyme Disease.   A local woman, 

Carolyn Ross, who is afflicted with Lyme,  has voiced public service 

announcements and has spoken for news segments with WGRT’s Cathie 

Martin concerning the symptoms and where to go for help here in St. Clair 

County.   A portion of the WGRT website offers information for people 

concerning ticks and the dangers of Lyme Disease. 

Airs: ROS 

:60 second 

          Issue:  Self-Breast Exam 

Title:  WGRT Encourages Self-Check Exams 

The first week of each month Cathie Martin reminds women in the listening 

area about the importance of performing a self-breast exam – these run for 

four days ..WGRT supplies a guide on the WGRT.com website and listeners 

are encouraged to follow that guide.  On the first Wednesday of each month, 

reminders are aired throughout the day to take the time on that day to do the 

one minute check. 

ROS - :60 seconds 
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Issue: Education 

Title: The Learning Curve 

Area student test scores continue to head downward in the Port Huron area.  

Much discussion has occurred over the past year as to the cause of the 

decline and what can be done to help students succeed.  The Learning Curve 

is a weekly segment recorded and produced by local charter school 

Eastshore Leadership Academy.  The segment addresses ways to help the 

students succeed through parent participation, homework assignments and 

overall home conditions.  The Port Huron Area School District has also 

addressed some of these issues through Superintendent Jamie Cain.  Cain 

has recorded comments for WGRT to air discussing how recent millage 

askings that saw voter approval are being used to purchase equipment and 

upgrade classrooms 

ISSUE:  Temporary Housing For Patients and Families 

TITLE:  Hunter Hospitality House 

December is the anniversary of the opening of the first Hunter Hospitality 

House in Port Huron.  WGRT has made it a mission to inform people about 

the two houses that are directly across the street from both local hospitals.  

The houses are fully-equipped and available to patients, or their families 

when they or a loved one are undergoing treatment.  The houses are 

available upon application, at no charge to the person in need.  Everything 

they need from a bed, to a meal, to peace and quiet, to a short visit is 

provided for them.  Hunter Hospitality House is a great asset to our 

community, particularly now that Port Huron has a Cancer Center at one of 

the hospitals.  WGRT makes the public aware of the houses, as well as the 

need to help contribute to the non-profit.   A documentary about Hunter 

Hospitality House has been accepted at a few film festivals, and just recently 

is available online for viewing.  WGRT’s Cathie Martin has served for the 

past two years on the advisory board for Hunter Hospitality House. 
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ISSUE:   No Texting And Driving 

TITLE:  Hands On Hands Off 

As the number of accidents while motorist are driving and texting is on the 

rise, WGRT continues a No Texting While Driving Campaign.  

Encouragements to keep your hands on the wheel run daily throughout the 

year, advising motorists of the dangers of driving while distracted.  WGRT 

offers a pledge for listeners to sign that they will keep their phones down 

when behind the wheel.  Those that sign the pledge are then given the 

opportunity to win a large screen tv.  Drawings are held in February. 

:60 second PSA’s – ROS 

 

ISSUE: Lecture Series 

TITLE:  Port Huron Town Hall 

A series of :30 second PSA’s were aired from October, 2018 through March 

10, 2019 concerning the 2019-20 Port Huron Town Hall Lecture Series.  

Each month, during that time frame WGRT’s Cathie Martin speaks with the 

promotion member of the group to discuss the upcoming guests.  On the day 

of Town Hall, Martin meets with the celebrity guest for about :30 minutes in 

an interview time.  Portions of those interviews run the following day in 

news slots.  Martin generally stays for the speaker series and is then able to 

relay the information to the public concerning this non-profit, cultural 

experience to the listening audience. 

October 2018 – to March 10, 2019  - ROS and news slots 
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Local Events WGRT Attended And Supported 

 

The WGRT Bridal Show – January 6, 2019 

This was the 25th annual bridal show presented to the community.  This 

event is well-attended and appreciated by residents.   Many gifts were given 

and talks were aired the week prior 

 

Hope FM announcement to move to downtown Port Huron, January 25.  The 

local Christian radio station will be joining WGRT, and other media in the 

downtown business area, redesigning the building so that the public will be 

able to view disc jockeys while on-air.  Brian Smith, program director was 

interviewed and discussion was aired January 28.  Story was posted on the 

WGRT website 

 

United Way of St. Clair County Celebration – January 31, 2019 

 

MSU Extension – Mid City Nutrition – 4-H Announcement of Pigs With A 

Purpose, Wednesday, February 6  -  Interviews were aired February 8 and 

story was posted on the WGRT website 

 

February 11, Town Hall – Denise Kiernan 

 

February 14, WGRT attended an event at Hunter Hospitality House where 

the new handicapped accessible restroom was revealed.  News stories aired 

prior to the event as well as the day after (February 15) 

 

March 7, WGRT attended the Blue Water Pregnancy Care Center Annual 

Banquet.  A number of public service announcements aired throughout the 

week as well as a news story discussing the Center, its new name and 

purpose. 
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March 22, WGRT attend the State of the County Address, at which 

Michigan dignitaries, legislators and area business people meet to hear a 

report from St. Clair County Administrator Controller Karry Hepting on 

where St. Clair County stands financially and fiscally.  In the weeks prior to 

the address, Helpting has discussed on-air some of the topics that will be 

addressed at the meeting.  These were aired on Fridays March 1- 15. 

 

Throughout the quarter, WGRT attended a number of Blue Water Chamber of 

Commerce ribbon cuttings to welcome businesses into the community.  Business 

owners were photographed, and quotes recorded to be used in news stories, where 

new businesses were introduced and discussed.  Postings on Social Media were 

used to spread the word and promote the events. 

Regular talks:  Cathie Martin talks weekly with St. Clair County Administrator 

Controller Karry Hepting, and highlights of those talks are aired on WGRT on 

Fridays. 

Twice a month, following Port Huron City Council Meetings, Mayor Pauline Repp 

discusses with Cathie Martin the results of the meetings, and highlights of those 

talks are aired every other week on Thursdays. 

Once a month a member of Lake Huron Medical Center calls and speaks with 

Cathie Martin, News Director concerning health issues in the Blue Water Area.  

Portions of these talks are aired for one week during each month. 

 

 

 

 

 


