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Section I. Issues 
 
WGRT has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community this 
quarter: 
 

A. Excessive Rain and Shoreline Flooding: Our listening area borders Lake 
Huron and the St. Clair River which have experienced record-high water levels 
this year. 

B. Women’s Health: Issues regarding the physical, emotional, and spiritual health 
of women in our community. 

C. Education: Information relating to public education for youth and adults in our 
community. 

D. Mental Health and Substance Abuse: Awareness, services, treatment, and 
information about mental health issues and substance abuse treatment options 
and support for individuals and families facing these crises.  

E. Environmental Health: Conservation and protection issues concerning local 
land and waterways.  

F. Public Health: Critical issues relating to mosquitos (Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis) and vaping-related lung infections affected the physical health of 
our community.  

 

Section II. Responsive Programs 

A. Excessive Rain and Shoreline Flooding: 

On-air and online news stories covered the issue of high water-levels in our area 
and the subsequent safety issues. 

8/30/2019 - Lightship Affected by High Water Levels 

For the past several months, high water levels have been an issue around the 
area affecting property and structures.  One such structure is the Huron 
Lightship. Commissioned in 1921 as Lightship Number 103, the Lightship sees 
many visitors each year and is one of four sites operated by the Port Huron 
Museum.  Veronica Campbell, the newly appointed Executive Director of the Port 
Huron Museum said on ebw.tv’s Live and Local that the seawall is a little bit 
lower in front of the ship, and water has been coming over and eroding the sand 
next to the ship.  She said that the situation became desperate this past week. 
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Campbell met with Port Huron City Manager James Freed and was told that the 
city is going to help by building up the wall and filling in the eroded sand. She 
went on to say that the Lightship is not in danger of being washed away. City 
Manager James Freed said the City of Port Huron has a team of engineers 
reviewing the situation to identify a long term solution. The Huron Lightship was 
the last operating lightship on the Great Lakes and served for over 50 years 
when she was retired in 1970. In 1990 it was dedicated as a National Historic 
Landmark. 

7/11/2019 - Water Levels Have Reached Critical Point 

We haven’t seen a lot of rain in the past few days, but that doesn’t mean the 
danger has subsided for St. Clair County residents that live downriver. Justin 
Westmiller, Director of St. Clair County Homeland Security and Emergency 
Management said yesterday, he understands “there has been a lot of talk about 
boat wakes in the county affecting waterfront property due to our flooding and 
high water situation. We have reached a critical point.”  He went on further to say 
that the water table in the southern part of St. Clair County has reached the 
surface and the ground is completely saturated. 
County drains are also completely full and spilling over. Westmiller said going 
forward, “the water has the potential to come up a couple more inches this 
month. So, everyone needs to focus their property protection actions on the 
dwelling and less on the sea wall.” He also informed reporters that there is no 
state or Federal funding available. However, if you do hold FEMA flood insurance 
and are impacted by damage, you should contact your provider. Westmiller’s 
office is continuing to monitor the situation daily, and it certainly has their full 
attention.  

 

7/30/2019 - Coast Guard Urges Water Safety 

Since January 1st, the U.S. Coast Guard reports that there have been 64 
drownings on the Great Lakes. This is a tragic statistic that has affected many 
communities across the state, including St. Clair County. The Coast Guard is 
using this as an opportunity to bring awareness to the potential dangers of the 
lakes. According to the organization’s reports, cold water, rip currents, boating 
under the influence, boating without a lifejacket, not filing a float plan with 
someone on shore, and not having proper communication devices such as a 
working radio were contributing factors in these deaths. 
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Last Monday morning, the Coast Guard says, a 57-year-old woman was rescued 
after spending more than 14 hours in the water after falling off her jet ski the night 
before. She likely survived because she was wearing a lifejacket. Friday morning, 
two men were rescued from their capsized boat after being stranded for nearly 
16 hours. Luckily, they were both wearing life jackets and had a flashlight to 
signal the helicopter crew. 
Unfortunately, not all rescue situations have turned out favorably. It’s a reminder 
that we need to be aware of the danger and know what we can do to prevent or 
lessen it. The Coast Guard is advising individuals to know the conditions of the 
lake. People need to be aware of the water temperature, what the wind is like, 
how high water levels are, and what kind of weather is in the forecast. They also 
suggest sharing what you learn with others. The Coast Guard reminds Michigan 
residents that we can all contribute to saving lives by spreading information about 
water conditions and strongly encouraging others to practice water safety. This 
information is critical even for those who are familiar with the Great Lakes. 
 
8/15/2019 - Sheriff Urges Float Down Safety 
 
WGRT did an on-air interview and PSA with St. Clair County Sheriff Tim 
Donnellon, urging water safety in light of the increased water levels in our area. 
The annual Float Down the St. Clair River had an added level of risk because 
high water levels have made the river current stronger and more dangerous. 
PSAs created from the interview were 2 minutes long and ran multiple times a 
day for the week leading up to the Float Down event.  
 
 

B. Women’s Health: 

Self Breast Exams 

WGRT encourages women to perform a self-breast exam by running PSAs the 
first week of each month for four days in a row. The PSAs run four times a day 
for three days, and then eight times a day on the fourth day. WGRT also provides 
a prominent button on our website that takes women to a video which 
demonstrates the procedure to follow for a self-breast examination.  
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Women’s Self Esteem 

Statistics show that a girl’s self-esteem peaks at age 9 and plummets from there. 
WGRT has partnered with A Beautiful Me to bring a weekly message to all girls 
and women in our listening audience that encourages and supports a healthy 
self-image. The podcast, Inspire Me, airs twice each Tuesday and is promoted 
on our website and social media channels.  

Women in Sports 

WGRT featured stories by St. Clair County Community College introducing the 
addition of a Women's’ Golf Team on 8/9/2019 and a Women’s Soccer Team on 
9/9/2019. Both articles included on-air news announcements and social media 
sharing to celebrate the advancement of women’s athletics at our local college.  

Events 

There were several events in our area featured on our Community Bulletin Board 
online and in on-air announcements which advanced the cause of women’s 
health and well-being in our community. WGRT promoted such events as the 5th 
Annual Breastfeeding Stroll (8/6/2019), Spero Center’s Walk for Life, Women’s 
and Teen’s Support Groups for Sexual Abuse Victims sponsored by Healing 
Hearts Home (9/24/2019), Wine, Women, & Wellness (9/12/2019).  

C. Education: 

Encouraging Parents of Elementary Aged Students 

WGRT produces The Learning Curve podcast each week featuring Nancy 
Gardner, the President of Bold Education Connections. It is designed to help 
parents prepare today's students for tomorrow's world. Nancy provided 
encouraging and helpful advice about preventing summer slide in July, getting 
ready for back to school in August, and dealing with social media in September. 
The podcast airs twice a week and is available on our website and social media 
channels.  
 
Encouraging and Informing Parents of School-Aged Children 
Monday through Friday we air the podcast Our Schools brought to our listeners 
by St. Clair County RESA. St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency 
is one of 57 intermediate school districts in Michigan. It provides unique 
cost-effective support services to the county’s seven K-12 public school districts. 
Our schools is hosted by Terry Harrington. It covered such topics as information 
about summer reading (7/22/2019), Great Start program info (7/29/2019), fall 
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sports (8/12/2019), and Count Day (9/23/2019). The podcast is also on our 
website and shared to our social media channels.  
 
Attendance & Test Scores 
On-air and online news stories covered educational topics such as: 
 
9/4/2019 - Attendance Top Priority for Schools 
 
School days in and around the area are now underway, and attendance is 
already at the forefront.  September is National Attendance Awareness Month. 
On their website, Attendance Works says that more than 8 million students are 
missing so many days of school they are academically at risk. Missing 10 percent 
or more of school days due to absence for any reason can translate into 3rd 
graders being unable to master reading, 6th graders failing a subject, or a 9th 
grader dropping out of high school. In a newsletter issued by Port Huron Schools, 
residents were reminded that every member of the community plays a role in 
reducing absences for students. Rather than approaching absences from a 
punishment perspective, Port Huron Schools wants students and families to 
know that they care first and foremost.  The district wants to encourage positive 
relationships at school so the student feels welcomed and cared for every day 
upon arrival. The school district said they care about students getting the highest 
level of opportunity from their educational journey. 
 
8/30/2019 - Test Scores in Michigan Improving 
 
Students in early grades in the State of Michigan have test scores that are 
improving. The 2019 Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress or M-STEP 
test is used by the Michigan Department of Education to gauge how well 
students are mastering state standards. The Michigan Department of Education 
reported that 3rd, 4th, and 6th grade English language arts scores have shown 
gains for the second straight year. Math scores also increased for 3rd, 5th, and 
6th-grade students. State Superintendent Dr. Michael Rice said, “Focus and 
attention on early childhood education and early literacy are beginning to bear 
fruit, and continued efforts in these areas will keep Michigan moving forward.” Dr. 
Rice also noted that despite a significant number of snow days, test scores in 
many places increased or remained consistent, even with fewer instructional 
days. Deputy Superintendent Venessa Keesler added that the 2018 and 2019 
assessments are the first time during the past five years where there is a 
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relatively clean comparison across years from M-STEP. She also said that 
changes and systematic improvements to Michigan’s state assessment system 
have been made each year since the M-STEP began in 2015. Those frequent 
changes make it difficult to make data comparisons or interpret long-term data 
trends. 
 
Educational Events 

WGRT promoted educational events in our community on our Community 
Bulletin Board, news stories, on-air announcements, and social sharing. We 
promoted such events as: Info Session for In-Demand Health Science Programs 
(Local news: 8/2/2019), Essay Writing Workshop (Local News: 8/13/2019), and 
4-H Open House (Events 9/28/2019) 

 

D. Mental Health and Substance Abuse: 

Promoting Awareness of Mental Health Services 

Several PSAs created by St. Clair County Community Mental Health run for 
15-30 seconds and air at least once a day. This quarter they cover topics such as 
Mental Health Awareness Week Oct 6-12th, CMH’s Celebration of Recovery 
Event, and promotion of the CMH Players theater event happening in November 
of 2019.  

Mental Health First Aid 

WGRT ran an on-air and online news story to promote Mental Health First Aid 
Training: 

9/23/2019 - Get Trained to Assist With Mental Health Emergencies 

First Aid is typically associated with physical pain or emergency, but St. Clair 
County Community Mental Health (SCCCMH) wants to remind residents that first 
aid for a mental health issue should be treated just as seriously. A mental health 
first aid program is being offered locally, and it will prepare and train people to 
interact with a person in a mental health crisis.  
The program teaches the common signs of mental illness, signs of substance 
abuse, knowing how to talk to a person in crisis, and connecting that person with 
help. While the program is designed for anyone over 18, the agency suggests 
that employers, law enforcement, health care workers, first responders, and faith 
leaders take part in the program. The next training at Community Mental Health 
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will be held at the end of October. To register for the 2-day program contact 
CMH. Trainings can also be held at an offsite location at no cost.  
 

Underage Substance Abuse 

News stories covered the topic of underage substance abuse: 

9/20/2019 SPEAK Addresses Underage Substance Use 

St. Clair County Substance Prevention through Early Action and Knowledge 
(SPEAK) is a new initiative by the St. Clair County Health Department. The 
program is designed to address substance abuse among area youth. This past 
summer several different agencies in St. Clair County came together through the 
program to talk about a plan to combat the problem. Many different groups were 
represented including law enforcement, schools, faith-based groups, and human 
service agencies. The group identified areas that needed attention, and they 
came up with some strategies for going forward.  
 
On September 26th, the group will be sharing that plan. It is a five-year strategic 
plan that will address underage drinking, vaping, marijuana, and opioid use. Dr. 
Annette Mercatante, Medical Health Officer for St. Clair County, said, “The health 
and wellbeing of youth is a strategic priority in the St. Clair County Health 
Improvement Plan (CHIP), so the timing of SPEAK is excellent.” She went on to 
say, “The single most important predictor of a healthy future is healthy children 
and adolescents. Good health and a prosperous economic future go hand in 
hand.” The kick-off meeting will be at Central Middle School beginning at 6:30 
PM on the 26th.  
 
8/28/2019 Parents Encouraged to Talk With College Kids About Alcohol Use 
 
The back to school season ushers in new challenges for college-bound students. 
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
offers some advice to parents with college-bound young adults about discussing 
alcohol use and avoiding underage drinking. Research suggests that teens who 
talked with their parents about alcohol avoidance strategies before they began 
their first year of college were more likely to avoid alcohol and limit its use. The 
negative consequences of alcohol use are in four different areas: academic, 
health, safety, and legal.  Academically, classes are missed, students fall behind, 
and lower grades can result. In terms of health, over 1500 students die from 
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alcohol-related injuries each year. 19 percent of college students meet the 
criteria for alcohol abuse or dependence. In the area of safety, almost 700,000 
students are assaulted by another student who has been drinking. Legally, some 
110,000 students are arrested for an alcohol-related violation. 
 
SAMHSA’s Talk: They Hear You campaign encourages parents to follow five 
conversation goals when talking to their kids about alcohol use. The campaign 
flier can be printed and used as a guide for an open conversation about alcohol 
use, its consequences, and parental expectations about its use. The flier can be 
accessed by clicking here. 
 

E. Environmental Health: 

On-air and online news stories promoted healthy practices for taking care of local 
waterways, groundwater, and soil: 

9/19/2019 Keep Your Septic Tank Healthy 

St. Clair County is host to about 65,000 homes and approximately 30,000 have 
an onsite decentralized sewage system. This is known to many as a septic 
system. With nearly half of St. Clair County’s homes having a septic system, the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s Septic Smart Week is a good reminder for 
local residents. Through the campaign, the agency’s aim is to educate 
homeowners and communities about the proper care and maintenance of septic 
systems. They’re doing that with a few catchy sayings. 
 
First, the EPA says “Think at the Sink” and avoid pouring fats, greases, solids, 
and harsh chemicals down the drain. Second, avoid flushing diaper wipes or 
other items meant for the trash can. Also, did you know you should shield your 
septic field by diverting rain and surface water away from the field while also 
avoid planting or parking a car on the area? Anyone with a septic field should 
protect and inspect the septic system regularly and test well water regularly. It is 
important advice as the weather heads into the colder Michigan months.  
 
9/12/2019 New Bill Would Reauthorize Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
 
The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative began in 2010 as a way to mitigate 
damage to the Great Lakes and its watersheds. The initiative was authored by 
Senator Debbie Stabenow to help stop the spread of Asian carp and other 
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invasive species, but it was also designed to restore fisheries and wildlife 
habitats, clean up beaches, and prevent future contamination. Now, the program 
is set to expire in 2020. Stabenow, along with 12 U.S. Senators and 41 U.S. 
Representatives, including 12 members from Michigan, have introduced a new 
bill. The 2019 act reauthorizes the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative for another 
five years and increases its funding level from $300 million to $475 million by 
fiscal-year 2026.  Senator Stabenow said renewing and expanding funding 
should be a no-brainer. 
 
8/30/2019 SC4 River Tours Highlight Conservation Efforts 
 
Taking a stroll along the Black River can be a learning experience as much as an 
enjoyable one.  St. Clair County Community College and the Friends of the St. 
Clair River are leading a series of free, public tours of the river on Wednesday, 
September 4th. The tour is called Swale Stroll and Rain Garden Ramble, and 
each 45-minute tour will attempt to showcase the campus’ green projects and 
how they protect water quality and provide wildlife habitat. The tours will begin at 
the College Center Atrium and will be offered at 10 AM, 1 PM, and 4 PM. Each 
tour is going to begin indoors with a brief introduction as SC4 staff highlight the 
many green initiatives on campus. Friends of the St. Clair River Stewardship 
Director Kirsten Lyons said, “This is a great opportunity to learn about what’s 
going on with SC4’s green infrastructure projects like their rain gardens, 
permeable pavers, and green roof.”  Lyons went on to say that they will be 
showing off the bioswales and rain gardens, and they will share how their habitat 
stewardship work gets accomplished. 

 

F. Public Health: 

On-air and online news stories shared breaking news about outbreaks of serious 
illnesses related to exposure to mosquitos and vaping or e-cigarette use.  

Eastern Equine Encephalitis 

8/28/2019 Mosquito-Borne Diseases Still Causing Problems 

Mosquitoes are still an issue this time of year in Michigan. The Michigan 
Department of Health and Human Services is reminding residents to protect 
themselves. There has been one confirmed case of California encephalitis, and 
three suspected cases of EEE (Eastern Equine Encephalitis) on the west side of 
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the state of Michigan in Kalamazoo and Berrien counties. As of August 26th, six 
cases of Equine Encephalitis have been confirmed in horses in Barry, 
Kalamazoo, and St. Joseph counties. None of the horses were vaccinated, and 
all animals have died. 
 
There is an Equine Encephalitis vaccine available for horses, but there is not a 
vaccine for people. Dr. Mary Grace Stobierski of the MDHHS said, 
“Mosquito-borne diseases can cause long-term health effects in people and even 
death.” Residents should apply insect repellent that contains DEET, wear long 
sleeves, and apply insect repellent to clothing when working outdoors. Also, it’s 
important to empty water from mosquito breeding sites around the home such as 
buckets, unused kiddie pools, old tires, or similar sites where mosquitoes may lay 
eggs. 
 

9/18/2019 Protect Yourself from Mosquitos and Eastern Equine 
Encephalitis 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is reporting 
four new cases of Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) on the west side of 
Michigan. Two of those cases were fatal, bringing the total number of cases of 
EEE to seven in the state. The two recent fatalities occurred in Cass and 
VanBuren counties, while the first reported case happened in Kalamazoo 
County. With the new cases, the area of concern is expanding, and the state is 
urging all Michigan residents to use mosquito repellent with DEET, cover 
exposed extremities, and empty standing water that can serve as breeding 
grounds for the insects. 

 
Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, MDHHS Chief Medical Executive and Chief Deputy for 
Health, said Michigan is experiencing the worst Eastern Equine Encephalitis 
outbreak in more than a decade. The mosquito-borne illness is one of the most 
dangerous in the United States, with a 33% fatality rate in people who become ill. 
Individuals become infected with EEE from the bite of a mosquito carrying the 
viruses. The illness poses the greatest risk to children under 15 years old and 
older adults over 50. Signs of EEE include sudden onset of fever, chills, and 
body and joint aches which can progress to severe encephalitis, resulting in 
headache, disorientation, tremors, seizures, and paralysis. The mosquito-borne 
disease will continue to be a threat until the first frost.  
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9/30/2019 Aerial Spraying Attempt to Combat Eastern Equine Encephalitis 
 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) will be 
conducting aerial spraying in 14 Michigan counties to combat the outbreak of 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE). As of September 27th, EEE was confirmed 
in nine people in Michigan in Barry, Berrien, Calhoun, Cass, Kalamazoo, and 
Van Buren counties. Three of those cases proved fatal. 27 cases have been 
found in animals in 13 counties.  
  
The outbreak has made national news. Officials at the MDHHS say that spraying 
was scheduled to take place on Sunday, September 29th, at 8 p.m., but that has 
been changed due to weather.  Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, MDHHS chief medical 
executive and chief deputy for health said, “We are taking this step to help 
protect the health and safety of Michiganders in areas of the state that are being 
affected by this dangerous mosquito-borne disease.”  

 

Vaping Related Illnesses 

On-air and online news stories shared breaking news about vaping-related 
illnesses and deaths.  

9/3/2019 Serious Vape Related Respiratory Illnesses Reported in Michigan 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services is investigating reports 
of e-cigarette and vaping-associated respiratory illnesses. Between June 28th 
and August 27th this summer, there were six cases reported to MDHHS, which 
the organization is now investigating. All of the cases have been reported in 
Michigan’s Lower Peninsula, and most of the individuals, whose average age is 
19-39, have been hospitalized for severe respiratory illness. Sarah Lyon-Callo, 
MDHHS state epidemiologist said, “The severity of illness people are 
experiencing is alarming.” She said Michiganders should be aware that using 
e-cigarettes and vaping can be dangerous because the products in vaping and 
e-cigarettes contain harmful chemicals that can result in damage to a user’s 
lungs, heart, or other body systems. 
 
As of August 23rd, 203 possible cases of severe respiratory disease associated 
with e-cigarette use have been reported in 23 states. So far, the Michigan 
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investigation has not identified a specific brand of device or e-liquid that is 
causing these illnesses. Similar to reports across the nation, there does not 
appear to be an infectious cause of the illnesses. MDHHS is working closely with 
state and federal partners during this national outbreak investigation. If an 
individual vaping or using e-cigarettes develops symptoms such as shortness of 
breath, chest pain, cough, fever and/or nausea and vomiting, he or she should 
contact a health provider immediately and know that symptoms may occur long 
after use of a device. 
 

9/5/2019 Governor Declares Health Emergency, Bans Flavored Vaping 
Products 

Michigan has become the first state in the nation to ban flavors in nicotine vaping 
products. Governor Gretchen Whitmer has declared a public health emergency 
and put into place emergency rules that ban flavors in nicotine vaping products to 
better protect the state’s children from addiction, this according to a press 
release by Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel. Nessel’s office is reporting 
there’s been a more than 1.5 million increase in the number of students using 
vaping products in just one year. In a related story, the Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services reports the organization is investigating reports of 
e-cigarette and vaping associated respiratory illness. State epidemiologist, Sarah 
Lyon-Callo said Michiganders should be aware that using e-cigarettes and 
vaping can be dangerous because the products in them contain harmful 
chemicals that can result in damage to a user’s lungs, heart, or other body 
systems. 

 

 

 


