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Section I. Issues 

 
WGRT has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community this 
quarter: 
 

A. Excessive Rain and Shoreline Flooding: Our listening area borders Lake 
Huron and the St. Clair River which have experienced record-high water levels 
this year. 

B. Women’s Health: Issues regarding the physical, emotional, and spiritual health 
of women in our community. 

C. Education: Information relating to public education for youth and adults in our 
community. 

D. Mental Health and Substance Abuse: Awareness, services, treatment, and 
information about mental health issues and substance abuse treatment options 
and support for individuals and families facing these crises.  

E. Public Health: The COVID-19 pandemic began to spread in early 2020 affecting 
our listening area in a variety of areas. 

F. Public Safety: Weather related travel concerns and closings and cancellations 
due to weather conditions.  

G.  Census 2020 The campaign for the 2020 Census began in March 2020.  

 

Section II. Responsive Programs 

A. Excessive Rain and Shoreline Flooding: 

On-air and online news stories covered the issue of high water levels and 
subsequent flooding of our lakeshore and riverfront communities. 

January 23, 2020 - MDOT Erosion Mitigation 
 

Rising water levels are affecting residents, businesses and more in innumerable 
ways across the state of Michigan. This week, the Michigan Department of 
Transportation (MDOT) is shedding light on the impact increased water levels are 
having on roadways. MDOT is working to provide slope stabilization along M-25 
in Sanilac County. The work is meant to prevent further erosion of the shoreline 
ahead of a permanent fix planned for this fall for nearly 700 feet of state-owned 
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shoreline between Applegate Road and French Line Road. This immediate fix is 
also part of the planned permanent fix, with the materials being used in the 
current project, also being incorporated into the permanent fix. 
 
According to MDOT, the Sanilac County Project is just one example of the new 
challenges road agencies are facing with high water levels across the state, 
which is putting further strain on limited resources. Not only does the high water 
contribute to flooding and erosion, but will also contribute to a severe freeze-thaw 
and pothole season. 
 
January 17, 2020 - Flood Assistance for Local Residents 
 

In anticipation of potential springtime flooding on the Black River, the City of Port 
Huron will be assisting residents in flood prone locations. According to the city, 
due to ongoing elevated water levels in the Great Lakes basin, there is a higher 
likelihood of typical spring rain and ice-out events causing flood damage in 
low-lying areas. 

Preventative measures include literature being distributed via mail to residents in 
the Black River Canal District and sandbags distribution at various points within 
this district. The sandbag distribution points will be converted to sandbag filling 
stations as conditions warrant. 

Residents with vulnerable properties outside the Canal District can source 
sandbags at the Department of Public Works on Bancroft street, where a 
sandbag filling station has already been established. 

The city says, for residents and property owners on Lake Huron, sandbagging is 
an ineffective mitigation strategy for wave action-induced erosion. The City of 
Port Huron encourages residents on Lake Huron to explore more substantial 
shoreline hardening structures. 

February 25, 2020 - City of Algonac Warns of Expected High Water Levels 

The City of Algonac is warning residents of higher water levels that are expected 
for the coming year based on predictions from the Army Corp of Engineers. In a 
letter to residents, the city is urging Algonac property owners to prepare now to 
protect homes and take measures to prevent water from their property adversely 
affecting neighbors or public streets. 

Along with the warning, comes a few reminders. The City says excess water 
cannot be discharged into the sanitary sewer system as the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant in Algonac is designed to handle the disposal of waster water 
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and not drain property due to flooding. It is also illegal to: connect a sump pump 
or any other pump to drain water into the sanitary sewer; use open cleanouts to 
drain yards into the sanitary sewer; lifting manhole covers to allow surface water 
entry into the sanitary sewer. 

Failure to follow these guidelines and increased flows into the sanitary sewer can 
cause sewer backups in homes and pollution into the St. Clair River. The city of 
Algonac declared a local flood emergency in June 2019 that is still in effect. 
Future information will be posted via the city’s website and Facebook page to 
inform the community of conditions as necessary. 

March 6 - 2020 - High Water Speed Limit Proposed 

State Representative Gary Eisen, who represents the 81st District covering much 
of St. Clair County, introduced a bill in January that would allow the Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) or county sheriff to set temporary motorboat speed 
limits during high water conditions and to establish fines for violations. Currently 
under existing legislation, the DNR established boating speed limits for Michigan 
waters. Any area of water that does not have a speed limit established by the 
DNR has a default speed limit of 55 miles per hour.  

The bill has been moving through approvals and is being supported heavily by 
Clay Township Supervisor Artie Bryson who sees the direct impact of the rising 
water levels on St. Clair County’s southern end. Bryson, now, is asking for the 
community to speak up to make the bill pass in an effective manner. In a recent 
public post on Facebook, Bryson said he is “Calling on no-wake warriors.”  

The most recent changes that happened to House Bill 5401 after leaving the 
House Ways and Means Committee, Bryson feels, need to be changed to be 
effective, before it is voted on next week. 

In the current form, Bryson points out that the bill has date restrictions, renewal 
restrictions and more that could prevent real changes for St. Clair County 
residents. The bill can be read at legislature.mi.gov by searching Bill 5401. 
Bryson is encouraging residents to contact representatives on the Senate 
Committee on Natural Resources to express concerns about the current forma 

B. Women’s Health: 

Self Breast Exams 

WGRT encourages women to perform a self-breast exam by running PSAs the 
first week of each month for four days in a row. The PSAs run four times a day 
for three days, and then eight times a day on the fourth day. WGRT also provides 
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a prominent button on our website that takes women to a video which 
demonstrates the procedure to follow for a self-breast examination.  

Women’s Self Esteem 

Statistics show that a girl’s self-esteem peaks at age 9 and plummets from there. 
WGRT has partnered with A Beautiful Me to bring a weekly message to all girls 
and women in our listening audience that encourages and supports a healthy 
self-image. The podcast, Inspire Me, airs twice each Tuesday and is promoted 
on our website and social media channels. Air-dates and topics for this quarter: 

● Gratitude Challenge — March 31, 2020 
● Never Say Never — March 17, 2020 
● A Smile Speaks All Languages — March 10, 2020 
● How are you? — March 3, 2020 
● Worry Much? — February 25, 2020 
● Personality Plate — February 18, 2020 
● Healing Wounds — February 11, 2020 
● Prepare for the Storm — February 4, 2020 
● Best Day Ever — January 21, 2020 
● Our parents got it right! — January 14, 2020 
● Normal — January 7, 2020 

 

Events 

There were several events in our area featured on our Community Bulletin Board 
online and in on-air announcements which advanced the cause of women’s 
health and well-being in our community. WGRT promoted such events as: 

● Girl on Fire Women’s Conference: 1/17/2020 
● Free Movie Night: Break the Chain (Human Trafficking) 1/21/20 
● Beauty & Healing (for Breast Cancer patients and survivors) 

2/27/2020 
● Celebrate International Women’s Day: 3/8/2020 

 

News 

January 2, 2020 - Human Trafficking Awareness Month 

January is recognized as Human Trafficking Awareness Month across the 
country. According to the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, 
“Human trafficking affects individuals across the world, and right here in 
Michigan. It is commonly regarded as the second largest criminal enterprise after 
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drugs, and it affects every community in Michigan across age, gender, ethnicity, 
and socio-economic backgrounds.” 

While the awareness of the issue has increased in many cities and states across 
the country, much still remains to be done. One major area of focus for many 
organizations has become prevention and education efforts. It’s what the 
Michigan Abolitionist Project (MAP) was founded on. Since 2012, the 
organization has presented to dozens of organizations each year and have been 
a catalyst for collaboration among advocates and stakeholders addressing 
human trafficking in Michigan.  

This month, MAP is teaming up with St. Clair County Community College to offer 
a free movie night on January 21. The event will take place from 6:30-8:30 in the 
college’s Fine Arts Theatre. The featured movie, titled Break the Chain,chronicles 
two survivors of Human Trafficking within Michigan communities providing a 
detailed look at how trafficking goes unnoticed within our backyards. To find out 
more about what you can do or how to attend the event, visit 
michiganabolitionistproject.org/events. 

 

C. Education: 

Encouraging Parents of Elementary Aged Students 

WGRT produces The Learning Curve podcast each week featuring Nancy 
Gardner, the President of Bold Education Connections. It is designed to help 
parents prepare today's students for tomorrow's world.The podcast airs twice a 
week and is available on our website and social media channels. Air-dates and 
topics for this quarter: 

 
● Assessments — March 30, 2020 
● Cramming Ineffective — March 23, 2020 
● Reading for Pleasure — March 16, 2020 
● Rest — March 9, 2020 
● Reading 4 — March 2, 2020 
● Reading 3 — February 24, 2020 
● Reading 2 — February 17, 2020 
● Reading 1 — February 10, 2020 
● Science Resources — February 3, 2020 
● Science Fairs — January 27, 2020 
● Why Science? — January 20, 2020 
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● Science at Home — January 13, 2020 
● Leadership 4 — January 6, 2020 

 
 
 
Encouraging and Informing Parents of School-Aged Children 
 
Monday through Friday we air the podcast Our Schools brought to our listeners 
by St. Clair County RESA. St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency 
is one of 57 intermediate school districts in Michigan. It provides unique 
cost-effective support services to the county’s seven K-12 public school districts. 
Our schools is hosted by Terry Harrington, and the podcast is also on our 
website and shared to our social media channels. Air-dates and topics for this 
quarter: 

 
● Spring Break Not — March 30, 2020 
● RESA Resources — March 23, 2020 
● Pick Up and Go Meals — March 16, 2020 
● Kindergarten Roundup — March 9, 2020 
● Reading Month — March 2, 2020 
● Early Childhood Conference — February 24, 2020 
● TEC Open House — February 17, 2020 
● Beatrice Thorton Art Show — February 10, 2020 
● BW Middle College — February 3, 2020 
● Good Attendance — January 27, 2020 
● First Semester Ends — January 20, 2020 
● College Access Workshops — January 13, 2020 

 
 

Educational Events 

WGRT promoted educational events in our community on our Community 
Bulletin Board, news stories, on-air announcements, and social sharing. We 
promoted such events as:  

● Info Session for In-Demand Health Science Programs at St. Clair County 
Community College: ongoing 
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● Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration: 1/20/20 
● 52nd Beatrice Thornton Elementary and Middle School Art Exhibitions: 

2/3/20 - 3/7/20 
● Explore Your Future Career at SC4: 2/8/2020 
● Riley Gleason Memorial Scholarship Fundraiser: 2/9/2020 
● Music Lesson Scholarships for Local Students: 2/18/2020 
● DaMoose Robotics FRC Fundraiser: 2/23/2020 
● East Shore Leadership Academy Kindergarten Roundup 3/3/2020 
● Port Huron Area School District Kindergarten and Preschool Roundup 

 

News Stories  

January 20, 2020 - Michigan Department of Education Asking for Resident 
Input 

If you ever wanted to tell the state how you think schools should be run, here’s 
your chance. The State of Michigan Department of Education is updating its “Top 
10 in 10 Strategic Education Plan” and is asking for resident input.  

Blue Water Area native and St. Clair County Community College graduate 
Casandra Ulbrich Ph.D. is the President of the Michigan State Board of 
Education and is asking anyone with a stake in public education including 
students, parents, educators, and community members, to take a moment to help 
narrow down educational priorities.  

The current plan has a large number of guiding principles, goals, and strategies. 
Ulbrich said they “are hoping that a revised plan will be more streamlined, clear 
and concise, with focused goals and metrics.” The survey takes a few minutes to 
complete and asks respondents to prioritize improvement areas in matters such 
as early childhood education, vocational education, high school graduation rates, 
and others.  There is also an opportunity to add your own priorities. 

The responses from these surveys will help shape focus groups which will 
narrow down the priorities. The survey is open until February 7 and can be found 
at Michigan.gov/mde. 

 

D. Mental Health and Substance Abuse: 

Promoting Awareness of Mental Health Services 
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Several PSAs created by St. Clair County Community Mental Health run for 
15-30 seconds and air at least once a day.  

Substance Abuse 

We kept the community informed about issues related to the ongoing crisis of 
substance abuse and opioid addiction and smoking cessation. 

January 22, 2020 - Drug Task Force Action Report 

The St. Clair County Drug Task Force (DTF) ended an investigation into the 
sales of crack cocaine and heroin in the Port Huron area with drug seizures and 
an arrest. According to Sheriff Tim Donnellon, the investigation culminated with 
the execution of a search warrant in the 800 block of Pine Street on January 
15th. Members of the DTF entered the residence and seized about $1300 worth 
of crack cocaine and approximately $1000 worth of heroin.  

As a result of the seizure, a 46-year-old Port Huron woman, Molly Whitcher, was 
arrested and taken to the St. Clair County Intervention and Detention Center. 
Whitcher was arraigned January 17th with charges including possession with 
intent to deliver cocaine, possession with intent to deliver heroin, maintaining a 
drug house and being a habitual second offender.  

She is being held on a $20,000 cash/surety bond. Whitcher’s next court date is a 
probable cause hearing on January 28th before Judge Michael Hulewicz in the 
72nd District Court in Port Huron. 

 

 

February 7, 2020 - Teen Health Center Now Offers Counseling Services 

The St. Clair County Health Department is seeing results after expanding Teen 
Health Center services in Port Huron and Algonac to include counseling. The 
adolescent health clinic, now referred to as Teen Health, is providing services in 
Port Huron and has expanded to Algonac.  

According to the Health Department, counseling services began at Algonac in the 
fall of 2019 while services in Port Huron began more than three years ago. In 
October, November, and December of 2019, the Port Huron location saw 84 
clients for 267 visits while the new Algonac location saw 25 new clients for 114 
visits. Sandy Mangan, NP, Nursing Supervisor for Teen Health said she feels, 
“these services are desperately needed for students to receive services where 
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they are at. [The program] alleviates barriers of transportation and scheduling 
that would get in the way of the individuals seeking services otherwise.”  

The St. Clair County Health Department’s Child and Adolescent Health Program 
is jointly funded by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) and the Michigan Department of Education (MDE). The Port Huron 
Teen Health clinic is located on the campus of Port Huron High School while 
Algonac’s clinic is located within the combined junior and senior high school. The 
Port Huron location also offers primary care services in addition to counseling. 
Counseling services are provided on a referral basis. 

March 9, 2020 - Opioid Presentation 

Representatives from the Blue Water Recovery and Outreach Center (BWROC) 
will deliver a presentation at the Richmond town hall meeting on March 19, at 
7:00pm. The presentation, entitled, “Opioids: How to Spot It; What Every Parent 
Needs to Know,” is being provided in cooperation with the Richmond School 
District and will focus on educating parents of school- age teens and children 
within the community on the signs of potential opiate use and abuse. 

BWROC was founded as a non–profit 501(c)3 recovery community organization 
helping those struggling with addiction and their families. BWROC’s Center 
Manager, Patrick Patterson says they, “are in a unique position to help educate 
community members,” because the staff is made up of people who have either 
gone through addiction and recovery or experienced it through a loved-one. 

The Town Hall will be held in the Richmond High School auditorium. More 
information can be found at bwroc.org. 

March 10, 2020 St. Clair County Drug Task Force Action Report 

Four suspects have been arraigned following a pair of raids last week by the St. 
Clair County Drug Task Force (DTF). According to the St. Clair County Sheriff’s 
Office, on March 2nd at about 7:00 p.m., the DTF executed a search warrant at a 
home in the 1100 block of Division Street in the city of Port Huron. Once inside 
the residence, members of the Drug Task Force located and seized about $600 
worth of crystal methamphetamine, two firearms, drug paraphernalia and cash. 
Duane Doan, a 39-year-old man from Port Huron was arrested at the scene and 
lodged at the St. Clair County Intervention and Detention Center (IDC). Doan 
was arraigned in 72nd District Court and charged with delivery-manufacture of 
methamphetamine, possession of a firearm by a felon, among other charges with 
a bond set at $25,000 cash/surety. Doan will be back in court for a probable 
cause hearing on March 17th at 9:00 a.m.  
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The next day, on March 3rd, at about 9:00 p.m., a raid was executed at the Clair 
Inn Motel in Marysville. Members of the Drug Task Force located and seized 
about $1,300 worth of Xanax pills, a small amount of crystal methamphetamine 
and drug paraphernalia. Three suspects were arrested at the motel and lodged at 
the IDC, then arraigned in 72nd District Court. Miguel Hulbert, a 23-year-old man 
from Kalamazoo is charged with delivery-manufacture of analogue pills and 
bringing contraband into a prison. His bond was set at $10,000 cash/surety. 
Julius Robinson, a 22-year-old man from Mattawan, Michigan is charged with 
bringing contraband into a prison and lying to a police officer. His bond was set at 
$5,000 cash/surety. Christopher Steinmacher, a 22-year-old man from Port 
Huron is charged with possession of analogue pills, carrying a concealed 
weapon and maintaining a drug house. His bond was set at $5,000 cash/surety. 
All three are scheduled for a probable cause hearing on March 17th at 9:00 a.m. 
in 72nd District Court. 

March 25, 2020 - BWROC Online Support Groups 

The recent shutdowns across the state and nation have altered the routines of 
many across the Blue Water Area. While this may provide a little extra free time 
for people, Patrick Patterson, Center Manager at Blue Water Outreach & 
Recovery Center (BWROC), emphasizes that this free time can also be very 
precarious for those in recovery from addiction. 

He says under normal circumstances, AA and NA meetings fill up, twice a day, 
and now they are empty, which can negatively impact recovery. 

Patterson says, “For those early in recovery, even an hour alone can be a 
dangerous time and lead to unhealthy decisions. The social connection is critical. 
Manufacturing and food service have been heavily impacted lately, as when 
uncertainty in employment surfaces, it adds even more challenges.” 

Patterson suggests a few activities to stay occupied at home including daily 
meditation, making a gratitude list, and working on a new budget. 

Due to the closures, those looking for meetings are encouraged to join BWROC's 
support groups have transitioned online and can be accessed at their website 
BWROC.org. Those in need of information or assistance can also call 
888-68-BWROC to speak directly with the organization. 

 

E. Public Health: 

On-air and online news stories shared breaking news about the COVID-19 
pandemic as it began to reach our area. We created a daily update that ran on 
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the air, on  our website, and on our social media pages. We encouraged our 
listeners to listen to reputable sources for news about the crisis, reiterating the 
websites and phone numbers for those sources. We also educated the 
community about an ongoing blood shortage per the American Red Cross and 
ran our yearly Hands-On-Hands-Off Texting Campaign in collaboration with 
SEMCO Energy. 

NEWS Stories: COVID-19 Pandemic 

March 3, 2020 - Coronavirus Preparedness 

The St. Clair County Health Department (SCCHD) says it is continuously working 
on preparedness and response planning for COVID-19 in the event the virus 
spreads to the area. In a recent press release, the Health Department assures 
residents that “communication occurs daily with federal, state and local officials 
and partners. Currently, Michigan, including St. Clair County has no confirmed 
cases at this time.” 

As COVID-19, also known as the Coronavirus, cases increase worldwide, 
including in the United States, it is important to be mindful of preparing for a shift 
from an epidemic to a pandemic. Taking action early can help protect your health 
and those you care about. 

Health Department officials say measures like getting information from credible 
sources, practicing good hygiene and staying home when sick will help decrease 
and slow the spread of infection, and reduce the impact on our community. If you 
are sick and have any suspicions it could be COVID-19, it is a good precaution to 
call ahead before going to the doctor or hospital if you are sick. In most cases, 
COVID-19 infections are not serious, but be watchful of concerning symptoms 
like shortness of breath and prolonged fever. For the most up to date information 
on this developing situation, visit cdc.gov. 

 

March 11, 2020 - Gov. Whitmer Declares State of Emergency After First 
Confirmed Cases of Coronavirus in MI 

Governor Whitmer declared a state of emergency in response to two case of 
coronavirus in the State of Michigan. A Wayne County resident is currently under 
isolation with a confirmed case of coronavirus, and officials are working to 
identify anyone who came in close contact with him. Another confirmed case in 
Oakland county is being monitored in a similar manner. Both coronavirus patients 
had a history of travel, one domestically and one internationally. 
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The Governor and  public health officers are recommending that residents 
continue to practice prevention measures to slow the spread of coronavirus. You 
can take simple measures to prepare your household such as creating a plan for 
extended absences from work or school, practicing good personal health habits, 
planning to use a separate room or bathroom for members of your family who 
become sick, and calling the doctor's office first before going in for treatment. 

It is wise to review travel advisories from the federal government when planning 
personal and business travel. More accurate information about how to respond to 
the coronavirus is available at CDC.gov. 

March 12, 2020 - Our Local Response to COVID-19 

With the report of two confirmed cases of COVID-19 in our state yesterday, many 
of us are beginning to experience changes to our daily routines. Classes have 
moved online at many universities, events are being cancelled, and we are all 
being asked to be mindful of our role in preventing the spread of this virus. As 
your local radio station, WGRT is committed to bringing you up-to-date 
information about news related to public health and changes in our community’s 
routines and public services. We are also supporting recommendations from 
local officials and government leaders on how residents should respond to this 
pandemic. In a press conference yesterday, Governor Gretchen Whitmer made 
these recommendations: 

“We’re going to have to make some tough choices in the coming days and 
weeks. The Department of Health and Human services is encouraging everyone 
to avoid large gatherings of 100 people or more. Groups should evaluate and 
make decisions about whether or not to cancel conferences, sporting events, or 
concerts. This is to keep the most people we can safe. I encourage everyone to 
be flexible. Take care of one another. We’ve gotten through tough times in 
Michigan. We’re going to get through this.” 

WGRT is ready to support our community with reliable information. If you need to 
report a closing or cancellation, visit WGRT.com and follow the prompts at the 
top of the page. Stay tuned for local news and updates at the top of the hour, 
follow us on social media (Facebook - Twitter), and add us as a news source on 
Google News and Apple News for subscription free news every day.  

 

 

March 13, 2020 - COVID-19 Community Mitigation Efforts 
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Blue Water area businesses, municipalities and residents are taking measures to 
mitigate the potential spread of COVID-19 resulting in many event cancellations, 
limited services and more. Perhaps one of the biggest impacts comes as the 
National Junior College Athletic Association’s (NJCAA) Division II women's 
basketball championship set to be played in Port Huron next week has been 
postponed. The 16 team tournament was scheduled at the St. Clair County 
Community College (SC4) Fieldhouse for March 17-21.  

Initially, tournament organizers had announced the games would continue, 
without fans, but as of 2:00 p.m. Thursday afternoon, a representative from the 
Blue Water Convention and Visitors Bureau confirmed that tournament 
organizers had postponed the event and were in the process of advising local 
hotels of the cancellations.  

Representatives from the college and Visitors Bureau had previously stated the 
tournament was expected to bring in thousands of guests and substantial 
economic impact. At this time, a rescheduled date has not been announced.  

There are several other events around the Blue Water Area that have been 
cancelled after two cases of the novel COVID-19 (coronavirus) were confirmed in 
Michigan. To see a full list of cancelled events and closures, visit our website. 

 

March 16, 2020 - 2nd Likely Case of COVID-19 in St. Clair County 

The St. Clair County Health Department has been notified of a second 
presumptive positive case of COVID-19. The case is a female household contact 
of the first identified case. The individual did take appropriate precautions and 
had minimal interaction with the community. The case is continuing to be 
investigated by the Health Department. 

Dr. Annette Mercatante states, "If you feel well, you do not need to be tested. 
Mildly ill people should be encouraged to stay home and contact their healthcare 
provider by phone for clinical guidance. Testing will be determined based on risk 
assessment. I encourage our community to remain calm, be educated, and 
practice prevention strategies. Working together will help slow down the spread 
in our community." 

A local COVID-19 informational hotline has been set up at (810) 966-4163. The 
Michigan Department of Heath and Human Services established a statewide 
hotline for those who want answers to health related questions. The hotline is 
available 7 days a week from 8 AM to 5 PM at 1-888-535-6136. 
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Daily COVID-19 Updates began 3/20/2020: 

March 20, 2020 - No New Cases in St. Clair County 

St. Clair County is holding at 7 confirmed cases of COVID-19 as of 4 PM today. 
The Health Department is still monitoring 51 people along with 76 of their 
contacts. There are 549 confirmed cases in the state of Michigan. 

Dr. Annette Mercatante, Medical Health Officer at the St. Clair County Health 
Department stated, “This unparalleled event is continuing to unfold and public 
health officials are working on all aspects. The St. Clair County Emergency 
Operations Center is fully operational, including partners from Emergency 
Management, public health, hospitals, law enforcement, Tri-hospital EMS, fire, 
city, county government and more working to protect the health and wellbeing of 
our community.”  

A general COVID-19 Informational Hotline is available Monday through Friday 
from 8 AM - 4:30 PM at (810) 966-4163,  or email questions to 
covid19@stclaircounty.org. 

The State of Michigan hotline is 1- 888-535-6136 and is operational daily 8:00am 
– 5:00pm or email questions to COVID19@michigan.gov. 

https://wgrt.com/information-on-testing-and-healthcare-services-in-southeast-mic
higan/ 

https://wgrt.com/sundays-covid-19-update/ 

https://wgrt.com/governor-whitmer-michigan-residents-stay-home-stay-safe/ 

https://wgrt.com/local-update-from-the-joint-information-center/ 

https://wgrt.com/tuesdays-update-from-st-clair-county/ 

https://wgrt.com/st-clair-county-cases-rise-to-10/ 

https://wgrt.com/as-cases-increase-officials-urge-stay-home-stay-connected/ 

https://wgrt.com/protect-first-responders-as-coronavirus-spreads/ 

https://wgrt.com/27-confirmed-cases-in-st-clair-county-28-in-sarnia/ 

https://wgrt.com/officials-prepare-for-surge-of-patients/ 
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COVID-19 Special Announcements and PSAs: 

We ran many special announcements and PSAs as the coronavirus pandemic 
began to take hold in our area. Information was compiled and released daily on 
the air, on the website, and through social media spots, videos, and shared 
posts. Here is a sample of the different types of announcements we aired: 

PSA: Seriously, You’ve Got to Stop Touching Your Face: 
Hi, this is Jessie Wiegand with an important announcement from the Centers for 
Disease Control, your co-workers, your teachers, and your mom. Everyday 
actions can help prevent the spread of respiratory illnesses like cold, flu, and 
coronavirus.  
 

● Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects like your cell phone, door 
knobs, and light switches 

● Stay home when you’re sick and call your dr for instructions if you need 
treatment 

● Cough or sneeze into your elbow, not your hands. Or, use a tissue and 
immediately throw it away 

● Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth...seriously...stop. touching. 
your face! 

● Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds 
 
Facemasks are not a good prevention tool for healthy people. Make sure you’re 
getting reliable information about public health. Stay tuned to WGRT for the latest 
updates on how this virus is impacting our local community.  

 
 

Special Announcement: Closings & Cancellations:  
 
Hi there, listeners. This is Jessie Wiegand with a special announcement 
sponsored by Zimmer Roofing, a family-owned full-service commercial and 
residential roofing contractor since 1984. Trust the experienced staff at Zimmer 
Roofing to get your roofing job done right. They have you covered.  

ALL area public and private schools are CLOSED effective Monday, March 
16th until at least April 5th. 
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The Blue Water YMCA transitioned the Leprachaun Loop to a virtual run and all 
Active Older Adult Programming is cancelled for the next two weeks 

The Council on Aging serving St. Clair County is cancelling all activities at ALL 
4 Senior Centers for the next two weeks and all congregate meal sites will be 
closed. They are encouraging all seniors to stay home as much as possible. 

If you or a senior that you know could benefit from receiving a home delivered 
meal during this time please call the Council on Aging.. 

Lake Huron Medical Center is suspending All volunteer activities, events, and 
non-essential meetings until further notice. This includes regularly scheduled 
support groups and Healthy Aging Programs. 

All group programs and events are cancelled at McLaren Port Huron hospital.  

St. Clair County Health Department is taking no walk-ins or vaccine 
appointments at its main location 

On-campus classes will be cancelled for the week of March 16-20 at St. 
Clair County Community College. Online classes will continue as scheduled. 

The  Women's Basketball Tournament is postphoned. 

WGRT will continue to update you as new information becomes available. If you 
need to inform us of a closing or cancellation easily, visit WGRT.com or send a 
press release to news@wgrt.com.  

We can make the best of this situation, listeners, please take care of yourselves 
& have fun hanging out at home with your families. For WGRT - I’m Jessie 
Wiegand 

 
Special Announcement: SPECIAL EVENTS:  
 
Hi there, listeners. This is Jessie Wiegand with a special announcement 
sponsored by Zimmer Roofing, a family-owned full-service commercial and 
residential roofing contractor since 1984. Trust the experienced staff at Zimmer 
Roofing to get your roofing job done right. They have you covered.  
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Here are a list of special events that have been canceled or postponed along 
with details provided by the event organizers: 
 
Hope Blooms, the annual fundraiser for Hunter Hospitality House, has been 
postponed. If you have already purchased tickets, please hold onto them as they 
can be used for the event in the future. Organizers are still determining the new 
date. 
 
Blue Water Habitat for Humanity’s 30th Anniversary Celebration has been 
postponed until September. Please check back for the official new date. 
 
Empty Bowls the annual fundraiser for Mid-City Nutrition is postponed. The new 
date will be shared on their Facebook page as soon as its set. At this time meals 
at Mid-City Nutrition are still being served on their regular schedule.  
 

WGRT will continue to update you as new information becomes available. If you 
need to inform us of a closing or cancellation easily, visit WGRT.com or send a 
press release to news@wgrt.com. This update was sponsored by Zimmer 
Roofing, an authorized Duro-Last contractor. 

We can make the best of this situation, listeners, please take care of yourselves 
& have fun hanging out at home with your families. For WGRT - I’m Jessie 
Wiegand 

 
Special Announcement: Restrictions and Information Hotlines Established:  
 
Hi there, listeners. This is Jessie Wiegand with a special announcement 
sponsored by Zimmer Roofing, a family-owned full-service commercial and 
residential roofing contractor since 1984. Trust the experienced staff at Zimmer 
Roofing to get your roofing job done right. They have you covered.  
 
Restrictions have been instituted at many local businesses and government 
agencies to slow the spread of COVID-19. We recommend that you call ahead 
before visiting any public place as business hours and access to certain services 
are changing constantly.  
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Many bars and restaurants in our area are open for drive-thru and carry out 
services. Small businesses are keeping their shops clean and following social 
distancing rules so they can stay open to serve the community while keeping 
their customers safe.  
 
If you would like to help during this time, you can sign up with 211 to join the 
central registry of people volunteering. Roles may include calling elderly 
neighbors, picking up groceries and supplies, or donating items in your 
community. 
 
A local COVID-19 informational hotline is also available at (810) 966-4163. It is 
staffed Monday - Friday from 8AM - 4:30 PM with a message service for after 
hours calls.  
 
The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has also established a 
statewide hotline which operates 7 days a week from 8-5  at 888-535-6136.  
 

WGRT will continue to update you as new information becomes available. This 
update was sponsored by Zimmer Roofing, an authorized Duro-Last contractor. 

We will make the best of this situation, listeners, please take care of yourselves & 
be mindful of your neighbors. For WGRT - I’m Jessie Wiegand 

 

Blood Shortage 

WGRT established a standing event on the website which lists blood drives for 
the month in our county. We also made on-air announcements to publicize local 
blood drives, and shared this information frequently on our Facebook and Twitter 
pages. When the COVID-19 pandemic reached our area, we worked with the 
American REd Cross to get information about blood donation out on the air, and 
on our social media pages. Some examples are noted below: 

 

1/9/20 - 1/24/20 PSA: This is Jessie Wiegand with an American Red Cross Blood 
Donation Alert. The Red Cross has a critical need for blood donors, especially 
those with type O blood. Blood donations are needed to help replenish the blood 
supply after the holiday weeks when busy schedules resulted in fewer donations 
than needed. Help ensure patients continue to receive life-saving medical 
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treatments and emergency care. Give blood now. Use the Blood Donor App, visit 
red-cross-blood-dot-org or call 1-800-RED CROSS to make an appointment 
today. 

https://wgrt.com/event/january-blood-drives/ 

https://wgrt.com/event/february-blood-drives/ 

 

January 14, 2020 - Blood Donor Month 

There is a critical shortage of blood donations in Michigan. While this time of 
year, donations are typically low due to the holidays and flu season, hospitals are 
feeling the shortage as some have reported having just a day’s worth of blood on 
hand. The Red Cross and other agencies that supply blood and platelets to the 
medical community have put out a plea for help, and designated January as 
Blood Donor Month. 

Eligible donors are encouraged to try to make blood donations a habit to help 
save lives. Currently, O and O+ blood types are in the highest demand, as those 
types have universal applications. The Red Cross is also offering an added 
incentive to donors this month. Donors are automatically entered into a drawing 
for a trip to the Super Bowl in Miami. There are blood drives planned at McLaren 
Port Huron, the St. Clair County Administration Building, and other locations over 
the next month. You can make your appointment at redcrossblood.org. 

Hands-On-Hands-Off Texting Campaign: 
https://wgrt.com/contests/hands-on-hands-off/ 

This campaign and contest start in January, and is supported by on-air 
announcements and a contest page where listeners can make a “No texting 
while driving” pledge as their New Year’s Resolution. The PSA for the campaign 
is below: 

Did you just get a text while you’re driving? Bet you’re tempted to read it and 
reply. You know, a text takes your eyes off the road for an average of 5 seconds. 
In that time, you could cause yourself or some innocent person serious harm. 
SEMCO ENergy, Cargill Salt and WGRT are asking you to make the “No Texting 
While Driving” New Year’s Resolution . Visit WGRT.com, click on Hands On 
Hands Off and sign the pledge. You’re automatically entered to win a prize from 
Kimball Appliance courtesy of WGRT.  
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F. Public Safety 

News Reports 

February 3, 2020 - 911 Outages 

St. Clair County Central Dispatch along with several agencies across the state of 
Michigan experienced intermittent 911 outages early Friday morning. Problems 
began to occur shortly before 6:00 a.m. and lasted about two hours, with service 
being restored around 8:00 a.m.  

According to a press release from St. Clair County administration, it was 
determined the outage was a result of an update to a fiber network that resulted 
in technical difficulties. While the shortage only lasted a few hours, it raises an 
important question, what can you do if a call to 911 is not going through? First, 
did you know that you can text 911? Officials say to include a description of the 
emergency and be sure to include an address. There are also local dispatch 
centers that can be contacted directly. The number for St. Clair County Central 
Dispatch is (810) 985-8115. 

Cancellation & Delays Posted on Website and Special Announcement 
Aired: 

● February 18, 2020  
● February 28, 2020 
● February 27, 2020 
● February 26, 2020 

G. Census 2020 

We ran 30 second PSAs for the Ad Council regarding the 2020 Census 
beginning in March (they will run through July) 

2020 Census PSA: 

The 2020 Census helps fund the neighborhood schools and hospitals that kids 
depend on. That’s why it’s important to count babies, infants, and kids of all ages 
living in your home - even when they’re not related to you or are living with you 
temporarily! 
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It’s safe, secure, takes just 10 minutes, and supports kids for the next 10 years! 
Call, return your form by mail, or go online to 2020Census.gov, and Make your 
family count! 

Brought to you by Sesame Workshop and the Ad Council.  
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