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Section I. Issues 
 
WGRT has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community this 
quarter: 
 

 
A. Women’s Health: Issues regarding the physical, emotional, and spiritual health of 

women in our community. 

B. Education: Information relating to public education for youth and adults in our 
community. This issue continues to be affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

C. Mental Health and Substance Abuse: Awareness, services, treatment, and 
information about mental health issues and substance abuse treatment options 
and support for individuals and families facing these crises.  

D. Public Health: The COVID-19 pandemic continued to affect every area of life in 
our communities as cases hit all-time highs this fall and another round of 
shutdowns went into effect for our businesses. 

E. Public Safety: Weather related travel concerns and closings and cancellations 
due to weather conditions. The search for a suspected murderer is also ongoing. 

F. Small Business Support The COVID-19 pandemic negatively affected 
businesses in our area as regulations forced closures and restrictions on 
business activity 

G. 2020 Election This election was complicated by the COVID-19 pandemic, and 
the cancellation of campaign events made it more difficult for our listeners to 
learn about candidates running for office. 

H. Diversity and Inclusion As a result of social unrest resulting from crimes 
against African Americans in the U.S., we saw the need to contribute positive 
messages about diversity and promote education among racial groups.  
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Section II. Responsive Programs 

 
A. Women’s Health: 

Self Breast Exams 

WGRT encourages women to perform a self-breast exam by running PSAs the 
first week of each month for four days in a row. The PSAs run four times a day 
for three days, and then eight times a day on the fourth day. WGRT also provides 
a prominent button on our website that takes women to a video which 
demonstrates the procedure to follow for a self-breast examination.  

 

Women’s Self Esteem 

Statistics show that a girl’s self-esteem peaks at age 9 and plummets from there. 
WGRT has partnered with A Beautiful Me to bring a weekly message to all girls 
and women in our listening audience that encourages and supports a healthy 
self-image. The podcast, Inspire Me, airs twice each Tuesday and is promoted 
on our website and social media channels. Air-dates and topics for this quarter: 

● It’s getting closer! — December 22, 2020 
● Do you use a map? — December 15, 2020 
● Don’t Forget to Breathe — December 8, 2020 
● Generosity In Many Forms — December 1, 2020 
● Crayola Color — November 24, 2020 
● Check Yourself — November 17, 2020 
● Friends — November 10, 2020 
● Best Version of You — October 27, 2020 
● How do you shop? — October 21, 2020 
● Standing in a Storm — October 13, 2020 
● Back to the Movies — October 6, 2020 

EVENTS 

We promoted events to encourage and support women such as the St. Clair 
County Community Baby Shower & the beginning of S.H.O.U.T support groups 
for female victims of sexual abuse. 
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NEWS 

October 19, 2020 - Partnership Will Provide Funding for Breast Cancer 
Screening 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness month, and Governor Whitmer announced 
a three-year, $2.5 million partnership between the United Health Foundation and 
the Michigan Primary Care Association (MPCA) to develop a pilot program for 
genetic testing and screening for breast cancer. The program will be delivered 
through five community health centers in Michigan, with the nearest one to St. 
Clair County located in Detroit. 

Chief Medical Executive and MDHHS Chief Deputy for Health Dr. Joneigh 
Khaldun said in a press release that women have been delaying many routine 
visits to health care professionals and screening appointments for breast cancer 
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“As we observe Breast Cancer Awareness Month in October, it’s important to 
remember that while we must take precautions to stay safe amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, it’s also crucial we seek important medical care and regular 
screenings that can detect cancer before symptoms appear," said Dr. Khaldun. 

Hospitals and testing centers were prohibited from scheduling and performing 
mammograms for several months this year because they were deemed 
"nonessential" medical procedures in Governor Whitmer's Executive Orders. 

 
October 26, 2020 - Healing Hearts Home Kicks Off New S.H.O.U.T. Groups 

Healing Hearts Home provides help, hope, and healing for women who have 
experience sexual abuse, and they are kicking off their fall support groups in 
November. 

Their S.H.O.U.T. groups are a place for women to find last healing from the pain 
of their abuse, and S.H.O.U.T. stands for Sharing Hearts Openly, Understanding 
Truth. There are separate groups for teens and adult women, and they focus on 
working through study material and processing together. 

Healing Hearts Home Executive Director Christina Flood said she has been 
busier than ever since the COVID shutdown when she moved to working with 
program participants online. She is grateful for the opportunity to get back to 
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in-person meetings at The Underground in Downtown Port Huron where the 
nonprofit is housed. 

The kick-off for S.H.O.U.T. groups is November 12th. The teen group meets from 
4-6, and the women's group meets from 6:30 - 8:30. 

Visit HealingHeartsHome.org for more information. 

 
 

B. Education: 

 
We continued our regular programming that contains information on local schools and 
education while including news stories related to how COVID-19 affected school 
operations.  
 
 
Encouraging Parents of Elementary Aged Students 

WGRT produces The Learning Curve podcast each week featuring Nancy 
Gardner, the President of Bold Education Connections. It is designed to help 
parents prepare today's students for tomorrow's world.The podcast airs twice a 
week and is available on our website and social media channels. Air-dates and 
topics for this quarter: 

 
● Help Tweens and Teens Adjust Their Attitude — December 21, 2020 
● Could the Parent be Part of the Problem of Teen Attitude — December 

7, 2020 
● Responding to Teen Attitude — November 30, 2020 
● What Behavior to Expect — November 23, 2020 
● The Causes of Teen Attitude — November 16, 2020 
● Turning Down Teen Attitude — November 9, 2020 
● Kids on the Internet — November 2, 2020 
● Distance Learning Tip 8 — October 19, 2020 
● Distance Learning Tip 7 — October 12, 2020 
● Distance Learning Tip 6 — October 5, 2020 
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Encouraging and Informing Parents of School-Aged Children 
 
Monday through Friday we air the podcast Our Schools brought to our listeners 
by St. Clair County RESA. St. Clair County Regional Educational Service Agency 
is one of 57 intermediate school districts in Michigan. It provides unique 
cost-effective support services to the county’s seven K-12 public school districts. 
Our Schools is hosted by Terry Harrington, and the podcast is also on our 
website and shared to our social media channels. Air-dates and topics for this 
quarter: 

 
● Healthy Holidays — December 21, 2020 
● Online Classes — December 14, 2020 
● Hour of Code — December 7, 2020 
● Holiday Giving — November 30, 2020 
● Happy Thanksgiving — November 23, 2020 
● Hunger-Homeless Awareness — November 16, 2020 
● Looking for Subs — November 9, 2020 
● Parent Teacher Conferences — October 12, 2020 
● Manufacturing Day — October 5, 2020 

Educational Events 

WGRT promoted educational events in our community on our Community 
Bulletin Board, news stories, on-air announcements, and social sharing. We 
promoted such events as:  

● Info Session for In-Demand Health Science Programs at St. Clair County 
Community College: ongoing 

● Cultural Scavenger Hunt in Port Huron 
● EDDMaps 101, Invasive Knotweeds, and OptOutside - Zoom classes 

sponsored by the Friends of the St. Clair River to teach the community 
about local ecology and invasive species. 
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News Stories  

October 1, 2020 - Futures for Frontliners Program Logs 60,000 Applicants 
in Two Weeks 

The Futures for Frontliners program, which has the goal of providing tuition-free 
college and technical training for essential workers, has reached 60,000 
applicants in its first two weeks. 

Jeff Donofrio, Director of the Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity, 
said, “Good paying jobs and a stronger Michigan economy require more of us to 
have an education beyond high school. The strong interest in Futures for 
Frontliners shows us that Michiganders are ready to build a brighter, more secure 
future for themselves and their loved ones. With the economic uncertainty that 
comes with the COVID-19 pandemic and the thousands of high-skilled jobs going 
unfilled, there’s no better time to add new skills.”  

The state’s goal is to have 60% of the state’s workforce gain an industry 
recognized certificate or college degree by 2030. Virtual Town Hall sessions are 
scheduled to answer questions about Futures for Frontliners and explain how 
essential workers can take advantage of the program. The Southeast Michigan 
session is scheduled for Tuesday, October 13th from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. More 
information can be found at michigan.gov/Frontliners. 

 

October 12, 2020 - Library Branches Open to Public after 7-Month Closure 

After being closed to the public since March 16, the St. Clair County Library 
System is back open for in-branch service.  

The library had been offering services online as well as curbside service, but as 
of today patrons can enter the buildings. Curbside service will continue, by 
appointment.  

There are a few restrictions and changes that library users will need to keep in 
mind. Hours will be limited to Monday, Wednesday, Friday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., and 
Tuesdays and Thursdays 11 a.m. - 7 p.m.  

There will not be an opportunity to linger at the library. Much of the seating has 
been removed and visits are limited to 30 minutes. The number of patrons in the 
buildings will be limited and precautions like masks, social distancing, and the 
use of plexiglass shields are required. Gathering and meeting spaces are closed 
until further notice.  
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Computers and WIFI are available, but only in 30-minute increments. The Local 
History and Special Collections will be available by appointment. At this time, 
book donations are not being accepted.  

 

October 12, 2020 -“College Month” Reminds Students to Apply for 2021-22 
Financial Aid 

October is a busy month for designations and proclamations. Along with being 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Farm to School Month, Hispanic Heritage 
Month, Agritourism Month, and several others, October is also “College Month”. 

The proclamation is meant to remind students to make the most of financial 
resources available to them to make attending college a reality. Throughout the 
month of October, Michigan colleges will waive the National Association for 
College Admission Counseling application fee for any student who has 
demonstrated financial need. 

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid opened on October 1 for students 
looking at attending college for the 2021-22 school year. The sooner the 
application is filled out, the better the chances of getting aid. The Blue Water 
College Access Network is offering a free webinar called “Scholarships and 
Paying for College” on October 21st. Registration is online at sccresa.org. 

Michigan’s 2021 fiscal year budget includes $30 million in funding for the 
Michigan Reconnect program, which provides a tuition-free pathway for adults 
looking to earn a postsecondary certificate or associate degree. The grants are 
administered by the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity. 

 

October 15, 2020 - Port Huron Schools Switches Up Free Meal Distribution 

Port Huron, MI -- It’s School Lunch Week nationwide. Also this week, Port Huron 
Schools has launched a change to their meal distribution plan. The district 
continues to provide lunches to all students whether they are learning virtually or 
in-person with the hybrid schedule. Parents are now able to pick up a whole 
week’s worth of food in one visit every Monday 

Starting this week, meals were not sent home with students. The school district 
switched to parents picking up the lunches in order to provide a greater selection 
and allow uninterrupted instruction time at school. Both breakfast and lunch are 
provided and are available for all children ages 18 and younger. 
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Meals can be picked up on Mondays between 9:00 and 10:00 a.m. and between 
5:00 and 7:00 p.m. at both the Port Huron Northern High School and Port Huron 
High School Performing Arts Centers. Meals can be picked up by friends or 
family if parents don’t have a ride to the centers. 

Michigan State Superintendent Dr. Michael Rice said, “The federal waivers have 
just been extended through the rest of the school year so children will not lack 
the essential nutrition to be healthy.”  

 

October 16, 2020 - New Outdoor Learning Pavilion Launched at Keewahdin 
Elementary 

Keewahdin Elementary School in Fort Gratiot will be getting a new outdoor 
learning space. The project is a collaborative effort between the school’s Parent 
Teacher Association, the Fort Gratiot Lowe’s store, and Park Place Landscaping. 

The pavilion will be used as an outdoor classroom for science experiments, 
plays, readers theater, and to extend learning opportunities for students. The 
space has been on the minds and in the plans of the PTA parents, and came to 
fruition this fall. 

The Lowe’s Heroes Project supplied labor and a portion of the pavilion, valued at 
$8400 while the PTA kicked in $7500 to make the 20 x 40 pavilion a reality. The 
Soule Family, owners of Park Place Landscaping, donated the site preparation 
services. 

Acting Superintendent Theo Kerhoulas said, “Collaboration between parents, 
local businesses and our district has become a hallmark of Port Huron Schools. 
This flexible outdoor learning space will benefit students for decades to come.” 

Brian Ebert, Store Manager for the Fort Gratiot Lowe’s, said, “At Lowe's we take 
great pride in supporting local organizations and communities where we live and 
work.” 

 

October 27, 2020 - Harrison Center Help Adults Pursue Higher Education 

The Futures for Frontliners program offers Michigan residents 18 years and older 
the opportunity to complete high school and pursue a career path at a community 
college or job training program. It is open to all adults who worked in an essential 
industry at least part-time for 11 weeks between April 1st and June 30th. 
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For those who need to complete their high school diploma or GED, Harrison 
Center, the adult education wing of Port Huron Schools, offers the tools and 
support to help students succeed. Harrison has a teacher on site Monday - 
Friday  for students. Fridays are by appointment only for those who want to limit 
their contact with others. Students can take classes, get individual tutoring, 
and/or work at home to finish their high school diploma or study for their GED 
tests. 

Harrison Center's Career Navigator, Sandy Hunwick, helps students with any 
barriers they face on the path to high school completion, and then she helps 
them move on to the next part of their educational journey at college or a career 
training center.  When asked about the benefits of the Futures for Frontliners 
program, she aid, "If you were thinking that you'd love to go back to school, now 
there's a way. This is a pathway to help you afford college and expensive career 
training programs. If you worked, now there's a way." 

For more information on eligibility, and to apply to the Futures for Frontliners 
program, visit the website <HERE> Applications must be submitted by 11:59 PM 
on December 31, 2020. 

To learn more about Harrison Center, visit their website <HERE>. 

 

October 27, 2020 Port Huron School District Adjusts Instructional Schedule 

Port Huron, MI -- In a letter to parents, Port Huron School District announced 
some changes to the instructional schedule. Currently, students are receiving 
instruction either completely virtually or with a hybrid schedule with some 
in-person days and some virtual days. 

The new schedule was approved by the Board of Education at a meeting on 
October 23rd. The new schedule has Tuesday, November 3rd as a Remote 
Learning Day for all students with Learning Labs open. Wednesday, November 
25th is a Remote Learning Day with buildings closed. Friday, December 11th is a 
Remote Learning Day with Buildings and Learning Labs open, and both Friday, 
February 12th and Monday, February 15th are Remote Learning Days with 
buildings closed. Parents who may have scheduled a mid-winter break vacation 
during February are reassured that the instruction is “any place, any pace”, so 
they can still take their trips. 

Learning Labs will be available by appointment at Crull Elementary, Holland 
Woods Middle School and Port Huron High School. More information will be sent 
to families. 
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The updated schedule allows for school to end on June 11th, 2021, and meets 
the requirement to offer 180 instructional days. 

 

December 4, 2020 - December is Career Exploration and Awareness Month 

There is a shortage of workers in high-demand fields. To address the need for 
talent and labor, December has been designated as Career Exploration and 
Awareness Month in Michigan. 

The Michigan Career and Education Pathfinder website has been created to help 
students, parents, and career counselors explore high-demand careers and find 
ways to pay for the education needed. The free tool uses labor market 
information, wage data and other metrics to help match students with careers. 

The Going PRO in Michigan website is another career exploration resource that 
lists actual job openings. Right now, there are a projected half million openings 
looking into 2026 in the fields of manufacturing, automotive, IT, health care and 
construction. 

Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Opportunity (LEO) Acting Director 
Susan Corbin, said “We are committed to making sure every Michigander has an 
equal and successful pathway to high-quality, high-paying, in-demand careers. 
By providing the right tools, and encouraging more Michiganders to explore 
different careers, we can help prepare every Michigander for a rewarding career 
path and bigger paychecks.”  

Michigan Career and Education Pathfinder site  

Going PRO in Michigan website  

 

December 23, 2020 - High School Sports to Wrap Up Fall Season; Winter 
Season Starts Mid-January 

High School sports are scheduled to continue, but with some new protocols. With 
the “pause” in high school athletics mandated by Governor Gretchen Whitmer 
and the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, fall sports were left 
in limbo. 

According to the Michigan High School Athletic Association, a plan is now in 
place to finish out the seasons for those teams that made it to the state finals. 
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The latest statement from the Michigan High School Athletic Association says, 
“With high schools now reopened, the MDHHS has announced a pilot testing 
program that will allow the three unfinished fall sport tournaments to resume 
under these new testing requirements.” The test requirements include antigen 
testing to try to ensure safe completion of football, volleyball, and swimming and 
diving finals. 

Winter sports like wrestling and basketball are not to have any practices until 
after the current order expires January 15th. When they finally get started, 
spectators will be prohibited. 

Spring sports are expected to start as scheduled. Updated schedules and latest 
information can be found at mhsaa.com. 

 

 
C. Mental Health and Substance Abuse: 

Promoting Awareness of Mental Health Services 

Several PSAs created by St. Clair County Community Mental Health run for 
15-30 seconds and air at least once a day.  

Substance Abuse 

We promoted virtual programs sponsored by the St. Clair County Health 
Department and nonprofit organizations in Sarnia that were offering mental 
health and substance abuse counseling online or via phone. We promoted those 
things on our Facebook page and our Community Bulletin Board Announcements 
which air several times per day.  

We saw a connection in our community between substance abuse and suicide, 
and also promoted education about that topic, recovery programs, and drug 
take-back efforts in our community, including efforts to promote educational 
programs for youth from our S.P.E.A.K. (Substance Prevention through Early 
Action and Knowledge) group: https://wgrt.com/event/speak-trivia-night/. We 
promoted those events on the air as part of our Community Bulletin Board 
Announcements as well as on our website and social media accounts. 

 

October 2, 2020 - CDC Grant to Address Suicide Crisis in Adult Men 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has received a grant to 
address suicide in adult men in the state. There is a public health crisis going on, 
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with more than 6,700 men losing their lives to suicide in Michigan between 2014 
and 2018. The COVID-19 fallout has amplified the tragedy.  

Currently, two-thirds of suicides are adult men. The $4.35 million grant from the 
U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention will fund the Preventing Suicide 
in Michigan Men program. The program is targeted at helping men over 25 with 
prevention efforts within communities and healthcare.  

Dr. Deb Houry, director of CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and 
Control, said, “Suicide is caused by multiple factors and prevention must go 
beyond individual behavior change. Support and coordination are needed from 
every sector of society that can directly promote resilience and reduce risk 
factors such as isolation, stress, substance use, and relationship, financial and 
job issues.” 

Emotional-support services are available at Michigan.gov/StayWell or by calling 
888-535-6136 and pressing “8” to talk to a counselor 24/7. 

 

October 21, 2020 - The Dry Dock Provides Safe Community for those in 
Recovery 

Port Huron, MI -- 2020 has been a difficult year for a lot of people, and an even 
tougher year for those recovering from addiction. But, the Dry Dock Recovery 
Reading Room in Downtown Port Huron has persisted in providing a ray of hope 
for those in recovery to find acceptance and a safe, positive environment. 

The Dry Dock opened in February of this year. Three brothers, Linn, Jeff, and 
Brad Bartlett, rented a unique space right on the Black River by the Military 
Street drawbridge. The brothers, who are all in recovery themselves, used their 
experience in the hospitality industry to make a welcoming and friendly gathering 
space for people in the process of conquering addiction. 

The space provides not only friendly conversation and plenty of reading material, 
but a chance to make healthy choices in the face of isolation and loneliness, 
which can be amplified by the pandemic. 

There is no charge to visit the Dry Dock. While the facility is not affiliated with any 
particular recovery program, they have information on overcoming all kinds of 
addictions. They also host events such as a clean and sober Boat Night, euchre 
games, and art and music shows. 
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For more information, call Linn Bartlett at (810) 941-8510 or check out their 
facebook page 

 

October 23, 2020 - National Drug Take Back Day at SCC Sheriff’s Office 
Saturday 

The St. Clair County Sheriff’s Department is participating in National Drug Take 
Back Day this weekend. Medications can be dropped off at the Sheriff’s Office at 
1170 Michigan Road between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 
24th. 

Responsibly disposing of unneeded pills helps deter drug abuse and crime as 
well as help protect the environment. Sheriff Tim Donnellon said, “We encourage 
everyone who has pills that are unwanted or expired to bring them to our office. 
Disposing of the pills properly ensures they don’t end up being improperly used 
and keeps them out of our drinking water.” 

Only pills are accepted. Liquids, syringes, patches, inhalers, and creams are not 
accepted. The pills are turned over to the federal Drug Enforcement Agency, 
which incinerates them. 

The St. Clair County Sheriff’s Office has been hosting Drug Take Back Days 
eighteen times and has collected over 2400 pounds of pills. 

If you can’t make it to the Drug Take Back Day on Saturday, you can still drop 
them off at the Sheriff’s Office during business hours, Monday through Friday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 

November 9, 2020 - Stronger Together Support Groups Launched by 
Families Against Narcotics 

Port Huron, MI -- The Blue Water Chapter of Families Against Narcotics (FAN) 
has launched Stronger Together Family and Friends Support Groups. The 
Chapter reminds the community that while there is a viral pandemic, there is also 
an opioid epidemic in the area. 

Addiction is considered a “family disease” because it affects the entire family and 
friend network of a person suffering from Substance Abuse Disorder. 

Charlene Burgett, president of FAN’s Blue Water chapter said “If your loved one 
is battling addiction, they may be leading a destructive life. But that doesn’t mean 
that YOUR life has to be destroyed, too. We’re hoping to bring some calm and 
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relief to the lives of those who need it, and teach them that self-care is not being 
selfish.” 

The support group is meeting on the first and third Monday of each month at 7:00 
pm. at the Restored Jesus Christ Of Latter Day Saints church, located at 1404 
Garfield Street, Port Huron. The group will be utilizing a unique 12-step “Family 
Recovery Plan” that can help individuals and families move from a life of despair 
to a life of hope and purpose, according to FAN. 

 

 D. Public Health: 

On-air and online news stories shared breaking news about the COVID-19 
pandemic as it continued to affect our area. News stories ran on the air, on our 
website, and on our social media pages. We encouraged our listeners to go to 
reputable sources for news about the crisis, reiterating the websites and phone 
numbers for the local state and provincial health departments, the Michigan State 
and Ontario Coronavirus Websites, and the CDC .  

We ran multiple news stories as closures, restrictions, and Emergency Orders 
were announced by State and local government officials and continued to 
educate the community about safety issues related to travel and mask wearing. 

We continued to educate the community about an ongoing blood shortage per 
the American Red Cross and informed them about local blood drives. 

 

October 1, 2020 - Whitmer Extends State of Emergency 

Governor Whitmer extended the State of Emergency for Michiganders until 
October 27, 2020 at 11:59 PM. She also extended four executive orders 
pertaining to e-notaries and e-signatures, restrictions on the entry of individuals 
into health care facilities, protections for inmate populations, and safety 
measures for workers and customers at grocery stores. 

Whitmer cited the need for these extensions to protect the lives of vulnerable 
populations. Michigan was once among the states hit hardest by COVID-19, but 
cases have now plateaued at a level well below the national average. 

"This emergency will end, and it is a matter of months. But we are not out of the 
woods yet. Right now, the federal government and all 50 states have been under 
some form of state of emergency. We must continue doing our part to fight this 
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virus on behalf of our families, frontline workers, and our small businesses, " said 
Whitmer. 

 

October 2, 2020 -  COVID Cases in Sarnia Traced to Commercial Ship 

Sarnia, Ontario -- Lambton Public Health is investigating verified COVID-19 
cases the originated from a commercial ship docked in Sarnia Harbor. The 
members of the ship's crew have been transported to a hotel in Point Edward 
while the situation is handled by public health experts. 

If the public has questions or concerns, they can contact Lambton Public Health 
directly at their main phone number Monday through Sunday from 8:30 AM - 4:30 
PM, or visit their website <HERE>. 

The last update from Lambton Public Heath on September 30th, showed only 
two active cases of COVID-19 in the county, and cases have been stable in the 
county since August. 

 

October 3, 2020 - Michigan Supreme Court Rules Whitmer's Use of 
Emergency Powers Unconstitutional 

The Michigan Supreme Court ruled that Governor Whitmer's use of emergency 
powers without the approval of the state legislature is unconstitutional. 

In a press release from the Governor's office, Whitmer said, "Today’s Supreme 
Court ruling, handed down by a narrow majority of Republican justices, is deeply 
disappointing, and I vehemently disagree with the court’s interpretation of the 
Michigan Constitution. Right now, every state and the federal government have 
some form of declared emergency. With this decision, Michigan will become the 
sole outlier at a time when the Upper Peninsula is experiencing rates of COVID 
infection not seen in our state since April." 

She also noted in the press release that because the ruling doesn't take effect for 
at least 21 days, the current emergency declarations in place are still relevant 
and “retain the force of law".  Like many of the orders put in place by the 
Governor, there is disagreement about exactly how this ruling will be enforced. It 
does seem clear, however, that the Governor is now encouraged, if not required, 
to work with the legislature on any future emergency orders related to COVID-19. 
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October 9, 2020 - Do the Right Thing - OpEd from Dr. Annette Mercatante 

The recent Michigan Supreme Court Ruling striking down the State of 
Emergency and Emergency Orders from Governor Whitmer has had many 
people in an uproar.  It clearly brings on a considerable amount of questions 
regarding authority, funding and responsibility.  However one thing is 
fundamentally unchanged, we have a novel virus circulating that is highly 
contagious, causing significant illness and death.  It has the potential, if not 
controlled, of destroying our economy, crippling our healthcare system, and 
directly causing untold pain and suffering to a large portion of our society. Are 
you with me here? If you don’t believe me, spend a little time with the REAL 
medical and epidemiological literature. This is not a joke nor a hoax. 

Assuming we acknowledge the real and immediate threat of this virus, what can 
we do?  We can’t run, it is everywhere. We can’t hide, unless you are willing to 
live in a bubble with ZERO social interactions.  What we CAN do is keep the 
spread of the virus to a level at which we can reasonably live our lives until a 
better therapeutic or vaccine is available. The good news is we know how to do 
that; social distancing and masks, as well as aggressive disease identification 
and disease transmission management (isolation and quarantine). People, this 
strategy works! St. Clair County has enjoyed a relatively low rate of spread for 
over 10 weeks as we (sometimes begrudgingly) complied with the Executive 
Orders. It’s not the Orders that worked, it is our behavior! We can still do that 
regardless of what the Governor, Supreme Court, or your neighbor says! When 
something is going well we do not purposely upend that and go in a different 
direction. That is irrational and reckless. 

What we CAN do is the right thing. The things that will protect your family, friends 
and neighbors from COVID-19.  Follow the science, the evidence.  Wear your 
mask and make sure your children and family does as well. Don’t gather in large 
groups and keep meeting remotely or outdoors whenever possible. If you’re sick, 
evenly mildly ill, get tested for COVID-19. Don’t go to work or play with other 
people while you are ill. Wash your hands. Follow public health guidance; if you 
are told to quarantine please do so. Answer our phone calls and help us identify 
potential sources of further diseases spread.  All of these things work! The only 
reason laws are put in place is because people don’t follow these solid and 
effective suggestions.  If you do the right thing, we don’t need to argue about who 
has the authority to make the rules. The St. Clair County Health Department will 
follow the data. If the virus is spreading more rapidly and threatening our schools, 
healthcare systems, businesses, and communities, we will utilize whatever 
powers and resources we can to try and stop it.  Don’t let that happen. 

Yours in Health, 
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Annette Mercatante, MD, MPH 

Medical Health Officer 

St. Clair County Health Department 

 

October 13, 2020 - Flu Clinics in October 

The St. Clair County Health Department (SCCHD) will be offering flu clinics 
across St. Clair County. 

All ages welcome. Flu vaccine will be administered by St. Clair County Health 
Department public health nurses. Vaccine is available for ages 6 months and up; 
FluMist (no needle) for ages 2-49; enhanced for ages 65 and up; and standard 
flu vaccine for all ages. *(While supplies last)* 

Making an appointment is quick and easy online at www.scchealth.co and click 
“Make an Appointment”.  All clinics will run 3:00pm to 6:00pm. 

No out of pocket expenses for participants, and insurances will be billed. Please 
wear a short sleeve shirt and bring a photo ID and a copy of your insurance card. 
Masks or face coverings are required. 

October 13, 2020: Algonac Lions Hall - 1905 Mill St. Algonac, MI 

October 15, 2020: American Legion - 1026 6th St. Port Huron, MI 

October 19, 2020: American Legion - 299 Huron Blvd. Marysville, MI 

October 22, 2020: Knights of Columbus - 3501 Rattle Run Rd. St. Clair, MI 

October 26, 2020: Yale VFW - 4 West Mechanic St. Yale, MI 

 

October 14, 2020 - Safe Sleep Awareness Protects Infants 

October is Safe Sleep Awareness month, and caregivers are encouraged to take 
measures to ensure their infants have a safe environment for sleeping. 

Babies 0-12 months old should be placed on their backs in a crib, bassinet, or 
pack 'n play every time they need rest. Mattresses should be firm with a tightly 
fitted sheet and be free of pillows, fluffy blankets, or toys. 
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Babies can be kept from overheating by using a sleep sack or footed pajamas 
and limiting the use of blankets. Caregivers should also avoid covering infant's 
heads while they are sleeping. 

The newly signed 2021 budget for the State of Michigan included funding for the 
Healthy Moms, Healthy Babies plan which provides services for expectant 
mothers. Those services include guidance for new parents and caregivers on 
infant sleep safety and can be accessed through the MDHHS Safe Sleep 
Website <HERE>. 

 

October 15, 2020 - Blue Water Area COVID-19 Update 

St. Clair County, MI — Lambton County, Ontario 

Cumulative confirmed COVID-19 cases as of October 14, 2020 at  10:30 AM are 
as follows: 

● State of Michigan: 137,702 confirmed cases; 6,928 deaths 
● St. Clair County: 1,028 confirmed cases; 59 deaths 
● Ontario: 61,413 confirmed cases;  3,017 deaths 
● Sarnia-Lambton: 350 confirmed cases; 25 deaths 

As of Wednesday, St. Clair County had 184 active cases of the virus, and 4% of 
hospital beds in the county are being used for COVID-19 patients. 

The St. Clair County Health Department is encouraging the public to take 
advantage of one of their community flu clinics which are happening throughout 
October. More information is available at www.scchealth.co. 

 

Lambton County currently has 2 active cases, and Bluewater Health reported a 
patient currently hospitalized with confirmed COVID-19 as of Tuesday. 

Lambton Public Health is in the process of contact tracing a case of COVID-19 
that was discovered at Colonel Cameron Public School in Corunna. 

The Ontario government recently established targeted public health measures in 
the Ottawa, Peel, and Toronto regions and is urging Ontarians to limit trips 
outside the home and follow recommended guidelines for social distancing, 
wearing face masks, and handwashing 

Please continue to rely on reputable sources for information on COVID-19: 
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● Centers for Disease Control:  cdc.gov/coronavirus 
● State of Michigan: Michigan.gov/coronavirus  or Info Hotline 

1-888-535-6136 Daily 8:00 am – 5:00 pm or email questions to 
COVID19@michigan.gov 

● St. Clair County Health Department: COVID-19 Info Hotline (810) 
966-4163 Mon – Fri, 8:00 am – 4:30 pm or email questions to 
covid19@stclaircounty.org 

● St. Clair County Community Mental Health COVID-19 Support Line (810) 
985-8900, available Monday-Friday, 8:30am – 4:30pm 

● Lambton Public Health: 
https://lambtonpublichealth.ca/2019-novel-coronavirus/ 

● City of Sarnia COVID-19 Hotline: 1-877-4-SARNIA (1-877-472-7642) 

 

October 21, 2020 - Health Department Urges Caution at Social Gatherings 
as COVID-19 Cases Increase 

The St. Clair County Health Department is urging the public to follow safety 
practices while attending social gatherings. Cases of COVID-19 are on the rise in 
St. Clair County, and in the last two weeks the average number of new cases has 
increased by 55%. 

The Health Department is reporting that 20% of cases are tied to social events 
which indicates that people are not following public health guidance when 
gathering. 

Dr. Annette Mercatante, Medical Health Officer, St. Clair County Health 
Department, said in a press release, “As St. Clair County residents and as proud 
Americans, we know what we have to do to slow the spread of transmission 
because we did it before. We came together at the beginning of the pandemic 
and effectively drove down the case counts by wearing masks, maintaining six 
feet of social distance from others, and practicing proper handwashing.” 

As of Tuesday morning, there were 253 active cases of COVID-19 in St. Clair 
County, up 69 cases from our report last week. As cases increase the Health 
Department is also asking individuals to respond to public health nurses when 
they reach out for contact tracing purposes. Nurses will never ask for sensitive 
information related to insurance, credit cards, or social security numbers. 

 

 

19 

http://cdc.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://lambtonpublichealth.ca/2019-novel-coronavirus/


WGRT Quarterly Issues and Programs 
Fourth Quarter: October 1, 2020 - December  31, 2020 

 
November 13, 2020 - Sarnia Moved to Green Phase of New Framework for 
COVID-19 Mitigation 

The Province of Ontario transitioned this week to the Keeping Ontario Safe and 
Open Framework. There are five levels in the Framework: Green - Prevent, 
Yellow - Protect, Orange - Restrict, Red - Control, and the most extreme level, 
Lockdown, which is reserved as a last resort. 

Officials hope this new Framework will introduce preventative measures for 
controlling the spread of COVID-19 earlier, therefore limiting transmission of the 
virus and preventing broad closures. 

"The framework lays out a proactive and graduated response to be applied 
based on the local situation in each region," said Dr. David Williams, Chief 
Medical Officer of Health. "By working with the medical officers of health and 
local authorities on the realities and situations of COVID-19, we want to continue 
to help protect people's health and wellbeing. We are adapting the public health 
measures to be as targeted and efficient as possible to stop the spread of the 
virus, while managing any outbreaks as quickly as possible." 

The Sarnia Lambton area is in the Green - Prevent stage of the Framework. The 
key risk factors of potential transmission are close contact, closed spaces, 
crowded places, forceful exhalation, and prolonged exposure. While in the 
Green-Prevent stage, Ontarians are advised to observe standard measures for 
protecting themselves from COVID-19 including frequent hand-washing, social 
distancing, and face coverings. 

Read the Framework <HERE>. 

 

November 17, 2020 - Pause to Save Lives Starts Wednesday 

A new COVID-19 order from the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
services goes into effect on Wednesday, and hopes to quell the current surge in 
virus cases over the next three weeks. 

MDHHS Director Robert Gordon issued the emergency order under the authority 
granted to him under MCL 333.2226(d), a Michigan Law that gives MDHHS the 
power to "[e]xercise  authority to promulgate rules to safeguard properly the 
public health; to prevent the spread of diseases and the existence of sources of 
contamination; and to implement and carry out the powers and duties vested by 
law in the department." 
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The new orders target specific gathering places that have been determined as 
sources of more frequent spread of COVID-19. This includes indoor dining, group 
exercise classes, and indoor public gatherings of all types. The MDHHS order 
prohibits residential gatherings of over 10 people from more than two 
households; therefore attempting to reduce spread of COVID-19 as a result of 
multi-family indoor gatherings at Thanksgiving. 

The order also restricts all indoor dining which will force restaurants to return 
completely  to carry out, drive through, or curbside service until the order is lifted 
on December 8, 2020 at 11:59 PM. 

MDHHS, the Governor's office, and the State Attorney General Dana Nessel, 
have issued statements confirming that law enforcement officers are "deemed to 
be department representatives for purposes of enforcing this order, and are 
specifically authorized to investigate potential violations" of the order. 

  

December 17, 2020 - “Mask Up, Mask Right” 

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has launched an 
initiative to stress the importance of wearing a face mask correctly. The “Mask 
Up, Mask Right” message is being sent out to remind Michiganders that wearing 
a mask right is the best way to slow down the spread of Covid-19. 

MDHHS Director Robert Gordon proclaimed, “The science is now settled: Masks 
protect others from COVID – and they protect the wearer. It’s important to wear 
the right mask and wear it the right way. We want all Michiganders to Mask Up, 
Mask Right as we continue to battle the virus in our state.” 

Correct mask wearing means using a three-layered washable cloth face 
covering, medical-grade disposable masks, or approved KN95 masks. Masks 
need to be secured over the nose and face and fit tightly with no gaps. 
Bandanas, gaiters, and other types of masks are not on the list. Face shields 
without a mask are not considered as effective as masks. 

Free masks are available at MDHHS and Community Action Agencies. 

 

December 18, 2020 - McLaren Port Huron Begins Vaccinating Health Care 
Workers 

McLaren Port Huron began the process of immunizing its health care workers 
against COVID-19 at the hospital today. 
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 “Our health care heroes have been courageously battling each wave of this virus 
for nearly a year,” said Eric Cecava, president and CEO, McLaren Port Huron. 
“Now it is time we take the final fight to COVID-19.” 

U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently authorized Pfizer’s COVID-19 
vaccine for emergency use, which began being distributed to hospitals over the 
weekend. McLaren Port Huron received 275 doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine on Friday, and is expecting to receive 50 additional doses on Sunday, 
with additional quantities expected over the next few weeks, including from other 
vaccine producers. 

“It made me so proud to get the vaccine,” said Katrina Raski, a medical assistant 
in the Emergency Department at McLaren Port Huron. “Health care workers lay 
their life on the line, and I needed to lead by example. It made me cry, feeling 
such peace, and hope.” 

McLaren Health Care hospitals, outpatient clinics, and other subsidiaries 
surveyed their team members, medical staffs, and contract workers’ interest in 
receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. To date, about 80% of respondents across the 
McLaren system indicated they are willing to receive the COVID-19 now or in the 
future. 

McLaren then used that data and information from the vaccine producers to 
create a plan to immunize its health care workers. It is expected to take several 
weeks to immunize the health care workers affiliated with McLaren who indicated 
they want the vaccine due to the logistics of administering the shot, minimizing 
the number of caregivers who may experience side effects at one time, and the 
availability of doses from the pharmaceutical manufacturers. McLaren Health 
Care and Walgreens have also launched an innovative partnership where certain 
McLaren team members authorized to receive the vaccine in the initial 
distribution will be able to receive their vaccination at a nearby Walgreens store. 
The collaboration will expedite the immunization of McLaren team members and 
enhance safety by minimizing the number of team members required to go inside 
the hospital to receive their vaccinations. 

“Walgreens is very proud to collaborate with McLaren on this historic milestone to 
begin administering Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine to the true heroes who are on the 
frontlines of battling COVID-19. This is an incredibly important step in an 
unprecedented effort to allow our nation to emerge from this pandemic,” said 
John Standley, president, Walgreens. 
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COVID-19 Special Announcements and PSAs: 

We continued to run PSAs regarding COVID-19 relief.  Information was compiled 
and released daily on the air, on the website, and through social media spots, 
videos, and shared posts. Here is a sample of the different types of 
announcements we aired: 

 
PSAs for United Way of St. Clair County’s COVID-19 Relief Fund: 

United Way of St. Clair County’s well-established Emergency Services Fund is 
looking to help local organizations and businesses meet their unforeseen needs 
due to COVID-19. 
 
With a swift online application process, their Emergency Funding Response 
Committee has already begun granting funds to help ensure essential services 
remain available and safe for the community. Visit uwstclair.org and follow the 
Emergency Services Fund application link to apply for funding. 

 
PSA #2 
Are you looking for ways to help your neighbors? Or, does your family need 
help? Either way, United Way of St. Clair County is here for you! Their 
coordinated resources like 211, food giveaway information, displaced workers tip 
sheet, and volunteering opportunities page are just a few clicks away. Visit 
uwstclair.org/HealthFirst for community resources to help you through your 
current and future needs. Give Help - Get Help - Live United! 
 

Blood Shortage & COVID-19 Testing 

WGRT established a standing event on the website which lists blood drives for 
the month in our county. We also made on-air announcements to publicize local 
blood drives, and shared this information frequently on our Facebook and Twitter 
pages. When the COVID-19 pandemic reached our area, we worked with the 
American Red Cross to get information about blood donation out on the air, and 
on our social media pages. Some examples are noted below: 

https://wgrt.com/event/october-november-2020-blood-drives/ 

https://wgrt.com/event/december-2020-blood-drives/ 

 

23 

https://wgrt.com/event/october-november-2020-blood-drives/
https://wgrt.com/event/december-2020-blood-drives/


WGRT Quarterly Issues and Programs 
Fourth Quarter: October 1, 2020 - December  31, 2020 

 
 
E. Public Safety 

We kept our listeners informed about weather related warnings by announcing 
alerts from the St. Clair County W.I.N.S. System on the air. We also shared them 
on our Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/wgrt1023fm/ 

We also provide a spot on our website for weather reports and learning more 
about W.I.N.S. and signing up for alerts: 
https://wgrt.com/category/local-news/ 
https://wgrt.com/weather/  

News stories addressed public safety issues such as fire safety, reports about 
crime from local law enforcement, and the investigation of a homicide in our area, 
which is an unusual occurrence. WE ran PSA’s from the Ad Council regarding 
Emergency Preparedness throughout the quarter. 

October 6, 2020 - Fire Prevention Month 

October is Fire Prevention Month in Michigan. It’s time to check the batteries on 
your smoke detectors, make an exit plan in case of a fire, and teach the kids safe 
habits. 

This year’s National Fire Protection Association theme is “Serve Up Fire Safety in 
the Kitchen!” It reminds us to never leave cooking unattended and to keep 
cooking surfaces clean and burners free of grease buildup. 

Most fire deaths happen at night. About half of deadly fires start in the living 
room, while 17% start in the kitchen and 16% in bedrooms. Over half of all 
deadly fires since 2017 have involved careless smoking. 

Orlene Hawks, Director of the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs 
said, “It is critical for each of us to practice fire safety in our home with our entire 
family, including our children. Create a fire escape plan and practice it often as a 
family – it is a simple thing to do, and it can save the lives of the people we love.”  

State Fire Marshal Kevin Sehlmeyer advises homeowners to have working 
smoke detectors in every bedroom and to close bedroom doors at night. 
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November 23, 2020 - Rash of Break-ins in St. Clair Area 

Deputies from the St. Clair County Sheriff’s Office responded to calls of 
numerous break-ins that occurred in the overnight hours of Sunday. 

According to Sheriff Mat King, items were taken from vehicles on River Road in 
China Township, Hathaway Street in East China Township and South River 
Pointe Lane and Scott B Drive in St. Clair Township.  A home invasion was also 
reported on St. Clair Highway in China Township.  Numerous items were stolen, 
including at least two handguns. 

Sheriff King reminds all citizens to ensure your vehicles are locked at all times 
when not in use, even while in your driveway. 

Anyone with information regarding the thefts are asked to contact the road patrol 
supervisor’s office at (810) 987-1733. 

December 8, 2020 - Michigan National Guard Remains on Duty Through 
March 2021 

The use of the Michigan National Guard in the battle against COVID-19 has been 
extended into 2021. Title 32 authority allows Guardsmen and women to receive 
federal pay and benefits and was set to expire at the end of the year. The 
authority has been extended to March 31st. 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer said, “The Michigan National Guard continues to be 
a crucial part of our fight against the COVID-19 pandemic. I want to thank our 
men and women in uniform for their dedication and round-the-clock work to 
protect the people of our state by expanding testing in our communities and 
ensuring they have what they need to get through this crisis.” 

Whitmer went on to ask President Trump to “listen to public health experts and 
work with Mitch McConnell and Nancy Pelosi on a bipartisan recovery package 
that protects American families, frontline workers, and small business owners.” 

The National Guard is to be part of the logistical framework that will be helping to 
get Michiganders vaccinated against COVID-19. The Michigan National Guard 
has helped distribute more than 14 million pounds of food at food banks, 
delivered tests and protective equipment across the state, and assisted with 
testing more than 200 thousand Michiganders for COVID-19 since being “called 
up” earlier this year. 
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December 15, 2020 - Public’s Help Needed to Locate Reginald Grasty 

The Port Huron Police Department is seeking the public’s help in locating a 
suspected murderer. The St. Clair County Prosecutor’s office authorized a 
two-count warrant for Reginald Cu-Nu Grasty, thought to be in Detroit. 

The warrants are for Open Murder and Disinterment/Mutilation of a corpse. The 
murder is believed to have taken place on the Grayfox, a retired Naval ship 
anchored in the St. Clair River. The victim, William Orlow, is thought to have 
known the suspect. 

The body of Orlow was discovered on June 23rd, 2020. Grasty is believed to be 
a witness or a person of interest at that time. Evidence now points to Grasty as a 
murder suspect. 

At a press conference today. Detective Lieutenant Chris Frazier said that Grasty 
should be considered dangerous. Grasty is believed to be homeless somewhere 
in the Detroit area. Details as to motive or how long between the murder and the 
discovery of the body were not given. 

Tips can be called in to the Port Huron Police Department’s CAPTURE line at 
810.987.6688 or at porthuronpolice.org. There is a $1000 reward for information 
leading to the arrest of Reginald Cu-Nu Grasty.  

 

 F. Small Business Support 

 
The business community struggled to adjust their business practices in response 
to emergency orders and regulations established by state and local officials. We 
participated in an advertising campaign to promote safe shopping and dining in 
local establishments. The campaign was sponsored by our local Economic 
Development Agency and Community Mental Health organization. It consisted of 
news stories, PSAs, and paid advertisements. We supported these efforts 
through social media posts of our on-air personalities patronizing local 
businesses wearing a mask and highlighting businesses in our community.  

Any information we received on grant programs for local businesses was shared 
on our news and social media pages.  
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In response to this issue, we started a new podcast in partnership with the St. 
Clair County Economic Development Alliance. It features information on local 
economic development issues and airs every other week: 

● https://wgrt.com/business-beat-12-22-2020/ 
● Business Beat 12.08.2020 
● Business Beat 11.24.2020 
● Business Beat 11.10.2020 
● Business Beat 10.27.2020 
● Business Beat 10.13.2020 

NEWS 

October, 5 2020 - Michigan Small Business Restart Grant Helps Over 11,300 
Small Businesses 

The Michigan Economic Development Corporation announced $69 million in 
grant awards to small businesses last week. The Michigan Small Business 
Restart Grant Program provided grants of up to $20,000 to more than 11,300 
small businesses and nonprofits. 

The grants will provide relief for small businesses that have been negatively 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. Governor Whitmer said this grant program 
put federal funding to work for small businesses and will "create a strong 
foundation for Michigan's long-term economic recovery." 

The program allocated $100 million of federal CARES Act funding to provide 
support to Michigan’s small businesses and nonprofits that have experienced a 
loss of income as a result of the COVID-19 crisis. The funding was distributed 
across 15 local or nonprofit economic development organizations (EDOs) 
covering all 83 Michigan counties. 

Locally, funds were granted through the Flint & Genesee Chamber EDO, and 
awards ranged from $5,000 - $20,000. At least 72,950 jobs have been retained 
for Michigan workers through these initial grant awards. 
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October 15, 2020 - Local Farms and Processors Get State Safety Grants 

Michigan Agricultural Safety Grants have been awarded to seven St. Clair 
County businesses. The local farms and processors are among the 460 
businesses statewide that received over $15 million. 

The money is an allocation from the federal CARES Act and is to be used for 
COVID-19 testing costs, personal protection equipment, facility needs, and other 
expenses incurred to mitigate infection risks.  

Awards of $1000-$5000 were given to Dancing Meadows Homestead in 
Cottrellville Township, Fawn Hill Farm in Clyde Township, and Mark Heidt in 
Brockway Township.  

Grants between $12,000 and $50,000 were awarded to Berville Farms and Mike 
Pirrone Produce in Capac, C. Roy Inc. in Yale, McCallum’s Orchard in Jeddo, 
and Marysville Ethanol.  

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development reports that 
food and agriculture contribute $104.7 billion annually to Michigan’s economy 
and represent 805,000 jobs statewide.  

 

October 16, 2020 - MIOSHA Clarifies Rules for Employers 

The Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA) issued 
emergency rules on Wednesday to clarify workplace safety requirements for 
employers. 

MIOSHA’s Emergency Rules implement workplace safeguards for all Michigan 
businesses and specific requirements for industries, including manufacturing, 
construction, retail, health care, exercise facilities, restaurants and bars. 

The rules will be in effect for the next six months for the purpose of helping 
employers, "control, prevent, and mitigate the spread of coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19) among employees". 

According to the ruling, employers must maintain a record of employee training 
on COVID-19 protocols, the daily screening protocols for each employee or 
visitor entering the workplace, and a record of required notifications if they 
provide in-home services. They must also maintain and keep the records for 1 
year. 
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A full document of the ruling is available <HERE>. 

 

November 13, 2020 - Local Businesses Benefit from Small Business Restart 
Program 

Many small businesses in St. Clair County have gotten a share of $100 million in 
relief money through the Michigan Small Business Restart Grant program. 

The grants were chosen by local Economic Development Organizations. In the 
Blue Water Region, it was the Flint and Genesee Chamber. Grants topped out at 
$20,000, with most businesses getting at least $5000. The program is funded 
with CARES Act money. 

At least 30% of the recipients were required to be women-owned, 
minority-owned, or veteran-owned. Michigan’s allocations exceeded the 
requirement. The grants are estimated to have retained at least 97,000 jobs. 

Michigan Economic Development Corporation CEO Mark A. Burton praised the 
payouts, saying, “The Michigan Small Business Restart Program has provided 
significant support to small businesses and nonprofits helping to get them 
through this critical time and on the path to economic recovery. We are thankful 
for the efforts of our economic development partners, who worked to deliver 
these vital financial resources within their regions and create a path toward 
economic recovery for small businesses throughout Michigan.”  

 

December 23, 2020 - Money on the Way for Struggling Individuals and 
Businesses 

Another round of government assistance is on the way for struggling Michigan 
families, and it is coming from a few different places. The Michigan Legislature, 
the U.S. Congress, and the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
have finalized plans for government assistance. 

MDHHS is extending food assistance benefits for December. Additional money 
will be loaded on to bridge cards for about half of Michigan’s 1.2 million 
recipients, bringing all users up to the maximum monthly amount, with the final 
amount depending on family size. The money is expected to be loaded onto the 
cards by December 30th. 

The state legislature passed a stimulus bill which includes $55 million to help 
small businesses. It includes $3.5 million for grants to music and entertainment 
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venues, which have been largely shuttered since March. $45 million is allocated 
for direct payments to laid off workers, with a direct focus on restaurant and 
hospitality workers. 

The U.S. Congress passed a $900 billion stimulus package which includes a 
$600 direct payment to most Americans and increased unemployment benefits. 
Both the state and federal bills fund vaccine distribution as well.  

 

 G. 2020 Election 

Because of the cancellation of in-person campaign events, we created a 2020 
Electionpage on our website and featured interviews, submitted bios, and links to 
politician’s websites to help inform our listeners about the election. All political interviews 
and information can be found here: https://wgrt.com/category/2020-election/ 
 
We aired and posted several PSAs and News stories with voter information and local 
results. 

 
News Stories: 

 
October 13, 2020 - Absentee Voters Can Change Their Minds 

Absentee voters who just can’t make up their minds until the last minute, or who 
change their minds, or who lose or damage their ballots have options. The legal 
term is “ballot spoiling”. According to the office of Secretary of State Jocelyn 
Benson, voters need to submit a written request to their city or township clerk if 
they need to “spoil” their ballot. They must sign the request and let the clerk know 
if they would like a new one mailed to them or if they will pick it up in person. 

Voters can’t really wait until the very last minute, as they need to have their 
request in to the clerk by 5:00 p.m. on the Friday before the election, so October 
30th this year. They can take care of the whole transaction in person at the 
clerk’s office on the day before the election. An absentee ballot that has been 
returned to the clerk may be spoiled in person until 10:00 a.m. on the Monday 
before the election, and until 4:00 p.m. on that day if the ballot has not yet been 
returned to the clerk. 

Additionally, if a voter loses or destroys their ballot, or never got around to turning 
in their absentee ballot, they can vote at the polls. They will need to sign an 
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affidavit and vote in person. But, if your ballot is already turned in and you 
change your mind on election day, it’s too late. 

 

October 20, 2020 - Voting Resources Available for Service Members 

Military service members have an added resource to help them get their votes 
counted in the 2020 election. The Michigan Department of State's (MDOS) first 
Military Voting Engagement Toolkit was just launched with the goal of helping 
members of the armed services participate in the election. 

The toolkit outlines the Federal Post Card Application process which allows 
service members to register to vote and request an absentee ballot. It also 
explains the Federal Write-In Absentee Ballot (FWAB) option that is available to 
Michigan military service members for the first time. The FWAB option is an 
emergency backup ballot for those who don't receive their absentee ballots from 
their home state in time to return them by the deadline. 

The FWAB is available for download on the Department of Defense's website 
which provides resources for military members, their families, and overseas 
citizens who need to vote absentee. It includes a link to print a postage free 
envelope. 

Despite these added resources, voting can be difficult for service members who 
are overseas or involved in training exercises that keep them away from 
resources such as internet access, computers, and printers. 

 

October 22, 2020 - Hand Deliver Absentee Ballots to Avoid Postal Delays 

With less than two weeks left before the election, officials are recommending 
absentee voters hand deliver their ballots to their local clerk's office instead of 
relying on the postal system. 

Michigan Secretary of State Jocelyn Benson said, "Only the absentee ballots 
received by 8 p.m. on November 3 can be counted, and voters should not risk 
possible postal delays this close to the deadline." 

Registered voters can still request absentee ballots until November 2nd at their 
local clerk's office, and eligible citizens can register to vote at the clerk's office 
until November 3rd. 

As of October 19th, more than 1.5 million Michigan citizens had already cast their 
absentee ballots. Benson also issued a reminder that polling places will be 
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prepared with personal protective equipment on election day to ensure safe 
voting. She also issued a directive on October 16th clarifying that the open carry 
of firearms is not permitted in or within 100 feet of voting locations on Election 
Day. 

 

November 2, 2020 - Voter Information For Final Days of 2020 Election 

In the final days that voters can cast ballots in the presidential election, here are 
the critical pieces of information voters need to know. 

Michigan.gov/Vote: Michiganders can check their registration, find their local 
clerk offices, drop boxes and polling place, and track their absentee ballot at the 
state’s official website. 

Registration through Election Day: Eligible citizens can register to vote and then 
vote an absentee ballot in one trip to their city or township clerk’s office now 
through Election Day, Nov. 3. As long as they are in line by 8 p.m. on Election 
Day they must be allowed to register and vote. To register within 14 days of the 
election, a voter must bring a document verifying residency, like a utility bill, 
school ID or government mail with their address (digital copies are acceptable). 

Early Voting by Absentee Ballot at City or Township Clerk’s Office: City and 
township clerk offices are required to be open at least eight hours this weekend, 
and will be open Monday as well. Registered voters can request and submit 
absentee ballots in one trip. The deadline is 4 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 2. 

Return Absentee Ballots ASAP: Voters who have an absentee ballot already 
should fill it out, sign the back of the envelope and hand-deliver it to their city or 
township clerk’s office or drop box as soon as possible, and no later than 8 p.m. 
on Nov. 3. Voters must bring their ballot to a drop box in their jurisdiction. 

Track Absentee Ballots: Voters can track their absentee ballot to determine when 
it was sent to them and, after they’ve submitted it, if it was received at 
Michigan.gov/Vote. 

Missing Absentee Ballot: If a voter requested an absentee ballot and it never 
arrived or they lost it, they should go to their clerk’s office immediately to request 
and submit one in person. If they cannot do so due to health reasons, they 
should contact their clerk immediately. 

Requested Absentee but Want to Vote at Polls: If a voter requested and received 
an absentee ballot but decided they would prefer to vote at their polling place, 
they should bring the absentee ballot with them to the polls. Once there, they can 
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surrender it for a new ballot that they will fill out and place in the tabulation 
machine. 

Submitted Absentee Ballot but Want to Change Vote: Voters who already 
submitted an absentee ballot but want to change or cancel their vote should go to 
their city or township clerk’s office as soon as possible, and no later than 10 a.m. 
on Monday, Nov. 2. On Election Day, voters who have already cast an absentee 
ballot will not be able to change or cancel it. 

Polling Places Will Be Safe, Clean and Accessible: Masks, gloves, sanitizer, and 
protocols for hygiene and social distancing have been provided to election 
jurisdictions statewide. Election workers are required to wear masks and voters 
are strongly encouraged to do so. All polling places must have Voter Assist 
Terminals for any voter who wants to use one. 

Voter Intimidation is Illegal: Anyone who experiences or witnesses voter 
intimidation, harassment or coercion of any kind should report it immediately to 
an election worker or their election clerk’s office. Intimidating a voter with a 
firearm or any other weapon or menacing behavior is a felony under existing law 
enforceable by local law enforcement. 

All Valid Absentee Ballots Will Be Counted Fairly: To be valid, absentee ballots 
must be received by the voter’s city or township clerk by 8 p.m. on Election Day 
on Nov. 3, and have a signature that matches the one on the voter’s file with the 
clerk. Absentee ballots are counted by pairs of election workers – one from each 
major political party – to ensure they are counted without political bias and in 
accordance with the law. 

Complete Election Results Won’t Come Tuesday: Absentee ballots take longer to 
process and count than ballots cast at polling places. And unlike other states, 
Michigan law provides very limited ability for clerks to prepare them ahead of 
Election Day. Because of this, and the significant increase in voters casting 
absentee ballots, it could take until Friday, Nov. 6, for all ballots to be counted. 
Depending on how close the races are, this likely means that outcomes will not 
be determined on Tuesday. 

 

November 4, 2020 - Local Election Results - November 2020 

St. Clair County unofficial election results as of 6:00 AM: 

To see updated election results from St. Clair County visit the County Clerk's 
office <HERE> 
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St. Clair County: 

State Representative 83rd District: Andrew Beeler 

Prosecutor: Michael Wendling 

Sheriff: Mathew King 

Clerk: Jay DeBoyer 

Treasurer: Kelly Roberts-Burnett 

Drain Commissioner: Robert Wiley 

Commissioner 3rd District: Lisa Beedon 

Judge of Court of Appeals District 4: Michael Kelly 

Judge of 31st Circuit Court: Daniel Damman 

Judge of Probate Court: Elwood Brown 

Judge of 72nd District Court: Mona Armstrong 

SC4 Trustee: John Lusk, Nicholas DeGrazia 

City of Port Huron Mayor: Pauline Repp 

Port Huron City Council: Sherry Archibald, Bob Mosurak, Teri Lamb, 4th is too 
close to call 

PHASD School Board: Ann Murphy, Jessica Totty, Frank Partipilo 

Port Huron City Proposal: Marihuana ordinance - Yes 

For election results in other Michigan counties, visit <HERE> . 

 

 H. Diversity and Inclusion 

We chose to address this issue through a new podcast featuring A.J. Jones, a local 
speaker who is well respected in our community. The podcast, ONE NATION United 
features common sense solutions to the racial and ethnic issues that can divide us, 
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while sharing insights that help explore our own cultural backgrounds. It airs on a 
regular basis. 
 

● Respect Can Be Head Spinning 
● I Am a Berliner, Well Not Exactly 
● The Game of Privilege 
● A Hop, Skip and a Jump to Racism 
● May the Force Be With Us and Our Prejudices 
● When Good Men (and Women) Do Nothing 
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