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COMMUNITY /HUMAN INTEREST

Morning Buzz: Find Your Waco Life Fair
Oct. 23, 6am, Live-Interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (3-minutes)
This morning on the buzz, we spoke to Jennifer Branch with the greater Waco Chamber 
and Lexy Bishop who are spear heading the Find Your Waco Life Fair event. The event 
is a great opportunity for people of all ages and backgrounds to come and connect with 
businesses all across the community. The event will be from 1:00 p.m. to 4 p.m. on Oct. 
26 at the Waco Convention Center Freedom Fountain. The event is free to the public.

Morning Buzz: Unplugged Retreat
Oct. 29, 6am, Live-Interview, Taina Maya & Pete Sousa (4-minutes)
his morning on the buzz, we spoke to Talk More Tech Less about the Unplugged 
Retreat they are hosting. The event is for anyone who is looking for a day of self-care 
and wanting to unplug from our busy their busy lives. You can expect to see some of 
Waco’s best local businesses and leaders. The Unplugged Retreat will from 10 a.m. - 9 
p.m. on Nov. 10.

Morning Buzz: University HS students collecting Christmas gift of WISD students
Nov. 19, 6am, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (3-minutes)
Two students from University High School stopped by the Buzz and talked to Pete 
Sousa about their Christmas gift collections.

2018 Food For Families sets record filling empty pantry shelves
Nov. 16, 6am, 12pm, 5pm, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Plus live-cut-ins, All KWTX News Staff 
(3-4 hours)
Thank you Central Texas for making Food for Families 2018 the most successful in the 
event's 29-year history. You gave generously to nearly 20 food pantries in 9 counties, 
an estimated total of 2,069,768 pounds of food, breaking last year's record by more than 
70,000 pounds. KWTX could not make this project a reality without the volunteers at our 
Central Texas food banks, multiple businesses like H-E-B, numerous service 
organizations like the Boy Scouts of America and the Masons, numerous schools and 
student organizations, and the hundreds of volunteers who sort the donations and see 
that they are safely delivered to our pantries.

Morning Buzz: The Perfect Gift
Nov. 20, 6am, Live-interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (3-minutes)



Brian Bauer from Waco Custom Meats and Seafood stopped by the Buzz and talked 
about the perfect gift to give this holiday season.

Morning Buzz: Fishing Tournament
Nov. 29, 6am, Live-interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (3-minutes)
Two members from Fish on Texas stopped by the Buzz and talked to us about a fishing 
competition happening in Waco. It's an opportunity for people to have a good time and 
reel in toys for Toys for Tots. When: Nov. 1 Where: Twin Bridges Park Adults: $10 and a 
toy donation. 16 years old and under: $5 and a toy donation. Park entry is free For more 
info visit: Fish On Texas on Facebook.

George H.W. Bush Funeral Coverage
Dec. 4, 9am-1pm, LIVE Continuing coverage (4-hours, plus regular newscasts)
KWTX provided extensive coverage of the funeral services for Former President 
George H.W. Bush is Washington D.C. KWTX was the only station in the Waco region 
of the television market to send a local crew to Washington. Our wall-to-wall coverage 
continued from the start of the funeral services at the National cathedral through the 
arrival of the procession in Houston, Texas, where we had another local KWTX crew 
stationed to provide coverage. We worked closely with our sister station, KBTX, to bring 
this special coverage to our viewers on-air and on digital.

George H.W. Bush Funeral Coverage
Dec. 5, 9:30am-4:30pm, LIVE Continuing coverage (6-hours, plus regular newscasts)
KWTX provided extensive coverage of the funeral services for Former President 
George H.W. Bush in Houston. KWTX was the only station in the Waco region of the 
television market to send a local crew to Houston. Our wall-to-wall coverage continued 
from the start of the funeral services in Houston through the arrival of the procession in 
College Station, Texas, where we had another local KWTX crew stationed to provide 
coverage. We worked closely with our sister station, KBTX, to bring this special 
coverage to our viewers on-air and on digital.

Morning Buzz: Adoption and Foster Care
Dec. 13, 6am, Live-Interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (3-minutes)
Becky Queen from Lonestar Social Services stopped by the Buzz to tell us more about 
foster care in Central Texas and how you can help.

Input sought from local residents on flood warning systems
Dec.17, 5am-7am, Live-VOSOTS, Chelsea Edwards (5-minutes) 
Central Texas is no stranger to flash flooding from heavy rains that can threaten lives 
and property. Residents are being asked to share their experiences to help update 
warning systems that can help warn of impending danger at a meeting at 6 p.m. 
Monday at the Killeen Civic and Conference Center at 3601 South W. S. Young Dr. The 
Central Texas Council of Governments received a grant to develop an early warning 
system and local flood response plan for Nolan Creek. The covered areas include 
Belton, Harker Heights, Killeen, Nolanville, Brazos River Authority, Bell County Water 
Control & Improvement District (WCID) #6 and TWDB. The study began in February 



2017, but a meeting has recently been scheduled to get feedback from residents on the 
study’s progress. Input will also be used to help update warning services like the Code 
Red emergency system.

Morning Buzz: Feast in the East 
Dec. 19, 6am, Live-Interview, Taina Maya (3-minutes)
This morning on the Buzz, founders for Feast in the East stopped by to tell us more 
about the 3rd Annual Feast happening in Waco. A group of volunteers will be providing 
over 1,000 hot meals along with seasonal gifts such as coats, hats, gloves and blankets 
to those in need. Donations will be used to serve those in need. When: Dec. 20 Where: 
City of Waco Multi-Purpose Facility Time: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m. 

GOVERNMENT/POLITICS

Texas Tribune-live interview
Oct. 4, 6a, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:30)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about the US Senate race in Texas between 
Beto O’Rourke and Ted Cruz. The race is one of the hottest in the country. The two also 
discussed the senator and candidate’s views on the controversy over the nomination of 
Brent Kavanaugh to the US Supreme Court.

Bell County: New voting system rolled out for November election
Oct. 9, 5a-7a, Live-VOSOTS, Chelsea Edwards (4-minutes) 
Bell County is rolling out a new voting system for the November election. The new 
machines represent a $1.4 million upgrade from the 14-year old equipment that was 
previously used. “When we would get ready setting up for the elections and go through 
the testing phase, there would always be a handful of machines that one thing or 
another may break,” says Elections Administrator Melinda Luedecke. To remedy the 
problem, the commissioner’s court approved the purchase of 250 new Express Vote 
machines along with 100 new DS-200 tabulating machines over the summer. Luedecke 
says although this is new technology, the standard rules of election security still apply. 
Bell county voters will still have the option of using a paper ballot in November. 
However, election officials hope to eventually do away with them to reduce tens of 
thousands of dollars in supply costs.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Oct. 18, 6a, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:30)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about the US Senate race in Texas between 
Beto O’Rourke and Ted Cruz. Since we last spoke to you, Ted Cruz and Beto O'Rourke 
have debated for the second and likely last time. Texas voters saw a distinct change in 
tone from the El Paso Congressman. And, in fact, Wednesday morning, O'Rourke's 
campaign took his attacks to the airwaves, running ads in markets across the state. 
How do these spots differ from the ones Cruz has been running against O'Rourke? 
VOTER REGISTRATION. Many Texans are wondering why they're not able to confirm 



that they're registered to vote. Why can't they? NEW ON THE TRIB. Following 
O'Rourke's appearance tonight in a CNN town hall in McAllen. Finally, we discussed, 
Pres. Trump's rally for Cruz Monday in Houston where Abbott and Dan Patrick are set 
to speak.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Oct. 25, 6a, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:30)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about the US Senate race in Texas between 
Beto O’Rourke and Ted Cruz. As we get closer to Election Day, polls have Ted Cruz 
pulling slightly ahead of Beto O’Rourke. However, the race is still considered too close 
to call and has the eyes of the entire nation. Alana talked about what a democrat win 
could do for the state of Texas which has longtime been in the control of republicans.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Nov. 1, 6am, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (3-minutes)
On the eve of the midterm elections, we discussed with Alana from the Texas Tribune 
the U.S. Senate race in Texas. We also discussed record voter turnout that was to be 
expected at the polls on Tuesday and why.

Midterm Election Day/Night coverage on KWTX and KWTX.Com
Nov. 6, 6am, 12pm, 5pm, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Live reports, all staff members (3-hours)
KWTX staffed all of the big midterm races in Texas. We had live crews embedded in the 
camps of both UI.S. Senate Candidates (Beto and Cruz) as well as, Representative 
(Hegar & Carter) and several state office/representative and local races. We provided 
live updates through cut-ins throughout the evening and the results were the focus of 
both our 9pm and 10 pm newscasts. We also had a political analyst on live during our 
9pm and 10pm to provided perspective on the races and the outcomes we were seeing. 
Coverage last into the early morning hours.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Nov. 8., 6am, live-interview, Pete Sousa (3-minutes)
Political reporter Alana Rocha from the Texas Tribune joined us in the wake of the 
midterm elections to discuss results, and what these results mean for the general 
election two years from now. Texas, a long-time republican state, remained in the 
control of republicans, but the democrats had a strong showing that could pave the way 
for possible changes we might see in 2020.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Dec. 13, 6a, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:30)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about end of the year state issues and what 
to expect in the upcoming 2019 Texas legislative session.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Dec. 20, 6:30a, Live-interview, Taina Maya (3-minutes)



Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Taina talked with Alana about a Texas judge declaring Obamacare 
unconstitutional in the state, and the fallout as a result, with the deadline for the 
healthcare program looming. The two also discussed topics likely to be covered in the 
upcoming Texas state legislative session in Austin in early 2019.

EDUCATION

Moody: School district adds Wi-Fi to buses 
Oct. 23, 6am. Live-VOSOTS, 6pm PKG, Chelsea Edwards (3-minutes)
The Moody ISD is adding Wi-Fi to its school buses to ensure students without home 
internet access don’t fall behind. According to the mobile technology company Kajeet, 
seven out of 10 teachers send home assignments that require internet access, which is 
why the district is providing wireless internet access on its buses. Wi-Fi routers and the 
first year of service are being paid for through a homework gap grant. The new devices 
are meant to increase internet access for students in low-income and rural areas.

CRIME & SAFETY

WEATHER AWARENESS

Weather Service: Central Texas storm produced two tornadoes
Oct. 10. 5a, 6a, 12p, 5p, 6p, 9p & 10p, Live weather cut-ins, Live-reports, Live-
VOSOTS, Live-PKGS, KWTX News Crew, (30-minutes)
The powerful storm that rumbled through Central Texas Tuesday produced two 
tornadoes rather than one, the National Weather Service said Thursday. The two EF-0 
tornadoes touched down Tuesday northwest of Crawford. The short-lived tornadoes 
caused only minor tree damage along Highway 317. Neither was on the ground for long. 
Students at both Crawford schools were moved from classrooms into hallways for about 
45 minutes after the tornado warning was issued.

Freeze warning issued as Central Texas temperatures fall
Nov. 12, 5am-7am, Live weather reports, Sean Bellafiore (3-minutes +)
A freeze warning is in effect overnight in Central Texas as temperatures are expected to 
fall into the upper 20s with wind chill readings as low as 18. The cold snap will continue 
until the middle of the week. The Salvation Army at 419 West Avenue G in Temple is 
opening a warming station at 6 p.m. Monday. Overnight it will be mostly cloudy with 
north winds of 15 to 20 miles per hour. Temperatures will rise only into the lower 40s 
Tuesday. Tuesday night will be mostly clear with lows in the upper 20s. Temperatures 
will rise into the upper 40s on Wednesday under a sunny sky before dropping into the 
lower 30s overnight.

After string of local fires, officials wonder if arsonist is at work 
Dec. 18, 5am-7am & 6pm, Live-VOSOTS, PKG, Chelsea Edwards (5-minutes)
A string of suspicious fires in Nolanville and Belton has some wondering if an arsonist is 
on the loose.In the span of two weeks in October, the Central Bell Fire and Rescue 

https://www.kwtx.com/content/news/Freeze-warning-issued-as-Central-Texas-temperatures-fall-500303141.html


Team responded to three fires in Nolanville and one in Belton. No injuries were reported 
in any of the incidents, which involved two homes at 5300 Block of Dogridge Road and 
200 Block of West St John Avenue, a church, and a storage facility stocked with school 
furniture in the 13600 Block of FM 439. Within hours of putting out the flames, officials 
determined three of those fires were arson. Bell County Fire Marshall Steven Casey has 
spent more than a month reviewing the cases.

CONSUMER & HEALTH

Restaurant Report Card, Thursday 10/6/18
Oct. 6, 6am, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30)
Happy Harvest is a local farm-to-table establishment. They recently made an 82 when 
health inspectors came in. Food didn't have a date, there were no visible sanitizer 
buckets in the food prep area and the food manager had no documentation that she 
was in fact the food manger on site. They went back a week later and the Happy 
Harvest scored a 97. El Conquistador in Waco also makes a ‘B’ with a score of 88. Two 
food managers and an employee had expired food cards from 2016 and 2017. They 
said they took the course but never got the cards. The inspector found food without a 
name or date in the cooler, but she couldn't find a hand washing sign at the kitchen sink. 
All violations were corrected 12 days later. Jack and Jill donuts on Sparta road in Belton 
makes a 90. The inspector found open bags of flour sitting on the floor, which makes 
the flour susceptible to contamination. Also the mixer wasn't cleaned prior to the baker 
leaving, which was a repeat violation for them. The Clean Plate Award goes to Pablos 
Tex Mex Restaurant on East 6th Street in Belton. 

Restaurant Report Card, Friday 10/12/18
Oct. 12, 6am, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30)
The Domino’s Pizza in Harker Heights made an 88 on their most recent inspection. Five 
pounds of chicken, a pound and a half of cheese and a pound of sliced beef were 
thrown away because they were temping warm. The manager discovered the unit was 
unplugged and nothing was safe to eat inside of it. Almost half of their employees did 
not have food certification cards. They will have a follow up this week Cici's Pizza in 
Waco is the lowest score of the week with a 77. The salad bar was the main issue 
because it wasn't keeping anything cold, forcing the restaurant to throw out salad mix, 
olives, tomatoes and beets. The floor was visibly dirty and one employee went from 
being on their phone to making pizzas without washing their hands. The restaurant had 
two re inspections and scored a 95, the salad bar was having problems at last check. 
Pizza Pro in Mart didn't have as many food issues as they did equipment problems. For 
example, the pizza oven was having problems ventilating, so the owner wrapped a tarp 
around it and then put fans underneath to help the airflow, but it actually could cause 
contamination problems not to mention the fire hazard. The inspector also noticed a lot 
of duct tape being used, like on the ice machine and the side of the cooler. They were 
re-inspected in 24 hours and had corrected all of the major issues. This week's Clean 
Plate award goes to Fat Boy Pizza truck. They are known for their crazy toppings like 
their legendary Baked Potato Pizza. Follow them on Facebook to see where they are g 
up next. 



Restaurant Report Card, Friday 10/19/18
Oct. 19, 6am, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30)
Yank Sing on Southwest H.K. Dodgen Loop in Temple got a 93. They've made several 
appearances on the report card. This time five pounds of beef was thrown away after an 
inspector saw 2 flies on an uncovered bowl in the wok area. Since they took immediate 
action no follow up was required. Teal's Ribs and Soul food is new to Franklin Ave. in 
Waco, but the health department is no stranger. Since September they've been working 
to have the proper paperwork and permits. During one of the walk-throughs,  the 
inspector found maggots in a pot in the kitchen and more in the walk in freezer. They 
had other small violations like no bleach testing strips but they finally made an 89 and 
were allowed to open. Double D Cafe on East Veterans Memorial BLVD made an 88 on 
their most recent inspection. The inspector opened the ice machine, and found more 
than frozen water, employees were storing water, juice and half in half in there. A big 
no-no. They also lost points because their dish washer wasn't properly sanitizing, and 
their freezer was dirty. This week's Clean Plate award goes to Red Robin in Killeen. You 
can find anything from eggs to pineapple on their burgers, and Don't forget to sign up for 
their loyalty program for freebies. 

Morning Buzz: Living with Diabetes
Oct. 26, 6am, Live-Interview, Pete Sousa (3-minutes)
This morning on the buzz, we spoke to Legendary singer Patti LaBelle and nutritionist 
Liz Ward about ways to live with diabetes. Patti shared lifestyle tips and easy recipes 
that are friendly for those fighting the disease.

Restaurant Report Card for Week of October 25 
Oct. 26, 6am, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30) 
Mandarin Express inside the Richland Mall Food court in Waco is the lowest score of 
the week with a 68. The inspector pulled out a black chunk from the rice, and 
discovered the clump was being held together by mold. They were storing utensils in a 
sanitizer bucket. There was no date or name on food in the walk in fridge and several 
items were covered with plastic wrap, which is a violation due to the risk of botulism. 
They were inspected a few days later and had corrected all violations. Cafe Cappuccino 
on Richland drive in Waco scores an 89 this month. The inspector found mold lines in 
the corners and in the cracks of the ice machine. The ceiling was also leaking during the 
visit, but the manager was quick to call a repair man out and that same manager 
labeled a purple liquid that inside a bottle. They corrected all the issues. Now to a few 
follow-ups. Inspectors went back to Yank Sing in Temple and said the flies were gone 
and all other violations were corrected. They also circled back around with the Dominos 
in Harker Heights, which was using a cooler that wasn't plugged in. Now it’s fixed, but 
they didn't have a thermometer in the cooler and scored a 98. This week's Clean Plate 
award goes to the Backyard Bar Stage and Grill on South 8th Street in Waco. They 
specialize in live music but don't shy away from ordering a slider while you're there. 

Restaurant Report Card for week of November 9, 2018
Nov. 9, 6am, PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
Chopsticks #5 on Wooded Acres in Waco makes an 86. The inspector found a can of 



raid in the kitchen and food sitting on the floor of the walk-in freezer. The floor under the 
soda fountain was filthy and the inspector told the manager that if the violations weren't 
corrected that would be charged a fee of $85.00. They were re-inspected and made a 
99. In Killeen, Fernanda's Mexican restaurant made a 97. They lost one point after the 
inspector found rodent droppings in the kitchen and another for having dirty racks in the 
cooler. They also had to get a repairman to fix their walk-in cooler fan. The lowest score 
of the week is in Hewitt. The fairly new Mexicano Grille fails with a 65. Beef fajitas, 
guacamole, cheese, ham, and eggs were not temping properly. Shrimp was thawing in 
large pots in standing water and there was a brown slimy substance inside the ice 
machine. They also had a mint plant on a shelf above barbecue sauce with the lid open, 
exposed to dirt and leaves, and finally, they didn't have certified manager on duty.

Morning Buzz: Giving Tuesday
Nov. 27, 6am, Live-Interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya
This morning on the Buzz, two non-profit champions stopped by to share with us why 
it's important to give to others. Nikki Rhea from the Association of Fundraising 
Professionals and Michelle Johnson from the Wacoan join us on set live to talk about 
“Giving Tuesday’ and the importance of supporting charity causes throughout the year, 
as well as, giving securely.

Restaurant Report Card for week of November 29 
Nov. 30, 6am, PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
The lowest score of the week is from Bella Luna Italian Bistro with a 77. It’s located 
where the old Chili's used to be on Bosque Boulevard in Waco. In the cooler inspectors 
found a bloody steak on the shelf above ready to eat foods and raw chicken on the shelf 
above lemons. There were also spider webs and dust at the bottom of the shelf holding 
the clean dishes and mold in the soda fountain nozzles. Cooks were seen using the top 
of a rusted can on the stove to warm up food but immediately stopped when told it was 
out of code. Two days later when inspectors returned they got a 98. Viewers asked us 
to look into the Great American Cookie Company at the Killeen Mall. A complaint 
alleged the establishment had roaches and expired seasoning was being used. Several 
pictures were sent to the health department for inspectors. They showed a roach on a 
raw cookie cake and another one on the edge of the sink. When inspectors went to 
check things out they said there was no evidence of roaches at the establishment. On 
the allegation of expired pretzel seasonings being used from 2017, the health 
department said it’s more of a quality issue not a food safety issue. The owner elected 
to throw all 3 bags out to be on the safe side. Since this was a complaint, there was no 
formal inspection. This week's Clean Plate award goes to Pie Peddlers in Waco. 

Morning Buzz
Dec. 7, 6am, Live-Interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (3-minutes)
Austin Meek with Waco Business News stopped by the Buzz to tell us more about his 
growth predictions for Waco in 2019. Topics included the opening of up to three more 
hotels in the Waco area as well as how upcoming construction in 2019 on Interstate 35 
could/will affect access to downtown and area businesses.



AT&T outages causing headaches in one area county 
Dec. 13, 5-7am, 6pm, Live-VOSOTS, PKG, Chelsea Edwards (5-minutes)
Residents in one Central Texas county have taken an unwanted trip back in time after 
more than a week of cell service outages in the area. Glen Cavett runs Nita & Glen's 
Barbecue restaurant in Hamilton with his wife. He relies on their cell phones for internet, 
call-in orders and credit card payments. After suddenly losing cell service last Tuesday, 
he said he called AT&T and was told the towers were down and the area was being 
upgraded to 5G service. Other customers posted online that they were having similar 
problems and were told service wouldn't be restored in parts of Hamilton County until 
Dec. 31.

Restaurant Report Card for week of December 13
Dec. 14, 6am, PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
Chopsticks in Robinson was trying to renew their health permit last month when they 
scored an 85. Containers were left open in the fridge and some didn't even have labels 
on them, but that wasn't all. Dry ingredients and chemicals were also unlabeled. A wire 
colander on the shelf still had food residue on it from the last time it was used. The soda 
nozzles were full of buildup and cough medicine was sitting above food. A few days 
later they were re-inspected and got the “OK” to renew their permit. Hooters in Killeen 
got a 92 recently. They had several repeat violations including dirty cutting boards, food 
and oil residue under the fryer and filthy trash cans. The inspector says they need to 
deep clean in the kitchen as several areas were noted as being dirty, including the soda 
machine, mop area, and walk-in freezer. They will have a follow up inspection and we'll 
keep you posted on the new grade. There was food on the floor of the fridge and freezer 
at La Mexicana Meat Market on Richland drive in Waco. They walk away with an 88. 
The inspector says the walk-in meat fridge smelled like trash. Another meat fridge 
wasn't working, but the manager had already called a repair man to fix it. They were 
also missing several thermometers throughout the whole place. Within 5 days all the 
violations had been corrected. This week's Clean Plate award goes to Petty's BBQ in 
Killeen.

KWTX NEWS 10 AT NOON
KWTX NEWS TEN AT 5PM
KWTX NEWS TEN AT 6PM
KWTX NEWS TEAN AT 10PM

COMMUNITY /HUMAN INTEREST

Residents opposed to Axtell landfill appeal to fair-goers
Oct. 11, 9pm & 10pm, Live-PKG, Live-VOSOT, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
The group against a potential landfill near Axtell is trying to wrangle support at the Heart 
O’ Texas Fair & Rodeo in Waco, the city that’s trying to get the dump built. In a unique 
way to build opposition, residents against the Axtell landfill have purchased a booth in 
the exhibits hall to appeal to fair-goers. “We’re trying to help people support our protest 
against the landfill that Waco’s trying to put in Axtell,” said Axtell resident Tom Guest. 
“We want people to know what the City of Waco is doing because if they can do it to us, 



then what's to say that they can't do it to someone else in the county?” Guest, who was 
running the booth Wednesday afternoon, said their group feels there’s been a lack of 
transparency and their concerns have been falling on deaf ears, thus far. "I’m not saying 
we’re going to win, I’m not saying we’re going to lose, but I’m saying if you’re going to 
have transparency, then you’re going to listen,” said Guest. “You may not agree with 
what we're saying, we may not agree with what you're saying, but there's going to be 
dialogue and then after the dialogue the decisions can be made, but the way this was 
set-up, the decision was (already) made.” The City of Waco’s desire to build a landfill off 
T.K. Parkway near Axtell became public in July when, despite large opposition from the 
Axtell community, council members voted in favor of the first of two land purchases, and 
subsequent permit applications, to start the process. “We’ve got bald eagles, we’ve got 
wildcats, we’ve got deer, we’ve got Indian artifacts, plus, one of the main reasons is it’s 
on the watershed for creeks, one which dumps into the Brazos River, so you have the 
ability for contamination,” said Guest. “Plus, would you want approximately 400 trucks 
per day coming past your property?” Guest says the group’s short-term goal is to get 
people to write letters to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality asking the 
agency to deny the landfill permit the city applied for in September. “As landowners they 
can sort of do what they want to, but they can’t get a landfill without the permission of 
TCEQ,” said Guest. Mayor Kyle Deaveer has said there’s only about five years left on 
the city’s current landfill on Old McGregor Rd. off Hwy 84, and without a new site, the 
city could see a dramatic increase in disposal costs over time.

Belton: Freshman student honored for helping injured man
Oct. 11, 5p & 6p, PKG & VOSOT, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
A Belton New Tech freshman was honored Thursday by the City of Temple and the 
Belton ISD for helping an injured man. Marissa Todd was walking home from school last 
month when she saw a man who had fallen in the rain outside of his home and was 
bleeding. She helped the man get up and back inside. The man ended up spending 
more than a week in the hospital. The man’s family was so grateful they let their Temple 
City Council representative, Michael Pilkington, and the Belton ISD know about 
Marissa’s selfless act. “I’m very proud that especially this young of a person would have 
stepped up and not given a thought to her own comfort,” said Pilkington. For that, 
Marissa was honored with the City of Temple’s, Good Citizen award. 

Central Texas Heroes: Cynthia Trevino
Oct. 15, 5P & 9P, PKG, Justin Earley (3-minutes)
A woman from Temple is taking on a big responsibility with great success. She's a sailor 
serving at Naval Air Station North Island in San Diego, in charge of bombs and missiles. 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Cynthia Trevino is a Navy aviation ordnance-man. That means 
she's responsible for managing, maintaining and loading bombs, missiles and ordnance 
gear. Trevino is serves at the Fleet Readiness Center Southwest, sustaining weapons 
systems and using the latest technology to maintain vital aviation equipment. And 
Trevino received a Navy Marine Corps Achievement Medal for outstanding work. 
Trevino graduated from Temple High School in 2012 and she credits her roots for her 
work ethic. Trevino said, "It’s important to always give my best no matter what and put 
in maximum effort to get the job done. My favorite about serving at Fleet Readiness 



Center Southwest is knowing that even the smallest thing we do makes an impact on 
the entire Navy."

$1.537 billion Mega Millions win just shy of record
Oct. 23, 5pm & 6pm, Live-Interviews & VOSOTS, John Carroll (3-minutes)
Lottery officials say the final numbers are in and the winning Mega Millions lottery ticket 
is just shy of the all-time world record. The winning ticket was purchased in 
Simpsonville, S.C. South Carolina lottery officials plan to identify the store where the 
winning ticket was sold once law-enforcement is in place to help handle the attention, 
around mid-day on Wednesday. The state doesn't require lottery winners to identify 
themselves. For now, lottery officials are publicly urging the winner to sign the back of 
the ticket, put it in a safe location, seek financial or legal advice from a trusted source. 
They're also urging the winner to call the Lottery. Winners have up to 180 days to come 
forward to claim their money. Tuesday’s winning numbers were 28, 70, 5, 62, 65.

Waco: Inaugural Ironman expected to pump millions into economy
Oct. 24, 5p & 6p, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, John Carroll (4-minutes) The inaugural 
Ironman 70.3 Waco Triathlon this weekend is expected to pump millions of dollars into 
the local economy. "Waco is now playing in the big leagues," said Carla Pendergraft, 
director of marketing and Tourism. Kris Collins of the Waco Chamber of Commerce 
agrees. “This just takes us to the next level so we're really excited about that." Three 
thousand athletes and thousands more family members will converge on the city for the 
race. "We think about 10,000 people will be coming into town and I think they've already 
come. There's a lot of people already in town they are riding their bikes everywhere in 
Cameron Park so we think people are already here," Pendergraft said. "We think that 
there will be about a $5 million economic impact to the community as a result of this 
initial ironman," Collins said.

Killeen: Council considers fee to pay for street repairs
Nov.7, 6pm, PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
The Killeen City Council is considering a proposal to charge home and business owners 
an additional utility fee to fund repairs for old, damaged streets. “It would be on 
residents’ utility bills (and) would be specifically designated in a separate fund for the 
sole purpose of street repair within the city,” Killeen Councilman Butch Menking said. 
The money raised through the fee would pay the cost of the contractors, personnel and 
material. “They unfortunately been underfunded for a number a years, almost ten years 
and we are at a point now that they need to be repaired” Menking said. The amount of 
the additional fee hasn’t been set. “The figures I’ve seen are $1.70 to $7 per month. We 
haven’t tweaked it down to the exact amount,” Menking said. Killeen Councilman 
Gregory Johnson, however, questions the need for the new fee. “It concerns me that 
each year the city can find millions of dollars to construct new roads, but only $330,000 
to fund repairs on current roads and infrastructure,” he said.

Woman dies after shocking prognosis, husband says
Nov. 9, 6pm, PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes + Updates the next week)
A Temple man’s desperate race to save the life of his seriously ill 26-year-old wife 



ended Saturday morning. Elijah St. John's wife, Mary, passed away Saturday morning 
surrounded by family and friends. She was taken to a Temple clinic for stomach 
problems, the diagnosis was shocking and the prognosis was grim. “Doctors did a blood 
test and found her liver was shutting down and they transferred us to the ICU at Baylor 
Scott & White in Temple,” St. John said. Diagnosed with acute liver failure, the mother 
of two was placed in a medically induced coma and underwent dialysis, but doctors told 
her husband she needed a transplant. The couple found a donor and a transplant team, 
according to a social media post, and St. John says the University of Texas Medical 
Branch in Galveston was willing to accept his wife of eight years as a patient.

Chip and Jo back to TV? Couple hopes to 'design' own cable network
Nov. 12, 10pm, PKG, Rissa Shaw (4-minutes) Exclusive interview with KWTX
Waco's most famous couple, Chip and Joanna Gaines, are on the path back to 
television...in some form or fashion...with a possible new cable network in the works. 
They made the announcement during an appearance on The Tonight Show with Jimmy 
Fallon Friday night, but clarified it later on Magnolia's Instagram page. "Chip Gaines got 
a little excited and spilled the beans on a potential project that we are working on," the 
post read. "This isn’t a done deal quite yet but we are all really excited about what we’ve 
got in mind: our own cable network!" "We want to create a space on television unlike 
anything that exists today," the post read. "A lifestyle channel aimed at inspiring and 
looking at the world in a new way." The potential network would be with Discovery.

Local 4th graders kneel in prayer after hearing highway sirens
Nov. 13, 5pm, PKG, Julie Hayes (1:30)
A picture of a local fourth grade class kneeling in prayer on the playground is making 
the rounds on the internet, but Mary Kolar, a teacher of 30 years at St. Mary’s Catholic 
School in West, says what’s being shared on the internet is something her kids do all 
the time.  “I just couldn’t believe that so many people were sharing it and the comments 
on it because it’s something that we just do. They kids are accustomed to it,” Kolar said. 
On Friday the kids knelt in prayer on the playground as first responders passed by and 
traffic began to slow on I-35 which is right next to the school in West. Kolar said she 
took the picture at first not knowing what was going on. “They said ‘we heard the sirens’ 
and so we figured something was going on so we figured we might need to pray,” Kolar 
said. Though she’s never seen it on the playground, Kolar said it’s something the kids 
do often in the classroom. “We hear sirens a lot especially if it’s raining and the fire 
station is right down from our school,” Kolar said. Kolar said she never learned what 
caused the traffic slow and sirens that caused the kids to pray but as a teacher she’s so 
proud of her students. “It makes me feel awesome,” she said.

2018 Food For Families sets record filling empty pantry shelves
Nov. 16, 6am, 12pm, 5pm, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Plus live-cut-ins, All KWTX News Staff 
(3-4 hours)
Thank you Central Texas for making Food for Families 2018 the most successful in the 
event's 29-year history. You gave generously to nearly 20 food pantries in 9 counties, 
an estimated total of 2,069,768 pounds of food, breaking last year's record by more than 
70,000 pounds. KWTX could not make this project a reality without the volunteers at our 



Central Texas food banks, multiple businesses like H-E-B, numerous service 
organizations like the Boy Scouts of America and the Masons, numerous schools and 
student organizations, and the hundreds of volunteers who sort the donations and see 
that they are safely delivered to our pantries.

Fort Hood soldiers along southern border could head home soon
Nov. 19, 5pm, 6pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS, Live-PKG, Tara Mergener exclusive “On 
the Border” reports (4-minutes)
Several hundred Fort Hood soldiers are stationed along the U.S.-Mexico border 
assisting with border protection.

Harker Heights: Motorcycle clubs provide meal to homeless teens
Nov. 19, 6pm, PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)With just days before the Thanksgiving 
holiday, two local motorcycle clubs are giving back to homeless teens across Central 
Texas. At the Central Texas Youth Services Center in Harker Heights, No Killeen and 
Unleashed Beasts provided a full meal for the teens. "Juveniles are a big thing for me 
and kids. Come to find out, there are so many homeless teens in this area that kind of 
go under the radar that deserve a hot meal as well," Amanda Bradley said. The meal 
included all of the Thanksgiving must-haves, from turkey to green beans and stuffing. 
The teens also got a chance to choose a dessert. 

Former Baylor professor pulled from fire, home for the holidays
Nov. 23, 5pm & 6pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes)
A retired Baylor University business school professor who was pulled from his burning 
home two and-a-half months ago is out of the hospital and living with family in 
Woodway. In the early morning hours of September 12th, Dr. Dale Allen was awakened 
in his home in Woodway to the sounds of fire crackling. "All I remember is passing out in 
the hall overcome by smoke and the next thing I can remember is when I woke up after 
four weeks in the hospital," Allen told KWTX Friday. Allen collapsed unconscious, 
overcome with smoke and would have died in the house fire if Woodway Police Officer 
Terry Mason had not run into the fire and pulled him out of the burning house. "That was 
quite a terrific thing he did to pull me out of there," Allen says. Allen was hospitalized in 
the intensive care unit of the Parkland Burn Center in Dallas and placed in a medically 
induced coma. He had been burned over 13 percent of his body and his lungs black 
from smoke.

Killeen: Thousands of wreaths placed on graves at veterans cemetery
Nov. 24, 6pm & 10pm, VOSOT & PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
Hundreds of Central Texans made their way to the Central Texas State Veterans 
Cemetery to lay wreaths on almost 8,000 gravesites – a tradition that’s gone on since 
2007. The Friends of the Central Texas Veterans Cemetery have taken on the task 
every year. “It’s a moment when you come back and reflect upon the things you went 
through in the military with your brothers and sisters that are no longer here. A way to 
give respect back to those individuals as well," Marvin Downs, an Army veteran, told 
News 10. The ceremony started with a message from LTG Paul Funk, the commanding 

https://www.kwtx.com/content/news/Fort-Hood-soldiers-along-southern-border-to-head-home-soon-500919901.html


general of III Corps at Fort Hood. After the message, families and volunteers took on 
the task of making sure every gravesite was decorated with a holiday wreath.

Local church holds service to remember, honor transgender lives lost to violence
Nov. 25, 10pm, VOSOT, Kesha Lopez (1-minute)
Sunday evening the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Waco held their fourth 
transgender day of remembrance. The is a day to remember and honor transgender 
people around the world whose lives have been lost to anti-transgender violence. The 
Day is in conjunction with National Transgender Day of Remembrance which it was 
started back in 1999. According to glad.org Transgender Day of Remembrance was 
started "by transgender advocate Gwendolyn Ann Smith as a vigil to honor the memory 
of Rita Hester, a transgender woman who was killed in 1998." Participants at Sunday's 
service came together to read the names of 300 transgender lives that have been lost 
since last November.

Central Texas teen cancer survivor helping others battling cancer
Nov. 25, 10pm, PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes)
A Central Texas family is giving back to other families battling childhood cancer. They 
are doing everything they can to make sure these families know there is hope. Declan 
Davenport is just like any other teenager. As a freshman in high school, the teen enjoys 
playing golf. But, life hasn't always been this easy. Years ago, Declan -- then 13 years 
old -- was fighting one of his toughest battles. "In July of 2016, I was diagnosed with 
Ewing's Sarcoma. I went through 17 rounds of high dose chemotherapy and I had 41 
rounds of radiation to my left pelvis," he said. The diagnosis that he had a form of 
pediatric cancer was something his parents never imagined. "It’s almost like I lost all 
hope. I thought I could empathize with people who have cancer or had cancer. But, I tell 
you, until it happens to you or your family, it’s just unexplainable," said Declan's father, 
William. Declan recently finished his cancer treatments at MD Anderson in Houston. To 
help other families battling childhood cancer, his family is now paying it forward. 
Through their alpaca farm, they are able to sell items such as alpaca balls -- which 
serves as a natural replacement for dryer sheets. The wool for the various products 
comes from shearing the alpacas. The family also has their studio barn, which is located 
on the farm, listed on Airbnb. Recently, the family held a painting party with the six 
alpacas on full display. All of the proceeds from the "Alpaca My Bags Artillery Creek 
Alpacas and Farm" going to help those families in Houston. ”We cater a meal for all the 
families on the floor. That’s usually 60 to 70 people," said Kati, Declan's mother. "If 
there is anything left over, we also feed the nurses and other ancillary staff such as 
housekeeping.” The Davenport family travel to Houston every 90 days for routine scans. 
Declan's journey inspiring others with a message of hope. ”There was a point where it 
seemed like we had none. The way he struggled and fought through it was quite 
inspiring to me. So, if we can be an example to other families, we are going to do it," 
William said. A sense of normalcy finally returning for the teen. "Your perception of life 
just changes. I find it hard to differentiate me before I had cancer and me after. I’ve hit 
all the milestones," Declan said. "I’m glad to say that normality was the light at the end 
of the tunnel and now I have that.”



Belton: 'Tree of Angels' ceremony honors victims of violent crimes
Nov. 26, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)  
Families and survivors who have experienced violent crimes honored the memories of 
victims in a special ceremony Monday night. In the emotional "Tree of Angels" 
ceremony, over 100 victims of violent crimes were remembered with songs, tears, hugs 
and a video tribute. Opening remarks were also delivered by Bell County District 
Attorney Henry Garza. The ceremony, in its 15th year, has become a tradition in Bell 
County. It is hosted by the Bell County Crime Victims Coalition. Marcos Nieves told 
News 10 that his brother was killed by a drunk driver in 2003. "It makes me feel like my 
brother is present right now. I can feel his presence and I'm very proud of that," Nieves 
said. "I'll always keep him in my heart. Right now, I'm physically feeling him like he is 
telling me to continue this interview and 'you're doing really well.'" During the program, 
family members placed angel ornaments on two Christmas trees in honor of their loved 
one. The ornaments will stay on the trees throughout the holiday season inside the 
center.

Community remembers CHOP ministry founder Bishop Nate Holcomb 
Nov. 29, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes) 
KILLEEN, Texas Across Central Texas, those who knew Bishop Nathaniel Holcomb are 
remembering him as a great man and a servant leader. As the night fell on Christian 
House of Prayer Ministries – the church Holcomb founded – his congregation is 
continuing to mourn a man who was their voice of comfort and spiritual leader. Holcomb 
died Tuesday at the age of 66. "He was a friend. True friend and whatever he said, he 
meant it. I learned from that. He was very dear to me,” Elder Joseph Solomon said. 
Solomon added that while Holcomb was a leader here in Central Texas, he was also a 
light shining across the world. "He was a sign that pointed us to Jesus, that's what he 
was. He was just a gift from God. It wasn't about him, it was all about the Lord and that's 
what he preached,” Solomon said. Two days later, Holcomb’s death is still a shock.

Businessman comes to aid of local nurse in need of lifesaving surgery
Nov. 29, 5pm & 6pm, VOSOT & PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes)
A businessman has come to the aid of a Central Texas nurse who requires surgery for 
three brain aneurysms. Michelle RedElk, 35, the mother of two boys ages 11 and 5, is 
scheduled to undergo surgery Monday at The Mayo Clinic in Phoenix, Ariz., but 
because the neurosurgeon who will perform the procedure is out of her health insurance 
network, she must pay $20,000 up front. "You never expect something like this to 
happen ever, especially not at Christmastime," said RedElk, who’s scheduled to fly to 
Phoenix on Saturday. “I'm terrified,” said RedElk, who had a bout with cancer two years 
ago. “I'm really scared; what happens to my kids if something happens to me?" she 
said. Waco businessman Jimmy Meeks, the owner of Advanced Foundation Repair, 
learned of RedElk’s plight on Wednesday and stepped in to help, although he barely 
knows her. Meeks says he challenges anyone who wants to help RedElk to contribute 
and says he will match the donations. But whatever the case, he said he promised her 
she would get to Phoenix.

Football game allows troubled teens to tackle mistakes



Nov. 1, 10pm, PKG, Christy Soto (2-minutes)
For these Texas boys, football is more than a game, it’s an opportunity to learn, grow 
and see their family. Friday night, Gainesville State School football team played 
Giddings State School in the semifinals. Gainesville defeated Giddings and will be 
advancing to the finals but all of the players left as winners. Giddings State School 
player, Nathan Ponce learned the hard way that life is filled with wins but also with 
losses. “When I was 15 I was a party I happened to have a gun and I was under the 
influence of Xanax and marijuana and I accidentally shot my friend and I ended up 
getting 7 years,” Ponce said. Ponce has now served at the Giddings facility for the last 
two years. He said there he has had teachers and his coaches who have poured into 
him. “I don’t know how much football I am teaching them but I am hoping I am teaching 
them life lessons,” Giddings Head Coach, Sandy Brown. Brown hopes he can teach the 
kids how to tackle the mistakes and hard hits you may take in life.

Harker Heights: Vietnam War vets honored with special lapel pin
Nov. 1, 10pm, PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes)
Vietnam War veterans and their families were honored during a special presentation 
Saturday in Harker Heights. The veterans received a commemorative lapel pin and a 
certificate recognizing their service during the Vietnam War era. ”It’s a good feeling. The 
camaraderie of pulling these people together and letting them know ‘you was not 
forgotten.’ That’s what we’re trying to let all of our Vietnam (vets) know," John Footman 
said. The presentation was held at the Disabled American Veterans Chapter Number 29 
building. There were four recipients, including the widow of an Army veteran. "It makes 
me proud that he finally got it. I wish he was here to receive it himself. It’s well 
deserved," she said. The pins are part of an effort to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the Vietnam War.

Tri-County Toy Run provides gifts for children in need
Nov.2, 10pm, PKG, Royden Ogletree (2-minutes)
The 26th annual Tri-County Toy Run began early Sunday morning. Hundreds of area 
motorcyclists gathered at the American Legion Post 133 to donate toys and bikes for 
13,000 area children in need of gifts this year. The caravan made its way through Bell 
and Coryell counties and ended in Lampasas to give out the gifts. Bruce Raymond, 
chairman of the Tri-County Toy Run, noted that this day is very special to all those who 
participate. "(It’s) very rewarding,” said Raymond. “You know, none of us get paid. 
Nobody, none of the volunteers, myself, John, none of us get paid. We do this to help 
these children. And it just amazes me how many we have within our three counties, that 
actually just dream about a Christmas.” The American Legion says they begin collecting 
toys for next year’s toy run in February.

George H.W. Bush Funeral Coverage
Dec. 4, 9am-1pm, LIVE Continuing coverage (4-hours, plus regular newscasts)
KWTX provided extensive coverage of the funeral services for Former President 
George H.W. Bush is Washington D.C. KWTX was the only station in the Waco region 
of the television market to send a local crew to Washington. Our wall-to-wall coverage 
continued from the start of the funeral services at the National cathedral through the 



arrival of the procession in Houston, Texas, where we had another local KWTX crew 
stationed to provide coverage. We worked closely with our sister station, KBTX, to bring 
this special coverage to our viewers on-air and on digital.

George H.W. Bush Funeral Coverage
Dec. 5, 9:30am-4:30pm, LIVE Continuing coverage (6-hours, plus regular newscasts)
KWTX provided extensive coverage of the funeral services for Former President 
George H.W. Bush in Houston. KWTX was the only station in the Waco region of the 
television market to send a local crew to Houston. Our wall-to-wall coverage continued 
from the start of the funeral services in Houston through the arrival of the procession in 
College Station, Texas, where we had another local KWTX crew stationed to provide 
coverage. We worked closely with our sister station, KBTX, to bring this special 
coverage to our viewers on-air and on digital.

Food for Families drive generates 2.2 million pounds of food 
Dec. 6, 5pm, Julie Hays, PKG (2-minutes)
The annual Food for Families drive generated exactly 2,217,438 pounds of donations 
this year, organizers announced Thursday. That’s a record for the nearly 30-year-old 
drive, topping the 2017 total of 1,971,204 pounds by almost 250,000 pounds. Copperas 
Cove was just one of many locations across nine area counties that broke their own 
records this year. Gatesville collected more than 420,000 pounds and Waco more than 
523,000 both beating last year’s totals. The annual project, a collaboration between 
KWTX News 10, the Longhorn Council, Boy Scouts of America, H-E-B, and food 
pantries across Central Texas, is a one-day effort to stock pantry shelves with non-
perishable food. In 1990, the first year of the drive, in spite of warnings from some that 
the idea never would work, Food for Families gathered a total of 84.435 pounds of 
donations. It has since grown into the largest one-day food drive in the state.

Local program helps women fund startups to end work in sex industry 
Dec. 12, 9pm &10pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
A program in Waco is giving women once involved in the sex trade a fresh start by 
helping them become CEOs. Through Jesus Said Love's Lovely Enterprises, the multi-
level program called ACCESS helps women land living wage jobs in hopes of getting 
them out of the commercial sex industry for good. On Wednesday, two women wanting 
a clean slate pitched their business ideas to JSL's 'Dream Team' panel comprised of 
prominent Waco businesswomen.

Killeen: 500 free holiday meal kits served to military families
Dec.16, 10p.m., PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes) 
Hundreds of Central Texas military families were able to get a free holiday meal kit on 
Sunday thanks to Operation Homefront. From the line outside to a packed conference 
room at Shiloh Inns in Killeen, military families picked up their meal kits filled with all the 
fixings. The kits also included a gift card to pick up other supplies. "I love the idea of 
being able to give back and a little bit of a thank you," said Rebekah Reyes, program 
coordinator for Operation Homefront. Recently, Operation Homefront celebrated serving 
its 400,000th military family member. "We, as military spouses, do have hardships and 



sometimes struggle. It's just nice to know that the community can support you and help 
out during the times and especially the holidays," Latosha Morris said. In total, 500 
meals were given out to families, which was a huge relief for everyone.

Woodway: Retired professor meets officer who saved his life
Dec. 17, 10pm, PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes) 
Retired Baylor University business professor Dale Allen met the Woodway Public Safety 
Department officer to whom he owes his life for the first time Tuesday and told him, 
“You’re quite a man.” Officer Terry Mason rescued Allen from a burning house on Sept. 
12 in Woodway. Allen, 83, suffered smoke inhalation and second-degree burns over 13 
percent of his body. He was hospitalized in critical condition for eight weeks. Allen wept 
as he hugged Mason Tuesday, telling the officer, “Thank you for agreeing to come here 
today to meet with me, you're quite a man, quite a man.” "There is no question that 
Mason is truly a valid hero,” Allen said. Allen, whose wife died in March 2017, lived 
alone in the house in the 8900 Raven Dr., where the fire broke out early on Sept. 12. 
Mason, a Marine Corps veteran, donned a firefighter’s facemask and oxygen tank and 
entered the burning home. "Visibility was terrible when I entered the house,” he said. 
“We could hear him moaning and just followed the sound until I got to his feet." Mason, 
suffered smoke inhalation during the rescue and was taken to Providence Health Center 
in Waco. On Tuesday, Allen presented Mason with a figurine of a firefighter with an 
oxygen tank on his back. He also made a financial donation to Woodway Public Safety 
Department Chief Brett Crook. Mason and Allen also have dinner plans in the near 
future. "Well I know you did want me to have dinner with you,” Mason told Allen 
Tuesday. “I don't want to intrude on you, but I'm working Christmas Day and that's also 
my birthday so...if you don't mind I'll come over that day and have a meal with you." 
Allen quickly agreed.

Local funeral home accepts worn US flags as final tribute to veterans 
Dec. 24, 6p.m. & 10p.m., PKG & VOSOT, John Carroll (3-minutes)
A Waco funeral home and crematorium is offering to take tattered, worn or retired 
American flags and give them a proper retirement while at the same time honoring 
veterans whose services it’s handling. It’s a plan just initiated by Brent Shehorn, director 
of the Lake Shore Funeral Home and Crematory, on Lake Shore Drive, in Waco, who 
said the program allows participants to “retire your American flag in the proper way and 
a way to honor our veterans.” Collection boxes already are in place around town where 
anyone can drop in a tattered or worn American flag and the funeral home will dispose 
of the colors in a proper way, Shehorn said. Most Americans aren’t familiar with the U.S. 
Flag Code, which prescribes proper ways to display, carry, hang, and even dispose of, 
American flags. Shehorn says he’s doing it “the right way.” “The U.S. Code, the Code is 
compiled by the Office of the Law Revision Counsel of the United States House of 
Representatives,” a summary on the U.S. Flag Code webpage says, and “is divided into 
50 titles by subject matter.”

Don't be blue: Famous Texas Cheese House is closed 
Dec. 28, 9p.m. & 10p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
The town of Lorena usually sports red, but some people there are certainly feeling blue. 



A beloved Central Texas business has closed its doors. Lorena's Texas Cheese House 
served its last in-store customers Friday and will officially clear out by the New Year. "I'll 
miss Lorena, coming here every day," said owner Scott Simon. The business has been 
serving the area for more than a decade. However, Simon says: it's time to retire. 
"They're sad, I'm a bit sad too, but I'm looking forward to not working six or seven days 
a week," said Simon. This will be Simon's second retirement: he first retired from 
records and information management, but it was short-lived. To make his wife happy, 
he moved his hobby out of the house in 2008 and opened TCH.

Temple shooting victims remembered at funeral service  
Dec. 29, 10p.m., PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
From the tears to the sharing of memories, hundreds gathered Saturday to remember 
the life of a grandmother and mother who were gunned down last week in Temple. For 
nearly two hours, family and friends celebrated the life of Sherry Gray and her daughter, 
Shelly. Police say Shelly's estranged husband, Matthew Splittgerber, was responsible 
for the horrific crime. He's also accused of shooting her 4-year-old son, Corden Fidler. 
During the funeral service at Copperas Cove High School, it was all about remembering 
the loving people they both were. Gray was a teacher for more than 30 years, including 
with Copperas Cove Independent School District. Shelly was a physical education 
teacher for Belton Independent School District.

GOVERNMENT/POLITICS

In final debate Cruz, O'Rourke cite taxes, immigration
Oct. 16, 5p, 6p, 9p & 10p, Live-VOSOTS, Live-PKG, Tara Mergener (6-minutes) 
Traveled to San Antonio for continuing coverage
Democratic Rep. Beto O'Rourke abandoned his optimistic tone and attacked 
Republican U.S. Senator Ted Cruz as "Lyin" Ted in their second debate before the 
election, borrowing a nickname first used by President Donald Trump. It was one of the 
challenger's last chances to gain ground on Cruz, who is leading the polls even though 
O'Rourke has benefited from national media coverage of his unconventional campaign 
and a record amount of campaign cash. A look at claims made in their debate Tuesday 
in San Antonio: BETO O'ROURKE: "Ted Cruz invested more than $5 million in 
Cambridge Analytica, which is the very company that helped to undermine our 
democracy, to feed false news and false opinions to our fellow Americans." THE 
FACTS: Cruz didn't personally invest $5 million in Cambridge Analytica, the campaign 
consulting firm that was accused earlier this year of misusing data from 87 million 
Facebook accounts to target voters during elections. But Cruz's 2016 presidential 
campaign did spend millions of dollars purchasing the group's services.

President packs the house in Houston for Ted Cruz Rally
Oct. 22, 5pm, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS, Tara Mergener (10-minutes) 
KWTX was the only station in the market to send a crew to Houston to cover the 
president’s visit. At a political rally in Houston, President Trump shouted accusations 
against Democrats, saying without evidence that they were "encouraging millions of 
illegal aliens to break our laws, violate our borders and overwhelm our nation." Trump 



was in Texas to campaign for his former foe Sen. Ted Cruz. The two lauded each other 
Monday and did some backslapping. Cruz is convening a parade of top Republicans to 
ensure Democrat Beto O'Rourke doesn't upset him. Mike Pence and Donald Trump Jr. 
already visited and the president himself came Monday to show his support.

TxDOT lays out Loop 340 expansion project 
Oct. 23, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, Rissa Shaw (2-minutes)
A long-proposed road construction project that would affect Waco and Bellmead was 
put into gear Tuesday night. TxDOT held a public hearing at the Bellmead Civic Center 
revealing the layout of a plan to expand State Loop 340 between the Brazos River and 
Highway 84, an idea that was first brought to the public in 2012. “The growth in the area 
is really driving the need for our expansion and a reconstruction of a relatively old 
roadway,” said Ken Roberts, Public Information Officer for TxDOT’s Waco District. 
“We’ve been in planning for a while.” The project would take the 5.2 mile stretch of road 
from two to four lanes, adding shoulders, frontage roads and sidewalks.

Governor rallies voters at local barbecue restaurant 
Oct. 23, 12pm, 5pm & 6pm, Live-VOSOTS, Live-PKG, Alex Cano (4-minutes)
The house was packed at Schoepf's Bar-B-Que in Tuesday afternoon in Belton As Gov. 
Greg Abbott’s supporters filled the room.  “We cannot lose any Republican running for 
the United States Congress because the tipping scale will be very close whether it will 
be Republicans or Democrats who will be controlling congress,” Governor Abbott said. 
Abbott is on a 19-city tour around the state supporting Republican candidates including 
Central Texas Republican Congressman John Carter who’s opposed by a Democrat, 
Air Force Veteran MJ Hegar, and Libertarian Jason Hope.

Sen. Ted Cruz rallies supporters in Killeen during bus tour
Oct. 23, 9pm & 10pm. Live-VOSOTS, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
Incumbent Sen. Ted Cruz kicked off his "Cruz to Victory" tour in Central Texas on 
Tuesday night. Cruz, who is coming off a rally with President Donald Trump in Houston, 
spoke to his supporters in Killeen about Texas values and the economy. "I think really 
the last two months the voters of Texas have begun focusing on records, my record and 
Beto O'Rourke's. The people of Texas want low taxes, secure the border and defend 
the Constitution and the Bill of Rights," Cruz said. "Those are the common sense values 
that unite Texans and that is what my record has been and that is very much not Beto 
O'Rourke's record." Cruz is in a tight race against Democratic U.S. Rep. Beto O'Rourke. 
O'Rourke campaigned in San Antonio earlier Tuesday.

Staffing added to Waco polling location following cheating allegation 
Oct. 25, 9p & 10p, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
Early voting in McLennan County for the November 2018 election has brought record-
breaking turnout and controversy. The McLennan County Elections Office is 
investigating a potential rules violation at a polling location in East Waco, one of the 
county’s five early voting centers. “Whether it be that somebody’s wearing a campaign 
hat into a polling place or whether it be this call, we certainly take all our calls seriously,” 
said Kathy Van Wolfe, elections administrator for McLennan County. “We did get a call 



that the voter had gone in and witnessed the election judge assisting a voter and did not 
think it was properly done.” The complaint was filed by Mart resident Mary Wilson, the 
wife of one of the candidates on the ballot, Republican Donis “DL” Wilson, a former 
State Trooper running for County Commissioner Pct. 2. “I was very, very mad about it,” 
said Wilson. Wilson claims she saw an election judge cheating when she went to vote at 
the Waco Multi-Purpose Community Center Tuesday afternoon.

Small Central Texas town could vote itself out of existence 
Oct. 25, 5p & 6p, VOSOT & Live-PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes)
On Nov. 6 residents of the small town of Leroy in northeastern McLennan County will 
vote in a special election on whether to un-incorporate the city of 345 people. More than 
80 residents signed a petition calling for the election, the catalyst for which was a new 
property tax imposed for the first-time last year by the Leroy City Council. Councilman 
Roy Davis has lived in Leroy for 30 years. "We are a small city and we have a local 
control over everything that we do. It's just a nice quaint city and if the city goes away 
then we're at the mercy of McLennan County or the City of Waco,” he said. A baseball 
field across from the two-room City Hall is now controlled by the town and "used by 
about 100 kids every year, but it will go to McLennan County," if voters approve the 
proposition Davis said. The council-imposed property taxes to try to raise money to fix 
some badly damaged streets, but residents along the two highways maintained by the 
state say they don't want to pay taxes to fix streets they don’t use. "The town is split 50-
50 on this issue but it's not contentious, we all understand each other's side," Davis 
said.

Amid bid for re-election, local councilwoman steps down
Oct. 25, 9p & 10p, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
The Mayor of West is trying to set the record straight after a city councilwoman’s 
unexpected resignation left doubts about the state of the small McLennan County 
city.  “I’m proud to say that we are financially very stable,” said Tommy Muska, Mayor of 
the City of West. On Thursday, it was announced Moody’s Investor Service upgraded 
the city’s financial rating to an A3 – the highest it’s been since 2002, Muska says, and 
vastly better than the Baa2 rating with an outlook of “negative” the city was given in 
2013 following the deadly West Fertilizer Plant Explosion. “We’ve worked ourselves 
back, Cheryl was a part of that,” said Muska. In an unexpected move, on Oct. 2, Cheryl 
Marak stepped down from the West City Council, resigning from the position she was 
campaigning to be re-elected for at the time.

Midterm Election Day/Night coverage on KWTX and KWTX.Com
Nov. 6, 6am, 12pm, 5pm, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Live reports, all staff members (3-hours)
KWTX staffed all of the big midterm races in Texas. We had live crews embedded in the 
camps of both UI.S. Senate Candidates (Beto and Cruz) as well as, Representative 
(Hegar & Carter) and several state office/representative and local races. We provided 
live updates through cut-ins throughout the evening and the results were the focus of 
both our 9pm and 10 pm newscasts. We also had a political analyst on live during our 
9pm and 10pm to provided perspective on the races and the outcomes we were seeing. 
Coverage last into the early morning hours.



Killeen: Council approves street maintenance fee 
Dec. 11, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VO, Live-VOSOTS, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (4-
minutes)
A controversial fee has been approved by city council members in Killeen. With a four to 
three vote, the street maintenance fee was given the green light. The fee is designed to 
help improve streets across the city. With the fee, a single family will see their water bill 
increase by nearly $2. For businesses, the fee gets tricky because they are given a rate 
based on square footage. A large business could see a fee up to $300 based on 
calculations. The fee, Mayor Jose Segarra said, is needed. "Our budget item for the 
street maintenance just gets smaller and smaller. So, I'm glad to see after tonight, that 
will start increasing and citizens will be happy and say 'our streets are going to be 
improved with what just happened,'" he said. There was also opposition to the fee from 
residents and some city council members.

Waco: Retiring county commissioner honored 
Dec. 19, 9pm & 10pm, VOSOT & PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
Longtime McLennan County Commissioner Lester Gibson’s long career as a public 
official and community activist is coming to an end. Gibson did not seek another term 
and officially retires effective Dec. 31. He was honored at a reception Tuesday after 
what was his last commissioners meeting. The 69-year-old's role as a public servant 
date back long before his run for county commission. He represented Dist. 1 on the 
Waco City Council from 1988 to 1990. He became the county’s Pct. 2 commissioner in 
1991. Community activist, Linda Lewis has known Gibson for decades. She said he is a 
student of history and what he's learned has made him an incredible fighter for justice. 
"People were excited. There was an excitement about making history but there was also 
a genuine affection and commitment to Lester Gibson because of his tenure on the city 
council in speaking out on issues and just telling it like it is." She described him as a 
connoisseur of all kinds of history and cited a tradition among South Africans who 
believe it is important to acknowledge the past to heal old wounds. Gibson did this as he 
spoke his mind, even on tough issues regarding race and racial healing, when he called 
attention to the lynching tree on the mural at the county courthouse. He was an 
advocate for equality and diversity which paved the way for his successor 
Commissioner-elect Patricia Chisholm-Miller, who served as his executive assistant for 
many years.

Central Texas feels the impact of government shutdown
Dec. 28, 6p.m., PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
Central Texas is beginning to feel the impact of the partial government shutdown as the 
standoff continues over funding for a border wall. U.S. Department of Agriculture offices 
in Temple were closed Friday as a result of the shutdown. A sign on the door of the 
W.R. Poage Federal Building says, "The U.S. Department of Agriculture office is 
currently closed due to the lapse in federal government funding. The office will reopen 
once Congress restores funding." The shutdown, which started on Dec. 22, has idled 
hundreds of thousands of federal workers and hundreds of thousands of others are still 
working, but at least temporarily without pay. A report prepared by the staff by Senate 
Appropriations Committee Vice Chairman Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., projects that the USDA 



will “shutter every local and state farm service center across the U.S.” The Associated 
Press reported Friday that the shutdown could complicate things for producers seeking 
federal payments from the $12 billion set aside in aid for farmers hit by tariffs. The 
agency assured farmers last week that direct payments would continue during the first 
week of the shutdown, but those payments will soon be suspended for farmers who 
haven’t certified production and farm loans and disaster assistance would also be on 
hold, AP reports. The government is offering advice and resources to federal employees 
impacted by the shutdown including sample letters to submit to landlords, banks, 
mortgage companies and creditors.

REAL ID Act letter landing in mailboxes of many Texas drivers 
Dec. 31, 6pm, PKG, John Carroll (2-minutes)
Thousands of Texas residents are receiving letters from the department of public safety 
warning that their driver’s licenses are about to expire. Many people are receiving these 
letters even though their licenses are still valid for more than a year or two. But, there is 
an explanation. DPS is in the process of implementing The REAL ID ACT program, 
which will require many Texas to get an updated ID to travel and go into federal 
buildings. The REAL ID Act deadline is October 2020, but DPS does not want residents 
to wait until then. Letters have been arriving in mailboxes across the country, not just 
central Texas. Texas has joined the National REAL ID Act, and when it goes into effect 
in 2020, you'll need an updated driver’s license that will have a white star in a gold circle 
on the right corner of the license. That emblem will allow you to travel and enter 
government buildings like the federal courthouse in Waco.

EDUCATION

Another local school district moves forward on plan to arm teachers
Oct. 4, 6pm & 9pm, Live-PKG, Live-VOSOT, John Carroll (3-minutes)
The Gatesville ISD is moving forward with a plan to allow some staff members and 
teachers to carry concealed weapons to protect students in case of an active shooter 
situation. Gatesville Superintendent Eric Penrod says the school board voted 7-0 on a 
resolution to move forward and devise a plan. The district held a town hall meeting 
Tuesday night and not many are opposed to the plan, he said. “Those selected to carry 
guns would have to undergo intense training, psych evaluations and must qualify 
monthly on a shooting range,” Penrod said. The Gatesville ISD has five campuses and 
Penrod says officials want enough employees to be carrying weapons to get to an 
active shooter quickly.

School evacuated after bomb-making materials discovered in student's bedroom
Oct. 5, 5p & 6p, Live-VOSOTS, PKG, Alex Cano (3-minutes)
Students were moved out of Belton New Tech High School @ Waskow at 320 North 
Blair St. in Belton Friday after a parent reported finding bomb-making materials in a 
child’s bedroom. The students were taken to the Pittenger Fine Arts Center at around 
11 a.m. Friday, the Belton ISD said.“ The parent report does not include any threats to 
the campus, but as a precaution law enforcement recommended a thorough sweep of 



the school to ensure the safety of our students and staff,” the district said. Law 
enforcement officials cleared the school at around 2:15 p.m.

Temple: School district implements mental health initiative 
Oct. 11, 5p & 6p, PKG & VOSOTS, Alex Cano (3-minutes) The Temple ISD has 
implemented a threat assessment model adopted by the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security. DHS released the model in July. It shows how to identify students who are at 
risk of engaging in violent behavior or activities in and out of school. Assistant 
Superintendent Eric Haugeberg, says the district is working with local mental health 
professionals to offer interventions for students in need of mental support. “With help 
from the parent, they help identify the various resources in the community in order to 
provide support for the student,” he said Thursday. The district does not directly provide 
help for students seeking mental screenings, but can refer them to a professional 
outside the district. “We have always had this support system in place it’s continually 
being refined and as other community resources become available we include that as 
options for our parents and students,” Haugeberg said.

Belton: School district to start using anti-bullying app
Oct. 15, 9P & 10P, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
A new application for a Central Texas school district will hopefully empower students to 
speak up when they've experienced bullying or saw something suspicious at school. At 
a board meeting Monday night, Belton ISD Superintendent Dr. Susan Kincannon gave 
the green light for the district to use the anti-bullying app. The “Anonymous Alerts” app 
will allow students to submit an incident without having to reveal who they are. Students 
can even engage in a private two-way conversation with an official. “It empowers our 
students to let us know of safety issues or concerns. Having an app in place for 
students to do that anonymously will allow them to give us important information,” 
Kincannon said. When a student or parent submits anything — from bullying to school 
threats — that tip is sent immediately to school officials.

2014 compliance review: BU failed to protect coeds for years
Nov.8, 10pm, PKG, Gordon Collier (5-minutes) Exclusive News 10 investigation
Many recall the 2016 Baylor University sex assault scandal was largely blamed on out-
of-control football players and the alleged failures of former Head Coach Art Briles. 
KWTX, however, was the first to report, as early as September of 2016 that the football 
team may have only played a very minor role in any documented sexual assaults on 
Baylor students. KWTX has now gained exclusive access to a copy of a little publicized, 
2014 consultant study, critical of Baylor University’s failure to comply with federal 
policies and laws, many designed to protect co-eds from sexual abuse. It’s called the 
Margolis Healy, Title IX Review and Clergy Act Compliance Assessment. The 115-page 
report was commissioned by Baylor University officials 2014 in response to a growing 
number of sexual assault complaints. Its findings started the ball rolling on what would 
later lead to the firing of head football coach Art Briles, the dismissal of two athletics 
officials and the sacking of one of the top college football programs in the country.



Killeen: Teen wins $25K scholarship in 'America to Me' contest 
Nov. 13, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
William Wilson says he had never won a contest before. The 17-year-old senior at 
Ellison High School almost missed his chance for this contest. But, it was chance that 
knocked on his door that landed the teen in the national spotlight and a recipient of 
Starz’s “America to Me - Share Your Voice” contest, which landed him a $25,000 
scholarship. Growing up, Wilson went to Saegert Elementary, Charles Patterson Middle 
School and spent recreational time at the Boys and Girls Club of Killeen. This, of 
course, on top of spending time with his parents and brother. The America to him was 
shaped by experiences as a young boy – which led him to the first part of his video 
submission. With the push from his mom, teachers and friends, he finally submitted the 
video and made all the appropriate hashtags on Instagram so the right people at Starz 
could find it. He also had to make sure that people knew to vote for him. Just a couple 
weeks ago, Wilson received the news he had been hoping for.

Belton: BISD hosts forums on proposed attendance boundaries
Dec. 4, 9pm & 10pm, VOSOTS, Alex Cano (1-minute)
The Belton ISD hosted the first of three public forums Tuesday evening on proposed 
attendance boundaries. District officials say with the construction of two new schools 
and changing one of its existing schools into the district's fourth middle school they are 
wanting to hear feedback from parents. “Bringing new schools on obviously means that 
we need to change our attendance boundaries and we’ve been working to do that to 
come up with some map recommendations and the board has a vision this is an open 
and inclusive process,” Belton Superintendent, Dr. Susan Kincannon said. By summer 
2019, the new Charter Oak Elementary, will open and the following year Lake Belton 
High School will be ready to house new students. “Essentially we are opening an 
elementary, a middle and a high school the drawing of these attendance boundaries is 
significant because we’re virtually touching every part of the district so all of our 
students and families are impacted,” Kincannon said. The forum will explain in detail two 
proposed maps that were selected by the Attendance Boundaries Committee. Forums 
on the proposals will also be held at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 10 and 6:30 p.m. Dec. 13 at the 
Pittenger Fine Arts Center.

Belton: BISD hosts forums on proposed attendance boundaries
Dec. 4, 9pm & 10pm, VOSOTS, Alex Cano (1-minute)
The Belton ISD hosted the first of three public forums Tuesday evening on proposed 
attendance boundaries. District officials say with the construction of two new schools 
and changing one of its existing schools into the district's fourth middle school they are 
wanting to hear feedback from parents. “Bringing new schools on obviously means that 
we need to change our attendance boundaries and we’ve been working to do that to 
come up with some map recommendations and the board has a vision this is an open 
and inclusive process,” Belton Superintendent, Dr. Susan Kincannon said. By summer 
2019, the new Charter Oak Elementary, will open and the following year Lake Belton 
High School will be ready to house new students. “Essentially we are opening an 
elementary, a middle and a high school the drawing of these attendance boundaries is 
significant because we’re virtually touching every part of the district so all of our 



students and families are impacted,” Kincannon said. The forum will explain in detail two 
proposed maps that were selected by the Attendance Boundaries Committee. Forums 
on the proposals will also be held at 6:30 p.m. on Dec. 10 and 6:30 p.m. Dec. 13 at the 
Pittenger Fine Arts Center.

Killeen: School board urged to be aware of issues LGBT students face 
Dec. 13, 10pm, PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
The Killeen ISD, the largest school district in Central Texas, is being challenged to 
change with the times and be thoughtful of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
students. Members of the LGBT community appeared before the Killeen School Board 
on Tuesday to ask members to be aware of the issues LGBT students could face on 
campus. "Just support saying, ‘Hey we should bring training’ because all we want is to 
make our school district, which has heavily diverse campuses, to be more inclusive and 
be a safer educational environment for everyone," former Shoemaker High school 
student, Dakota Widenor said.

CRIME & SAFETY

Two who worked for Ex-NFL player turned doctor charged in fraud scheme
Oct. 2, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT & Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
A Falls County woman who worked for a Central Texas doctor is accused of defrauding 
the government in a multi-million dollar health care scheme. Melissa Sumerour, 47, of 
Lorena, has been charged with health care fraud, according to a criminal complaint filed 
by the Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General with the U.S. District Court 
- Northern District of Texas Forth Worth Division. The complaint also named Latosha 
Morgan. "This affidavit is made in support of criminal complaints commanding the arrest 
of Melissa Sumerour and Latosha Morgan," it states. It states, Sumerer, who ran the 
Temple and Waco offices, and organ, who ran the Fort Worth office, were billing clerks 
for the workers compensation clinics of "Physican A," who sources confirm to KWTX is 
Dr. Les Benson, a former professional football player for the Dallas Cowboys in the late 
1970s who also played football and graduated from Baylor University. According to the 
complaint, Sumerer and Morgan submitted and/or taught others to submit false health 
care claims between at least Jan. 2011 and March 2017.

Gun taken from local HS student was loaded with round chambered
Oct, 2, 5p, 6p, 9p & 10p, Live-PKG, Live-VOSOT, VOSOTs, Alex Cano, (4-minutes)
The gun with which a Temple High School student was caught had a round in the 
chamber, eight rounds in the magazine and was equipped with a laser attachment, 
according to an arrest affidavit released Wednesday. A tip from a classmate led to the 
arrest of James Godfrey, 18, on Oct. 2. The student told the school’s resource officer 
that he saw three teenagers in a bathroom and that one had a gun. Officers detained 
Godfrey and found the handgun inside a blue Chromebook case, the affidavit said. The 
two students with Godfrey were searched, but neither had weapons, the affidavit said. 
As he was being taken to the Bell County Jail, “Godfrey admitted that he brought the 
gun from home, the gun belonged to his grandmother, and he was carrying the gun for 
protection,” the affidavit says. Godfrey remains in the Bell County Jail in lieu of 



$150,000 bond charged with possession of a weapon in a place where weapons are 
prohibited.

Central Texas man who raped 38-day-old daughter sentenced to 244 years
Oct. 10 & Oct. 11, 5p & 6p, Live-VOSOTS, John Carroll (6-minutes)
A Waco man who admitted to a fellow jail inmate he sexually assaulted his 38-day-old 
daughter while in a methamphetamine-induced haze was sentenced Thursday to a total 
of 244 years in prison. Jurors late Wednesday afternoon convicted Patricio Medina, 27, 
on one count of aggravated sexual assault of a child younger than 6, two counts of 
injury to a child and two counts of endangering a child. Thursday they decided on an 80-
year sentence and $10,000 fine on the aggravated sexual assault of a child count, two 
80-year-sentences and $10,000 fines on the injury to a child counts and two 4-year 
sentences on the child endangerment count. He must serve the full 80 years of the 
sentence for aggravated sexual assault of a child. The charges stem from the 
March2014,sexual assault of the infant, who suffered 45 broken bones and other 
injuries, which a doctor discovered during the girl’s five-week checkup. A jailhouse 
informant testified that Medina admitted that he sexually assaulted the baby while high 
on meth.

Police need public’s help to bust burglar who targeted local school's football fans a
Oct. 15, 9P & 10P, Live-VOSOTS, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
Police are asking for the public’s help in identifying a man responsible for three 
burglaries during McGregor’s home football game Friday night. The man smashed 
through the windows of three vehicles parked at the game sometime between 6 p.m. 
and 9 p.m. Friday, police said. "He burglarized three vehicles during the game, getting a 
couple of credit cards and a wallet, then he actually took the credit cards and went up to 
two stores off Hewitt Drive," said McGregor Police Cpl. Stephen Leonard. With the 
cards, Leonard said the suspect purchased up to $1,000 in merchandise and gasoline, 
plus two computers were stolen and windows were damaged, making the total loss 
between $2,000 and $2,500. "Back in the old days we'd call it a 'smash and grab,' he 
smashed the windows, grabbed whatever he could real quick, and they're out," said 
Leonard. "We've been fortunate enough, in McGregor, we don't see crimes like this, this 
was very sporadic and very quick, it probably took all of 30 seconds to do that." The 
victims included a teacher/coach, a student, and a parent, he said. "It's horrible, he was 
very tactical the way he did it – he hit the outer perimeters of where the cars were 
parked, one of the victims is a young girl that goes to school here and he took her 
volleyball uniforms," said Leonard. "Totally uncalled for." The man is Hispanic with a 
large build and between 5-foot-6 and 5-foot-8, police said, and is in his late 30s or early 
40s. He was wearing a baseball cap, a gray T-shirt with an Under Armor logo on the 
front, khaki shorts, and dark sneakers at the time. Leonard said the vehicles' doors were 
locked, however, valuables were visible, and the three officers present at the game 
were focused on safety inside the stadium as the Bulldogs played the West Trojans. 
"Sometimes we forget things, and then you have people like this that come by and do 
whatever they can do to violate us and take our property," said Leonard. "We're always 
very proactive during games, but we're going to beef that up for the remainder of the 



school year for all events just to make sure something like this doesn't happen again." 
Leonard believes the suspect is local or has family in the area.

Central Texas bank puts employees through active shooter training
Oct. 11, 9p &10p, Live-VOSOT, Rissa Shaw (2-minutes)
A Central Texas bank that encourages employees to arm themselves, is putting staffers 
through active shooter training. TFNB Your Bank For Life hosted “company guardian” 
active shooter training at Ridgewood Country Club Thursday night. "Be aware of your 
surroundings, pay attention to customers coming in, ya know, something that sets you 
off, your signals” said Johnny Price, Owner and Lead Instructor for Big Iron CHL and 
Active Shooter Training. “Then if something happens…it’s getting your mind into the fact 
that 'I've got to realize this is real, it’s happening,' and the faster you get to the action, 
the less people that die." President and CEO of TFNB David Littlewood said banks have 
historically been targeted. "You get caught up in your day to day life and you get 
comfortable, but the reality is that banks have money and banks are a target,” said 
Littlewood. “We care about our employees, we care about each other, we care about 
our customers, and so it's imperative that we be prepared for anything that happens." 
Around eighty employees participated in the training. “For at least a decade now we’ve 
encouraged our staff and their families, if they choose and they’re comfortable, to 
pursue a concealed handgun license, and if they do, we’ve encouraged them to bring 
their handguns to work,” said Littlewood. They’ve done similar trainings in the past but 
with an uptick in mass shootings and a recent increase in staff, Littlewood said it was 
time for another. Price says while banks pose a specific threat, mass shootings can 
happen anywhere. "We didn't think it could happen in Sutherland Springs, small town, 
sleepy town of Sutherland Springs, and it did,” said Price. “You just realize, it's a fact 
that there are bad people out there that they're going do this kind of stuff and you're 
prepared so if you happen to be caught in it, you can respond a lot faster." TFNB plans 
on posting signs outside of its banking centers letting customers and the public know 
their tellers and other employees might be armed. Price strongly supported the idea. 
“The signage that says ‘come on in here, we believe in our Second Amendment, you 
license-holders come on in here,’ that’s a big deterrent right there because the predator 
already is a coward, they’re looking at that saying ‘uh oh, there’s guns in there,’” said 
Price. Price said most of all, people need to trust their gut and pay attention. “That’s the 
biggest thing you can do is be aware,” said Price.

Belton: Firefighters speak out about pay and staffing issues
Oct. 26, 10pm, PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes)
Firefighters in the city of Belton have taken to social media to try and get answers from 
local leaders. Some of the concerns raised by the Belton Professional Firefighters 
Association include better pay for firefighters, better benefits and fixing the current 
staffing issues. “On the side of salaries, not lose guys that we are putting time into and 
training up and watch them go right next door for something we feel is simple as just 
looking at what the city can do to address those issues…benefits and salaries and 
staffing levels," Belton Professional Firefighters President David Holloway said. He says 
the lack of response from city leaders has been ongoing since March until they turned to 
social media. “There was no attempt to meet up until the Facebook post — the first one 



was made," he said. Since August, the city confirms eight firefighters have left the 
department to cities such as Georgetown, Killeen and Waco. In terms of pay, Belton has 
increased the annual salary for firefighters to $40,428 in the first year.

Investigation underway after dead dog disappears, others found tethered
Nov. 7, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
A deceased dog has disappeared in Falls County, triggering a larger animal cruelty 
investigation and subsequent search for the dog’s body and its owner.  A woman 
reportedly found the male puppy she thought was sleeping hanging from a leash tied to 
a tree on a rural property in South Marlin. “I was like ‘come here buddy’ and tried getting 
it to wake up and come, it didn’t move, it was dead,” said Breanne Justice, Founder of 
Justice 4 Mutts animal rescue. Justice, who runs the foster-based rescue group out of 
Bell County, says she came across the dog by accident but also by fate; she got lost on 
her way to her new job Wednesday morning, and remembered the area from previous 
dog fighting and dog dumping investigations her group’s been involved in. She drove 
down County Road 2873 and saw several dogs tied up, but only two of the three she 
discovered were alive. “I was just a day too late,” said Justice. Besides the one tethered 
to the tree, yards away Justice found a second dog tied to a metal fence, and farther 
away a third was tied to the ramp of a trailer home with no one inside, all were without 
food and water, she said

Another local city cracks down on distracted driving
Nov. 13, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
The Mexia City Council has gone beyond the state ban on texting and driving by 
passing its own ordinance governing the use of hand-held devices while driving inside 
the city limits. The city had already enacted an ordinance banning the use of hand-held 
mobile phones to make calls or send messages in school zones. A man who’s been 
advocating for distracted driving laws, Jimmy Rincker, spoke to council members before 
the vote. “It takes seconds to look down at your phone, but it also takes seconds to 
have a wreck,” said Rincker. His sister, Amanda Rincker, was killed on Nov. 6, 2015 
while driving from Groesbeck to Mexia after she sent their cousin a text saying “Are you 
awake,” causing her to rear-end a car in front of her that was stopped to make a turn.

String of area convenience store robberies continues 
Nov. 13, 5pm & 6pm, VOSOT & PKG, Alex Cano (3-minutes)
Police in Bell County are acknowledging an increase in robberies as a string of holdups 
at area convenience stores continues. Although police have yet to make a connection 
between any of the robberies, the descriptions of the suspects match in several cases. 
“Yes, there has been an increase in robberies this month,” Killeen police spokeswoman 
Ofelia Miramontez said Tuesday. Since mid-October robberies have been reported at a 
dozen stores and one bank. Two more holdups were reported Monday night. The first 
occurred at around 8:45 p.m. Monday at the Select Food Mart on East Elms Road in 
Killeen. A man entered the store, displayed a handgun, demanded money and fled with 
an undisclosed amount of cash. The robber was black, about 35 to 40 years of age, 5-
foot-7 to 6-foot-3 in height and was wearing dark colored boots, a hooded sweatshirt 
and gloves, police said. A short time later, a second robbery was reported at a Texaco 



station off East Veterans Memorial Boulevard in Harker Heights. Harker Heights police 
spokesman Lt. Stephen Miller said Tuesday he had no record of a robbery in that area, 
but did have a theft report involving a juvenile, details of which he said he could not 
release. One store has been robbed twice.

Affidavit: Waco woman ‘abandoned her grandchildren in a burning house’
Nov. 15, 5pm & 6pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, John Carroll (4-minutes)
Andrea Aleman, 44, the grandmother of two young children who died in a house fire 
earlier this month in South Waco, “was the first person out of the house,” her 11-year-
old daughter told investigators, according to an arrest warrant affidavit released Friday. 
Aleman, the affidavit says, “abandoned her grandchildren in a burning house and took 
no action to get them help until firefighters walked past her on the corner down from the 
house.” Anthony Cole Puente, Jr., 4, and his sister, Rachel Rose Aleman, 2, died of 
smoke inhalation in the early-morning house fire on Nov. 2. Aleman and her 11-year-old 
daughter, a student at West Avenue Elementary School, escaped from the house along 
with two other unidentified residents who occupied the front portion of the home, which 
had been converted into a duplex. Aleman was arrested Thursday at a home in North 
Waco on warrants charging injury to a child, police Sgt. W. Patrick Swanton said.

Cameras captured local bar brawl that led to neighborhood shooting
Nov. 19, 5pm & 6pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes)
Surveillance cameras captured a brawl at the Chapter 11 nightclub at 613 Ester St. in 
Waco that evidently led to a shooting at a home in the 400 block of North 23rd St. in 
which 80 rounds were fired, only one of which hit the victim. Police recovered 80 shell 
casings from six different caliber weapons after the early-morning shooting early 
Monday in Waco, which sent a man to a local hospital. Investigators determined that the 
shooting was the result of an altercation between the victim and a woman at a local bar, 
Officer Garen Bynum said Monday “As a result of that, several individuals drove to the 
area that the male subject was supposed to be at and began firing gunshots at him,” 
Bynum said. Bynum didn’t identify the club, but the surveillance video recorded Sunday 
night at Chapter 11 shows a brawl that started after a woman attacked another woman, 
who was at the bar.

Law enforcement keeps on eye out for holiday shoppers
Nov. 23, 5pm, 6pm, VOSOT & PKG, Alex Cano (3-minutes) 
For nine years, the Harker Heights police department has set up a command center 
outside shopping centers across the city before Black Friday.  “We'll be out here through 
the holidays, on the weekends, and as we get closer to Christmas. We provide a safe 
environment for all shoppers” Harker Heights Patrol Lieutenant, Roxanne Harrill said. 
While people are shopping for black Friday deals, police are making sure would-be-
thieves stay away. “Officers will do walk thru of the different businesses, people that are 
out here shopping enjoy having us out here” Harrill said. They say businesses are 
thrilled by the extra security. “The businesses are excited we are out here before we 
even started up. They are like "are you guys going to be out here back again?" and 
we're like yup! They really like to have the police presence out here” Harrill said. 



Shoppers say having extra eyes at the stores and parking lots is helping slow down or 
stopping crime from happening outside the stores during the holiday shopping season. 

25th police academy class in a row graduates with perfect passing rate 
Nov.28, 9pm & 10pm, VOSOT, Sarah Bey (1-minute)
Seven local police agencies had 22 reasons to celebrate Wednesday night. The 
graduation ceremony for the Class “B-2018” Law Enforcement Academy at McLennan 
Community College was held at 7 p.m. Wednesday in the MCC Conference Center. In 
total, 22 men and women not only graduated from MCC’s 31st academy, they were also 
the 25th class in a row to have a 100 percent pass rate on the Texas Commission on 
Law Enforcement exam on the first attempt.

Ex-BU frat president spared jail time after sexual assault plea reduced
Dec. 11, 5pm, 6pm & 9pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, John Carroll (5-minutes)
A former Baylor University fraternity president originally indicted for sexual assault who 
pleaded no contest to a reduced charge of unlawful restraint was sentenced Monday 
and won’t spend a day behind bars. Judge Ralph Strother, in 19th District Court, 
accepted the state’s plea agreement and sentenced Jacob Walter Anderson, 24, to 
three years on deferred probation, which if he completes will leave him without a 
criminal record. Anderson, on Oct. 15, pleaded no contest to the charge, a third-degree 
felony, after Assistant District Attorney Hilary LaBorde and Anderson’s defense counsel 
reached a plea agreement.

UT Dallas bars ex-BU frat president after rape case plea deal 
Dec. 12, 5pm, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS, Live-PKG,, VOSOTS, John Carroll (5-
minutes)
A former BU fraternity president who escaped jail time after pleading no contest to a 
reduced charge of unlawful restraint has been barred from the campus of the University 
of Texas at Dallas, to which he transferred after he was expelled from Baylor. Jacob 
Walter Anderson, 24, was indicted in May 2016 on four counts of sexual assault in 
connection with an alleged rape in February 2015 in which the victim was left lying 
outside unconscious. He was sentenced Monday in state district court in Waco to three 
years on deferred probation, which if he completes will leave him without a criminal 
record, after pleading no contest to the third-degree felony charge. He is scheduled to 
graduate from UTD next week, but he won't walk the stage, according to a tweet 
Wednesday afternoon from the school's president.

Local doughnut shop owner, daughter responds after viral fight video
Dec. 14, 9pm & 10pm, PKG, VOSOT, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
Dec. 15, 10pm, PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes)
A business owner and his daughter are sharing their side of the story after a brawl 
caught on camera went viral. On Saturday, it was business as usual for Vicky T. and her 
father, Sophat, at the Best Donuts on Trimmier Road. Just days before, a fight between 
Vicky and an Ellison High School student was recorded and posted to social media. “He 
was just like throwing his stuff around, mocking me, I’m trying to take care of customers 
and he’s in the background," she told News 10. She says the fight stemmed from the 
student not wanting to leave the shop. Her father also said the donut shop was packed 



with students when the fight happened Thursday. “The boy stands right there and tries 
to repeat what she’s saying. Trying to make funny noises or whatever," Sophat said. 
How the incident turn into a massive brawl? “I keep telling him to leave and he won’t 
leave, so I go around over there, he’s throwing his stuff around and one thing led to 
another," Vicky said. In an earlier report, a witness told News 10 that he heard the 
student being called names. When asked about any name calling, Vicky acknowledged 
that words were exchanged and then there was a confrontation. The boy returned with 
his two adult family members, which is where the recorded video picks up. Killeen ISD 
officials confirmed that the student is no longer enrolled in the district. Those plans were 
already in the works due to family reasons before this incident, the district said.

Feds: Man arrested here made ‘daddy-daughter’ porn with NY teen
Dec. 18, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (4-minutes) 
Billy Harmon Dunn, 48, who was arrested in September after authorities tracked a 
missing New York teenager to a trailer park in the small Limestone County town of 
Kosse, has been charged with interstate transportation of a minor to engage in illegal 
sexually activity and production of child pornography, federal prosecutors say. Dunn 
was held in the Limestone County Jail until Dec. 4, when federal authorities took 
custody of him and the complaint against him was unsealed. KWTX obtained a copy of 
the sexually explicit complaint in which a special agent in the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation's Violent Crimes Against Children division describes evidence he says 
supports Dunn's desire to exploit the minor (JANE DOE) online by promoting a 
pornographic 'daddy-daughter' relationship. According to investigators, Dunn met the 
victim through an adult website under an account with the username "daddydrill1982." 
The complaint alleges, Dunn had the underage teen send him sexually explicit photos to 
prove she wasn't using a "fake profile" and later asked if she liked the idea of having sex 
on camera "while a bunch of guys watch." "People can watch all they want, but that is 
daddy's f***in' p***y," the document states. "Go to your mirror, smile for daddy and lift 
your shirt...I showed u my c**k and face in the same pic...I wanna see your ti****s and 
face together...I don't care how old u really are...16 is legal here." The Texas Penal 
Code defines "child" as a person younger than 17 years of age, however.

Abuse center director shocked by recent acts of domestic violence 
Dec. 26, 6p.m., PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
As 4-year-old Corden Fidler continues to fight to recover after he was severely wounded 
in a shooting in Temple in which his mother, Shelly Splittgerber, 36, and grandmother, 
Sherry Gray, 64, were killed, advocates are reiterating their advice to domestic abuse 
victims to get out of danger while they can. Matthew Splittgerber opened fire on his 
estranged wife and her son, as they left their house early on Dec. 20 across from Lamar 
Middle School in Temple. He then killed the older woman inside the home before taking 
his own life. The next day in Corsicana, Rosalio Mendoza shot and killed his estranged 
wife, Vanessa Mendoza, 27, and her sister, Nancy Castillo, 28, before turning his gun 
on himself. All three died at the scene. Kathy Reid, Executive Director of the Family 
Abuse Center in Waco said Wednesday she's shocked at the acts of violence 
committed in Central Texas calling them stark reminders of how domestic violence goes 
on all year round.



WEATHER AWARENESS

Weather Service: Central Texas storm produced two tornadoes
Oct. 10. 5a, 6a, 12p, 5p, 6p, 9p & 10p, Live weather cut-ins, Live-reports, Live-
VOSOTS, Live-PKGS, KWTX News Crew, (30-minutes)
The powerful storm that rumbled through Central Texas Tuesday produced two 
tornadoes rather than one, the National Weather Service said Thursday. The two EF-0 
tornadoes touched down Tuesday northwest of Crawford. The short-lived tornadoes 
caused only minor tree damage along Highway 317. Neither was on the ground for long. 
Students at both Crawford schools were moved from classrooms into hallways for about 
45 minutes after the tornado warning was issued.

Weather service confirms 3 tornadoes touched down in Central Texas
Oct. 15. 5p, 6p, 9p 10p, VO, News Staff (3-minutes)
The National Weather Service confirmed Monday that three tornadoes touched down as 
powerful storms rumbled through Central Texas Saturday. A fourth damage path was 
produced by high straight-line winds, the weather service said. The first tornado, an EF-
0 with winds of 85 miles per hour, touched down at 12:47 p.m. Saturday just southwest 
of Waxahachie High School three miles west northwest of Waxahachie in Ellis County 
and was on the ground for about a minute. The tornado damaged a window and bay 
door, broke out car windows, bent three parking lot lights and three signs and tossed a 
school trailer into a field about 50 yards away.      About two-dozen students who were 
inside the school escaped injury. The second tornado touched down at 12:52 p.m. 
Saturday four miles south-southwest of Hillsboro and was on the ground for less than a 
minute. The EF-0 tornado, with winds of 80 miles per hour, damaged homes and trees. 
The third tornado touched down at 1:02 p.m. Saturday three miles south-southeast of 
Hillsboro.

Multiple days of rain lead to flooding dangers throughout central Texas
Oct. 16, 12p, 5p, 6p, 9p, 10p
area rivers and streams are bursting at the seams as heavy rain over the last few days 
cause the Leon River in Coryell County near Mound to spill over their banks. KWTX has 
multiple crews reporting for the most affected areas. Our weather team is providing an 
updated list of road closures and areas to avoid through our digital platforms and on the 
air. Officials are urging people to heed the advice to “turn around and don’t drown.”
Widespread road flooding was reported Tuesday in parts of Central Texas as the rain 
continues to fall and the levels of rivers, creeks and streams rise. Most of the problems 
Tuesday were occurring in areas west of Interstate 35. Showers are likely through the 
day Tuesday and Wednesday, but rain chances should begin to taper off Wednesday 
night. Rain is possible, however, through the first part of the weekend. 
Bell County 
Water covers the I-35 frontage road at Confederate Park in Belton. Both the northbound 
and southbound frontage roads are closed near Central Avenue and northbound at 
Avenue H.
The level of Nolan Creek is over the low-water crossing in the Shirttail Bend area
Salado Creek is out of its banks. Chisolm Trail and South Ridge low water crossings 



closed.
Bosque County 
Flood warning: North Bosque River at Valley Mills. At 8:45 the stage was 28.37’, and is 
forecasted to rise to near 37’ by this evening. Flood stage is 36’
City of Clifton statement: Riverside Drive is under water and has a swift current washing 
over it. The River is predicted to rise a considerable amount throughout the day and 
potentially reach 29’, which is slightly higher than we saw in 2015, but still 9’-10’ below 
the levels reached during the flood in 1991. We do not expect it to reach a level in which 
local evacuations are necessary, but every precaution should be taken by those who 
live near the river or may visit the vicinity of the river. We have barricades up blocking 
off roads that are hazardous due to high water. The bridge on riverside and the bridge 
on 219 are open and safe to travel.
Coryell County
Flood warning: Leon River near Gatesville. At 8:45 the stage was 27.37’, and is 
forecasted to rise to near 31’ by this evening. Flood stage is 22’. Areas along HWY 84 
and neighborhoods near this river will be impacted.
Flood warning: Cowhouse Creek near Pidcoke. At 8:30 the stage was 18.22’, and is 
forecasted to rise to near 29’ by this evening. Flood stage is 20’
State Highway 236 at the Leon River is closed
FM 1829 at the Leon River is closed.
FM 1829 1/2 mile south of FM 107, water reported over the roadway.
FM 18 and FM 929 in the Coryell City area are closed.
Water covers FM 1829 in Mound
Water is flowing over Grimes Crossing in Copperas Cove.
Heavy water is reported on North 116 just north of Copperas Cove
Smith Creek flooded on Highway 36 south of Gatesville near Mound.
Hamilton County 
Flood warning: Leon River near Hamilton. At 9:17 the stage was 27.72’, and is 
forecasted to rise to near 33’ by this evening. Flood stage is 26’. Areas along HWY 281 
will be impacted and may be flooded.
Lampasas County 
Flood warning: Lampasas River near Kempner. At 8:45 the stage was 15.43’, and is 
forecast to rise to near 25’ by this afternoon. Flood stage is 18’. Areas along HWY 190 
may be impacted.
Low-water crossing in the City of Lampasas are closed due to water over the roadways. 
The roads closed are Hackberry Street, Naruna Road by the Golf Course and South 
Willis Street by the tennis courts.
Multiple low water closures across the county: the biggest ones are where the 
Lampasas River crosses Highway 190 near Kempner and FM 2313 north of there at 
Brooks Crossing. 
The Lampasas ISD says Wednesday's middle school football games have been 
cancelled.
San Saba County
Flood warning: Colorado River near San Saba. At 9:00 the stage was 20.5’, and is 
forecast to rise to 36.6’ by this evening. Flood stage is 30’
Any county road that crosses dry creek bed is closed.



Just about any road with low water crossing is closed.
High water is reported on both U.S. 190 and State Highway 16 through San Saba.
The start of San Saba ISD classes was delayed by 2 hours Tuesday. 

Cattle rescued from field as Central Texas river rises
Oct. 17, 9PM & 10PM, Live-VOSOT, PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
The rising river levels in Bosque County led to a dangerous situation for livestock stuck 
in a pasture in Valley Mills. Close to two-dozen head of cattle at the bottom of the North 
Bosque River had to be wrangled and moved to higher ground around 2pm Tuesday. 
“They were stranded, there was no way for them to get to higher pastures, so if the 
water would have kept coming into the pasture further they would have gotten really 
stuck, or really hurt, or washed away,” said owner Jennifer Pliscott. Pliscott, the co-
owner of Valley Mills Feed & Hardware, said the cattle, mostly heifers, were safely 
transported to a friend’s property up FM 56 thanks to help from community members 
who helped as firefighters shutdown roads.

Surge of water from dam release causes widespread flooding
Oct. 19. 5p & 6p, Live-VOSOTS and Live-Interview, John Carroll (4-minutes) 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers began releasing water late Thursday night from the 
Lake Proctor Dam and the surge raced down the Leon River toward Gatesville at 1,100 
cubic feet per second, leaving the old Leon River bridge submerged just blocks from the 
Coryell County Courthouse. Water was already covering the road in two spots on FM 
116 between Gatesville and Copperas Cove and authorities were warning drivers to 
exercise caution. Sheriff's deputies responded late Friday afternoon to a report a 
woman was stranded after trying to negotiate a low-water crossing on Bald Knob Road 
off FM 116, but learned the woman had been pulled to safety. The Leon, which crested 
Thursday and had somewhat receded overnight, will be flowing with abandon again 
Friday afternoon, but Coryell County Judge John Firth said while the river might rise a 
bit, there’s no fear of inundation.

Cleanup begins after major Central Texas flooding
Oct. 22. 5pm & 6pm, Live-VOSOTS, Live-PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes)
Crews were clearing debris Monday from a Coryell County farm-to-market road that was 
closed for most of last week because of flooding from persistent heavy rains. FM 1829 
in Mound was covered by water from the swollen Leon River, which spread beyond its 
banks to flood thousands of acres. The road has been reopened and crews were using 
heavy machinery Monday to clear debris.

Freeze warning issued as Central Texas temperatures fall
Nov. 12, 12pm, 5pm, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, Live weather reports, Sean Bellafiore, Elliot 
Wilson & Rusty Garrett (8-minutes +)
A freeze warning is in effect overnight in Central Texas as temperatures are expected to 
fall into the upper 20s with wind chill readings as low as 18. The cold snap will continue 
until the middle of the week. The Salvation Army at 419 West Avenue G in Temple is 
opening a warming station at 6 p.m. Monday. Overnight it will be mostly cloudy with 
north winds of 15 to 20 miles per hour. Temperatures will rise only into the lower 40s 

https://www.kwtx.com/content/news/Freeze-warning-issued-as-Central-Texas-temperatures-fall-500303141.html


Tuesday. Tuesday night will be mostly clear with lows in the upper 20s. Temperatures 
will rise into the upper 40s on Wednesday under a sunny sky before dropping into the 
lower 30s overnight.

Salvation Army rethinks criteria for opening local warming centers 
Nov. 12, 5pm, 6pm, 9pm & 10pm, VOSOT, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
The Salvation Army of Waco has revised its criteria for opening local warming centers. 
The organization announced Monday, that it will open the centers for people when the 
high temperature for the day is less than 40 degrees. In the past, the temperature had 
to be at least at the freezing mark, but volunteers realized that temperatures even a little 
warmer that 32 degrees can still be dangerous for the homeless or people who work 
outdoors. "I don't think people realize how quickly hypothermia can set in. We are 
asking people to come in out of the cold,” Diana Barrett, with the Salvation Army said.

CONSUMER & HEALTH

Restaurant Report Card, Thursday 8/2/18
Oct. 4, 6pm, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30)
Happy Harvest is a local farm-to-table establishment. They recently made an 82 when 
health inspectors came in. Food didn't have a date, there were no visible sanitizer 
buckets in the food prep area and the food manager had no documentation that she 
was in fact the food manger on site. They went back a week later and the Happy 
Harvest scored a 97. El Conquistador in Waco also makes a ‘B’ with a score of 88. Two 
food managers and an employee had expired food cards from 2016 and 2017. They 
said they took the course but never got the cards. The inspector found food without a 
name or date in the cooler, but she couldn't find a hand washing sign at the kitchen sink. 
All violations were corrected 12 days later. Jack and Jill donuts on Sparta road in Belton 
makes a 90. The inspector found open bags of flour sitting on the floor, which makes 
the flour susceptible to contamination. Also the mixer wasn't cleaned prior to the baker 
leaving, which was a repeat violation for them. The Clean Plate Award goes to Pablos 
Tex Mex Restaurant on East 6th Street in Belton. 

Restaurant Report Card, Thursday 10/11/18
Oct. 112, 6pm, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30)
The Domino’s Pizza in Harker Heights made an 88 on their most recent inspection. Five 
pounds of chicken, a pound and a half of cheese and a pound of sliced beef were 
thrown away because they were temping warm. The manager discovered the unit was 
unplugged and nothing was safe to eat inside of it. Almost half of their employees did 
not have food certification cards. They will have a follow up this week Cici's Pizza in 
Waco is the lowest score of the week with a 77. The salad bar was the main issue 
because it wasn't keeping anything cold, forcing the restaurant to throw out salad mix, 
olives, tomatoes and beets. The floor was visibly dirty and one employee went from 
being on their phone to making pizzas without washing their hands. The restaurant had 
two re inspections and scored a 95, the salad bar was having problems at last check. 
Pizza Pro in Mart didn't have as many food issues as they did equipment problems. For 
example, the pizza oven was having problems ventilating, so the owner wrapped a tarp 



around it and then put fans underneath to help the airflow, but it actually could cause 
contamination problems not to mention the fire hazard. The inspector also noticed a lot 
of duct tape being used, like on the ice machine and the side of the cooler. They were 
re-inspected in 24 hours and had corrected all of the major issues. This week's Clean 
Plate award goes to Fat Boy Pizza truck. They are known for their crazy toppings like 
their legendary Baked Potato Pizza. Follow them on Facebook to see where they are 
setting up next. 

Surging Central Texas streams, rivers could contain some nasty stuff
Oct. 17, 5PM & 6PM, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (3-minutes) With several 
more days of rain ahead, Central Texas streams and rivers are swollen and full of 
debris you can see as well as some potentially nasty stuff you can’t. Experts said debris 
and possible contaminants from upstream moved their way down. Brazos River 
Authority Laboratory Manager Dr. Ahmed Kadry said bacteria such as E. coli and 
salmonella can wash into waterways along with such chemicals as pesticides and 
herbicides. "There are a lot of ranches and agricultural land that border our streams and 
even the Brazos River itself and Leon River. All that so when it runs off, the secretions, 
the cow patties, the dog's poop, all of that gets washed into the stream. That's where 
the major source of bacteria would be." Contaminated water could be harmful to the 
health of people who come into contact with it, especially those with open wounds, he 
said. Young people, the elderly, and people with weakened immune systems could be 
at a greater risk of health complications if they are infected with these bacteria.

Restaurant Report Card, Thursday 10/18/18
Oct. 19, 6pm, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30)
Yank Sing on Southwest H.K. Dodgen Loop in Temple got a 93. They've made several 
appearances on the report card. This time five pounds of beef was thrown away after an 
inspector saw 2 flies on an uncovered bowl in the wok area. Since they took immediate 
action no follow up was required. Teal's Ribs and Soul food is new to Franklin Ave. in 
Waco, but the health department is no stranger. Since September they've been working 
to have the proper paperwork and permits. During one of the walk-throughs, the 
inspector found maggots in a pot in the kitchen and more in the walk-in freezer. They 
had other small violations like no bleach testing strips but they finally made an 89 and 
were allowed to open. Double D Cafe on East Veterans Memorial BLVD made an 88 on 
their most recent inspection. The inspector opened the ice machine, and found more 
than frozen water, employees were storing water, juice and half in half in there. A big 
no-no. They also lost points because their dish washer wasn't properly sanitizing, and 
their freezer was dirty. This week's Clean Plate award goes to Red Robin in Killeen. You 
can find anything from eggs to pineapple on their burgers, and Don't forget to sign up for 
their loyalty program for freebies. 

Waco: Faith leaders talk depression and suicide at seminar
Oct. 21, 10pm, PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes)
Local leaders in the Latino community joined with faith leaders on Sunday to tackle the 
giants of depression and suicide. It's a conversation that leaders say is important to 
have in our communities, especially in church. The goal was also to help people 



understand that getting help doesn't mean your faith is less. "It's not a lack of faith 
issue…it's how you are responding and reacting to life and the storms you are going 
through and the different things you can do to get better," said Joe Padilla with Mental 
Health Grace Alliance. Pastor Ruben Andrade, of Family of Faith Worship, says he 
recently found out that members of his own congregation were dealing with suicide 
issues.

Restaurant Report Card for Week of October 25 
Oct. 25, 6pm, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30) 
Mandarin Express inside the Richland Mall Food court in Waco is the lowest score of 
the week with a 68. The inspector pulled out a black chunk from the rice, and 
discovered the clump was being held together by mold. They were storing utensils in a 
sanitizer bucket. There was no date or name on food in the walk in fridge and several 
items were covered with plastic wrap, which is a violation due to the risk of botulism. 
They were inspected a few days later and had corrected all violations. Cafe Cappuccino 
on Richland drive in Waco scores an 89 this month. The inspector found mold lines in 
the corners and in the cracks of the ice machine. The ceiling was also leaking during the 
visit, but the manager was quick to call a repair man out and that same manager 
labeled a purple liquid that inside a bottle. They corrected all of the issues. Now to a few 
follow-ups. Inspectors went back to Yank Sing in Temple and said the flies were gone 
and all other violations were corrected. They also circled back around with the Dominos 
in Harker Heights, which was using a cooler that wasn't plugged in. Now it’s fixed, but 
they didn't have a thermometer in the cooler and scored a 98. This week's Clean Plate 
award goes to the Backyard Bar Stage and Grill on South 8th Street in Waco. They 
specialize in live music but don't shy away from ordering a slider while you're there. 

Local districts set to comply with UIL concussion report requirement
Oct. 25, 6p, PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes) 
Major Central Texas school districts say they’re set to comply with a University 
Interscholastic League requirement to submit individual concussion reports on athletes 
in all sports effective Aug, 1, 2019. The UIL issued the order Monday requiring the 
reports from 6A schools. Texas Education Commissioner Mike Morath must still sign off 
on the requirement. The reports, which include more than a dozen questions about 
each player, will be sent to researchers at the O'Donnell Brain Institute at the University 
of Texas Southwestern Medical Center, which says its one goal is to determine how to 
better protect the athletes. “Each (6A school) will be documenting that in a system that 
will give some basic demographics and information on how the concussion occurred so 
they can have that data,” Temple High School athletic trainer, Windee Skrabanek said.

Restaurant Report Card for week of November 8, 2018
Nov. 8, 6pm, PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
Chopsticks #5 on Wooded Acres in Waco makes an 86. The inspector found a can of 
raid in the kitchen and food sitting on the floor of the walk-in freezer. The floor under the 
soda fountain was filthy and the inspector told the manager that if the violations weren't 
corrected that would be charged a fee of $85.00. They were re-inspected and made a 
99. In Killeen, Fernanda's Mexican restaurant made a 97. They lost one point after the 



inspector found rodent droppings in the kitchen and another for having dirty racks in the 
cooler. They also had to get a repairman to fix their walk-in cooler fan. The lowest score 
of the week is in Hewitt. The fairly new Mexicano Grille fails with a 65. Beef fajitas, 
guacamole, cheese, ham, and eggs were not temping properly. Shrimp was thawing in 
large pots in standing water and there was a brown slimy substance inside the ice 
machine. They also had a mint plant on a shelf above barbecue sauce with the lid open, 
exposed to dirt and leaves, and finally, they didn't have certified manager on duty.

Killeen: New Walmart program gives military spouses preference in hiring 
Nov.12, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
A new program that will give preference in hiring to military spouses was announced 
Monday by Walmart. The retail giant says the program, Military Spouse Career 
Connection, is an effort to recruit and hire military spouses. In Killeen, there is one 
military spouse who has benefited from Walmart for more than 20 years. Lucy Opacki 
has had to move across the country -- from Alaska, to Louisiana and back to Texas. “I 
transferred to different locations when my husband was deployed and I always knew 
that I have a secured job," Opacki said. "Not only a job, I also have a career to follow 
with Walmart." But life wasn’t always easy as a military spouse. The mother of two 
credits the retail giant with giving her stability in a job and peace of mind. “There’s many 
hardships that women in the military, spouses face. One of them is leaving their 
families, their friends, their homes, their jobs. Not only that, their careers put on hold," 
she said. After her husband returned to Fort Hood and Killeen, she was able to transfer 
back to the Walmart Supercenter on West Stan Schlueter Loop.

Marlin: Boil order lifted after leaks interrupted water service
Nov. 13, 9pmm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes) A citywide 
boil order issued Tuesday in Marlin after leaks in a 12-inch water main interrupted 
service was lifted Friday. Marlin schools were closed Wednesday after the main break 
left parts of the city without water service and crews worked to repair a second break 
discovered early Wednesday morning that resulted in more outages. Mindful of the 
crisis that left the city without water service for weeks in 2015, some residents 
expressed heightened concern about the latest loss of service. "What happened in 2015 
was a water plant issue, it was not a water line issue, we have water line breakage 
every week, this just happened to be one of the main ones that comes through the city," 
Marlin Mayor John Keefer said. A catastrophic failure at the water plant on Thanksgiving 
Day 2015 resulted in a week without water for the small town and nearly two months of 
boil orders.

Company plans Central Texas expansion, adding more than 250 new jobs 
Nov. 14, 5pm, VO, Sarah Bey (1-minute)
East Penn Manufacturing Co., a leading U.S. battery manufacturer, plans to expand its 
distribution center on Charter Oaks Drive in Temple, constructing a new facility, making 
a $106 million capital investment and creating 266 new jobs, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
announced Wednesday. A Texas Enterprise grant offer of 1,356,600 was extended to 
the company, Abbott said. “We are excited about East Penn’s expressed intention to 



invest in our 305-acre, shovel ready industrial park, Temple Economic Development 
Corporation President and CEO Adrian Cannady said.

Shop owners call Small Business Saturday a success
Nov. 25, 6pm & 10pm, VOSOT & PKG, Christy Soto (3-minutes)
This Saturday, small businesses throughout Central Texas took part in Small Business 
Saturday. In Killeen, the Business Resource Center held its third annual Small Business 
Saturday event. Vendors set up booths to showcase their products and services, they 
sold anything from candles to clothing and food. “Killeen is just super supportive of their 
local communities and small business and so I love to come out here and set up and 
offer great deals for the community but also go and shop with the other vendors that are 
here and see what they're doing,” vendor Darlene Beckett said. Downtown Waco is also 
booming with small businesses. Spice Village owner, Jennifer Wilson said this weekend 
is one of her favorites. “Small Business Saturday really brings the community together 
and says hey go out and support your local mom and pop shops, support your local 
retailers and go out and give back to the community,” Wilson said. Wilson dreamed of 
owning her own store and 21 years ago she would have never thought she would be 
where she is today. 

Waco: Online retail therapy comes at a price if you’re not careful 
Nov. 26, 5pm, 6pm & 9pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (3-minutes)
From now until well into the new year online shoppers will type, search, and click their 
way into a buying frenzy, but retail therapy comes at a price if you are not careful. "So it 
is an exciting day and as a cybersecurity professional I do the same thing. I shop on 
Amazon. I shop on Walmart. I shop on Sam's but one thing I never do is click on 
something in an email that was sent to me by Walmart or Amazon or anything like that. 
A lot of times those things can be weaponized,” said Richard Martin with Sentinel Cyber 
Intelligence in Waco. He warns that while you are looking for deals, hackers are 
searching for easy prey. He said recently a ransomware program dubbed Emotet has 
been attacking vulnerable devices. "An Emotet is designed to gather banking 
credentials and in one case that we worked in Texarkana, it actually grabbed Amazon 
credentials and sent a laptop to Florida." He explained there are lots of mistakes people 
make that leave them exposed to cyber-attacks. To surf safely, experts advise, that you 
don't click on links in emails unless you trust the source and don't click on ads on 
websites you visit.

Restaurant Report Card for week of November 29 
Nov. 29, 6pm, PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
The lowest score of the week is from Bella Luna Italian Bistro with a 77. It’s located 
where the old Chili's used to be on Bosque Boulevard in Waco. In the cooler inspectors 
found a bloody steak on the shelf above ready to eat foods and raw chicken on the shelf 
above lemons. There were also spider webs and dust at the bottom of the shelf holding 
the clean dishes and mold in the soda fountain nozzles. Cooks were seen using the top 
of a rusted can on the stove to warm up food but immediately stopped when told it was 
out of code. Two days later when inspectors returned they got a 98. Viewers asked us 
to look into the Great American Cookie Company at the Killeen Mall. A complaint 



alleged the establishment had roaches and expired seasoning was being used. Several 
pictures were sent to the health department for inspectors. They showed a roach on a 
raw cookie cake and another one on the edge of the sink. When inspectors went to 
check things out they said there was no evidence of roaches at the establishment. On 
the allegation of expired pretzel seasonings being used from 2017, the health 
department said it’s more of a quality issue not a food safety issue. The owner elected 
to throw all 3 bags out to be on the safe side. Since this was a complaint, there was no 
formal inspection. This week's Clean Plate award goes to Pie Peddlers in Waco.

Before you give the dog peanut butter, check the label, local vet says
Nov. 29, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT & PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
Most dogs love peanut butter, but before you give your pet a dollop, check the label for 
an ingredient that experts say could be deadly to canines. The issue is not the peanut 
butter itself, but what might have been added to it, veterinarian Dr. Britt Clay of the 
Coryell Vet Clinic in Gatesville says. "We have pet clients that take medications that 
their owners hide inside globs of peanut butter," Clay said. "Especially medications for 
thyroid or heart problems that have to be taken once, maybe twice every day and 
peanut butter is an excellent way to get those pills down them." Natural peanut butter 
isn't as problem, but any peanut butter, or other nut butter, that contains Xylitol, an 
alcohol sugar sweetener, can be lethal to canines, the Center for Veterinary Medicine at 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration says. Xylitol seems not to be an issue for cats 
because felines don't have a sweet tooth, anyway, and tend not to eat sweet-tasting 
things. Food experts say when peanut butter manufacturers do things like reduce fats 
and sugars, they have to add things like Xylitol to replace what they took out. In fact, so 
serious is the problem that FDA issued a national warning on Oct. 25, making dog 
owners aware of the Xylitol issue, not only found in peanut butters, but also in sugar-
free chewing gums, breath mints, baked goods, cough syrup, children's and adult 
chewable vitamins, mouthwash, toothpaste, over-the-counter medicines, dietary 
supplements and sugar-free desserts.

Local clinic closed as effects of bankruptcy filing ripple through region
Dec. 5, 6pm, PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
The doors of a Temple medical clinic were closed Wednesday as the effects of a 
bankruptcy filing by Little River Healthcare Holdings LLC and seven affiliated companies 
rippled through the region. Patients arriving Wednesday morning at Little River 
Healthcare King Daughter's Clinic at 1905 SW H.K. Dodgen Loop were turned away by 
clinic staffers and told the clinic was closing. A doctor who asked not to be identified say 
staffers were notified Wednesday morning that they were being laid off. Kesha Spluaa, 
a patient for three years, says the closure came as a shock. "Looks like I need to find 
another primary care physician," Spluaa said. The only patients allowed in were people 
picking up items from the clinic's pharmacy. "I am disappointed because I need to find a 
new doctor and my wife need to find a new doctor. This hurts me now because I don't 
know what to do," patient Dece Vanderbogart said. Austin Retina Associate has a 
satellite office inside the clinic. The retina specialist, Dr. Peter Nixon, was seeing 
patients Wednesday morning at the clinic. Calls to Little River Healthcare facilities 
including the Temple Surgery Center, Temple Women’s Center, Harker Heights 



Women’s Center, Killeen Spine Program, Killeen Clinic and Salado Medical Clinic 
weren’t answered Wednesday, but an automated message played that said, “Due to an 
unfortunate turn of events, Little River Health will be shutting its doors immediately." The 
message provides instructions for patients on how to request copies of their medical 
records. Along with instructions on how patients can request copy of their medical 
records. Two hospitals in Cameron and Rockdale and three affiliated clinics could close 
within days, as a result of the bankruptcy filing.

Temple: City leaders pass plan for redevelopment of downtown buildings 
Dec. 6, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, & Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
It has been months in the making, now downtown Temple is set to receive a makeover 
to bring modern amenities to the area. At a city council meeting Thursday, members 
approved a $6 million economic development agreement between the city, Temple 
Historic Arcadia Theatre, Inc., and Turner Behringer Development Company for the 
redevelopment of the Hawn Hotel, Arcadia Theater, and the Sears building properties. 
The new plan comes after a failed agreement with a previous developer last year. 
Those plans were scrapped after the developer failed to meet timelines in the 
agreement, officials said. With the economic development, new modern-day shopping, 
entertainment and food options will have a home in downtown Temple. "Residents of 
Temple will be able to see these buildings back to life. They will be able to go to a 
performing arts performance at the Arcadia again, they’ll be able to eat at a restaurant 
at the Hawn," said city manager Brynn Myers. "There will be life and residential units 
downtown.” The Hawn Hotel has stood empty since the 70s. City council also approved 
a tax abatement agreement for the Hawn and Arcadia properties that will phase in the 
property tax revenue associated with the redevelopment over a 10-year period. 
Construction of the project is slated for 2019 with completion in three years. Phase Two 
of the project, which involves the Sears building, will start after.

Restaurant Report Card for week of December 13
Dec. 13, 6pm, PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
Chopsticks in Robinson was trying to renew their health permit last month when they 
scored an 85. Containers were left open in the fridge and some didn't even have labels 
on them, but that wasn't all. Dry ingredients and chemicals were also unlabeled. A wire 
colander on the shelf still had food residue on it from the last time it was used. The soda 
nozzles were full of buildup and cough medicine was sitting above food. A few days 
later they were re-inspected and got the “OK” to renew their permit. Hooters in Killeen 
got a 92 recently. They had several repeat violations including dirty cutting boards, food 
and oil residue under the fryer and filthy trash cans. The inspector says they need to 
deep clean in the kitchen as several areas were noted as being dirty, including the soda 
machine, mop area, and walk-in freezer. They will have a follow up inspection and we'll 
keep you posted on the new grade. There was food on the floor of the fridge and freezer 
at La Mexicana Meat Market on Richland drive in Waco. They walk away with an 88. 
The inspector says the walk-in meat fridge smelled like trash. Another meat fridge 
wasn't working, but the manager had already called a repair man to fix it. They were 
also missing several thermometers throughout the whole place. Within 5 days all the 
violations had been corrected. This week's Clean Plate award goes to Petty's BBQ in 



Killeen.

Low gas prices good news for consumers, not for producers
Dec. 19, 6pm, Live-PKG, John Carroll (2-minutes)
Falling prices at the pump are being met with smiles by consumers, but if they remain 
low for a while, Waco economist Dr. Ray Perryman says it will affect the Texas oil 
industry. “Yes, we feel that Texas will lose some jobs if we have a sustained price this 
low, but on balance it's not going to be the type of wrenching back-and-forth that we’ve 
seen in the past." Perryman says recent discoveries in the Permian Basin have helped 
the United States climb to the top in world oil production. About 60 percent of the 
increase in domestic production is coming out of the Permian Basin, he said, “and that 
news will keep Texas very stable.” The price at the pump as dropped to less than $2 a 
gallon. "I think it's a great thing,” said Chad Muschaweck, who was filling up his truck 
Wednesday at a local 7-Eleven store. “Gas has been really expensive and I live up in 
Dallas, most of the time it's real cheap up there right now so I think it's a great thing for 
Waco right now,” he said. Looming trade wars are also having effect on prices, 
Perryman said.

Laws now require hospitals post prices online
Dec. 31, 10:00 p.m., PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
Starting Tuesday, January 1, 2019, federal laws are requiring hospitals post prices for 
their services online. Government officials are aiming to alleviate some of the shock 
patients feel when they get their medical bills and to help better educate them on the 
real costs of healthcare. Ron English was admitted to a hospital last summer for a 
procedure after being diagnosed with atrial fibrillation. "The one that was checking me in 
says ‘OK your co-pay is $1200.’ I said, ‘What? $1200?’ They said, ‘would you like to pay 
that now or do you want us to bill you?’ I said, ‘yes you will have to bill me on that one," 
English said. He still hasn't gotten the bill yet. He knows the $1200 co-pay bill is coming. 
But like many Americans he's unsure of what his out-of-pocket expense is after 
insurance kicks in. For decades, finding out the costs of medical services and 
procedures beforehand has been challenging for patient. "I think the lack of 
transparency and the lack of education around some of these issues results in artificially 
inflating prices which translates to higher insurance premiums for all of us and higher 
health care costs for all of us." Advocates have said the new laws could drive up 
competitive prices for services, which may drive costs down. "We want patients to know 
that they have choices when it comes to their healthcare and medical imaging, and we 
are excited to offer a more affordable choice." A word of caution, experts said while you 
may see a suggested price for the service, it may not be the price negotiated between 
hospitals and insurance companies. Patients are urged to contact their insurer for more 
information.


