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Description of Issues of Concern to Boston, MA 
Addressed in Responsive Programming in the 1st QUARTER, 2020 
Airing Sundays 6am to 7am – Greater Boston Today / Viewpoints 

 
1. Public Health / Coronavirus / Degenerative Diseases / Fitness / Nutrition – 

The need to understand Coronavirus (COVID-19), how it’s spread, and what the 
health implications are. Understanding why Coronavirus has led to a state of 
emergency in Massachusetts. The importance of safeguarding from Coronavirus 
to keep the spread to a minimum. The need to understand Alzheimer's disease. 
The need for community support for Alzheimer patients and their families. The 
beneficial effects of getting exercise in any quantity. The need to limit sugar in 
the diet. 

 
2. Health Care / Cancer Care / Community / Health Costs / Medicine - The need 

to raise money for research in the fight against cancer. The need for quality 
cancer care. The importance of support for families affected by cancer. The need 
for the health care system in the U.S. to offer high quality care that’s affordable.  

 
3. Employment / Job Search / Mental Health at Work – The need to be ready for 

a job search. The importance of being effective in a job interview. Understanding 
what things can help you get a job. The importance of balancing your work life 
with home life in the interest of mental health. The need to take a step back from 
work stresses to be more effective in your work and life. 

 
4. Online Safety / Identity Theft / Internet Scams –The issue of scams involving 

online peer to peer payment services. The need to be aware of new scams being 
used that prey on people’s insecurities. Ways to be careful with your personal 
information. 

 
5. Economy / Taxes / Business – The need to understand current tax rules. 

Making sure you are not paying too much for taxes. The importance of using all 
applicable tax deductions and tax credits. Understanding why economics are 
causing more college graduates to live at home. How upstart brands are taking 
business away from more established brands. 

 
6. Public Safety / Domestic Abuse / Distracted Driving – The need to help 

victims of domestic abuse get back on their feet. The dangers of domestic abuse. 
The dangers of distracted driving and how a new law in Massachusetts should 
help.  

 
7. Government / Politics / Elections / Military – Understanding the U.S. census 

and why it’s important for democracy. The importance of understanding the 
electoral system. Understanding the role of the military and how it’s been used. 
Understanding what type of a President George Washington was. Making sense 
of political news. 

 



 

 

 

8. Mental Health / Coronavirus Related Issues / Substance Abuse / 
Organization / Productivity – The need to have activities when you’re shut in 

because of the Coronavirus outbreak. Understanding the importance of staying 
positive for your mental health. The need to keep your life organized in order to 
maintain a clear head. Understanding how the mind makes us procrastinate. 
Understanding how people fall into addiction, and how it can affect their lives. 

 
9. Race and Gender Issues – Understanding what life was like for slaves in the 

U.S. What can be learned from the history of slavery in America. Understanding 
differences in how the brain works for men and women. 

 
10. Education – Making math more enjoyable so students learn more. 

Understanding whet barriers get in the way of a child learning. 
 

11. Legal Issues / Law Enforcement – Understanding how technology is being 
used in law enforcement. The legal ramifications with body cameras.  
 

12. Environment – Understanding why plant and animal species become extinct. 
What factors can lead to a species survival. 

  



 

 

 

WBZ-FM 
Programs That Address Community Issues 

(Regularly Scheduled Public Affairs Programs) 
Greater Boston Today / Viewpoints - First Quarter Report 2020 

 
 
Issue: Economy / Taxes – The need to understand current tax rules. Making sure you 
are not paying too much for taxes. The importance of using all applicable tax deductions 
and tax credits 
Aired: January 5, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 19 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: Now that we are in tax season, we thought it would be 
valuable to speak with a tax expert about making sure you’re approaching your 
taxes correctly. We spoke with tax expert Andrew Schwartz, who talked about how 
tax rules have changed, and went over ways to avoid over paying taxes. He talked 
about smart ways to save money for college and retirement, and how the tax laws 
can affect investments. 
 
Issue: Culture – Understanding why people get tattoos. 
Aired: January 5, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Humans have always practiced various forms of self-expression, 

whether that’s through written word, music, art or some other outlet. The art of tattooing 
is one such form that dates back to thousands of years ago. We speak with a history 
expert, Craig Koslofsky about some of the earliest tattoo designs and how they were 
achieved as well as other skin alteration methods including scarification and branding.  
Guest: Craig Koslofsky, history professor, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
author, Evening’s Empire: A History of the Night in Early Modern Europe.  
 
Issue: Technology / Social Media– Understanding how social media can be used to 

increase productivity. The dangers of overusing social media. 
Aired: January 5, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Being a college or professional athlete is hard enough. Throw on 
top of that the constant commentary online and it can sometimes be hard to look away 
from what people are saying. Two football players offer up their thoughts on the pros 
and cons of social media and how to stay focused and positive.  
Guests: Joshua Perry, former linebacker, Indianapolis Colts, San Diego Chargers, The 
Ohio State University. Johnny Davidson, senior quarterback, Washington University at 
St. Louis.  
 
Issue: Culture – Film 
Aired: January 5, 2020 



 

 

 

Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: A new year means a new lineup of highly anticipated movie 
releases. We cover some of the biggest films for 2020 from the new Top Gun sequel 
featuring Tom Cruise to Christopher Nolan’s new action movie, Tenet.  
 
Issue: Employment / Job Search – The need to be ready for a job search. The 
importance of being effective in a job interview. Understanding what things can help you 
get a job. 
Aired: January 12, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 23 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: There are lots of factors to consider when you’re looking for a 
job. We spoke with career coach Elizabeth Hayes about what you need to be 
thinking about. She talked about how to be most effective in a job interview, how to 
prepare, and ways you can help yourself even after the interview. 
 
Issue: Government – Understanding the U.S. census and why it’s so important for a 

democracy. 
Aired: January 12, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 6 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: The 2020 census is just around the corner. We speak with an 
employee from the U.S. Census Bureau about the importance of taking part in the 
nationwide survey and how the government is reaching students and their families 
through new in-school programs.  
Guest: Victoria Glasier, Chief of the Statistics in Schools Program, U.S. 2020 Census 
Bureau.  
 
Issue: Mental Health / Substance Abuse – Understanding how people fall into 

addiction, and how it can affect their lives. 
Aired: January 12, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Millions of Americans are addicted to alcohol and drugs, and 
many of them eventually end up unemployed, broken, separated from their families , 
and homeless. We talk to an author who’s battled alcohol and drug addiction for 
many years and finally found help through treatment. We also speak with a 
psychologist about the causes of addiction and why some people are more likely to 
become addicts than others. 
Guests: Ryan LaLumiere, psychologist, professor in the Psychology Dept., 
University of Iowa, and a specialist on addiction; Bob Allison, recovering addict, 
author of Saved by the Prince of Peace: Dungeon to Sky. 
 
Issue: Culture – Film 
Aired: January 12, 2020 



 

 

 

Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: We explore the new release, 1917 now playing in theaters. The 
new film, which is filmed acclaimed cinematographer, Roger Deakins, has an action-
packed storyline that does not disappoint.  
 
Issue: Public Safety / Identity Theft / Financial Scams – The need to be aware of 
new scams being used that prey on people’s insecurities. Ways to be careful with your 
personal information. 
Aired: January 19, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 16 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: It seems like every day there is a new scam and a new way 
that people are trying to cheat you out of your money or personal information. We 
spoke with Paula Fleming from the Better Business Bureau, who gave a rundown 
of the newest scams, including a new that involves someone claiming to be from 
the jury commission. She went over ways to tell when someone is trying to scam 
you. 
 
Issue: Culture – Literature 
Aired: January 19, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 12 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: In 1881, Lt. Adolphus Greely and 24 men set out on a voyage to 

explore the northernmost Polar Arctic where few had ventured before. The goal was to 
collect vast amounts of scientific data of the unknown region and hopefully reach the 
North Pole. But the expedition soon went awry when no resupply made it to the camp 
for two years and the men were left to fend for themselves. Starvation, frostbite and 
even tales of cannibalism soon followed in this historic tale of exploration and survival.  
Guest: Buddy Levy, author, Labyrinth of Ice: The Triumphant and Tragic Greely Polar 
Expedition.  
 
Issue: Economy – Understanding why economics are causing more college graduates 
to live at home. 
Aired: January 19, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 7 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Roughly 15 percent of 25 to 35-year-old’s are back living with their 

parents, according to a 2016 study by Pew Research Center – and this number is only 
on the rise. Higher rent, cost of living and student debt are all contributing factors, 
however, there are some young adults stuck in an unmotivated, directionless state 
labeled as “failure to launch” We break down the term and what parents can do to 
nudge their young adults along.  
Guest: Doctor Mark McConville, author, Failure to Launch: Why Your Twentysomething 
Hasn’t Grown Up...and What to Do About It.  
 



 

 

 

Issue: Culture – Literature 
Aired: January 19, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Author Dave Eggers has been a cult hero since his 2000 memoir A 
Heartbreaking Work of Staggering Genius took readers on a wild and enthralling ride. 
Now, almost two decades later, he’s still producing novels that push the boundaries of 
dialogue and prose.  
 
Issue: Public Health / Mental Health / Employment - The importance of balancing 

your work life with home life in the interest of mental health. The need to take a step 
back from stresses to be more effective in your work and life. 
Aired: January 26, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 24 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: It’s really easy to let work life consume you, and it can come at the 

expense of mental – and sometimes physical - health. When we get caught up in our 
work, we can get to the point where our job consumes us, and we forget to take a step 
back so we can get perspective. We spoke with author and life coach Ivan Meisner 
about ways we can find a better balance. He discussed the importance of going “screen 
free” every now and then, so you’re reminded that there’s more to life than your job. 
 
Issue: Public Health / Community - The need to understand Alzheimer's disease. The 
need for community support for Alzheimer patients and their families. 
Aired: January 26, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 6 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description:  Alzheimer's disease is an illness for which there is no cure, 

and more and more American families find themselves with loved ones dealing 
with the disease. We spoke with Charles Fuschillo, CEO of the Alzheimer's 
Foundation of America, about what it means to have a family member with 
Alzheimer's. He talked about what the demographics are for who is affected by the 
disease, and talked about what supports are in place for Alzheimer patients and 
their families.  
 
Issue: Mental Health – Understanding the importance of staying positive for your 

mental health. 
Aired: January 26, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: When life gets tough it can be hard to find gratitude and joy in the 
little things. We speak with two authors about how to take small steps each day in order 
to think positive and refocus on what’s important.  
Guests: Sarah Ban Breathnach, author, Simple Abundance: 365 Days to a Balanced 
and Joyful Life. Rachel Bertsche, journalist, author, The Kids Are in Bed: Finding Time 
for Yourself in the Chaos of Parenting.   



 

 

 

 
Issue: Public Health / Fitness– The beneficial effects of getting exercise in any 

qualtity. 
Aired: January 26, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Hate the stairmaster? Dread the treadmill? Exercise doesn’t have 
to be an anxiety-inducing, hour-long activity. It can be getting a group of friends together 
for an axe-throwing session or even going on a ten-minute walk during lunch. Each little 
bit of movement matters. We uncover how taking on a different mindset to activity can 
lead to better habits and a happier life.  
Guests: Kelly McGonigal, research psychologist, author, Joy of Movement: How 
Exercise Helps Us Find Happiness, Hope, Connection and Courage; Davonian 
Mackenzie, personal trainer, Southport Fitness in Lakeview, Chicago.  
 
Issue: Culture – Film 
Aired: January 26, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: This year’s Oscar nominations are out and there are some good 

contenders in the mix, but a few movies that were looked over. We delve into some of 
our favorite films from 2019 that didn’t make the nomination cut, but are still worth the 
watch.  
 
Issue: Economy / Taxes – The need to understand tax rules. Making sure you are not 
paying too much for taxes, and taking advantage of deductions and tax credits 
Aired: February 2, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 19 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: Many Americans are working on their taxes right now, and we 

thought some up to date tax information would be helpful. We spoke with Andrew 
Schwartz, who talked about how tax rules have changed, and went over ways to 
avoid over paying taxes. He talked about smart ways to save money for college 
and retirement, and how the tax laws can affect investments. 
 
Issue: Government / Military– Understanding the role of the military and how it’s been 

used through history. 
Aired: February 2, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 9 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: More than 75 years ago, a diverse set of men and women making 
up the Office of Strategic Services were united together in their determination to win 
World War II. Some served as government spies or propagandists and others gathered 
intelligence for army invasions. Whatever role they played, the OSS staff worked 
tirelessly for years and rose to the challenge wherever they were needed.  
Guest: Katie S. Sanders, freelance journalist & World War II expert. 



 

 

 

 
Issue: Government / Politics– Making sense of political news. 
Aired: February 2, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: It seems like lately political breaking news has hit an all-time high 

with all of the continuous impeachment coverage and campaign trail updates. While it’s 
important to be an informed citizen, what do you do with all of this knowledge? Is it 
leading to change? Could you do something better with your time?  
Guests: Eitan Hersh, associate professor, political science, Tufts University, author 
Politics is for Power: How to Move Beyond Political Hobbyism, Take Action, and Make 
Real Change; Naava Ellenberg, senior, Barnard University.  
 
Issue: Culture – Literature 
Aired: February 2, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: We explore Ian Reid’s horror novel, “I’m Thinking of Ending Things” 

that tops our list of scariest books of all time. It’s a quick read with a twisting plot that 
keeps you hooked all the way through.  
 
Issue: Public Safety / Domestic Abuse – The need to offer help to those who have 

had been victims of domestic abuse. 
Aired: February 9, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 18 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: For women and families that have had to deal with the trauma of 
abuse, it can be a very steep slope getting their lives back together. The Elizabeth 
Stone House is an organization in Roxbury, MA, that not only offers refuge from those 
who have suffered abuse, but gives tool to rebuild lives, including assistance with 
housing and employment. We spoke with Page Clark about why there’s such a big need 
for the services that the Stone House offers, and what steps should be taken by 
someone who finds themselves being abused. Page also discussed an upcoming event 
that offers support to those who have suffered domestic abuse. 
 
Issue: Public Safety / Internet Scams – The issue of scams involving online peer to 

peer payment services. 
Aired: February 9, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 14 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: There has been a rise in online scams involving peer to peer 
payment services that allow you to transfer money to others. We spoke with Paula 
Fleming of The Better Business Bureau, about what to watch for, ways to prevent being 
scammed, and what to do if you think you’ve been scammed.  
 



 

 

 

Issue: Government / Elections– The importance of understanding the electoral 
system. 
Aired: February 9, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Can it ever be too easy to cast a ballot in an American election? 

The answer is yes. Filipino immigrant Elizabeth Keathley mistakenly registered to vote 
while at a DMV in Illinois through a law best known as the Motor Voter Law. This 
originally well-intentioned program is now trapping hundreds of immigrants into federal 
charges and possible deportation for an act they didn’t fully comprehend to begin with. 
Guests: Richard Hanus, immigration lawyer; Elizabeth Keathley, immigration client.  
 
Issue: Education – Making math more enjoyable so students learn more. 
Aired: February 9, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: The field of mathematics is still seen as a boring and overly 
complex field by many. But Matt Parker, a former math teacher turned popular 
YouTuber, is working to fix that stubborn mindset. In his new book, he illustrates the 
powerful and interesting side of math through real-life examples that have failed 
because someone’s calculations were just slightly off.  
Guest: Matt Parker, mathematician, YouTuber, author Humble Pi: When Math Goes 
Wrong in the Real World.  
 
Issue: Culture – Sports 
Aired: February 9, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: It can sometimes still feel unreal that NBA superstar Kobe Bryant is 
gone. The retired Los Angeles Lakers player was more than just an athlete, but a 
tremendous idol to millions of people across the world. We discuss his legacy and the 
fragility of life.   
 
Issue: Public Safety / Distracted Driving – Implementation of a new law in 

Massachusetts that requires hands-free. Dangers of texting while driving 
Aired: February 16, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 14 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: A bill was recently passed into law that requires drivers in 
Massachusetts to use hands-free with their cell phones. It has been a long time coming, 
with several previous attempts that didn’t make it to law. We spoke with Emily Stein, 
President of the Safe Roads Alliance, about what this new law means, and how it will 
make the roads safer. 
 
Issue: Education / Artistic Expression – Understanding the value of coloring books 
for children and older people. 



 

 

 

Aired: February 16, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Coloring books aimed at children, adults and even seniors have 

been all the rage in recent years and are still trending in 2020. But what’s so special 
about these patterns and designs that draw people in? We delve into the process of 
putting together these collections and why the creative outlet has become a mainstay 
for so many looking to switch off and de-stress.  
Guests: Johanna Basford, artist, author; Jenean Morrison, artist, designer, author.  
 
Issue: Health Care / Health Costs – The need for the health care system in the U.S. to 
offer high quality care that’s affordable. 
Aired: February 16, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 9 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: The topic of healthcare is one of the most debated issues so far in 

the 2020 election – but what’s the fix for the expensive, inefficient system that’s 
currently in place? So far it’s a murky answer. Millions are struggling with the high cost 
of care, doctors are burning out and patient-doctor interaction is at an all-time low. We 
speak with an industry expert about the current woes of American healthcare and what 
can be done. 
Guest: Samuel Shem, author, House of God, Man’s 4th Best Hospital.  
 
Issue: Culture – Theater 
Aired: February 16, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: The writer of “Hamilton” Lin-Manuel Miranda is back at it again. 

Come October 2021, the Broadway play is set to hit theaters across the country. But will 
it be worth the watch? 
 
Issue: Public Health / Coronavirus – The need to understand Coronavirus (COVID-

19), how it’s spread, and what the health implications are. The need to prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. 
Aired: February 23, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 12 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: As the coronavirus outbreak intensifies, we thought it would be 

very helpful to get information on what it is, and what the dangers are. We spoke 
with Dr. Matthew Liebowitz, Chief of Infectious Diseases at Newton Wellesley 
Hospital, who gave some very helpful facts about Covid-19. He talked about how it 
is spread, and the medical implications for those who get the virus. He also went 
over efforts to come up with a vaccine. 
 
Issue: Public Health / Nutrition– the need to limit sugar in the diet 
Aired: February 23, 2020 



 

 

 

Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 12 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: From sugary lattes to grocery staples like yogurt and bread, sugar 
still seems to be lurking everywhere. Even with greater awareness, it can still be hard to 
avoid the cookies and cake if you’re craving something sweet. Viewpoints speaks with 
baking blogger, Elif Yamangil and cookbook author, Jennifer Tyler Lee about the 
importance of limiting sugar in your diet and how to do so while still indulging in some 
healthier sweets.   
Guests: Elif Yamangil, engineer at Google, creator of the blog, Plenty Sweet; Jennifer 
Tyler Lee, author, Half the Sugar, All the Love.  
 
Issue: Race Issues – Understanding what life was like for slaves in the U.S. 
Aired: February 23, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 7 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Imagine being born into slavery in the South. You have not a dime 

to your name, received no education and all you know are the surrounding fields of a 
plantation. What would you do after slavery is abolished? How would you start over? 
February is Black History Month. As we remember the past and the history of slavery in 
America, it’s important to not only take in the perspectives of historians and educators, 
but also direct firsthand accounts from the people who lived through this experience. 
Viewpoints’ speaks with historian and photographer, Richard Cahan, co-author of the 
new book River of Blood: American Slavery From the People Who Lived It.  
Guest: Richard Cahan, co-author, River of Blood: American Slavery From the People 
Who Lived It.  
 
Issue: Culture – Film 
Aired: February 23, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Sometimes you don’t want a critically acclaimed show or Oscar-
worthy movie, but rather something funny like a cheesy rom-com or a bit of classic 
stand-up. We discuss two Bo Burnham comedy specials that are now streaming on 
Netflix.  
 
Issue: Employment / Job Search – The need to be ready for a job search. The 

importance of being effective in a job interview. 
Aired: March 1, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 23 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: There are lots of factors to consider when you’re looking for a 
job. We spoke with career coach Elizabeth Hayes about what you need to be 
thinking about. She talked about how to be most effective in a job interview, how to 
prepare, and ways you can help yourself even after the interview. 
 



 

 

 

Issue: Legal Issues / Law Enforcement – Understanding how technology is being 
used in law enforcement. 
Aired: March 1, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Today, body-worn cameras are a mainstay in many police 

departments across the country. While the new technology increases transparency, is it 
leading to better relationships between the public and police? How are innovations in 
the field - including the incorporation of artificial intelligence - changing officers’ day-to-
day duties? 
Daniel Lawrence, Senior Research Associate, Urban Institute; Rick Smith, Founder, 
CEO, Axon Enterprise Inc. 
 
Issue: Environment – Understanding why plant and animal species become extinct. 
Aired: March 1, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 8 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: 1,000,000 animal and plant species now face the threat of 

extinction. As more than 80 percent of all global biodiversity lives on private land, what 
is the role of corporations when it comes to protecting these endangered species? 
Viewpoints speaks with Margaret O’ Gorman, president of the Wildlife Habitat Council, 
about the creative and adaptive policies companies can take to make a difference. 
Guest: Margaret O’ Gorman, President, Wildlife Habitat Council.  
 
Issue: Culture – Television 
Aired: March 1, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: The hit drama, This is Us has led its viewers down a puzzling, 
sometimes draining series of twists and turns throughout the last four seasons – but is 
the show finally fizzling out?  
 
Issue: Health Care / Community – The need to raise money for research in the fight 
against cancer. The need for quality cancer care. The importance of support for families 
affected by cancer. 
Aired: March 8, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 14 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: Voices of Hope is a unique organization that puts on musical 
performances to raise money for cancer research at Mass General Hospital. We spoke 
with its founder, Greg Chastain, about his personal experience of losing his mother to 
cancer, and how he came up with the idea to form Voices of Hope. He talked about the 
advances that have been made in cancer treatment, and why its’ so important to keep 
funding research. 
 



 

 

 

Issue: Economy / Taxes – The need to understand tax rules. Making sure you are not 
paying too much for taxes, and taking advantage of deductions and tax credits 
Aired: March 15, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 18 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: Now that we are in tax season, we thought it would be 

valuable to speak with a tax expert about making sure you’re approaching your 
taxes correctly. We spoke with Andrew Schwartz, who talked about how tax rules 
have changed, and went over ways to avoid over paying taxes. He talked about 
smart ways to save money for college and retirement, and how the tax laws can 
affect investments. 
 
Issue: Public Health / Cornavirus – Understanding why Coronavirus has led to a state 
of emergency in Massachusetts. The importance of safeguarding from Coronavirus to 
keep the spread to a minimum. 
Aired: March 15, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 10 minutes of 1 hour   
Show Description: Governor Charlie Baker this week declared a state of 
emergency in Massachusetts, because of the Coronavirus outbreak. We revisited a 
talk we had with Dr. Matthew Liebowitz, who is Chief of Infectious Diseases at 
Newton-Wellesley Hospital. He discussed why the government is taking the 
outbreak so seriously, and talked about the dangers of COVID-19 and ways to 
prevent the spread. 
 
Issue: Mental Health / Productivity – Understanding how the mind makes us 

provrastinate. 
Aired: March 15, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 13 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Does it ever seem like the more you try to finish, the less you 
accomplish? It may be that you’re expending too much energy on mindlessly doing 
rather than planning and prioritizing. Viewpoints’ speaks to two experts in the field about 
some simple strategies you can employ to get things done in a more efficient manner. 
Guests: David Allen, productivity consultant and author of Getting Things Done: The Art 
of Stress-Free Productivity; Steve McClatchy, founder of Alleer Training and Consulting, 
author of Decide: Work Smarter, Reduce Your Stress and Lead by Example.  
 
Issue: Government / Politics – Understanding what type of a President George 
Washington was. 
Aired: March 15, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 6 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: The white hair, rosy cheeks and stark complexion are what we 

often picture when we think of our first president. But behind his looks and historic 
accomplishments, what are some facts that are not as well publicized? Viewpoints’ 



 

 

 

speaks with history buff and author, Alexis Coe to learn more about the man, the myth: 
George Washington. 
Guest: Alexis Coe, author, You Never Forget Your First: A Biography of George 
Washington.  
 
Issue: Culture – Film 
Aired: March 15, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: From the classic 1985 film, Clue to the more recent release, Knives 

Out, the mystery genre can be just the right pick-me-up when you fall into a post-Oscar 
season movie slump. Viewpoints’ discusses some of our favorites from this genre. 
 
Issue: Public Safety / Domestic Abuse – The need to help victims of domestic abuse 

get back on their feet. The dangers of domestic abuse 
Aired: March 22, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 15 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: When women and families are faced with the trauma of domestic 
abuse, it can be a very steep slope getting their lives back together. The Elizabeth 
Stone House is an organization in Roxbury, MA, that not only offers refuge from those 
who have suffered abuse, but gives tool to rebuild lives, including assistance with 
housing and employment. We spoke with Page Clark about why there’s such a big need 
for the services that the Stone House offers, and what steps should be taken by 
someone who finds themselves being abused. 
 
Issue: Mental Health / Coronavirus Related Issues– The need to have activities 
when you’re shut in because of the Coronavirus outbreak. 
Aired: March 22, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 11 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: In a moment where many are practicing ‘social distancing’, it can 

be a good opportunity to put down your phones and pick up a stress-relieving solo 
hobby. We speak with Shannon Downey, creator of Badass Cross Stitch, about the 
simplicity and art of cross-stitching as well as how she’s used it to channel social issues.  
 
Issue: Culture – Television 
Aired: March 22, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 3 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: Devs has only released a handful of episodes on Hulu so far, but 
the sci-fi thriller has already generated a lot of buzz for its gripping plot and eerie feels. 
We dive into the limited series featuring leads Nick Offerman and newcomer, Sonoya 
Mizuno.  
 



 

 

 

Issue: Public Safety / Internet Scams – The issue of scams involving online peer to 
peer payment services. 
Aired: March 29, 2020 
Time: 6am to 7am 
Length of Segment: 14 minutes of 1 hour 
Show Description: There has been a rise in online scams involving peer to peer 

payment services that allow you to transfer money to others. We spoke with Paula 
Fleming of The Better Business Bureau, about what to watch for, ways to prevent being 
scammed, and what to do if you think you’ve been scammed. 
 

 
  



 

 

 

Public Service Announcements 
First Quarter 2020 

 
Throughout the quarter the station aired PSAs during Public Affairs Programming.  

The information below reflects community activities and issues.   
 

:60 seconds – AARP-Caregiving / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – ACS / Smoking Cessation 
:30 seconds – Acetaminophen 
:30 seconds – Adopt from Foster Care 
:30 seconds – All of Us Research Project 
:30 seconds – American Diversity / USAF 
:30 seconds – Antibiotics 
:30 seconds – Best Friends / Pet Adoption 
:30 seconds – Breast Cancer Unacceptable / Komen 
:30 seconds – Boston Resiliency Fund / Coronavirus 
:30 seconds – Counterfeit Pain Pills / Massachusetts 
:30 seconds – Coronavirus Resource Information 
:30 seconds – End Family Fire - Gun Safety / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – Fatherhood Initiative / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – FDA / Drug Labels 
:30 seconds – FEMA / Emergency Insurance / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – FEMA / Fire Safe America / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – Fighting Blindness 
:60 seconds – Forest Fire Prevention / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Flu Shot / CDC 
:30 seconds – Generic Prescription Drug Benefits 
:30 seconds – Goodwill / Donate 
:60 seconds – Gynecological Cancer Awareness 
:30 seconds – Heifer International / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – High School Completion / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Housing Discrimination / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – HPV and Cancers 
:60 seconds – LGBTQ American Rights / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Living with HIV / CDC 
:30 seconds – Lung Screening 
:30 seconds – Make-A-Wish foundation / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – March of Dimes / March for babies 
:60 seconds – Nat’l Council on Aging Benefits 
:15 seconds – Operation Gift Card New England / Beasley 
:60 seconds – Parenting Moments / Ad Council 
:15 seconds – Pre-Diabetes Awareness / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Project Bread – Walk for Hunger Boston 
:15 seconds – Project Gift Card New England / Beasley 
:30 seconds – Project Smile 
:30 seconds – Quit Smoking / American Cancer Soc. 



 

 

 

:30 seconds – Save the Food - NRDC / Ad Council 
:15 seconds – Saving for Retirement 
:30 seconds – Shady Deals / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Smoke Free / NASCAR 
:30 seconds – Stop HIV 
:60 seconds – Substance Abuse by Teens 
:15 seconds – Type 2 Diabetes Prevention / Ad Council 
:60 seconds – Underage Drinking - SAHMSA / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Unlicensed Pharmacy Dangers 
:30 seconds – United Way – tax volunteers / Ad Council 
:30 seconds – Veteran Benefit Claims 
:60 seconds – Vision Loss 

 


