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Local Kaua�i News – Monday August 1, 2022

The Voter Service Center on Kauai for the 2022 Primary Election opened at 8:00 a.m. today, August 
1, 2022, in the basement of the Historic County Annex Building in Līhu‘e.  The Center offers 
accessible in-person voting and same day registration and serves as a mail ballot collection 
site.  Services are offered August 1, 2022, to August 12, 2022 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.   And on August 
13, 2022 (Primary Election Day) 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.  For additional information call 241-4800. 

 Today is the first day of school for some students in Hawaii's public schools. Classrooms look more 
like they did in 2019 than in 2020 and '21.    Masks are now strongly recommended but optional both 
indoors and outdoors, desks no longer have to be socially distanced, and isolation and quarantine 
rules are more relaxed. 

 Hawaii will receive five-million dollars in federal funding to address climate change-related 
transportation-infrastructure upgrades.  This according to U.S. Department of Transportation officials, 
who say the new federal program is being rolled out to help states cope with anticipated impacts of 
extreme weather events.  The program reported is being funded by President Joe Biden's 
Infrastructure Law, which has earmarked seven-point-three-billion dollars in funding for impacted 
regions across the nation.

After initially deciding not to press charges against the suspect, prosecutors are now taking a closer 
look into an apparent road rage incident on Oahu's north shore. A 28-year-old man was facing 
second-degree assault charges on suspicion of attacking an elderly man on Friday. But, prosecutors 
said there were "issues that came up during the investigation," and chose not to file charges 
immediately, allowing for the suspect's release on Saturday. At first, prosecutors claimed there wasn't 
enough evidence to pursue charges beyond a reasonable doubt, even though the incident was 
captured on security cameras. On Sunday, the Honolulu Prosecutor's Office said the case is still 
actively being investigated.  

The Salvation Army Kona Corps is working to pick up the pieces after four-thousand-dollars of food 
and school supplies were stolen. Someone broke into the Salvation Army building last Wednesday or 
Thursday and made off with the items. Whoever did it broke several of the building's doors as well. 
The items taken include protein for weekly food pantry distributions for keiki, toiletries for older 
people, and large food coolers used during food distribution events. About 270 kids had signed up to 
receive back-to-school items that were stolen, like backpacks, office supplies, and shoes. 

 Crews have fully contained a 370-acre wind-driven wildfire burning on Maui. The fire, which broke 
out in Paia shortly before four o'clock Saturday afternoon, was contained at about eleven o'clock 
Saturday night. Firefighters monitored the area for hotspots and flare ups on Sunday. The cause of 
the fire is under investigation. There are no reports of damage or injuries. 
 A new report is ranking Hawaii among the best states for health care in the nation.  Wallethub 
compared all 50 states and the District of Columbia to determine its rankings, putting Hawaii third 
overall on the list behind Rhode Island and Massachusetts.  To determine rankings Wallethub looked 
at metrics including cost of a medical or dental visit, quality of public hospitals, and life expectancy.
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday August 2, 2022

Polihale State Park is reopening to overnight campers later this month.  Online reservations became 
available this week and can be made 90 days in advance.  The first night overnight camping is 
allowed is Sunday, August 14th.  The popular spot on Kauai has been restricted to day-use only since 
December of 2020.  

 A new lawsuit is demanding compensation for the more than five-thousand of Hawaii's jail and prison 
inmates who were infected with COVID-19. The lawsuit, filed in Honolulu says the state Department 
of Public Safety failed to protect the inmates from the virus outbreak, leading to thousands getting 
infected. It goes on to say the prison system was at fault from the time of the first COVID-19 outbreak 
behind bars in August of 2020. Ten of Hawaii's inmates have died due to COVID-19 complications. 

The lawyer for a 28-year-old man accused of attacking a 70-year-old man in a road rage incident on 
Oahu's north shore claims his client acted in self-defense. The suspect, Daniel Ai-kau, was arrested 
last Friday, then released pending further investigation, even though the apparent attack was caught 
on surveillance video. The victim's family says Ai-kau is getting special treatment because of who his 
family is. His father is Clyde Ai-kau, and his uncle is the late legendary big wave surfer Eddie Ai-kau. 
Prosecutors have yet to file charges.

Authorities now confirm a 14-year-old girl who died on the Big Island last November died of a fentanyl 
overdose. Police say the girl recorded herself snorting a substance and posted the video to TikTok 
shortly before her death. The Medical Examiner's Office has ruled her death accidental. The state 
Department of Health says fentanyl is now the number one cause of opioid-related deaths in Hawaii. 
Federal investigators say the powerful drug is being smuggled onto the islands by Mexican cartels, 
often in the form of counterfeit pills.  

 The risk of monkeypox transmission remains low in Hawaii, even though case numbers are on the 
rise on the mainland. The state Department of Health made the announcement Monday, on the same 
day California declared a state of emergency because of its monkeypox outbreak of more than 800 
cases. There are eleven confirmed monkeypox cases in Hawaii. Nine are on Oahu, one is on Kauai, 
and the other is on the Big Island. DOH officials say those at the highest risk of catching monkeypox 
should still consider getting vaccinated. 

Hawaii's suicide prevention line is seeing a big boost in callers since switching to a 988 
number.  Hawaii News Now reports that with the new number, the call volume for the Hawaii CARES 
line increased by 15 percent.  Counselors of the program reported take an average of 323 calls a 
day.  The crisis line switched to its 988 number last month. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday August 3, 2022

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 3,689 new COVID-19 infections in our state over the 
past week.  The Hawaii Department of Health today also reported 21 more deaths, bringing the 
state’s coronavirus-related death toll to 1,592.  The state’s seven-day average of new cases is 
down to 528, down from the 573 reported on July 27.  There were 146 new infections reported on 
Kauai.  Actual numbers are estimated to be at least five to six times higher since these figures do not 
include home test kit results.

The Kauai Department of Parks and Recreation (DOPR) is announcing that County parking lots at 
Hanalei Bay will be temporarily closed on Aug. 4, from 6 to 11:30 a.m.  The temporary closures are 
necessary for repairs of the parking lots.   The following parking lots will be affected: Black Pot Park, 
Hanalei Pavilion, and Waioli Beach Park (Pine Trees).

Kaua‘i police are warning the public to be aware of a recent scam on Kaua‘i involving the selling of 
counterfeit jewelry.  According to recent reports, the suspects are approaching people in public places 
and are going to residences attempting to sell rare or antique jewelry. Kaua‘i police have confirmed 
that this is a scam, and is urging the public to exercise extreme caution if someone approaches you 
and attempts to sell you jewelry.  If you or someone you know has fallen victim to this jewelry scam or 
suspect suspicious activity, please contact Kaua‘i police dispatch at 808-241-1711.

 Traffic fatalities in Hawaii are seeing a significant increase so far this year.  The state Department of 
Transportation released data showing 70 traffic-related deaths from January to July.  In comparison, 
there were 52 deaths during that same period last year.  Data shows the problem is mainly being 
seen on Neighbor Islands.

 A federal trial date has been set for the Hawaii couple accused of being Russian spies.  The trial for 
Walter Primrose and Gwynn Morrison is will take place September 26th.  Both pleaded not guilty on 
Tuesday to multiple crimes, including identity theft.  Primrose and Morrison have been accused by the 
U.S. government of stealing the identities of dead babies and using them to obtain things like 
passports and Social Security Cards. They're currently being held without bond. 

 The number of bankruptcies in Hawaii is down for the 15th straight month.  According to data 
released by the U.S. Bankruptcy Court, bankruptcies in July were down over 15-percent from last 
year.  It was also the 13th month in a row there were less than 100 filings.  

 Honolulu isn't exactly a paradise for renters looking to save money. Online rental firm Apartment List 
ranks it as the third most expensive place to rent in the nation. It trails only Napa and the Silicon 
Valley in California. Apartment List says the median rental price for a two-bedroom unit in Honolulu is 
now nearly 25-hundred-dollars per month. That's a 19-percent jump compared to when the pandemic 
started in March of 2020. Experts cite a lack of supply for the price increase. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday August 4, 2022

The Kaua�i County Council voted against putting a measure regarding affordable housing on the fall 
ballot on Wednesday.  Resolution 2022-22 would have amended the County Charter to designate at 
least 2% of real property tax revenues each year to an affordable housing fund.  Though it was 
supported by four of seven council members, the resolution required five votes to pass.  Proponents 
saw the bill as a chance to improve the housing department’s ability to plan long-term and allow them 
to leverage funds for revenue bonds, which can generate substantially more cash.  Currently, the 
housing funds are determined in a process by which individual departments request funding, which 
must be approved by the council and the Mayor. 

Kaua‘i police arrested four men on Tuesday, in connection with selling counterfeit jewelry.  The four 
individuals from Romania were arrested on suspicion of Theft in the Second Degree, a Class C 
felony.   Kaua‘i police received several reports earlier this week of individuals approaching people in 
public places and at residences, attempting to sell rare or antique jewelry. Victims later discovered 
the pieces they purchased were fake, and reported the fraudulent activity to police.  A witness was 
able to identify the license plate of a vehicle allegedly involved in one of the reported scams. Police 
later located the vehicle at a Kapa‘a hotel, and further investigations led officers to detain four men 
associated with the vehicle.  The men were brought into police custody without incident on Tuesday. 
They were later released pending investigation, otherwise known as “RPI.” An RPI means that more 
time is needed, beyond the maximum 48 hours of holding in police custody, for police to investigate 
the case before formal charges are made.  If you or someone you know has fallen victim to this 
jewelry scam or suspect suspicious activity, please contact Kaua‘i police dispatch immediately at 808-
241-1711. 

 Students and staff at the University of Hawaii will have to keep their facemasks on.  The school 
announced Wednesday that it's keeping its indoor mask mandate to start off the 2022 fall 
semester.  The rule is set to be enforced until September 19th.  During that time, school officials will 
keep an eye on the situation and will make necessary adjustments if they need to. 

 Following two recent incidents, the Department of Land and Natural Resources will be stepping up its 
efforts to protect Rocky the Hawaiian monk seal and her pup from people. Starting this morning, state 
conservation officers will block off a 50-yard area on Waikiki's Kaimana Beach. Officers will be 
patrolling the beach to keep people out of the cordoned off zone. Law enforcement plans to stay on 
the beach 24-hours a day, until the pup weans in about three weeks. Rocky and her pup are 
expected to move to another, less crowded area after weaning.
  
 Some Honolulu EMS stations are temporarily closing because of staffing shortages. This past 
Sunday, six ambulances were unmanned for 12 hours, and another two were unmanned all day 
because there weren't enough employees on hand to operate them. In the past month, Honolulu EMS 
is averaging close to two station closures per day because of understaffing. Officials blame several 
factors, including scheduled vacations, sick calls, and personnel on military leave. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday August 5, 2022

Crime Stoppers here on Kauai would like to thank the tipster who provided information regarding the 
female who was caught on surveillance camera June 13th while accusably stealing items from a 
Lihue residence.    The suspect has been arrested and the tipster is now due a substantial 
reward.  To claim the reward the tipster should go the Crime Stoppers website CSKauai.org and enter 
their assigned tracking number or call 808 246-8300.

On Oahu There are new public health concerns after the Board of Water Supply detected petroleum 
contamination in a groundwater monitoring well in Moanalua Valley. The well is about 15-hundred-
feet southeast of the Red Hill fuel storage facility. Unlike the Navy, it's the first time the BWS has ever 
detected contamination in one of its testing wells. The BWS also found traces of chemicals found in 
gas and crude oil and they could cause cancer. However, the chemical levels are low and below the 
EPA action level. The state Department of Health and the EPA say there's no current health 
emergency. 

The Marine accused of killing his pregnant wife on the H-3 Freeway has pleaded not guilty to murder 
charges. The man is accused of stabbing his estranged wife several times on the side of the freeway 
in Kailua on July 20th, following an argument. He then cut himself several times with a pocketknife. 
Friends and family say the couple had been married for three years, but recently separated. The 
Marine, who was stationed in Kaneohe, will remain behind bars on a million-dollars bail. His trial 
starts in October. 

The Seven-Eleven employee accused of chopping a man's hand off with a sword near his store in 
Waikiki has pleaded not guilty to attempted murder. A judge has ordered the suspect remain behind 
bars on a million-dollars bail. He also must stay away from the man whose hand he allegedly cut off 
on July 22nd, must stay away from three named witnesses, and must stay at least 500-feet away 
from the Seven-Eleven store. The victim's attorney says his client's organs were also damaged in the 
attack. The suspect's jury trial is scheduled to start on October 3rd.
  
 Getting too close to the Hawaiian monk seal mother and her pup resting on Kaimana Beach could 
mean fines or time in a jail cell. The Department of Land and Natural Resources now has 
conservation officers patrolling the popular beach in Waikiki 24 hours a day. A 50-yard area was 
cordoned off on Thursday morning, after two recent incidents that upset the protective seal mom, 
Rocky. She's gone after a woman swimming and a man walking on the beach, both of whom got too 
close to her pup. People must stay at least 50-yards and 150-feet away from the seals at all times, 
unless they want to pay a fine or get arrested. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday August 8, 2022

A 28-year-old male visitor died Saturday morning after being pulled from waters off Wainiha Bay 
Friday evening.   He has been identified as Bakir Shelesh of Glendale, Arizona.  At 5:30 p.m. Friday, 
first responders were dispatched to Wainiha Bay for a swimmer in distress. Shelesh had been body 
boarding when he lost his board and was swept out into deeper water.  Ocean safety officers found 
the man face down in the water and brought him to shore. They immediately began to administer 
CPR.  The man regained a pulse briefly but needed further treatment. He was transported to Wilcox 
Medical Center in critical condition, where he later died early Saturday morning.

  Hawaiian Electric Company customers can expect to pay higher rates in October. Bills are expected 
to go up by about seven-percent, or 15-dollars, when Hawaii stops using coal to make electricity. The 
state's last operational coal-fired power plant, at Campbell Industrial Park, closes next month. The 
state is transitioning to clean energy, but that costs more to make, so the costs are getting passed on 
to customers. 

A man is behind bars on suspicion of flashing a gun on a crowded beach in Waikiki. The sighting 
caused a panic, sending people running in all directions at about 4:30 Sunday afternoon. A lifeguard 
called police, and officers approached the man with their guns drawn on Kalakaua Avenue near Ohua 
Avenue. No shots were fired and no one was injured. Witnesses say someone shouted the word 
"shooter," which sent beachgoers running in a frenzy. 

 The Hawaii Department of Education is considering requiring its students and staff members to 
undergo training for what to do if there's an active shooter on campus. Currently, the DOE provides 
the so-called Run, Hide, Fight training to schools by request. But, DOE leaders are now considering 
making it a requirement for all campuses. A few dozen campuses on the islands have received the 
training so far, and education officials say demand is growing. The training method is supported by 
the FBI.    

The 2022 Kids Count Data Book, which was published by the Annie E. Casey Foundation, was 
released Sunday. Hawaii ranks 22nd overall in children's well-being, but fifth in children's health. The 
report finds Hawaii's high unemployment rate from the earlier days of the pandemic has caused its 
keiki to suffer more economic hardships than the average American child. That's because the 
economic well-being of keiki usually depends on that of their parents. The report also found 22-
hundred more of Hawaii's keiki were suffering from anxiety and depression in 2020 than they were in 
2016. That's a 23-percent increase. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday August 9, 2022

The state Department of Land and Natural Resources has paid a six-figure fine to the EPA. It's for 
operating an illegal cesspool at the site of the former Kamo-kila Hawaiian Village in Kapa’a. Large-
capacity cesspools were banned by the EPA in 2005. But, this one was servicing restrooms at the 
former Hawaiian cultural tour center on Kauai's east side. The EPA says the release of untreated, raw 
sewage into the ground threatens to contaminate groundwater. Since the EPA instituted the ban, 36-
hundred large cesspools in Hawaii have closed. But, 14-hundred are still in operation. 

1 resident, 1 visitor charged after creating disturbances at our Lihue Airport.  July 29, a 37-year-old 
Kaneohe resident was arrested after he was accused of yelling profanities and racial slurs toward an 
airline employee. An airport police officer escorted the passenger from the plane as he continued to 
yell and scream at everyone in the vicinity, causing a disturbance. Police said he was arrested and 
charged with disorderly conduct and harassment. His total bail for both charges was $2,000.  On July 
31, a 58-year-old resident of Miami Beach, Florida, was also arrested for disorderly conduct after 
police said he was “recklessly creating a risk of alarming members of the public by engaging in violent 
or tumultuous behavior.” He was charged with disorderly conduct; bail was set at $50.

The National Weather Service has issued a Fire Weather Watch for the leeward areas of Kaua‘i 
County that goes into effect on Aug. 10, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. A Fire Weather Watch means that 
critical fire weather conditions are forecast to occur. According to the National Weather Service, the 
combination of dry fuels, strong and gusty trade winds, and low relative humidity could produce 
extreme fire behavior on Wednesday, especially during the afternoon hours. Any fires that develop 
will likely spread rapidly and be difficult to control.

The gun scare that sent beachgoers in Waikiki into a panic may have been the result of a drug deal. 
Police were called after witnesses spotted the 27-year-old man holding a gun on the beach Sunday 
afternoon. Police arrived and tackled him to the ground. A witness tells Hawaii News Now that, 
moments before that happened, she was near the suspect and heard him arguing with a drug dealer. 
At that point the suspect allegedly opened a backpack and started grabbing the handle of his gun. 

Councilmembers on Maui are approving a bill that would allow homeless people to sleep in their cars 
on public property.  If the bill passes in October, it would be a pilot program for one year.  According 
to Bill 108, homelessness on Maui has increased by over 18-percent in the past year and nearly a 
quarter of households are at risk of losing their homes.  

A ban on disposable body boards is going into effect in Maui County today.  The ban was 
unanimously passed by the Maui County Council last year, effectively prohibiting any boards made of 
polystyrene from being sold or rented.  Officials say the boards create an environmental hazard 
because of how easily they break and spread foam.
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday August 10, 2022

The Hawaii State Department of Health (DOH) reported 14 new deaths related to COVID-19 and 
3,189 new infections over the last seven days in Hawaii. The total number of deaths stands at 
1,606.  The statewide test positivity rate is 12.4%. and on Kauai it is 17.7%.  There    were 162 new 
infections reported on Kauai.   The state’s COVID figures don’t include positive from at-home tests, so 
the real number is likely far higher.

 A man from Maui is behind bars on suspicion of raping and murdering a teenage girl in Northern 
California in 1982. Police confirm 75-year-old Gary Ramirez was arrested based on DNA evidence at 
his home last week. He's due in court for extradition proceedings today. Ramirez is accused of 
kidnaping, raping, and murdering a 15-year-old girl from Palo Alto. She was last seen walking toward 
a bus stop in Sunnyvale. The next day, her body was found nude, behind a blood-stained wall. She 
had been sexually assaulted and stabbed 59 times. 

A new report says there were serious warning signs about eleven hours before the May 6th, 2021 fuel 
spill at Red Hill. A Navy Red Hill log from that day, which was redacted from public reports, was 
recently provided. The 20-thousand-gallon fuel spill happened at 6:10 p.m., but at 7:26 a.m., alarms 
started sounding within Red Hill's Automated Fuel Handling Equipment program. The log says the 
alarms went off all day. There were "lower-level" notification and "warning" alarms, along with dozens 
of "critical" alarms. The fuel that rushed out of the pipes that day eventually contaminated the Navy's 
drinking water system in November, making hundreds of military families sick. 

 Drug makers are writing a big check to Hawaii. Speaking at a news conference on Tuesday, 
Governor David Ige revealed that the state is set to receive 78-million dollars following settlements 
regarding opioids.  Ige said those funds will be used to support drug programs that include treatment 
and prevention.  The state has seen a spike in opioid related deaths as of late. Out of the total sum, 
63-million will be paid over 18 years while 15-million will be distributed over nine years. 

A 60-year-old man is facing charges on suspicion of sexually assaulting seven women on the same 
Honolulu city bus. Police say all of the incidents happened within a half-hour of each other on Monday 
afternoon. The alleged victims are all in their early 20's and were sitting a few feet from each other. 
The man is accused of standing behind the women and pushing his privates against them. He was 
wearing clothes at the time. He's being held behind bars on 14-thousand-dollars bail. 
Honolulu may outlaw gifts of more than 25-dollars for public officials and city employees. That 
includes the mayor, the prosecutor, and councilmembers. The Honolulu Ethics Commission is 
recommending the city council pass a bill making it happen. Gifts costing more than 25 bucks that 
would be outlawed. The gifts also wouldn't be allowed to come from banned sources, like lobbyists, 
vendors, contractors, clients, political committees, tenants and concessionaires. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday August 11, 2022

No arrest is thus far is being made after a social media threat was traced to Hawaii.  An online source 
threatened a South Carolina High School on Monday.  The Sheriff's Office says the threat was shared 
by a fake account and was determined to not be credible.  Further investigation tracked it to someone 
in Hawaii who was impersonating a student, but due to the distance, the South Carolina department 
is unable to make an arrest.  Honolulu officials have made contact with the teenager and he could 
face prosecution in his home state. 

Only Fans star and Instagram model Courtney Tailor is behind bars on the Big Island.   Authorities 
say the 26-year-old was arrested yesterday morning on charges she fatally stabbed her estranged 
boyfriend, Christian Obum-seli, almost four months ago in the couple's Miami apartment.  Hawaii 
Island police say she was arrested by U.S. Marshals around 9:30 a.m. and, as of last night, was 
being held at the Hilo cellblock. 

HPD officials are voicing concern following back-to-back assaults against law-enforcement officers 
over the past week on Oahu.  Authorities say the first happened Friday when an officer was injured 
while trying to arrest a suspect on a DUI charge.  The second reportedly happened Sunday when a 
suspect assault an officer while he was being placed into the back of a patrol car.  Officials say HPD 
has recorded roughly 35 assaults on officers since the beginning of the year.

The wait is over - the newest Hawaiian monk seal pup chilling on the sands of Kaimana Beach has a 
name.  School officials say roughly 100 fourth-grade students at Waikiki Elementary held a vote and 
settled on the name of 'Koa-lani' for the young sea mammal.  The pup, whose name means 'heavenly 
warrior,' reportedly is the eighth monk seal to be born in 2022 and is likely to be weaned in about two 
weeks.  Late last month, Koa-lani's mother Rocky made news when she attacked a swimmer who got 
too close to the pup in shallow water off Kaimana. 

The Big Island wildfire that started Wednesday is continuing to spread.  Officials announced the brush 
fire that began in the Pohakuloa Training Area had burned seven-hundred acres on Wednesday 
night, but by Thursday morning nearly 20-thousand acres had been charred.  The National Weather 
Service is extending a Red Flag Warning for all leeward areas of Hawaii.  Some drivers are asked to 
drive with caution as the fire has spread to within a mile of Highway 190 and within three miles of 
Pu'uanahulu Road.  At this time, all roads are staying open and no buildings are threatened. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday August 12, 2022

The Hawai‘i Department of Transportation-Airports Division (HDOT-A) alerts the public to a major 
repaving project at the Lihue Airport (LIH).  The project to repave the public parking lot fronting LIH is 
set to begin on Monday, August 15. It is expected to last 4-5 months.  The work will be done in 
phases, during which 60 stalls will be closed for three days at a time for paving and 
restriping.   HDOT-A advises anyone using LIH to get dropped off and appreciates the public’s 
patience while the needed work is being done.

The Hawaii Department of Health is following the CDC's lead in loosening COVID-19 guidelines. 
Health officials say six-feet of social distancing is no longer as necessary. And, not everyone who 
comes into contact with an infected person needs to quarantine anymore. People who come into 
contact with someone who's tested positive no longer need to quarantine for five days if they're 
without symptoms. That includes students. Because of the new guidance, the state is dropping its 
test-to-stay in the classroom procedure for students who've come into contact with a COVID-positive 
person away from campus. 

Sadly Kauai saw one additional COVID-19 death as a woman in her 80s passed away from the virus 
this week. Our condolences go out to her Ohana.   COVID-19 case counts saw a slight bump on 
island this past week, from an average of 21 cases to 23 cases per day.  

Crews continue working to stop a large wildfire burning in a remote area of the Big Island. The fire 
has burned more than 15-square-miles of land on the western end of the Army's Pohakuloa Training 
Area. It's burning above Waikoloa, between Mauna Loa and Mauna Kea, but is not threatening any 
homes. Firefighters are battling a dangerous combination of high winds and extremely dry weather. 
It's burning in an area of mostly shrubs and grasslands that have gone dry because of the drought. 

Governor Ige is relaxing rules for traveling nurses in Hawaii, as the state continues to cope with 
staffing shortages at hospitals. Ige signed the new emergency rules into effect Thursday, allowing 
nurses to temporarily practice in Hawaii without applying for and obtaining a license. But, they must 
still have a license in another state. Each temporary nursing practice in Hawaii will last no more than 
90 days. 

Alaska Airlines is flying Hawaii's military veterans to Washington D.C. for free. It's so veterans can 
see the memorials and monuments honoring their service. The first flights will take off from Honolulu 
on the week of Veteran's Day. More flights are planned for next year and beyond. The Honor Flight 
Network, which is organizing the trips, has been helping veterans fly to Washington D.C. for 17 years. 
For more information go to Honor Flight dot Org

A new lawsuit accuses a federal agency of failing to protect 49 at-risk species in Hawaii. On 
Thursday, the Center for Biological Diversity sued the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The 
organization says the agency should have designated and protected critical habitats for all 49 
species, as required by the Endangered Species Act. The Fish and Wildlife Service designated the 
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species as federally endangered in September of 2016, but hasn't designated a critical habitat for 
them since.
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday August 15, 2022

Here on Kauai Saturday's primary election final results showed Mayor Derek Kawakami’s 
commanding lead, as his share of the vote ended at  13,551 votes with second-place finisher and 
county employee Michael Roven Po-ai 2,093 votes.

The final tallies for the top seven candidates for Kauai County Council are: Luke Evslin, Bernard 
Carvalho, Mel Rapozo KipuKai Kuali‘i, Ross Kagawa, Dr. Addison Bulosan, and Cowden

DeCosta finished in eighth place, just 15 votes behind Cowden.  Rounding out the top 14 are Fern 
Anuenue Holland, Lila Balmores Metzger, Shirley Simbre-Medeiros, Rachel Secretario, Nelson Mukai 
and Roy Saito. They all trail eighth-place DeCosta by at least 2,500 votes.  
Out of 48,052 registered voters on Kaua‘i, just 18,499 (38.5%) cast ballots in the primary.  

Meanwhile , Lieutenant Governor Josh Green enjoyed a big win in the Democratic primary on 
Saturday. Green won with more than 60-percent of the vote, while Vicky Cayetano came in second 
with just about 20-percent of the vote. Former Lieutenant Governor Duke Aiona will represent the 
Republican side of the ticket. Aiona took nearly 50-percent of the vote. Former UFC fighter BJ Penn 
got second place with 26-percent of the vote. 

Statewide, a bit more than 336-thousand people voted in this year's primary election. That's only 39-
point-four-percent of the 850-thousand residents registered to vote in Hawaii.

Rescuers are suspending the search for a teen boy who went missing in waters off of Shipman Beach 
on the Big Island.  Crews responded to a report of multiple distressed swimmers on Thursday.   A 
father and his 16 and 14-year-old sons and another adult were swept out to sea during high 
currents.  The 16-year-old and the two adults were rescued but the other teen was nowhere to be 
found.  The two adults were treated at the scene while the 16-year-old later died at a hospital.  

  A wildfire burning on the Big Island keeps tearing through dry brush, but crews are improving 
containment lines. As of Sunday, the Lealani Fire has burned 16-thousand-800-acres of land near 
Waikoloa, but it's now 65-percent contained. Dozens of crews of state, federal and county firefighters 
have been battling the flames. The fire is not threatening any homes nor critical infrastructure. It's 
mostly now burning on the U.S. Army's Pohakuloa Training Area property. 

The Honolulu Little League team is getting ready for the Little League World Series.  The team won 
the West Region after beating Sidewinder Little League from Arizona 9-2 in the championship 
game.  Honolulu Little League will take on Bonney Lake/Sumner Little League on Wednesday.  The 
team from Washington won the Northwest Region to make it to Williamsport



FCC Public Inspection Files
Pacific Media Group Kaua�i

KQNG FM93.5 / KSHK 103.1FM / KSRF 95.9FM / KUAI 104.5FM/570AM
Local Kaua�i News

2022 - Quarter 3 – August

Page 13 of 29

Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday August 16, 2022

Vice President Kamala Harris is vacationing on Kauai for the next week. Harris was flown from Los 
Angeles to Lihue Airport on Monday morning. The trip was not publicly announced, and is only 
supposed to be for vacationing. It is reported that Harris is staying on Kauai's north shore, at an 
undisclosed location. 

Wilcox Medical Center is embarking on a project to up-grade one of its two computed tomography or 
CT machines.. The upgrade is made possible in large part by a 1.8 million dollar donation from 
Pediatrician Dr. Priscilla Chan and Meta Platforms co-founder Mark Zuckerberg.  This is the forth 
generous donation made by the couple to our Wilcox Medical Center.  Wilcox currently average 
11,000 imaging scans annually ant the upgrade will expand scheduling option and will even use a 
lower dose of radiation than the old model which was installed in 1999.

 A voluntary recall is being implemented for products of King's Hawaiian.  The company says it’s 
making the move due to an ingredient used in its Pretzel Slider Buns, Pretzel Hamburger Buns and 
Pretzel Bites.  The ingredient comes from supplier Lyons Magnus, which says it could cause a 
microbial contamination.  So far, no illnesses have been reported and the company says it’s 
announcing the voluntary recall as a precaution. 

A federal crackdown on human trafficking has resulted in the discovery of several child victims across 
the country.  Seven of those victims were located in Hawaii.  Finding victims was part of "Operation 
Cross Country," which was a coordinated effort between the FBI, local and state police, and social 
service agencies.  Law enforcement says two alleged traffickers of the Hawaii victims were among 
the 85 suspects arrested.  They are facing child sexual exploitation and human trafficking charges.  

A man from Molokai will avoid jail time after pleading guilty to punching a Hawaiian Airlines flight 
attendant. He must pay restitution of a bit more than six-thousand-dollars and go on supervised 
release for two years. The mid-air disturbance last September prompted the pilot to divert the Hilo-
bound plane back to Honolulu. The flight attendant was punched in the stomach and head, 
completely unprovoked. Prosecutors say the man who hit him has mental health issues and a history 
of drug use. The suspect says he heard voices for several weeks before the attack. He could have 
been sentenced to up to 20 years in prison for assaulting a crew member. 

The state is taking a stand against the Army continuing to train at the Pohakuloa Range on the Big 
Island.  New documents show the state Land Department doesn't believe training is compatible with 
the conservation land in the area.  The Army wants to keep up to 23-thousand-acres of state land at 
the Pohakuloa Training Area.  The military's 65-year lease on the land expires in seven years.  That 
lease only cost the Army a dollar.  The state also says the Army's draft environmental impact 
statement for the land doesn't meet requirements and has major flaws. 

Big Island residents are on the lookout for a large wildcat. A man living on the slopes of Hualalai 
above Kailua-Kona, says he saw a wildcat that's about the size of a large dog while doing yardwork 
on Sunday morning. The man was able to snap blurry photos of the big cat, and photos of its paw 
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prints. He then grabbed his rifle and fired a warning shot in the air, making the cat jump and take off. 
The Department of Land and Natural Resources is investigating and still doesn't know what the 
animal is. State law bans all large wildcats like lynxes, bobcats, jaguars and leopards from coming to 
Hawaii. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday August 17, 2022

Authorities are looking for more information after a break-in at Kauai Humane Society led to the death 
of two dogs.  A 20-thousand-dollar reward is being offered for tips leading to the arrest and conviction 
of the person or people responsible for breaking into the facility.  Humane Society officials say the 
motive for the overnight break-in was unclear; noting that nothing was taken, but when staff arrived 
Sunday morning dozens of dogs were running lose in the facility and in the parking lot.  Two dogs 
who were being boarded while their owners were out of town escaped past the gate and were run 
over by a car.  Kauai Humane is asking for donations to beef up their security system.   Anyone with 
more information is urged to contact the Kauai Police Department at   808-241-1711 or Kauai Crime 
Stoppers at CS Kauai.org.  Reports to CS Kauai.org are anonymous.

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 2,696 new COVID-19 infections over the past 
week.  There were, 116 new infections reported here on Kauai.  DOH also reported 13 more deaths 
statewide, bringing the state’s coronavirus-related death toll to 1,619.
The state’s seven-day average of new cases fell to 404, down from 452 reported on Aug. 10, 
representing a decline for four weeks in a row.   Actual numbers are estimated to be at least five to 
six times higher since these figures do not include home test kit results.

That huge Hawai‘I island wildfire has been declared nearly contained.  The fire is just south of 
Waikōloa Village, the resort area, and near the Puu Lani Subdivision, The 17,000-acre wildfire has 
left a charred landscape. That’s 26.5-square-miles of burned land that dozens of firefighters, 
supported by heavy equipment and air assets, have worked a week to extinguish. Today, they 
achieved 90 percent containment of the fire.

Honolulu will make another run at the Little League World Series crown. Today, the boys face Bonney 
Lake-Sumner Little League to open the tournament in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Bonney Lake is 
from Washington State and is the Northwest Region champs. Honolulu is representing the West 
Region. First pitch is at one o'clock this afternoon, Hawai�i time. The game will be broadcast live on 
ESPN.  

The Department of Land and Natural Resources set a trap to catch feral cats and mongoose on Maui 
and got something unexpected on Tuesday. They found a live skunk in a trap at the Kanaha Pond 
State Wildlife Sanctuary. DLNR officials aren't quite sure where the skunk came from. But, they 
believe it could be the skunk spotted in January of last year, near Maui's Costco gas station. The gas 
station isn't too far from the wildlife sanctuary. The skunk was euthanized and given to the Hawaii 
Department of Agriculture, which will test it for rabies. Skunks present a high risk to Hawaii's 
ecosystem and native animals. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday August 18, 2022

The Department of Health is confirming two more monkeypox cases in Hawaii, bringing the statewide 
total to 18.  The DOH said one of the new cases involves an Oahu resident and the second case was 
found in a visitor who was diagnosed on Oahu.  Officials say there are monkeypox vaccines available 
to Hawaii residents 18 and older.  Visit the Hawaii Department of Health website for eligibility 
requirements and for more information.

A large wildfire burning on the Big Island is now 90-percent contained. The Leilani Wildfire has 
burned 26-and-a-half square miles of land near Waikoloa Village. Environmentalists now fear long 
term ramifications from the 17-thousand-acre fire. Not only did it scorch a rare native dryland forest, 
but it likely damaged a miles-long network of lava tubes underground. Scientists say the lava tubes 
have their own systems that include roots for ohia trees, and a community of underground insects.

A man is behind bars on suspicion of harassing a family visiting from Massachusetts with a chainsaw 
on Maui. Police say, on Monday, the 35-year-old hit the family's SUV with a chainsaw as they tried to 
leave a Beach Park in Kihei. Officers later found the man hanging out at the Kihei Boat Ramp. They 
arrested him on suspicion of first-degree criminal property damage and first-degree terroristic 
threatening. He's being held on 27-thousand-dollars bail. The motive is unclear.
 
One of two suspects accused of trafficking meth and fentanyl to Hilo will appear in federal court 
today. The woman and a man were both arrested last Friday, on suspicion of having the drugs 
shipped in from connections in Mexico and California. The second suspect, who is facing the same 
charges, is due in court for his detention hearing on Monday. Both are accused of planning to sell the 
meth and fentanyl. Their cover was blown on August 5th, after a routine inspection of inbound 
packages at a UPS facility in Hilo. Authorities say one of the boxes contained something that dealers 
often use to ship drugs into Hawaii.
 
A new study suggests Hawaii's community colleges are some of the best in the nation. The free credit 
score website WalletHub recently ranked the states with the best and worst community colleges. 
Hawaii came in fifth overall, and Kauai Community College ranks as one of the top 20 community 
colleges in the U.S. States were ranked based on their number of available community colleges, and 
the number of students attending those schools.
 
Honolulu is on its way to the second round of the Little League World Series, and the boys did it in 
dominant fashion. They beat Bonney Lake, Washington eleven-to-one on Wednesday. The game 
ended early on the ten-run mercy rule. Next up for Honolulu is a matchup with New York. First pitch 
from Williamsport, Pennsylvania is tomorrow at one o'clock in the afternoon, Hawaii time. The game 
will be live on ESPN.
 
The Salvation Army is holding a donation event tomorrow and asks residents, businesses, and 
organizations to bring by items they no longer need for reuse.  The Salvation Army Adult 
Rehabilitation Center is asking for items such as clothing, small furniture, children's toys, books and 
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shoes.  Torn and stained clothing will be accepted.  The donation event is being held at the Kauai 
Resource Center located in Līhu’e tomorrow from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
 
A district court judge in Hilo is extending a temporary restraining order against a longtime deputy 
prosecutor and his wife. Randall Albright and his massage therapist wife, Nicole Albright, are accused 
of harassing their next-door neighbors. The neighbors, the Gauthiers, were granted a temporary 
restraining order against the Albrights on August 3rd. The Gauthiers say that, for several months, 
they've been harassed and intimidated about issues like the property line, a shed, and their outdoor 
smoking habits. Albright has allegedly told his neighbors he upholds and enforces the law, which 
could be viewed as abusing his high-profile legal position in Hawaii County.
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday August 19, 2022

A brush fire in Kaumakani is no longer burning.  Fire officials says it happened Thursday afternoon at 
Salt Pond.  It took almost three hours to put out the fire, which charred 30 acres of land. No injuries 
were reported.  An investigation is ongoing. 

  The family of a security guard who died on Mark Zuckerberg's property in Hawaii is suing a company 
owned by the Facebook CEO. The security guard, Rodney Medeiros, died in 2019 after suffering a 
heart attack on Kauai's Koolau Ranch, which is owned by Zuckerberg and his wife Priscilla Chan. The 
family of the late 70-year-old man is claiming negligence and wrongful death against Zuckerberg's 
company, Pilaa Land LLC. Medeiros' family says he was forced to walk up a hill by himself on a dark, 
muddy night. A cardiologist's report concluded the physical stress of climbing up the hill contributed to 
the heart attack. The family says the billionaire Zuckerberg gave them 75-hundred-dollars after the 
security guard died. 

 The University of Hawaii's temporary football stadium will be bigger at this time next year. The U.H. 
Board of Regents has approved a plan to expand the capacity of the Ching Athletics Complex from 
nine-thousand to 17-thousand seats. The plan also relocates future track and field events to make 
way for the stadium expansion. With a small stadium, the Rainbow Warriors' status as an NCAA 
Division One football program is in jeopardy. 

 NOAA Fisheries is getting ready to relocate Hawaiian monk seal pup Koalani, who is getting to be 
less of a pup these days. When he's weaned off his mother, Rocky, he'll be moved from Kaimana 
Beach in Waikiki to an undisclosed, remote location on Oahu. Experts want him to grow up around 
other monk seals, and not on a crowded beach full of people. Since Koalani was born last month, he 
and his mom have had two close calls with people. 

  Honolulu will look to keep on rolling at the Little League World Series today. They play Massapequa, 
New York at 1:00 p.m., Hawaii time. The first game of the double elimination round will be shown on 
ESPN. Honolulu got off to a flying start on Wednesday. After a rain delay, they beat Bonney Lake, 
Washington eleven-to-one. The game ended early because of the ten-run mercy rule. Manager 
Gerald Oda is out with COVID-19, so his brother Keith is coaching in his absence. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday August 22, 2022

The Blood bank of Hawaii returns to Kaua‘i this week.  The three-day blood drive is Tuesday through 
Thursday, Aug. 23 to 25 at the Sheraton Kaua‘i Coconut Beach Resort. Hours of operations vary by 
day: Tuesday, Aug. 23, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Wednesday, Aug. 25, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Thursday, Aug. 26 
from 6 a.m. to 3 p.m.  For more information go to BBH.org  

A  Kauai Planning Commission meeting Tuesday could decide the fate of the  Coco Palms Resort at 
Wailua.  For 30 years, the site has been in ruins after being destroyed by Hurricane Iniki. Activists say 
they want local government to reconsider plans to build a 350 room hotel on the culturally historical 
site.  Environmental organizations plan to formally contest the county permits granted to the 
developer.  Rather than a hotel, they propose building the island’s first educational, cultural living 
center.

The Honolulu City Council may activate a commission that hasn't been around for nearly three 
decades. It's all in the name of protecting Oahu's historic cultural sites. The council is considering a 
measure that would activate the Historic Preservation Commission, which was created in 1993, but 
has sat dormant ever since. The commission was never staffed, and its commissioner positions have 
never been filled. Of Hawaii's four major counties, Honolulu is the only one without a commission of 
this type.

Honolulu police believe Friday night's shooting that left a 24-year-old woman dead at a bus stop in 
Chinatown was targeted, and not a random attack. The woman and her husband had been arguing 
with a man. Police say the argument escalated, then the man pulled a gun and opened fire. The 
woman died in a hospital on Saturday morning. The suspect, meanwhile, is still on the loose.   

Researchers at the University of Hawaii have developed a tool to show just how bad flooding might 
get in West Maui. Because of sea level rise and an already eroding shoreline, West Maui is arguably 
the most vulnerable coast in the island chain. The interactive mapping tool was developed by 
researchers at the Pacific Islands Ocean Observing System at U.H. Manoa. People can punch in 
various scenarios of sea level rise to get an idea of how West Maui's eroding shoreline may hold up. 
Scientists want to eventually apply the same computer modeling technology to other vulnerable 
coasts across the islands.  

Today, Honolulu will look to stay undefeated at this year's Little League World Series. They get 
Pearland, Texas next in the double elimination round. It's the nightcap of a Monday featuring six Little 
League World Series games. First pitch is at 1:00 p.m., Hawaii Time on ESPN Two. Honolulu 
crushed Massapequa, New York 12-nothing on Friday, with the game ending early via the mercy 
rule.  
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday August 23, 2022

Police are arresting a suspect in connection to a deadly shooting at a Chinatown bus 
stop.  Authorities say Tony Johnson is being held on suspicion of murder and gun crimes after being 
brought into custody this morning.  Police say the 58-year-old is accused of fatally shooting a 24-
year-old woman last Friday night, after Johnson got into a fight with the victim and her 
husband.  Johnson allegedly shot the woman in the head and she died the next morning.  

For the second time, a couple accused of working as Russian spies while living in Kapolei have had 
their request for bail denied. On Monday, a U.S. District Court judge said the man and woman could 
flee prosecution, and should be detained ahead of their trial. In making the ruling, the judge did not 
consider the Russian spy aspect of their case. The couple is accused of stealing the identities of dead 
children on the mainland more than 30 years ago, then using them to live double lives as American 
citizens. The couple's attorney argued they should be released from jail with ankle monitors.  

A reckless driver is accused of causing a head-on crash that killed two people and critically injured 
two more on Oahu's north shore. Police say the pickup truck driver was weaving in and out of traffic 
on Kamehameha Highway near Gunstock Ranch on Monday afternoon, then hit a Hyundai Elantra 
head-on. Two people in the Hyundai were killed and another is in critical condition. The suspect driver 
is also in critical condition with several broken bones. He's now being investigated for negligent 
homicide and manslaughter.  

There are several fundamental issues with the military's water distribution system that serves 93-
thousand people living near Pearl Harbor.  A new investigation by the EPA says some of those issues 
may violate state and federal regulations.  Among investigators' recent findings, there were particles 
floating in the water at an infiltration tunnel in the Halawa Shaft.  There are also photos that show 
rusted water tanks, unlabeled fluoride tanks, and something leaking from a corroded valve that goes 
to the Red Hill tanks.  It's unclear if fuel or water was leaking.   

The University of Hawaii's 2022 fall semester is off and running.  Monday was the first day of classes 
for what U.H. President David Lassner says is the largest incoming class in history, breaking last 
year's record.  Masks are still required on campus in most indoor areas.  Recently WalletHub.com 
announced the Puhi campus received the No. 14 ranking on the best list of its Best Community 
Colleges report.  The report by the personal-finance website determines where students can receive 
the best education at the cheapest rates. The comparison was made from more than 650 community 
colleges 

A new study is finding residents of Hawaii live longer compared to residents of any other state.  CDC 
data from 2020 shows Hawaii residents live 80-point-seven years on average.  In comparison to the 
worst state for life expectancy, residents in Mississippi live an average of just under 72 years -- nearly 
a ten-year difference.  Researchers also found women tend to outlive men in Hawaii, living nearly six 
years longer on average.   
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Honolulu just can't stop winning at the Little League World Series. On Monday, the boys defeated 
Pearland, Texas in a six-nothing shutout and advanced to the semifinals of the United States bracket. 
They'll face Nolensville, Tennessee on Wednesday for a chance to get a step closer to playing in the 
U.S. final this weekend. 

Hilo Medical Center is taking an unprecedented step in the middle of a statewide healthcare worker 
shortage.  It's now hiring nurse aides with no experience and training them on the job as they 
go.  Hawaii is short hundreds of nurses, and nurse aides.  The situation was made worse about three 
years ago.  Before the pandemic, one of the only certified nursing assistant programs on the Big 
Island shut down.  Hilo Medical Center officials say they've been operating at 130-percent capacity in 
recent weeks, and are seeing between 140 and 160 patients in the ER each day. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday August 24, 2022

A legal challenge has been filed contesting the new Coco Palms developer’s permits.  The historic 
hotel has yet to have recovered from Hurricane Iniki in 1992, which left it in a state of 
disrepair.  Several efforts to rehab the property have ended in failure. In the latest, permits were 
issued in 2015 to the Honolulu-based Coco Palms Hui, LLC, which failed to make significant progress 
on the site.  Lawyer Teresa Tico, acting on behalf of several community organizations, announced 
that she had filed a petition asking the Planning Commission to find that, because of the lack of 
progress on the project, the permits issued in 2015 should no longer be valid. Tico was one of more 
than 120 voices criticizing the project, including more than a dozen live testifiers. A common request 
from the testifiers was that the land be used instead for a native Hawaiian cultural center.

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 2,219 new COVID-19 infections over the past 
week.  DOH also reported 13 more deaths, bringing the state’s coronavirus-related death toll to 
1,632. The state’s seven-day average of new cases fell to 322, down from 404 reported on Aug. 17, 
representing a decline for five weeks in a row.  There were, 101 new infections reported on 
Kauai.  Actual numbers are estimated to be at least five to six times higher since these figures do not 
include home test kit results.

The Hawaii Department of Health this morning reported four additional cases of monkeypox, bringing 
the total reported in the state since early June to 22 cases.  DOH said it has identified four additional 
cases of monkeypox in two Oahu residents and one Maui resident, all of which remain under 
investigation, and a Hawaii island resident whose case is related to community exposure.

Honolulu Little League continued to dominate the 2022 Little League World Series with a 13-0 victory 
over Tennessee’s Nolensville Little League on Wednesday.  Honolulu improves to 4-0 for the 
tournament and advances to Saturday’s United States championship game against an opponent to 
be determined on Thursday.  On Wednesday, Honolulu had 13 hits as a team, including five home 
runs, while allowing just two hits.  Four straight teams from Hawaii have advanced to the Little 
League World Series, with all four teams winning every game to get to the U.S. championship 
game.  Saturday’s United States championship game begins at 9:30 a.m. HST on ABC.

The Hawaii Department of Health is expanding a wastewater surveillance program to better track the 
spread of COVID-19.  Brooks Baehr with the state Department of Health says the program involves 
its 15 statewide facilities collecting sewage samples then sending them to a lab for testing.  Baehr 
told KITV-4 sampling wastewater can give the state an earlier indication if COVID levels are rising or 
falling, and also can detect new variants earlier than other methods.
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday August 25, 2022

A patient is dead and a paramedic is fighting for their life after an apparent explosion inside an 
ambulance parked in Kailua. An EMT standing in front of the ambulance at the time was also hurt but 
is now in stable condition. The blast happened Wednesday night, outside Adventist Health Castle 
hospital. Honolulu Emergency Services Director Doctor Jim Ireland says the cause of the big 
explosion and fire is not clear right now. The paramedic who's in critical condition is an eight-year 
veteran of the city.  
  
Former Honolulu deputy prosecutor Katherine Kealoha is trying to get her conviction for conspiracy 
and obstruction of justice thrown out. She's been working from prison in hopes of making an 
argument that will get her 2019 verdict overturned. On Tuesday, Kealoha submitted a hand-written 
filing in U.S. District Court. In it, she claims Assistant U.S. Attorney Michael Wheat destroyed her 
marriage to Louis Kealoha by describing a photo that she claims doesn't exist. The alleged photo 
shows Kealoha posing with cocaine on her husband's desk. Kealoha is telling Wheat to show the 
image once and for all, or step away from her case entirely.
  
Maui County has issued its first ever concealed-carry gun permit. It was the first one granted by the 
Maui County Police Department out of 187 applicants. It comes about two months after the U.S. 
Supreme Court ruled people are allowed to carry a gun outside their homes. Since the ruling was 
made, the Honolulu Police Department has received 333 applications for concealed-carry permits, 
compared to the usual three or four per year. But, none have been granted yet.
  
Hawaii is reporting four new cases of monkeypox.  The state's Department of Health says that brings 
the statewide total to 22.  Last week, the DOH announced it was expanding it's vaccination 
requirements as the cases continue to rise.  The first case of monkeypox in Hawaii was reported in 
June.
  
A researcher at the University of Hawaii Cancer Center is getting a two-point-eight-million-dollar grant 
from the National Institute on Drug Abuse. The money will be used to develop and test an e-cigarette 
prevention program to keep young people who live in rural parts of the islands from getting hooked. 
Scott Okamoto, who is conducting the research, will have extra focus on Native Hawaiians and 
Pacific Islanders. Statistics show they use vaping products more than any other ethnic groups in 
Hawaii. The CDC recently reported 18-percent of middle school students in the state use vaping 
products. That's the highest amount among all 14 states that took enough relevant data. But, 30-
percent of all Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander middle schoolers admit to using vaping products.
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday August 26, 2022

Still No arrests have been made following a break in at the Kauai Humane Society which happened 
more than a week ago.  Over 70-dogs were let lose. Two dogs who were boarding there while their 
owners vacationed died after getting hit by a car.  Some of the other dogs received minor 
injuries.  The KHS is offering a 20-thousand-dollar reward for information leading to the conviction of 
the person or people involved.  To report any information on the culprits involved you can go to Crime 
Stoppers Kauai at CSkauai.org     Reports to Crime stoppers can be anonymous.

Investigators have yet to identify the cause of Wednesday night's deadly ambulance explosion and 
fire outside Adventist Health Castle hospital in Kailua. The explosion killed a 91-year-old patient in the 
back of the ambulance and left a paramedic in critical condition. The paramedic is hospitalized, in 
intensive care. An EMT sitting in the front of the ambulance was not hurt. Investigators are looking 
into the role oxygen may have played in causing the blast. The injured paramedic has been with 
Honolulu EMS for a decade.
  
Hawaii residents' main concern when it comes to tourism is overcrowding. That's according to results 
of a new resident sentiment survey conducted by the Hawaii Tourism Authority and Department of 
Business, Economic Development, and Tourism. Nearly two-thousand Hawaii residents took part in 
the survey between May 7th and July 30th. Residents' other concerns about tourism, in order, are 
damage to the environment, higher prices and cost of living, traffic problems, and a lack of respect for 
the Hawaiian culture and tradition. Nearly 843-thousand people visited the islands in June. That's the 
second highest monthly visitor count since January of 2020.  

Starting next year, many Hawaii residents between the ages of 72 and 79 will be getting a special 
"kupuna" driver's license. Those who have one will get four years to renew their licenses rather than 
the typical two. Older residents will get the special driver's license if they don't have conditions that 
might impair their driving abilities. The renewal fee will be 20-dollars.
  
Passengers on a Hawaiian Airlines flight are safe after pilots decided to divert back to Hawaii after 
smelling fumes in the cockpit.  Shortly after taking off from Honolulu on Thursday morning, the flights 
captain declared and emergency and turned around mid-flight.  While no details have been shared on 
what caused the fumes, maintenance teams are inspecting the aircraft.  All passengers have had 
their flights rescheduled.  

It'll be a rematch between Honolulu and Nolensville, Tennessee in tomorrow's Little League World 
Series United States Championship game. Tennessee defeated Texas seven-one to advance on 
Thursday. Honolulu played Tennessee on Wednesday and dismantled them 13-nothing. The game 
was called after the fourth inning because of the mercy rule. The winner will face the winner of the 
international.  The U.S. and international champion will then battle for the world championship on 
Sunday. Tomorrow's Hawaii little league game starts at 9:30 a.m., Hawaii time.

Anahola Marketplace is hosting a free music festival tomorrow that's doubling as a food drive for 
Kauai Independent Food Bank.  Musical acts set to play include the Golden Nuggets and Tropical 
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Groove, with local recording artist Sashamon named as the headliner.  The event is scheduled from 
five p.m. to nine p.m. tomorrow.  There is no cover charge; instead festivalgoers are asked to donate 
a non-perishable food item.
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday August 29, 2022

Kaiser Permanente's mental health clinicians in Hawaii have gone on strike.  Employees say they're 
sick of staffing shortages and demand the company hires more therapists.  The strike officially began 
at six this morning at the Kaiser Honolulu Medical Office and will rotate at different locations around 
the islands.  According to the union representing Kaiser's mental health professionals,  the number of 
full-time workers providing direct mental health therapy in Hawaii has fallen from 51 to 48 since last 
November. Some therapists are booked through the middle of the fall, because there's no one else to 
take on the patient load.
  
The best little league baseball team in the world once again hails from Honolulu. Honolulu defeated 
Curacao 13-to-three in Sunday's world championship game in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. They 
ended it in four innings, on the ten-run mercy rule. It's Honolulu's second Little League World Series 
title since 2018, and fourth overall for Hawaii.  This time around, they finished a perfect six-and-oh 
and outscored their opponents by a combined final score of 60-to-five. The smallest margin of victory 
was four runs.
  
The state capitol building will be closed for the day due to a "severe power outage."  Officials earlier 
today said they couldn't determine a cause for the outage at that time.  Last night, the Honolulu Fire 
Department responded to a call at the state Capitol for a building fire.  Crews say they found light 
smoke coming from an electrical room when they arrived.  It's unclear if this is connected to the power 
outage.

A woman is behind bars on suspicion of trying to smuggle two-pounds of meth through Honolulu 
Airport. The Department of Public Safety says she had the meth stowed in her carry-on bag last 
Thursday. The drugs were found during a routine search at a security checkpoint. The woman was 
about to board a flight from Honolulu to Hilo. She has been charged with promoting a dangerous drug 
and is due in court today.

 Results of a new survey show Hawaii residents are in favor of visitors paying access fees to state 
parks and trails. The Resident Sentiment Survey was conducted by the state Department of 
Business, Economic Development, and Tourism. More than 70-percent of residents surveyed support 
visitor access fees to state parks. Ninety-one-percent find it important to educate visitors and 
residents on how to take care of the islands and each other. Seventy-percent believe visitors should 
be encouraged to volunteer and give back during their trips to Hawaii. And, 66-percent believe tax 
dollars should be spent managing the impacts of tourism, rather than promoting tourism. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday August 30, 2022

Kauai's Cop on Top fundraiser over the weekend surpassed their goal of $25,000, and raised nearly 
$30,000 for our Kaua‘i Special Olympic athletes.”  The Cop on Top fundraiser started Thursday 
morning, when three Kaua‘i Police Department officers — Jonathan Anderson and Justin Numazu, 
and Sgt. Matthew Tavares — were raised to the rooftop of the Walmart store through the special use 
of a Kaua‘i Island Utility Cooperative boom truck.  The officers’ goal was to remain atop the roof until 
the $25,000 goal was met, or until Saturday afternoon.  Congratulations to all participants of this 
year's successful cop on top fundraiser.

One of the longest predator-proof fences in the U.S. is being built on Kauai. It's under construction at 
the Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge on Kauai's north shore. The cost of the fence is one-point-
seven-million-dollars, will be two-point-one-miles long, and will enclose 168 of the 199-acres at the 
refuge. It's to protect native seabird species, including some that are close to going extinct. The 
fencing is to keep unwanted animals from digging, climbing or jumping into protected habitats.
  
The Boy Scouts of America is reacting to the tragic accidental shooting over the weekend that left a 
child dead at Camp Honokaia near Honoka'a.  Big Island Now reports the organization confirmed the 
child that was killed on Sunday was a registered Boy Scout in the Aloha Council.  Boy Scouts of 
America also extended its sincere condolences to the victim's family and local troop members.  The 
boy's identity and age has yet to be released to the public.

A travel agent accused by clients of booking them on bogus trips then stealing their money has been 
convicted of the crimes in a California court.  Wendy Wong pleaded no contest to the charges, which 
included failing to provide her clients with travel services that were paid for and illegally withdrawing 
cash from their accounts.  She operated her business called "House of Aloha Hawaii" in Ewa Beach 
and offered to arrange trips between Hawaii and the San Francisco Bay area.  Wong faces two years 
in prison but can avoid jail time if she pays over 150-thousand-dollars in restitution by her sentencing 
date in November.

New data from the Honolulu Police Department proves violent crime is in fact on the rise on 
Oahu.  The number of murders, aggravated assaults, forcible sex assaults and robberies was up five-
point-six-percent in the first seven months of this year, compared to the same time period last 
year.  Bobby Cavaco, president of the State of Hawaii Organization of Police Officers, thinks he 
knows why it's happening.  Speaking with the Civil Beat, Cavaco says there are less police on the 
streets, drug use and mental illness are increasing, and bars have reopened, which has led to more 
brawls.  

The players, coaches, and families of Honolulu Little League are back home with the world 
championship in tow. The team was greeted with a hero's welcome when they touched down at 
Honolulu Airport on Monday afternoon. Their plane was saluted with a water cannon. Then, as they 
walked through the airport, the Royal Hawaiian Band played 'We Are the Champions.' Mayor 
Blangiardi and Lieutenant Governor Green were also on hand to welcome back the champs.  
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Hawaii's inmates serving time at a private prison in Arizona will have to undergo stricter COVID-19 
testing protocols. This comes after five inmates flown back to Hawaii earlier this month tested positive 
after they landed. Nearly 120 inmates were on the same chartered flight back to Hawaii on August 
18th. Twenty-one of the prisoners on that flight have since come down with coronavirus. None of the 
inmates had COVID symptoms when they got on the plane either. All thousand-plus inmates being 
held at the Saguaro Correctional Facility in Eloy, Arizona must now get tested. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday August 31, 2022

An 81-year-old male visitor James Pirkle Jr., of California died Monday afternoon in waters off ‘Anini 
Beach.  At approximately 12:40 p.m. on Monday, Hanalei firefighters and ocean safety officers were 
dispatched to ‘Anini Beach and found the unresponsive man face down in the water wearing a 
snorkel mask, about 100 yards from shore. They brought him to shore and immediately began 
administering CPR.  AMR medics arrived shortly after and took over advanced resuscitation efforts, 
but the man could not be revived.
  
The Hawaii State Department of Health (DOH) reported 12 new deaths related to COVID-19 and 
1,777 new infections over the last seven days in Hawaii. The total number of deaths now stands at 
1,644.  The state’s seven-day average of new cases fell to 245, down from 322 reported on Aug. 24, 
representing the fifth consecutive week of declines. .  Here on Kauai there were 114 new infections 
reported over the past week.  Actual numbers are estimated to be at least five to six times higher 
since these figures do not include home test kit results.

The Navy is finding itself in more hot water with four military families filing a federal lawsuit today over 
the Red Hill water crisis.  According to the lawsuit, the families allege the fuel-contaminated water led 
to seizures, gastrointestinal issues, rashes and lesions.  The suit goes on to accuse government 
officials of knowing all along that the water the community was drinking and bathing in "was 
dangerously contaminated."  

In what's being considered a major milestone, trains are now running on the Honolulu rail line. This 
week, the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation is starting trial runs on the first segment of the 
20-mile project. Tests are being conducted on all aspects of the trains, stations, systems, and 
operating personnel.

A new national report predicts Hawaii's housing prices might finally start to drop.  Core Logic released 
the report on Tuesday.  However our state economist says home prices will decrease by 20-percent 
at the most, which is much less than the report predicts.  He says the housing market will go down 
nationwide, but it won't be as big of a change locally as the report expects.  


