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Local Kaua�i News – Friday July 1, 2022

Sadly, Our county of Kaua‘i announced another covid19 death on our island. The fatality was a man 
in his 40's who was hospitalized.  This was the fifth Covid fatality in the last 5 weeks on our 
island.  Kaua‘i’s 7-day average case counts declined for the fourth consecutive week this week, to 32 
cases a day. Last week saw a daily average of 46 cases and the two weeks prior saw averages of 57 
and 65.

 Three California visitors were rescued in in ocean waters off Po‘ipū Thursday afternoon by Kauai first 
responders.  At approximately 1 p.m. on Thursday, responders were dispatched to an ocean rescue 
at a surf spot commonly known as Acid Drops in Po‘ipū.  The three individuals were on flotation 
devices fronting an area commonly known as Baby Beach. According to reports, the individuals were 
caught in a current at Acid Drops and drifted about half a mile to Baby Beach.  Ocean Safety Bureau 
personnel on jet ski shuttled the visitors back to shore

The Navy has finalized its report about last year's fuel leaks at its Red Hill storage facility, which led to 
thousands of people getting sick after using their tap water. The Navy's report, released by the state 
health department Thursday, says the underground fuel spills were preventable, and the result of 
"cascading failures." The report also says as much as five-thousand-gallons of diesel jet fuel spilled 
into the Navy's public drinking water system last year.

Starting today West Maui and Upcounty communities must restrict water usage.  According to the 
Department of Water Supply, the county issued a Stage One water shortage due to severe drought 
and key reservoirs running low.  The mandatory order prohibits non-essential water usage, including 
watering lawns or washing cars.

A restaurant group in Hawaii is paying up.  An investigation from the U.S. Department of Labor 
showed D.K. Restaurant Group made employees share tips with their managers.  Following the 
investigation, the department recovered over 117-thousand dollars in damages and wages for 70 
workers.  The case revealed that managers salaries were cut by at least 25 percent after reopening 
from the pandemic, which was apparently the reason for the tip sharing. 

 Hawaii's visitor numbers continue to rebound. More than 776-thousand people visited the islands in 
May. That's a nearly 92-percent recovery rate from May of 2019, before the pandemic affected things. 
It's the second highest monthly recovery rate of any month since the pandemic started. April's visitor 
recovery rate was the highest of all at more than 96-percent. Visitors also spent more than one-and-
a-half-billion-dollars in Hawaii last month. That's a more than ten-percent increase compared to May 
of 2019. 

 The U.S. Supreme Court is siding with a Hawaii resident who says the state's gun laws violate his 
second-amendment rights. Hilo resident George Young sued Hawaii County about its strict gun laws 
in 2012. Hawaii technically allows conceal-carry, but has many legal restrictions. Only four conceal-
carry permits were granted in Hawaii between 2000 and 2020, and Young wasn't one of the 
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recipients. Hawaii's conceal-carry law is similar to New York's anti-conceal carry law, which was 
recently overturned by the Supreme Court. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday July 4, 2022
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday July 5, 2022

At the direction of the President of the United States, Gov. David Ige has ordered that the United 
States flag and the Hawai‘i state flag will be flown at half-staff at the State Capitol and upon all state 
offices and agencies as well as the Hawai‘i National Guard in the State of Hawai‘i, immediately, until 
sunset on Saturday, July 9. This action is a mark of respect for the victims of the Highland Park 
tragedy in Illinois.

  President Biden is awarding two soldiers from Hawaii the nation's highest military award for valor on 
the field of battle.  In a White House ceremony today, Biden presented the Medal of Honor to four 
soldiers for gallantry during combat in the Vietnam War.  Biden presented the medal to Specialist 
Dennis Fujii of Kauai, and a posthumous medal was awarded to Staff Sergeant Edward Kaneshiro of 
Honolulu, who was killed while serving in Vietnam.  Soldiers from Chicago and Oklahoma City were 
honored as well.  The President praised the honorees for acts of incredible, astonishing and selfless 
heroism.  

 Southwest Airlines is expanding interisland service in the Islands.  Company officials say the Texas-
based carrier expects to nearly double daily departures in Hawaii by the fall.  The expansion 
reportedly includes plans for a new route between Lihue and Kahului.  Authorities say the carrier will 
also add five flights between Honolulu and Kahului, as well as six daily flights between Honolulu and 
Kona, and between Honolulu and Lihue.  

Maui's Upcountry hunting community is protesting a contraceptive feed for wild pigs.  On Sunday, 
around 50 people demonstrated against Hogstop, which is available for use by private land owners 
on the Hawaiian Islands.  A press release from the group says they voiced their opposition to 
sterilizing a wild food resource.  According to protestors in attendance, hunting is the most effective 
and humane way of keeping animal populations in balance.

Some Hawaii families needing help paying for preschool are getting it.  The Hawaii Department of 
Human Services is now accepting applications for eligible families to receive financial assistance for 
their young students.  The Preschool Open Doors program currently serves more than 600 children 
across the state.  Applications for incoming preschool students for the next school year are due no 
later than July 29th. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday July 6, 2022

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 4,381 new COVID-19 infections over the past week, 
lower than the number reported the previous week.   DOH also reported 20 more deaths, bringing the 
state’s coronavirus-related death toll to 1,524.  The state’s seven-day average of new cases today 
was reported at 652 compared to 685 reported on June 29, representing a continued downward trend 
for the fifth week in a row. 

The actual daily average of new cases is estimated to be five to six times higher, DOH Director Dr. 
Libby Char has said, due to unreported home test results.  Kauai County continues to have the 
highest positivity rate at 18.6%.  There were 205 new cases reported on Kauai.

The Honolulu Board of Water Supply says the city's aquifer is contaminated.  According to the recent 
report, multiple fuel components, including petroleum, diesel, oil, and more, have dissolved into the 
ground water and are likely moving with the aquifer.  Per an announcement this week, the board is 
seeking a new water source for a well.  Meanwhile, the Navy is reporting potentially 54-hundred 
gallons of fuel unaccounted for after last year's Red Hill fuel spill.  

Former Hawaii State Senator J. Kalani English is heading to prison on felony fraud charges related to 
his time in office.  The 40-month sentence was handed down in Federal Court yesterday.  Attorneys 
for English were asking for a lighter sentence, but Assistant U.S. Attorney Kenneth Sorenson argued 
having the state's Senate Majority Leader taking bribes in office was incredibly damaging.  English 
and former House Representative Ty Cullen both pleaded guilty earlier this year for failing to report 
money on their annual financial disclosure reports.   

Two Army Veterans from Hawaii are being honored for their heroics during there serving in the 
Vietnam War.  Staff Sergeant Edward N. Kaneshiro and Specialist Five Dennis M. Fujii were awarded 
the Medal of Honor by President Joe Biden at the White House this week.  Specialist Five Fujii was 
on-hand to accept the award.  The family of Staff Sergeant Kaneshiro accepted the posthumous 
honor on his behalf. 

 Governor David Ige is working toward a clean energy economy with the latest bill signed this 
week.  HB-18-hundred makes energy efficiency, renewable portfolio standards, zero emission vehicle 
fueling rebates, and more law.  The governor said last week's US Supreme Court ruling on climate 
change reinforces why it's so important for states to take their own steps and lead by example.  The 
new bill targets 2030 for the state to be at least 50-percent lower than 2005 emissions.    

 A 72-year-old man is facing charges related to a 1978 cold case murder in Kalapana.  Steven Ray 
Simpson is charged with second degree murder in connection to the death of Valerie Warshay, a 26-
year-old park ranger who was visiting the state from California.  DNA evidence connected Simpson to 
the murder.  He is currently serving time in the Oahu Community Correctional Center on unrelated 
charges.     
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(Honolulu, HI)  --  Court documents are revealing more information regarding the deadly domestic 
shooting inside a Ewa Beach home late last week.  According to reports, 24-year-old Josiah Garcia 
shot his mother in the face, killing her on Friday, July 1st.  Garcia called 911 to report the 
shooting.  Police say he was compliant when they arrived and pointed officers inside the home to his 
mother's body.  



FCC Public Inspection Files
Pacific Media Group Kaua�i

KQNG FM93.5 / KSHK 103.1FM / KSRF 95.9FM / KUAI 104.5FM/570AM
Local Kaua�i News

2022 - Quarter 3 – July

Page 7 of 28

Local Kaua�i News – Thursday July 7, 2022

Governor Ige has made several line-item vetoes to the Supplemental Appropriations Act, also known 
as the budget bill. On Wednesday, he said lawmakers exceeded the spending limit by more than 100-
million-dollars. They were planning to spend more money than was available through federal funding. 
Ige also says lawmakers didn't allocate funding to the Department of Education and University of 
Hawaii. Ige is also going to re-allocate some of the cash to the Hawaii Tourism Authority. 

Congressman Kai Kahele won't be getting extra money from the state to fund his bid for governor. His 
campaign missed the deadline to apply for hundreds of thousands of dollars in public funds. Kahele 
would have qualified after receiving the minimum amount of donations from people giving one-
hundred-dollars or less. He had until the end of June to file a mandatory signed and notarized 
affidavit. In it, he would have promised not to spend more than two-point-one-million-dollars on his 
campaign. Kahele would have received up to 208-thousand-dollars in public funds. He's also now 
ineligible for the money if he advances to the November general election. 

 Hawaii could be in for yet another surge of COVID-19 cases. That's according to state epidemiologist 
Doctor Sarah Kemble, who says she and her colleagues at the state Department of Health have been 
keeping track of two subvariants of the original Omicron variant. Both subvariants are spreading on 
the mainland, accounting for higher case and positivity numbers in recent weeks. But, there's hope. 
Kemble says the most recent case surge in Hawaii was driven by the Omicron variant, so there might 
already be a good deal of immunity built up among the population. But, reinfections are also 
common.  

Forty-eight Oahu residents recently applied to carry guns in public after the U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down a decades-old New York law. The law required people to show proper cause for carrying 
a gun in public. Honolulu Police Chief Arthur Logan says 48 applications have been submitted, even 
though Hawaii has a similar law about conceal-carry. In the past 22 years, only four permits to carry 
guns in public have been granted in Hawaii. Logan says the HPD can no longer ask applicants why 
they need to carry a gun in public, but other requirements still need to be met before licenses can be 
handed out. 

 An unloaded handgun was found in a carry-on bag at a security checkpoint at the Honolulu 
Airport.  The TSA reports the weapon was found June 30th while the bag was in the x-ray screening 
area.  The man traveling with the gun was headed to Los Angeles.  He was questioned by law 
enforcement and later arrested. It marks the second time this year that a gun was found in a carry-on 
bag at the Honolulu airport. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday July 8, 2022

A Līhu‘e man is under arrest Friday after barricading himself in an apartment for six hours following 
an apparent stabbing.  The male suspect has been identified as 61-year-old Derek Bracken Smith of 
Līhu‘e.  At 1:15 a.m., the Kaua‘i Police Department received a call of a female who was stabbed by a 
male subject at Sun Village Condos in a different apartment from where the suspect barricaded 
himself. She was  treated for her injuries, and later released from Wilco Emergency Room.  The 
barricade situation ended approximately six hours, after negotiators were able to talk Mr. Smith into 
exiting the residence peacefully. Smith is under arrest and is being held on $30,050 bail. He has been 
charged with second-degree assault, kidnapping, first-degree burglary, and second-degree criminal 
trespass. The Kaua‘i Police Department is continuing to investigate this incident.

  Gov. David Ige has ordered that the U.S. and Hawaii stage flags at the state Capitol be flown at half-
staff from sunrise to sunset on Sunday in memory of former Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
who was assassinated Friday while giving a campaign speech.  Flags are also to be flown half-staff 
and upon all state offices and agencies and at the Hawaii National Guard on Sunday.  The flags are 
already at half-staff to honor the victims of the Fourth of July Highland Park shooting until sunset on 
Saturday.

The Navy is investigating leaked photos and video of last November's large fuel spill at its Red Hill 
facility. The images show fuel shooting out of a pipe on November 20th. In all, the fuel gushed from 
the pipe for more than 34 hours. It then made its way down a tunnel, then contaminated the Navy's 
drinking water system supplying thousands of people living on and around Joint Base Pearl Harbor-
Hickam. The Navy has previously said most of its closed-circuit cameras that would have recorded 
the fuel spill were out of commission for most of last year. The footage came from An unnamed 
military source. The Navy says whoever that person is could face disciplinary action. 

 Governor Ige has signed two bills into law devoting hundreds of millions of dollars to education. One 
dedicates a historic 200-million-dollars to create more public preschool facilities across Hawaii. The 
other bill, also signed Thursday, provides ten-million-dollars to install more air conditioning in public 
school classrooms. Ige says the 200-million-dollars is the most the state has ever invested in 
prekindergarten education. The funding can be used to build new facilities, and to renovate, improve 
and expand existing facilities. The state legislature estimates it will cost a million bucks to build or 
renovate a single preschool classroom.  

Fewer Americans and Canadians who visit Hawaii plan on coming back within the next five years. 
Results of a state-commissioned Visitor Satisfaction and Activity Survey, released Thursday, show 
the cost of the trip is the main reason visitors don't plan on booking another one. The second most 
popular reason is people are already planning on vacationing somewhere else in the near future. 
Nearly four-thousand visitors from the U.S. and Canada were surveyed between January and the end 
of April. About 82-percent of visitors from the U.S. West said they'd be interested in returning to 
Hawaii within the next five years, which is four-percent less than last year and the lowest score since 
2016.
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Results of a new study provide some insight into snorkeling deaths in Hawaii, which are the number 
one cause of death among tourists. The study was conducted by a state Department of Health 
subcommittee and funded by the Hawaii Tourism Authority. It finds that most snorkeling-related 
deaths are not from inhaling water. They're from low levels of oxygen in body tissues, caused by 
excess fluid buildup in the lungs. There's also a connection between snorkeling-related drownings 
and a cardiac condition common in middle-aged men, who are some of the most frequent drowning 
and near-drowning victims. The condition restricts the heart's ability to fill with blood between beats. 
The study also finds breathing through a snorkel that has too much resistance can prove deadly, 
since it reduces pressure in the lungs.  

On Oahu The state Department of Agriculture is investigating after a live snake was captured at a 
Home Depot in Kapolei. The snake was found Wednesday night, on a pallet in a shipping container of 
mixed merchandise. Honolulu police were able to catch the snake in a bucket and handed it off to 
agricultural inspectors Thursday morning. Officials say it's a non-venomous juvenile gopher snake. 
Possessing a snake is illegal in Hawaii.
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday July 11, 2022

The Hawai�i Department of Transportation is notifying Kaua�i motorists that the Wailua Mauka 
Bridge  on Kūhiō Highway will be undergoing geotechnical drilling work on a nightly basis starting 
Monday evening, July 11.  During working hours, all traffic will be directed to the Makai Bridge. The 
work is scheduled between the hours of 9 p.m. and 5 a.m.  Traffic control devices and flaggers will be 
in place to assist with traffic flow. The estimated completion date is Friday, July 22.

 A tentative contract agreement has been reached between Hawaii's largest hotel and its workers. 
That means 18-hundred employees of the Hilton Hawaiian Village in Waikiki won't go on strike. The 
new agreement is for two years, and includes better wages, benefits, and the return of daily room 
cleaning and other services. The workers' union expects to vote to ratify the deal during the next 
week. 

 Hawaii is set to get a new statewide police force.  On Friday, Governor David Ige signed a bill that 
would divide the Department of Public Safety by two.  The Department of Law Enforcement will 
develop by next summer and will staff around 400 officers.  The other sector is the Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation and will oversee jails and prisons. 

Another international tourism market is back open to Hawaii. A week ago, Hawaiian Airlines flew 
passengers in from New Zealand for the first time since March of 2020 when the pandemic put the 
relationship between the two destinations on hold. Then, last Tuesday, Air New Zealand resumed 
direct service between the country and Honolulu. Both airlines will now fly between Honolulu and New 
Zealand three times a week. In 2019, nearly 74-thousand passengers flew from New Zealand to 
Hawaii. 

  Despite its ongoing controversies, the construction of the Thirty Meter Telescope appears to have 
strong backing. In a new poll conducted by the Civil Beat and Hawaii News Now, 44-percent of 
respondents say they strongly support the telescope. Seventeen-percent of people say they strongly 
oppose it. Another six-percent say it flat out doesn't matter to them. One-thousand-120 people were 
polled, with 780 of them being from Oahu.  
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday July 12, 2022

Kauai county is moving forward on plans to purchase several electric transit buses.  The buses would 
replace diesel-powered vehicles that need to be retired soon.  The County Council approved the 
request to apply for the grant funding to purchase the four additional buses last Wednesday.  The 
buses and infrastructure will be largely subsidized by new federal funding . The total cost of the 
purchase of four buses, including the charging infrastructure and required workforce-development 
training, is $5,300,000 in federal funds and $930,000 from the county

 Governor David Ige signed a bill on July 11th that aims to fund the Department of Hawaiian Home 
Lands to get rid of the lengthy waitlist.  House Bill 2511 provides DHHL 600-million dollars to develop 
"a multi-pronged approach" give land to Hawaiian natives and make them homeowners.  There are 
currently over 28-thousand applicants on the waitlist.  

Three former Hawaii correctional officers are facing up to 20 years in prison for attacking an inmate 
and trying to cover up the incident.  A federal jury on Friday found Jason Tagaloa, Craig Pinkey and 
Jonathan Taum guilty.  The trial exposed details of how the inmate was attacked saying the three 
officers took turns for two minutes punching and kicking him while he was lying in his own blood.  The 
inmate was left with a broken nose, jaw and eye socket.  The Hawaii Department of Public Safety 
fired all three officers along with a fourth who pled guilty for his role in the assault and cover-up.  

In less than two months, Honolulu will ban single-use plastic and foam food ware. The ban was 
supposed to kick in on New Year's Day, but the city delayed it because of pandemic-related and 
supply chain issues. Now, it's scheduled to start for real on September 6th. "Fossil fuel derived" 
plastics will no longer be allowed to be given out at restaurants. But, bioplastics made from organic 
materials will be okay. Inspections will be complaint-driven, and repeat violators can be fined up to 
one-thousand-dollars per day. 

Mokulele Airlines is expanding service to interisland travelers. It's adding a pair of 28-seat aircrafts to 
its fleet. The standard Cessna Caravan turboprop airplanes Mokulele uses for flights to Molokai and 
Lanai can only carry nine passengers at a time. The airline promised to expand service in January of 
2021, when it officially became the only airline flying to both islands. The new, larger aircraft also 
come with overhead bins and more cargo room.

Hurricane Darby quickly weakening and is now a category three as it moves toward the Central 
Pacific. Forecasters expect Darby to weaken to a tropical storm by Thursday, then to a tropical 
depression by the time it reaches Hawaii on Saturday. There's a good chance it could bring some 
heavy rain showers to the islands, but nothing more extreme.  

A Hanapēpē man was arrested following a hit and run on a portion of Kūhiō Highway in Kapa‘a on 
July 2, 2022.  Kalen Badua-Maca-dang-dang, 23, of Hanapēpē, was charged with first-degree 
negligent injury, accidents involving serious bodily injury, inattention to driving, reckless driving, 
driving without a license, and operating a vehicle under the influence of an intoxicant.  At 
approximately 9 p.m. on July 2, the incident occurred on Kūhiō Highway, near the Kukui Street 
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intersection in Kapa‘a. A Chevrolet truck, operated by the suspect, drove onto the southbound 
sidewalk and struck an 81-year-old male from Kilauea. The driver fled the scene but was later 
apprehended.  The 81-year-old male sustained multiple facial fractures and other injuries. He was 
admitted to Wilcox Medical Center in serious condition but was later released. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday July 13, 2022

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 4,464 new COVID-19 infections in our state over the 
past week.  DOH also reported 11 more deaths, bringing the state’s coronavirus-related death toll to 
1,535.  The state’s seven-day average of new cases, was reported at 558 compared with 651 
reported on July 6, falling for the sixth week in a row.  The actual daily average of new cases is 
estimated to be five to six times higher because of unreported home test results, state Health Director 
Dr. Libby Char has said.  The state’s average positivity rate also declined to 13.8% from 15.1% the 
fifth weekly decline in a row.  Kauai County’s average positivity rate, meanwhile, increased to 21.5%, 
up from 18.6% reported the prior week.  There were 215 new infections reported on Kauai.

 The Department of Water wants residents between Ha'ena and Wainiha to conserve until further 
notice. This is because of a power outage impacting Kauai's water system facilities. Officials are 
urging people to only use water for essential reasons, like drinking, cooking and sanitation. Residents 
are also asked to turn off appliances that automatically use water, like ice machines. 
 
Masks can come off at Hawaii's public schools in a few more weeks. The Department of Education is 
ending its indoor mask mandate for schools on August 1st. The Department of Health says it will 
recommend, but not require, indoor face coverings on public school campuses when the local COVID 
transmission and hospitalization rates are medium or high by the CDC's standards. 

 Hurricane Darby is losing strength as it moves westward across the Central Pacific. The storm was 
downgraded from a Category Four to a Category Two hurricane last night. Hurricane Darby is now 
about 12 hundred-miles west-southwest of the southern tip of Mexico's Baja California. It's not posing 
any threat to land, including Hawaii. The current National Hurricane Center forecast has Darby 
moving into the Central Pacific on Thursday as a weak storm and dissipating by Friday night about 
300 miles southeast of the Big Island.

According to the state Department of Health data drowning is the leading cause of death among 
tourist.  Between 2009 and 2018 over 45-percent of deaths came from drowning.  The data shows 
that 189 out of 206 snorkeling related deaths were non-residents.  Thought the deaths were found to 
be connected with the swimmers being inexperienced, their underlying health conditions and a 
snorkel's resistance to inhalation also played a part. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday July 14, 2022

County prosecutors across Hawaii are calling for stricter penalties for politicians and public figures 
who are convicted of white collar crimes.  At a State House Commission meeting yesterday, 
prosecutors from Honolulu, Maui, and Kauai County asked for mandatory prison time for these types 
of convicted criminals.  This comes in an effort to weed out corrupt public figures in the 
state.  Recommendations made would bring Hawaii closer to federal guidelines where bribery and 
corruption crimes generally result in jail time.

  A former Honolulu police officer pled not guilty to eight counts child sex crimes on 
Wednesday.  Mason Jordan has been accused of using a hidden camera to record explicit videos of 
children and recruiting local kids to work for him as prostitutes.  He was found and arrested in June in 
New Mexico.  Jordan faces at least 15 years in prison or even a life sentence if convicted.  His trial 
date has been set for September 9th.

 A 19-year-old will be spending the rest of his life behind bars in connection to a brutal stabbing at 
Kahala Beach in 2020.  A jury had already convicted Erik Willis of second-degree attempted murder 
after he stabbed 17-year-old Melia Kala-hiki 15 times.  On top of the life sentence without the 
possibility of parole, Willis must pay over 80-thousand-dollars in restitution to the victim.

A former Big Island housing worker is facing federal charges on suspicion of taking two-million-dollars 
in bribes and kickbacks. Alan Rudo worked for the Office of Housing and Community Development 
between 2006 and 2018. That office was created to provide affordable housing to Big Island 
residents, but prosecutors say he used it to conspire with three attorneys to break the law. They 
allegedly helped him disguise taking bribes as official job duties. Prosecutors say, in some cases, 
developers donated land to what they believed was a non-profit. It was actually one of Rudo's three 
companies, and he made a profit off the deals. Rudo has been charged with conspiracy to commit 
wire services fraud. 

The Omicron B-A-Five subvariant is spreading more in Hawaii and on the mainland. B-A-Four and 
Five now make up at least a fifth of the coronavirus variants circulating in Hawaii. B-A-Five is also 
now the dominant variant in the U.S. It's making up 65-percent of new cases, as of Saturday. All four 
of the state's major counties have identified cases of this latest highly contagious variant. 

Starting on July 15, Hawaii will adopt the national 988 dialing code, where callers can receive direct 
access to mental health and substance abuse crisis resources.  Callers who dial 988 from the 808 
area code will be connected with Hawaii CARES crisis line, health officials said. People can still reach 
Hawaii CARES at 808-832-3100.  Hawaii CARES received 101,151 calls in 2021 alone, officials said. 
Hawaii CARES is administered by the Hawaii Department of Health (DOH) with support from CARE 
Hawaii and Aloha United Way.
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday July 15, 2022

Sadly A Wailua man, 21-year-old Dalton Burk of Wailua, has died following a single-vehicle crash on 
Kuamo‘o Road in Wailua early Wednesday morning.  Kaua�i police Department personnel were 
dispatched to a single-vehicle collision on Kuamo‘o Road in Wailua at about 2:15 a.m.   According to 
a preliminary report, a westbound 1997 Toyota Tacoma struck the embankment on the eastbound 
shoulder and rolled over.  The 21-year-old was unresponsive when first responders arrived on scene. 
He was transported to the Emergency Room at Wilcox Medical Center and was pronounced dead 
shortly after. 

Kaua‘i is reporting another death from COVID-19 this week. The victim was a male resident in his 
90s.  There are concerns about new virus strains even as COVID-19 case counts continue to decline 
on island. New strains BA.4 and BA.5 now make up 20% of variants statewide, and both are present 
on Kaua‘i. Mayor Derek Kawakami reported Thursday that local hospitals have adequate capacity to 
manage cases.

 A 21-year-old California man was involved in a single-vehicle crash on Olohena Road in Kapa‘a on 
Monday.  Kaua‘i Police Department Dispatch received a call of a crash involving the California visitor 
at approximately 4:25 p.m. on July 11. According to reports, the 21-year-old male was traveling along 
Olohena Road on a rented scooter, lost control, and crashed.  The driver sustained multiple head 
injuries. He was initially treated at Wilcox Medical Center and later transferred to Queen’s Medical 
Center in O‘ahu. 

Derek Bracken Smith, 61, The man who barricaded himself into a Sun Village apartment for six hours 
last week pled not guilty Thursday to charges related to the standoff.  The charges included  burglary, 
kidnapping, second-degree assault, first-degree criminal trespassing, and a charge of second-degree 
criminal property damage. The standoff began around 1:15 a.m. last Friday when Kaua‘i Police 
Department responded to a report of a stabbing at the Sun Village Condos.  Arriving on the scene, 
they discovered a woman with injuries sustained from an apparent stabbing and found that Smith had 
barricaded himself in another apartment. Smith’s bail, originally set at $30,050 was increased to 
$100,000 on Thursday.

 Add another problem to the long list of issues plaguing the Honolulu rail project. On Thursday, the 
Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation said cracks are growing in the concrete columns that hold 
up most of the elevated stations along the western half of the rail line. Project leaders tell the HART 
board the cracks are "potentially significant" and could once again delay the opening of the embattled 
rail system. Seven stations are affected, and experts say passengers shouldn't be allowed at any of 
those stations until more inspections are done. 

 Those experiencing a mental health crisis or substance abuse emergency on the Hawaiian Islands 
will have a new number to call starting this weekend.  The hotline works just like 9-1-1, allowing those 
in need to connect to a trained mental health official immediately by dialing 9-8-8.  It's meant to 
expand care while eliminating the need to remember and dial the ten-digit National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline number.  The 9-8-8 line goes live tomorrow. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday July 18, 2022

The state Department of Health will reject the Navy's plan to defuel the troubled Red Hill fuel tanks, 
saying it isn't detailed enough. The Navy is promising to safely remove 104-million-gallons of fuel 
from the World War Two-era underground storage facility, and have it done by the end of 2024. But, 
the DOH's Deputy Director Kathleen Ho, who is an environmental attorney, says it's tough to say 
exactly how long defueling can and will take, because the Navy's plan is missing several needed 
details. Ho says the Navy has left out mentioning how much fuel is still in the pipelines running 
between Red Hill and Pearl Harbor. The plan also doesn't explain exactly how crews will take fuel out 
of those pipelines and the tanks themselves.  

On Oahu Kamehameha Highway remains closed in both directions near Kahana Bay Beach Park 
following a large water main break on Saturday night that destabilized the roadway. Repair work to 
the highway could take at least two weeks.  The road was damaged when a 30” water main ruptured 
over the weekend near Kahana Bay Beach Park. The break forced authorities to shut down 
Kamehameha Highway between Kahana Valley Road and Trout Farm Road. Honolulu Board of 
Water Supply (BWS) officials said they expect repairs on both the road and the water main to last “a 
couple of weeks.”

State health officials are tracking two new monkeypox cases on Oahu and the Big Island.  One victim 
reportedly is an Oahu resident linked to a previously reported monkeypox case currently under 
investigation.  Authorities say the other patient, a Big Island man, recently traveled to and from the 
mainland.  Hawaii officials say they're conducting contact tracing associated with both patients.   

 Hawaii's south shores saw some of their largest waves in 25 years during the weekend. The 
Department of Land and Natural Resources reports a wave in the Diamond Head area on Saturday 
was 25-feet tall. Waves did widespread damage, crashing into homes, businesses and roadways. On 
the Big Island, waves crashed over a two-story housing development. Several homes suffered major 
water damage. On Oahu, Honolulu Ocean Safety made one-thousand-554 rescues on the south 
shore during the weekend. 

 While the roughest of the south swell may have passed, boaters, swimmers, and surfers aren't in the 
clear yet. A High Surf Warning for the south-facing shores of all Hawaiian Islands will stay in place 
through 6:00 p.m. Waves are expected to be 15 to 20-feet high today, about two to three-feet smaller 
than Sunday. Dangerous rip currents and flooding of beaches and low-lying roadways are again 
possible as well. Parts of some beaches that usually stay dry are expected to get wet again today 
too.   
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday July 19, 2022

HERE On Kauai's south shore, Due to extensive damage caused by a historic south swell over the 
weekend, Ho‘one Road – from Pane Road to Pe‘e Road – is closed to the public until further 
notice.  Only residents and workers within the affected area are permitted through the roadway on a 
limited basis. They can access Nalo Road from the west end of the closure.  For information on the 
road closure, please call Bryson Vivas with the Department of Public Works at 808-241-4844.

And on Oahu Part of Kamehameha Highway is still closed in both directions after the Kahana Bridge 
collapsed. Part of the bridge crumbled during a water main break on Saturday night. Board of Water 
Supply crews are working to repair the break but say it could take weeks to repair.  They also warned 
of low to no water pressure in the higher elevations from Kailua to Waimanalo.  The BWS wants 
residents between East Honolulu and Kahuku to conserve water until the repairs and finished. 

 A former Big Island housing official has pleaded guilty to taking almost two-million-dollars in 
kickbacks. On Monday, 55-year-old Alan Rudo admitted to conspiracy to commit honest services mail 
fraud. Between 2006 and 2018, Rudo was a housing specialist for the Office of Housing and 
Community Development. He took the money between 2014 and 2021. He secretly sold land and 
housing credits to three co-conspirators, who have not been publicly identified by prosecutors. He 
faces two decades behind bars and a quarter-million-dollar fine. Sentencing happens in October. 

  The Maui County Council has voted against a proposed affordable housing development in Kihei. 
The development, was going to have 28 units, entirely for people who qualify for affordable housing. 
But, several Kihei residents argued the development was going in the wrong spot, with many saying it 
would add more congestion to an overpopulated area. The proposal failed Monday, in a six-to-three 
vote. 

 Hawaii is one of the best states to live in the entire nation, according to a new CNBC study.  The 
Aloha State ranked third in the U.S. due to its superior air quality and pristine environment.  CNBC 
also noted Hawaii's other strengths include good health care and low crime rates.  However, the state 
was docked points for expensive childcare costs.  The states that beat out Hawaii for first and second 
place are Vermont and Maine.

 The University of Hawaii Cancer Center is getting 700-thousand-dollars to study a possible 
relationship between racism and cancer. The National Cancer Institute, which awarded the money, 
wants researchers to study how structural racism effects lung cancer risks. USC and the University of 
California, San Francisco, also got the same money to conduct the study. Lead researchers Lani Park 
and Iona Cheng will be in charge of the U.H. Cancer Center's study. They will look into, among other 
factors, racial and ethnic disparities in smoking and lung cancer risk. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday July 20, 2022

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported a rise in the daily average of new COVID-19 cases 
and a rise in the average positivity rate, the first increase following several consecutive weeks of 
decreases.  DOH reported 13 more deaths, bringing the state’s coronavirus-related death toll to 
1,548.    The state’s seven-day average of new cases rose to 574 compared with 558 reported on 
July 13.    Actual numbers are estimated to be at least five to six times higher since these figures do 
not include home test kit results.   There were 183 new infections reported on  on Kauai,

 State lawmakers are now bashing the Navy about its plan to defuel the aging tanks at Red Hill. At a 
legislative briefing, held Tuesday, many lawmakers said the plan was missing key details and dates. 
Last week, the state Department of Health had a similar reaction, and said it will reject the defueling 
plan, as presented. The Navy doesn't expect defueling to finish until at least the end of 2024. About 
104-million-gallons of jet fuel are stored underground at the World War Two-era facility. The Navy 
wants to start by taking fuel out of the pipelines that run between Red Hill and Pearl Harbor, so they 
can be repaired.  

Maui County is looking to create an official safe space for people living in their cars. A proposed bill in 
the Maui County Council would establish zones where people are legally allowed to sleep in their 
vehicles. Some council members believe this would be the next best option to putting people in 
homeless shelters. 

 State lawmakers took half-a-million-dollars in donations during this year's legislative session. That's 
according to campaign spending records, and comes despite some lawmakers pushing to ban 
accepting campaign contributions while the session is active. In the past decade, Hawaii's politicians 
have received a total of seven-point-eight-million-dollars while legislative sessions were underway. 
The money has come from lobbyists, developers, labor unions, and special interest groups.  

 The wildfire burning at Hawaii Volcanoes National Park is 100-percent contained, according to fire 
officials.  The blaze in Mauna Loa started last week and burned over 42 acres.  Officials say the fire 
impacted native birds' habitats and damaged a nearly 18-hundred-foot tall fence that protects a native 
forest.  No homes or structures are threatened.  An investigation into the cause of the wildfire is 
underway.
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday July 21, 2022

An engineering firm at the center of a federal investigation collected millions of dollars from taxpayer-
funded government contracts in Hawaii. A list of contracts shows Mitsunaga and Associates was 
awarded government contracts even after the investigation started. The contracts date back to 2019 
and are with the city of Honolulu, the state, and University of Hawaii. Since then, four of the 
architecture and engineering firm's executives have been indicted on bribery and civil rights violations 
stemming from a public corruption scandal.   Mitsunaga and Associates was given a five-million-dollar 
contract for statewide "general civil engineering services" with the state Department of 
Transportation. It was also granted one-point-five-million-dollars for airport improvements, and one-
point-six-million-dollars from the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands.   

 Honolulu police are investigating after a woman was stabbed to death on the H-3 Freeway in Kailua. 
The woman in her 30's was stabbed Wednesday evening, and the suspect, a man in his 30's, is 
hospitalized in serious condition. Both the man and woman were stabbed several times.  HPD later 
said that the suspect reportedly used the same knife that he was in possession of during the time of 
his arrest to injure himself.  During the press conference, HPD revealed that the suspect was an 
active member of the military who was married to the victim. 

An Oahu man is headed to prison for his conviction of sex trafficking.  On Wednesday, 39-year-old 
Marquis Green was sentenced to 40 years behind bars. It comes after Green was found guilty in April 
for trafficking two minors in Waikiki back in 2013.  He was also convicted of sexual assault of one of 
the victims.  At the time, the girls were 15 and 17-years-old.  

 On Oahu  Drivers dealing with a traffic nightmare on the north shore will get a measure of relief 
today. One lane of Kamehameha Highway near Kahana Bay Beach Park will reopen this morning. 
Board of Water Supply crews have been making repairs to the area since a water main broke on 
Saturday night.  State officials are asking tourists to steer clear of the North Shore of Oahu for a 
while.   Tourism officials want visitors to avoid the area to reduce the traffic back-up. 

 Lawmakers are facing more fallout from newly filed campaign spending reports. The reports reveal 
two state senators made tens of thousands of dollars at a fundraiser hosted by an energy lobbyist. 
State Senator Donavan Dela Cruz took home nearly 34-thousand-dollars in donations from 40 
different contributors on June 8th. On the same day, State Senator Glenn Wakai netted 23-thousand-
600-dollars in donations from 45 contributors. The donors included prominent attorneys, lobbyists and 
executives with ties to the energy industry.
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday July 22, 2022

The initial mailing of ballots for the 2022 Primary Election on Kauai is happening today, Friday, July 
22, 2022.  The majority of Kaua‘i voters should receive their ballots within 3-5 days of the mailing 
date.  Any registered voter who does not receive a ballot within 7 days of the mailing date should 
contact the Elections Division at (808) 241-4800.

The Hawaii Department of Health has identified three additional cases of monkeypox, bringing the 
total number of cases in Hawaii to 11.  Two are Oahu residents, while the third is a non-resident 
diagnosed on Kauai whose case is associated with travel outside of Hawaii.  DOH said the risk to 
most Hawaii residents still remains low.  Monkeypox is mainly spread through close, intimate contact 
with body fluids, rashes and sores, or items used by someone with monkeypox.  

  Hospital officials are asking Governor Ige to issue an emergency proclamation because of an 
ongoing staffing shortage. Industry leaders want Ige to declare an emergency and bring in support 
from the mainland. The Healthcare Association of Hawaii says hospitals on every major island are 
close to hitting capacity because so many healthcare workers are off the job because of COVID-19. 
The Healthcare Association President says, on any given day, at least a thousand frontline healthcare 
workers are out because of COVID. They were either exposed, tested positive, or have symptoms.

A woman accused of stabbing her ex-boyfriend and his new girlfriend in Waipahu has pleaded not 
guilty to attempted murder charges. The woman is accused of breaking into the man's house earlier 
this month, and stabbing the couple as they slept. She's accused of grabbing a knife from his kitchen 
and using it to stab him in the head and arm. Her two-year relationship with the man had ended three 
days before the attack. The woman is staying behind bars on 750-thousand-dollars bail and her trial 
starts in September. 

A 19-year-old man accused of shooting at a group of people near Ala Wai Community Park on 
Monday night has turned himself in. Honolulu police say the suspect walked into a police station and 
surrendered at six o'clock Thursday evening. He's accused of shooting at a group of strangers shortly 
after an argument with them. Police say he returned to the area after briefly walking away and 
opened fire, seriously wounding a man in his 20's. The suspect is facing a charge of second-degree 
attempted murder. 

Police are launching an attempted murder investigation after a man's hand is allegedly cut off with a 
sword overnight in Waikiki.  According to reports, the 46-year-old suspect attacked another man after 
an altercation between the two escalated.  Officials say the incident unfolded around midnight at a 7-
Eleven.  The victim was transported to the hospital in critical condition.  The unnamed suspect is in 
police custody and the investigation continues.  

The Big Island's famous Holei Sea Arch could soon be no more. Park Rangers say it's in danger of 
falling after last weekend's historic south swell knocked a chunk of rock out of it. The 90-foot lava rock 
formation on the coast, near Hawaii Volcanoes National Park, is believed to have formed some 550 
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years ago. It's already been closed for several years because of instability. But, now park rangers say 
it could collapse into the ocean at any time without warning.  
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday July 25, 2022

A woman, attacked by a monk seal happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.  She was 
swimming about 20-to-25-feet off Waikiki's Kaimana Beach on Sunday morning. That's where the 
mother, Rocky, has been nursing her pup since giving birth earlier this month. Once the woman 
popped her head out of the water, Rocky charged. The woman was slapped several times, and 
possibly bitten. Bystanders pulled her from the water and paramedics arrived to treat her for an upper 
arm injury. 

 Marine Corps officials were aware of domestic disputes involving the couple at the center of last 
week's deadly stabbing attack on the H-3 Freeway. Officials from Marine Corps Base Hawaii in 
Kaneohe say they offered law enforcement intervention and counseling to the 27-year-old military 
wife, and her 29-year-old U.S. Marine ex-husband accused of stabbing her to death. . The suspect 
remains hospitalized after allegedly stabbing himself with the same weapon. He's been charged with 
second-degree murder. 

 A new poll suggests most Hawaii residents don't think everyone should be allowed to carry a gun in 
public.  The poll shows the majority of Hawaii residents aren't in favor of the U.S. Supreme Court's 
recent decision that says the Constitution protects a person's right to carry a handgun in 
public.  Sixty-three-percent of respondents said they oppose the ruling, while 33-percent supported it, 
and four-percent were undecided.  

 All three of the Democrats running for governor support lifting the general excise taxes on food and 
medicine to give Hawaii's residents some relief from soaring consumer prices.  Businesswoman Vicky 
Cayetano, Lieutenant Governor Josh Green, and Congressman Kai Kahele are all vowing to make a 
large cut to consumer taxes, if they get elected.  Right now, Hawaii's General Excise Tax rate is four 
to four-point-five-percent.  It's added to the sale of retail goods, like groceries, among several other 
necessities.  Those against it argue it disproportionately affects lower-income residents. 
 
A woman is facing second-degree theft charges on suspicion of doing some extreme shoplifting at a 
store in the Ala Moana area. Police say the 20-year-old stole more than 60 items from the store late 
Saturday night. She allegedly tried to leave without paying the more than 814-dollar price tag for all 
the stuff. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday July 26, 2022

A Kauai firefighter is recovering in the intensive care unit after being impaled by a tree. It happened 
late Sunday afternoon, while firefighters were battling a small brush fire in Kealia. The firefighter fell 
on the tree while crossing back over a fence after the flames were out. The tree punctured the man's 
body. The firefighter is expected to make a full recovery. 

 One of the girls who got into trouble in waters at Ala Moana Beach Park last night has 
died.  Authorities say first responders arrived to the scene yesterday around 7 p.m. where a 14-year-
old and nine-year-old reportedly ran into trouble in the water.  CPR was performed on the teen.  She 
was transported to the hospital in critical condition, but later died.  The nine-year-old girl remains 
hospitalized in serious but stable condition. 

 The state is giving longtime public school teachers pay raises to keep them from retiring. Earlier this 
year, the state committed 130-million-dollars to adjust Department of Education pay schedules. This 
was to ensure veteran teachers get a salary that matches their years of service. The president of the 
Hawaii State Teachers Association, says it will impact nearly nine-thousand teachers. In the next few 
weeks and months, they'll see their salaries go up by between seven-thousand and 26-thousand-
dollars. The pay boosts are retroactive to July 1st.

 Four people are now facing federal charges on suspicion of orchestrating a housing scam on the Big 
Island. Two attorneys are now charged with six counts each of wire fraud and conspiracy. Alan Rudo, 
a former housing specialist for the Hawaii County Office of Housing and Community Development, 
was recently charged, along with a businessman. Rudo pleaded guilty on July 18th, while the 
businessman is scheduled to plead guilty on August 1st. The group is accused of receiving nearly 
eleven-million-dollars in land and excess affordable housing credits. Prosecutors say the scheme 
negatively affected affordable housing units that were being built in South Kohala, Kailua-Kona, and 
Waikoloa. Rudo allegedly took several kickbacks and bribes from the other three suspects. 

 A man from Waipahu is facing federal charges on suspicion of going on a spending spree with phony 
checks. The Secret Service says the crimes happened in December of 2020, but they didn't arrest the 
man until last week. Investigators say he used three counterfeit cashier's checks to buy a Land 
Rover, and post bail for three acquaintances who were locked up at Oahu Community Correctional 
Center. One of the checks was in the amount of 760-thousand-dollars. That was the exact bail 
amount for a man being held in OCCC after being accused of a deadly hit and run a few weeks 
earlier. The suspect is expected to appear in federal court today.    

Most of Hawaii's voters support legalizing recreational marijuana, but not as many support legalizing 
gambling. That's what's suggested by results of a recently conducted poll. Fifty-eight-percent of 
voters who responded to the poll said they support legalizing recreational cannabis to generate tax 
revenue. Thirty-four-percent of voters were against it, while eight-percent haven't decided how they 
feel yet. As far as legalizing gambling to generate more tax revenue, voters were more split in their 
responses. Forty-five-percent supported legalizing gambling on the islands, while 50-percent were 
opposed, and five-percent are undecided.  



FCC Public Inspection Files
Pacific Media Group Kaua�i

KQNG FM93.5 / KSHK 103.1FM / KSRF 95.9FM / KUAI 104.5FM/570AM
Local Kaua�i News

2022 - Quarter 3 – July

Page 24 of 28

 Results of a new newspaper poll suggest rising inflation rates are having a significant impact on the 
lives of Hawaii's voters. About 70-percent of voters who responded to the poll say they've altered their 
household spending because of inflation. And, half of the voters say they want the state to suspend 
its gas tax to cut residents some financial slack.

The state Department of Health will begin opening appointments for monkeypox vaccinations 
tomorrow. People considered high-risk will have priority. Adults who have been exposed to confirmed 
monkeypox patients within the past two weeks are eligible for the vaccine.  So far, Hawaii has 
received 14-hundred doses of the monkeypox vaccine, which is administered in a two-dose series. 
Hawaii has eleven confirmed cases of monkeypox to date.
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday July 27, 2022

Kaua‘i Police Department Deputy Chief Stan Olsen announced last week that he would be resigning 
from the Kaua‘i Police Department effective Aug. 26, citing personal reasons.  Olsen began his tenure 
as deputy chief last August after a 35-year career in the Las Vegas Police Department and a brief 
stint as a Nevada state senator. Prior to his appointment to KPD, the role had been vacant since 
2019, and will be vacant again after Olsen’s departure. KPD reported that there is no timeline for 
when it may be filled.  Olsen became the subject of State of Hawai‘i Organization of Police Officers 
criticism after airport security discovered a loaded, department-issued handgun in his carry-on bag at 
Lihu‘e Airport in April.

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 4,075 new COVID-19 infections over the past week 
in our state.  The state’s seven-day average of new cases was reported at 573, one fewer than 574 
reported on July 20. DOH also reported 23 more deaths, bringing the state’s coronavirus-related 
death toll to 1,571.  There were 176 new infections reported here on Kauai.  The state’s average 
positivity rate, meanwhile, ticked up to 15.7% compared to 15.1% reported the previous week.  The 
average positivity rates for Kauai County increased this week to 19.9% compared to 18.5% reported 
the previous week. Actual numbers are estimated to be at least five to six times higher since these 
figures do not include home test kit results.

 Federal officials claim a couple who lived quiet lives in Kapolei for several years are actually Russian 
spies. The man and woman were arrested during a raid last Friday. Government records show they 
stole the identities of dead babies in Texas in the 1980's, then used the identities to receive social 
security cards, passports and driver's licenses as American citizens. They face charges related to 
identity theft, lying on passport applications, and conspiracy to commit crimes against the United 
States. The man is also accused of fraudulently enlisting in the U.S. Coast Guard in 1994. He served 
22 years as an avionic electrical technician before retiring. Court records include photos of both 
suspects wearing uniforms that federal officials say belonged to the KGB. 

 A former Marine who was stationed at Marine Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe is accused of 
associating with a Neo-Nazi group and plotting violent attacks. Federal prosecutors say, while serving 
at the base, Corporal Matthew Belanger was secretly planning to commit mass murder and sexual 
assaults to "decrease the number of minority residents" in the United States. Belanger was allegedly 
part of a far-right Neo-Nazi group called Rapekrieg. He is now behind bars in Hawaii after being 
arrested in New York last month. He was arrested on suspicion of trying to have a New York police 
officer illegally buy a semi-automatic rifle and handgun for him. He's been charged with making false 
statements to a federal firearms licensee. 

 Hawaii's police officers are officially getting a pay boost of more than 21-percent through 2025. State 
of Hawaii Organization of Police Officers President Robert Cavaco says the new contract was 
finalized in arbitration on Tuesday. Police officers' pay will increase by five-percent every year, 
starting this year. Each officer will also get paid a two-percent bonus in July of 2024. Cavaco says the 
new deal includes retroactive pay as well. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday July 28, 2022

Daniel Hamada has assumed the superintendent of schools on Kauai position, according to the DOE. 
Former CAS Paul Zina has moved to Kapa‘a Middle School as its principal.  Hamada was appointed 
as interim complex area superintendent for Kaua‘i in July 2022.   Hamada retired in Dec. 2018 as 
principal of Kapa‘a High School following more than 40 years as an educator and leader in the DOE. 
He previously served as Kaua‘i complex area superintendent for seven years. 

The fallout continues from the arrest of a couple accused of secretly operating as Russian spies in 
Hawaii. Now, the attorney for the woman arrested last week says a photo of her client in an authentic 
KGB uniform isn't what it appears. She claims the woman wore the outfit of the former Soviet spy 
organization for fun at a friend's house. Her attorney says the woman and her husband have nothing 
to do with Russia, and the outfits they were photographed in don't even belong to them. Federal 
authorities disagree and want them to be held without bail. The man and woman have a detention 
hearing next Tuesday.  

A former Marine who was stationed at Marine Corps Base Hawaii in Kaneohe is accused of 
associating with a Neo-Nazi group and plotting violent attacks. Federal prosecutors say, while serving 
at the base, Corporal Matthew Belanger was secretly planning to commit mass murder and sexual 
assaults to "decrease the number of minority residents" in the United States. Belanger was allegedly 
part of a far-right Neo-Nazi group. He is now behind bars in Hawaii after being arrested in New York 
last month. He's been charged with making false statements to a federal firearms licensee. 

 The victim of a brutal sword attack in Waikiki is still in critical condition, and in a chemically-induced 
coma. The man had his hand cut off by a Seven-Eleven store employee following an argument last 
Friday. His attorney says his client lost his left hand, possibly will lose his right hand, and could also 
lose a lower limb. He also suffered severe injuries to his abdomen and chest. The suspected attacker 
has been indicted on attempted murder charges by an Oahu grand jury. The victim's attorney says his 
client had just been released from jail before the attack. 

  Hawaii's police officers are officially getting a pay boost of more than 21-percent through 2025. State 
of Hawaii Organization of Police Officers President Robert Cavaco says the new contract was 
finalized in arbitration on Tuesday. Police officers' pay will increase by five-percent every year, 
starting this year. Each officer will also get paid a two-percent bonus in July of 2024. Cavaco says the 
new deal includes retroactive pay as well. 

The notorious trash vortex swirling in the Pacific Ocean is now several tons smaller thanks to a recent 
cleanup expedition.  After 45 days of sailing through the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, the cargo ship 
arrived in Sausalito Tuesday.  During its cleanup voyage between Hawaii and San Francisco, the ship 
collected more than 200-thousand pounds of plastic debris, ranging from entangled fishing nets, lawn 
chairs to kids' plastic toys.  In about a week, the ship will set sail again through the patch to Honolulu 
for a second cleanup. 
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An associate and enforcer of former Kauai County Councilmember-turned-drug-kingpin Arthur Broon 
has been sentenced to 44 months in prison.  Orlando Manguchei was charged with conspiracy to 
possess a firearm and ammunition as a felon.  Following his 44 months in prison, Manguchei will on 
supervised release for three years.

After more than three years, former Honolulu deputy prosecutor Katherine Kealoha is asking to be 
released from custody. This week, Kealoha wrote a letter to District Court, asking to be released from 
custody because of ineffective counsel. Kealoha says the appeal to her conviction was not filed in a 
timely manner by her attorney, who was hired mainly to file that appeal. Kealoha says she found out 
no appeal had been filed when she returned to Hawaii earlier this year. She's been in custody since 
2019, the same year she and husband Louis Kealoha were found guilty of corruption and obstructing 
justice. 

  Hawaii is seeing less visitors than before the pandemic started, but the people who are coming are 
spending more money. About 840-thousand people visited the islands in June, an eleven-percent 
decrease from June of 2019. But, visitors spent one-point-eight-three-billion-dollars last month. That's 
a 12-percent increase from the one-point-six-three-billion-dollars they spent in June of 2019. The 
number of Japanese visitors also remains low. Just 12-thousand people from Japan visited Hawaii in 
June. 

 The target date for the grand opening of the new Aloha Stadium and surrounding entertainment 
district is now 2026. Even though funding has been secured, construction of the new multi-use 
stadium in Halawa won't begin until at least next summer. The Stadium Authority is giving prospective 
builders eight months to submit their plans. The state will then review the proposals for four months 
before picking a winner. And, a completed environmental impact statement still awaits the approval of 
the Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism.

  There's a stray cat problem on Maui, according to a DC Cat County survey.  The survey estimates 
there's currently 40-thousand cats, possibly more, roaming the island.  Maui Humane Society has 
come up with a strategy to address the issue by conducting an island-wide survey that will help MHS 
effectively manage the cat population as humanely as possible.  The so-called "Community Cat 
Count" will begin in August and should take four months to complete.

 Authorities are investigating the cause of a fire after a food truck in the Diamond Head area burns 
down.  Reports show the Ala's Mediterranean Kitchen food truck caught fire yesterday night near 
Kapiolani Park.  When fire crews arrived the commercial truck was fully engulfed in flames and was 
singeing overhead tree limbs.  The blaze was fully extinguished in under 20 minutes and no injuries 
were reported.  The food truck has been subject to controversy in the area after the owner allegedly 
began building a housing structure on top of the truck.

A couple accused of secretly working as Russian spies while living in Hawaii has been indicted by a 
federal grand jury on Oahu. On Thursday, the husband and wife, who lived in Kapolei, were indicted 
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on the charges of conspiracy against the United States, identity theft, and false statements in 
applying for a passport. Federal officials now say maps of military facilities, coded messages, and 
invisible ink were found inside the couple's home during a raid last week. They're accused of stealing 
the identities of dead babies in Texas in the 1980's, and using them to pose as American citizens. 
The man got a job with the U.S. Coast Guard and worked with them for 22 years, allegedly using his 
security clearance to pass sensitive information to Russia. Polaroid pictures, believed to have been 
taken in the 1980's, show the man and woman wearing authentic uniforms of the KGB, the former 
Soviet spy agency.   


