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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday September 1, 2022

Kaua‘i Fire Department firefighters responded to a brush fire that broke out Wednesday afternoon in 
Moloa‘a.  At approximately 4:35 p.m., first responders were dispatched to a brush fire reported near 
Larsen’s Beach in Moloa‘a.  Personnel arrived on the scene, and discovered brush on fire in a 75-
yard by 50-yard area approximately 400 to 500 yards from Larsen’s Beach trailhead.  Due to the 
limited access to the fire, Air 1 was deployed, and firefighters with hand tools and wildland backpack 
pumps hiked to the affected area.  Crews fully controlled and extinguished the fire and cleared the 
scene shortly after 7 p.m.   No injuries were reported. The cause of the fire is undetermined.

Honolulu police are on the hunt for three men who posed as DEA agents when robbing a home in 
Kapahulu. A man, who was staying at his friend's house on Sunday night, says he heard a knock, and 
someone shouting "DEA, open the door!" When the man didn't open the door, the robbers kicked it 
down. The three men barged in wearing ski masks and jackets, and were looking for a safe. The 
victim was held on the ground and had his phone and wallet stolen, while the other two suspects 
ransacked the house.
 
 A former Honolulu police officer is suing the city, saying he was fired for having a consensual 
extramarital affair with a female coworker. But, the HPD's disciplinary reports tell a different story. 
They say the woman was a subordinate to Officer Justin Castro, and he forced her to continue their 
relationship. In his lawsuit, Castro says he tried to end the relationship first, but the officer retaliated. 
Castro also says he filed for restraining orders against the woman, but his requests went ignored.
  
 Next year's planned expansion of the football stadium at U.H. Manoa will mean adding more than 
just new seats. A study commissioned by the university says more than three-thousand new parking 
stalls need to also be included in the expansion of the Ching Athletics Complex. The stadium is 
expanding to be able to accommodate up to 17-thousand fans per game. The U.H. Board of Regents 
recently approved the 30-million-dollar project after the NCAA threatened to take away the Rainbow 
Warriors' Division One football program status if they couldn't bring in at least 15-thousand fans per 
game.

The mystery of a wildcat sighting on the Big Island is getting deeper. About two-and-a-half weeks 
ago, a man took a picture of a large animal that appears to be a wildcat on farmland above Kailua-
Kona. He also snapped photos of paw prints in the dirt. The Department of Land and Natural 
Resources says, since then, there have been similar sightings in ten different locations on the Big 
Island. But the first, in Holu-aloa, is still the only one with evidence. So far, no big cats have been 
photographed on trail cameras.
  
The Honolulu Police Department is close to finalizing its process for issuing gun-carrying permits. 
With a ruling on June 23rd, the U.S. Supreme Court let states decide their own rules for issuing gun 
permits. Since then, 400 people living on Oahu have applied to carry a gun in public. The HPD tells 
the Honolulu Police Commission a public hearing will be held on the topic on October 4th. Once the 
new process and policies for issuing a license to carry a gun in Honolulu are approved, permit 
applications will be reviewed in the order they were received.
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Hawaii's airports are expected to get 250-million-dollars from President Biden's Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law. The statewide public airport funding is expected to grow to at least 250-million-
dollars during the next five years. More than 49-million-dollars from the first funding allocation is going 
to the Honolulu Airport. The money will be used for improvements to the runways, and for improving 
safety and efficiency. Construction on the upgrades started in August and is expected to be finished 
by October of 2024. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday September 2, 2022

A judge is ordering the state Department of Education to pay ten-million-dollars to a former student 
who survived sexual abuse. The former McKinley High School student was repeatedly sexually 
assaulted by at least six male students. The ruling is believed to be the largest amount ever awarded 
to a single sexual assault survivor in Hawaii. The victim, who is now 28-years-old, is mentally 
disabled. She went to McKinley High School between 2008 and 2011. She was repeatedly molested 
during a three-year period. A judge has found McKinley's staff at the time negligent for failing to 
protect the girl, for failing to file a report with Honolulu police, and for failing to report the sexual 
assaults to the girl's mother.
  
  Honolulu EMS is taking some ambulances out of service following last week's explosion and fire that 
killed a patient and critically injured a paramedic. The ambulances are of a similar model to the one 
that exploded and killed the 91-year-old patient outside of Adventist Health Castle Hospital. The 
injured paramedic is still in the hospital. Three ambulances were removed from the city's fleet 
because of their similarities to the one that blew up, but the move is just precautionary. Honolulu EMS 
says it has enough other ambulances to make up for the ones that are now off the streets.  

 Hilo Medical Center is asking state lawmakers for funding for an expansion project that is widely 
viewed as long overdue. The Big Island's largest hospital has 166-beds, which is about the same 
number it had when it opened almost four decades ago. And, for the past year, that hasn't been 
nearly enough beds. At times, the hospital has been over capacity by as much as 30-percent, which 
is about 50 extra patients. Hilo Medical Center officials were hoping for approval to start an expansion 
project last year, but the funding fell through.

 HONOLULU is set to put on a huge parade to celebrate the Honolulu team on winning the 2022 Little 
League World Series.  The parade will be held at 12 p.m. on Sept. 8.  It will start at A-ala Park and 
will run down King Street, ending at Honolulu Hale where there will be a party hosted by the mayor 
and live music.

 Vandalism is to blame for the latest delay in the launch of Oahu's red light camera system. The red-
light camera ticketing program is now not expected to debut at ten intersections until at least 
November. That's because, back in May, someone climbed a utility pole at School and Kalihi streets. 
They damaged equipment installed by the state Department of Transportation that was going to be 
used for an engineering study used to determine which intersections should get the cameras. The 
DOT had been planning to post the results of the engineering study online in March. Then, it got 
pushed to the summer, and now the results aren't expected until later this month.
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday September 5, 2022
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday September 6, 2022

Kaiser Permanente mental health workers in Hawaii are now in their second week of striking. Fifty-
seven psychologists, social workers, nurses and counselors spent part of their Labor Day walking the 
picket lines. They want better pay and more staffing, arguing the current pay scale can't match the 
rising cost of living on the islands. Honolulu now has an inflation rate of six-point-three-percent. 
Kaiser argues it's already met the striking employees' demands.

Hilo Medical Center's future may be in good hands regardless of who gets elected governor in 
November. Democrat Lieutenant Governor Josh Green and Republican Duke Aiona are each 
promising reforms for Hilo Medical Center, if they get elected. The Big Island's largest hospital is also 
one of the most issue-plagued hospitals in the state. It's severely overcrowded with patients and 
understaffed with employees, especially full-time nurses. Hilo Medical Center still has about the same 
number of beds as when it opened nearly four decades ago. The hospital has been operating at 130-
percent capacity for several months now.  

The Navy never tested about a thousand water samples for fuel in the early weeks of the Red Hill 
water crisis. In the first couple weeks of last November's fuel contamination crisis, the Navy took 
water samples from about a thousand military homes near Red Hill. But, the samples weren't tested 
for petroleum chemicals. Instead, they underwent a rough screening for total organic carbon. That 
shows if water is contaminated, but doesn't show what is contaminating it. Most samples collected 
from homes during that time period are listed as "non-detect" in the Navy's test data posted online. 
That means hundreds of families, many of whom got sick, still don't know exactly what was in their 
tap water last year.  

The man who suffered an apparent heart attack during the Waikiki Roughwater Swim is dead.  The 
swimmer in his 30s was rescued yesterday morning and rushed to a hospital in critical condition.  Just 
after 8:30 this morning, the Honolulu County Medical Examiner's Office reported the man passed 
away.  The victim's official cause of death hasn't been announced.

As of today, a new law goes into effect requiring Honolulu restaurants and food vendors to use only 
sustainable to-go containers.  On top of using only recyclable containers, all food service businesses 
can no longer give out plastic utensils, customers must ask for them or get it from a self-service 
station.  Some businesses were granted exceptions back in January but as of yesterday, those are 
over.

This year's fire season will likely last longer than normal in Hawaii. Hawaii State Climatologist Pao-
Shin Chu says it's very dry for this time of year, and high fire danger will probably continue well into 
the fall. It comes with the leeward areas of three islands facing exceptional drought conditions. Chu 
says, for the next three months, temperatures should be above normal, with below normal rainfall 
totals. Forecasters also believe there will be more days of enhanced trade winds than usual this fall. 
That means more dry brush and more of a chance fires will spread quickly when they do get started.
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday September 7, 2022

Kauai First responders and bystanders rescued a 30-year-old female from waters off Keālia Beach on 
Thursday afternoon.  firefighters with the Kai-ākea fire station arrived on the scene and discovered 
two Ocean Safety Bureau lifeguards and an off-duty firefighter performing CPR on the snorkeler. 
Earlier, bystanders pulled her from the water when she appeared unresponsive.  The Kaua‘i Police 
Department has identified the snorkeler as 34-year-old Aurosa Gran of New Mexico. She is currently 
in critical condition at Wilcox Medical Center. Kaua‘i police seek the public’s help identifying and 
contacting Gran’s family. Anyone with information is urged to contact police dispatch at 808-241-
1711.

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 1,215 new COVID-19 infections over the past 
week.  It was the sixth consecutive week of declines since July 27.  DOH also reported 11 more 
deaths, bringing the state’s coronavirus-related death toll to 1,655.  The state’s seven-day average of 
new cases  fell to 190, down from 245 on Aug. 31.   Actual numbers are estimated to be at least five 
to six times higher since these figures do not include home test kit results.  There were 86 new 
infections reported on Kauai in the past week.

Hawaii is getting nearly seven-million-dollars from e-cigarette maker Juul. It's Hawaii's share of a 
multi-state settlement in a teen vaping lawsuit. The company is also agreeing to follow a long list of 
rules to cut down on teen vaping. Juul can no longer include anyone younger than 35 in its marketing, 
it can't use cartoons in ads or paid product placements, and they can't advertise on public 
transportation or offer free samples. The lawsuit was filed by 34 U.S. states and territories nearly two 
years ago.
  
A doctor in Honolulu is starting a registry of patients who believe they were sickened after using water 
contaminated by the Red Hill fuel leak. Doctor Ira Zunin says he's met with dozens of patients who he 
thinks have gotten sick after drinking or being exposed to the toxic water. Zunin says the patients all 
suffer from symptoms linked with central nervous system issues.  Some of the people started feeling 
sick before last November, when the fuel contamination crisis first became fully apparent.
  
Hawaii Proud Boys founder Nicholas Ochs now intends to plead guilty to charges stemming from the 
January 6th insurgency at the U.S. Capitol. He and an alleged accomplice have entered a plea 
agreement in federal court. Through the agreement, they'll each plead guilty to the charge of 
‘obstructing an official proceeding.' In exchange, the government would drop another dozen charges 
against them. The plea hearing will happen Friday. 

Hawaii Governor David Ige is revealing when residents will start seeing tax refunds.  Speaking to 
reporters Tuesday, Ige said 100-thousand dollars was released by the state's Department of Taxation 
on Friday.  Residents who opted for direct deposit returns should see the funds by September 
12th.  It marks the first phase of tax refunds with Ige noting that so far, 294-million dollars is being 
dispersed to those who qualify.
  
The suspect in a deadly shooting at the Ala Moana Center has pleaded guilty to manslaughter. 
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Kapono Miranda shot a 20-year-old man to death in 2019. Video from the night of the shooting shows 
the victim with his hands up, trying to run away from Miranda in a parking lot. Witnesses say the two 
men started arguing about someone giving the "stink eye." Miranda has been sentenced to 20 years 
in prison.
  
Qualifying Hawaii residents have a chance to receive free workplace training.  The "Hana Career 
Pathways" program is offered by the University of Hawaii.  It's designed to help people gain the skills 
necessary for jobs in healthcare, technology and other fields. It's available to residents who are either 
working or currently not employed.  Those interested can apply at the University of Hawaii 
Community Colleges website.
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday September 8, 2022

The Navy is now planning to defuel the Red Hill fuel tanks by July of 2024.  The Navy issued a 
revised plan with a new timeline Wednesday afternoon.  Defueling was initially planned to finish six 
months later.  The Department of Defense's last Red Hill defueling plan, released June 30th, was 
criticized by state officials for being too vague and lacking substance.  The D-O-D says it shaved six 
months off the timeline after determining certain activities could be done at the same time to speed up 
the process.

The former CEO of a Honolulu-based company is pleading guilty to several charges including fraud 
and money laundering.  Martin Kao's plea agreement comes two years after the FBI raided the 
downtown office of Martin Defense Group, formerly known as Navatek.  According to officials, Kao 
received millions in pandemic aide loans and bank loans after lying about layoffs and payroll 
numbers.  His sentencing in scheduled for January.

Hawaiian Airlines is getting rid of its coronavirus vaccination requirement for employees. Being 
vaccinated will no longer be a condition of employment as of October 1st. Hawaiian Airlines President 
and CEO Peter Ingram also says employees who chose to take a leave of absence because of the 
vaccination requirement will be invited to return to work. Those who outright quit their jobs because of 
the vaccination requirement will need to reapply for open positions as new hires.    

Hawaii is down to just one remaining air ambulance company. The parent company of LifeSave 
KuPono abruptly shut down its air ambulance service on Wednesday. It had bases in Honolulu, Hilo 
and Kahului. Parent company Air Methods blames inflation and the federal "no surprises" act, which 
required it disclose medical expense estimates. It also says it didn't get enough reimbursement from 
Medicare, which covered only about ten-percent of the cost of each air ambulance transport. One air 
ambulance trip can cost between 15-thousand and 30-thousand-dollars, and sometimes more.  

Another co-defendant of suspected crime boss Mike Miske is making a plea deal with prosecutors. 
Lance Bermudez is the sixth of the ten original co-defendants in the huge federal case to make a 
deal. Just like the other five, Bermudez will testify against Miske. Also, as part of the deal, he pleaded 
guilty to three felony charges on Wednesday morning. Bermudez appeared in court via video 
conference. He was in an undisclosed location on the mainland because of security concerns.
  
A teenager on Maui is behind bars for allegedly bringing a pellet gun to school. Authorities say the 
incident happened around seven this morning when a call came in regarding a threat on a school 
bus.  Police were able to locate and pull over the bus.  After detaining the 15-year-old boy, a pellet 
gun and some marijuana was recovered.  Due to his age, the boy's identity has not been released. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday September 9, 2022

The Kauai Police Department is moving ahead with an application and permitting process to enable 
residents to carry concealed and unconcealed firearms.  Department officials say interested parties 
must apply in person at the KPD Records Firearms Section service window at the main police station 
in Lihue.  A long list of documentation must be provided.  For more information, log on to Kauai-dot-
gov and navigate to "Firearms Registration & Permitting."
  
The founder of the far-right Hawaii Proud Boys chapter and co-founder of the online group called 
"Murder the Media" is facing time behind bars for his role in last year's Capitol riot.  That's because 
Nicholas Ochs of Honolulu pleaded guilty after admitting he and another man threw smoke bombs at 
police officers.  Sentencing is set for Dec. 9. and the two each face a maximum of 20 years in prison 
for obstruction of an official proceeding, and potential financial penalties.

A new pilot program in Maui County is allowing homeless individuals to sleep in their cars 
overnight.  Starting as soon as next month, people can sleep in their cars in the parking lot of the J. 
Walter Cameron Center in Wailuku.  Maui County Council member Kelly King introduced the 
measure, and says it's meant to help working people who can't afford housing.  According to reports, 
the county also plans to set up porta-potties.  Contract details are still being finalized.

State health officials are tracking three new monkeypox cases in Hawaii.  Authorities say all three 
were diagnosed on Oahu.  These most-recent cases reportedly boost the cumulative statewide 
monkeypox-case count to 28.  Health experts say monkeypox is spread through direct contact with 
bodily fluids and any close contact with someone who has already been infected.  The virus can also 
be spread via respiration.

The son of HPD Chief Joe Logan is out on bail following his arrest on a criminal-contempt charge for 
missing a court date.  Court officials say Zane Logan was busted on August 20th after he allegedly 
failed to appear for an August 15th court date on a second-degree burglary charge.  The suspect's 
attorney, Jason Burks, successfully argued that there was no evidence Logan was aware he was due 
in court on that date.  

Virtually all of Hawaii is suffering under some degree of drought.  This according to federal officials, 
who report that, as recently as three months, the figure was at half that level.  The most recent federal 
map tracking drought throughout the islands shows roughly one-third of the state facing at least 
severe drought conditions.  Meanwhile, both state and federal officials have declared agriculture 
disasters in each of Hawaii's four counties.

Hawaii Governor David Ige is ordering flags to be flown at half-staff in honor of Queen Elizabeth the 
Second. In a statement, Ige says the state "joins the nation and the rest of the world in mourning the 
loss of Queen Elizabeth."  The British Monarch passed away Thursday at the age of 96.  The Queen 
held the throne for over 70 years. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday September 12, 2022

The owner of an anti-Black Lives Matter license plate is suing Honolulu and the state attorney 
general. The man was approved and paid for the plate in January of 2021, and received it in the 
summer of last year. He says the city and attorney general are violating his civil rights by now 
ordering him to hand in the plate. The city won't let the man renew his car registration until he 
surrenders the license plate. He's also facing citation, and the city is allowed to seize his property in 
the meantime. The man's attorney says his client won't oblige, but will rather keep the license plate to 
send a message.
  
The University of Hawaii received a record 165-million dollars in donations in the last fiscal 
year.  That's a 65-percent jump from the previous fiscal year.  More than 22-thousand gifts were 
received from more than 18-thousand donors.  The 165-million-dollars also represents an amount 
nearly double what U.H. received in donations two years ago.  University officials cite a strong 
economy, better strategy, and growing confidence in the state's public university system.
  
Hawaii's streak of falling bankruptcy rates is over at 16 months.  In August, statewide bankruptcy 
filings were up by nearly 22-percent compared to August of last year.  There were 106 bankruptcy 
cases filed last month.  It was also the first time the number of filings exceeded 100 in 13 months.
  
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands beneficiaries and wait listers are eligible for up to 500 dollars if 
they've been financially affected by COVID-19.  The money comes from a 60-thousand-dollar grant 
from Helping Hands Hawaii. More than 100 Native Hawaiians will be given the cash to pay for urgent 
expenses like rent, mortgage, child care, or car registrations.  HHH has a questionnaire on its website 
that it's inviting beneficiaries and wait listers to fill out if they want to apply for this financial 
assistance.  
  
Farmers in Hawaii have until next week to apply for a grant program supporting small-scale 
gardening, herding and livestock operations.  The maximum award per household is five-thousand-
dollars with the goal of helping produce food in areas that are food insecure.  The deadline to apply 
on the Hawaii Department of Agriculture's website is noon on Monday, September 19th.

A study ranking the best colleges in the nation is giving three University of Hawaii campuses high 
marks.  US News and World Report released its list of Best Colleges, and recognized UH Manoa, UH 
Hilo and UH West Oahu.  The schools were selected for a variety of reasons including for their ethnic 
diversity, social mobility, and overall value, which factors in academic quality and cost.
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday September 13, 2022

Due to a major traffic accident, Kuhio hwy in front of Church of Pacific near Princeville was  shut 
down in  both directions from about 8:15 till 11:15 or approximately 3 hours Monday evening.  We will 
provide more information as it becomes available.

Two men from Kauai are behind bars on suspicion of electronic enticement of a child. The alleged 
child predators are Nicholas Wehrly, 34, of Eleele, and Eric Nakamoto, 39, of Hanamaulu.   Bail has 
been set at $20,000 each.  They were both arrested last weekend, by members of the task force 
known as Operation Keiki Shield. 
 
An arrest is made in connection to a 50-year-old cold case murder in Waikiki.  Police say the 
unidentified suspect was arrested in Reno, Nevada yesterday on a complaint of second-degree 
murder.  He's awaiting extradition back to Honolulu.  This stems from a murder reported in January 
1972, where 19-year-old Nancy Anderson was found dead by her roommate in their Waikiki 
apartment with multiple stab wounds.  Investigators say a suspect was finally identified earlier this 
month through DNA evidence.

The state Department of Education is launching a pilot program that will allow high school students to 
apply for free bus passes in all four major counties.  It's in response to dwindling route and 
transportation options amid an ongoing school bus driver shortage.  Routes have been consolidated 
in all four major counties.  The student bus pass program will be called EXPRESS, which stands for 
Expanding Ridership to Educate Students in Schools.
  
Prominent Big Island doctor Rudy Puana has been sentenced to seven-and-a-half years in prison for 
his role in the Kealoha scandal. Prosecutors were pushing for between 15 and 20 years. Back in 
April, Puana was found guilty of 38 drug counts. He used his privileges as a doctor to get people 
drugs like fentanyl and oxycodone.
  
There's new evidence that suggests there's really a wildcat roaming on the Big Island. On Sunday 
night, a staff member at the Manago Hotel reported seeing a big cat in Captain Cook. That's five 
miles from the location of the initial sighting a farmer caught on grainy cellphone video taken above 
Kailua-Kona in mid-August. A hotel visitor also reported seeing a wildcat, and its outline was later 
seen on surveillance video. The Department of Land and Natural Resources is now handing the 
investigation over to the Hawaii Department of Agriculture.
  
The University of Hawaii will lift its remaining face mask requirements for all ten of its campuses and 
other properties after Friday. University officials say they came to the decision by listening to medical 
and public health experts, and by following the latest federal and state guidance. U.H. President 
David Lassner says COVID-19 rules are still subject to change in the future.
  
The Honolulu Board of Water Supply is looking for places to drill at least three new wells.  They must 
be outside of the contamination zone caused by the Red Hill fuel leak.  They'll replace another three 
wells that were shut down last year as a precaution, because of their proximity to Red Hill.  The BWS 
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says replacing them won't be a quick process.  It'll take a minimum of five years at best to bring a new 
water source online. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday September 14, 2022

Sadly A 68-year-old Hanalei man died from his injuries after being struck on Kūhiō Highway in 
Princeville Monday night.  His identity has not yet been released.  According to a preliminary 
investigation, the man was walking in the northbound lane of Kūhiō Highway, near the Ka-paka Street 
intersection, when he was struck by a Honda sedan being driven by a 49-year-old Kilauea woman. 
The crash happened at approximately 7:40 p.m.  Kūhiō Highway was closed in both directions for 
roughly 3-1/2 hours.  This is Kauai’s seventh traffic fatality this year.
  
The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 1,343 new COVID-19 infections over the past week 
in our state.  Health officials also reported 10 more deaths, bringing the state’s coronavirus-related 
death toll to 1,665.  The state’s seven-day average of new cases fell 161, down from 190 reported on 
Sept. 7.   Overall, the daily average has been falling since the first of June. Health officials have said 
actual numbers are estimated to be at least five to six times higher since these figures do not include 
unreported home test kit results.    There were 48 new infections reported on Kauai in the past week.

The Hawaii Department of Health has now reported a total of 30 monkeypox cases. Two more cases 
were added to the running total on Tuesday. It's unclear where the two new cases come from. Two-
thirds of all monkeypox patients in Hawaii are Oahu residents.
  
An attorney is behind bars as part of an ongoing federal probe of a Honolulu prosecutor.  Sheri Jean 
Tanaka was arrested in California today after being indicted last week.  She and other employees at 
the firm she works for is accused of contributing over 45-thousand dollars to the re-election campaign 
of Prosecutor Keith Kaneshiro.  In return, Kaneshiro would allegedly prosecute a former employee of 
that firm. Tanaka is the sixth person to be arrested during the investigation.
  
Three suspects previously convicted of beating a hotel security guard in Kona in 2018 will get a new 
trial. A retrial was granted after the state Court of Appeals ruled the prosecution violated the rules of 
the first trial by using video of the security guard in the hospital. The video was shown following 
testimony about his condition, and the court says that presented the potential of unfair prejudice. Two 
of the suspects were convicted of attempted second-degree murder and were serving lifetime prison 
terms. The other was sentenced to a decade in prison for first-degree assault. In 2020, the security 
guard died as a quadriplegic. No date for the new trial has been set. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday September 15, 2022

Firefighters extinguished a structure fire that broke out on Monday.  Shortly after 6 p.m. on Monday 
firefighters were dispatched to the apartments at Banyon Harbor in Līhu‘e, after receiving reports of a 
fire at the building.  Once on scene, firefighters found smoke coming from a unit on the second floor 
of the building.   The fire was contained to the single unit, and fully extinguished a few minutes later. 
However, additional damage was reported to the apartment directly under the involved unit. Damages 
to the structure and contents are estimated to be roughly $153,000.  No injuries were reported.  The 
cause of the fire was deemed accidental.

 Through a collaboration with the Kaua‘i Humane Society and Best Friends Animal Society, adoption 
fees for all 110 dogs and 248 cats at KHS are waived from this Friday through Sunday.  The shelter is 
now at full capacity and needs to send dozens of animals to good homes.  The shelter is open from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and those interested in adoption are encouraged to make appointments by 
emailing customerservice@kauaihumane.org. Animals can also be selected for adoption on the 
website, kauaihumane.org.   The Best Friends Animal Society is an animal-welfare organization 
working to end the killing of cats and dogs in America’s shelters by 2025

Investigators are revealing a possible cause to a recent deadly ambulance fire in Honolulu.  Officials 
say a portable oxygen cylinder could be the reason for the blaze.  The incident happened the night of 
August 24th when first responders were transporting a 91-year-old man.  As the vehicle pulled into 
the hospital, it became engulfed in flames.  The patient in the ambulance died and paramedic 
sustained critical injuries. With the revelation, an official cause of the fire has not yet been determined 
as the investigation continues.

Damage to pillars could delay the grand opening of the Honolulu rail line. The launch of paid ridership 
is expected to start early next year. But, the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation says that 
plan could be disrupted by hairline cracks to the pillars that hold up the rail system's overhead tracks. 
Five rail stations on the west side of the project have pillar damage, with about a dozen affected 
pillars. HART CEO Lori Kahikina says the cracks were first discovered four years ago and have since 
grown in both length and width.  

Despite an ongoing statewide nursing shortage, Hawaii's nursing schools have been rejecting 
hundreds of qualified applicants. That's because there just aren't enough instructors to teach them. 
There are 131 full-time teaching positions at nursing schools on the islands and two-dozen need to be 
filled. More than 15-hundred qualified applicants tried to get into nursing schools in Hawaii last year, 
but more than 800 were rejected.
  
New research shows that people in Hawaii spend the most money on groceries.  Move-dot-org put 
the state at the top of the list with the most expensive supermarket bills.  On average, residents 
spend just under 557 dollars per month on groceries.  The national average is a little over 355 dollars. 
Those looking for the cheapest grocery run will have to visit New Hampshire where residents spend 
just over 183 bucks per month on food.  

mailto:customerservice@kauaihumane.org
http://kauaihumane.org
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday September 16, 2022

The County of Kaua‘i’s Coronavirus Rental and Utility Assistance Program (CRUA), administered by 
Kaua‘i Federal Credit Union (Kaua‘i FCU), will be undergoing changes starting Nov. 1, as the 
program begins to wind down.  Beginning November 1, 2022, the rental assistance cap will be 
lowered to $1,500 per month. New and existing applicants must be prepared to provide 
documentation to support claimed income levels and financial hardship during the pandemic

The businessman at the center of the largest bribery case in Hawaii's history has formally been 
charged by federal officials.  Milton Choi, the owner of H20 Process Systems, was charged with a 
single count of bribery on Thursday.  Choi is also accused of paying two-million-dollars in bribes to 
former Maui wastewater official Stewart Stant.  Stant, a former Director of Environmental 
Management for Maui County, was also charged on suspicion of receiving bribes.  Choi is the same 
businessman who bribed ex-state senator J. Kalani English and ex-state representative Ty 
Cullen.  Both resigned after they were caught and pleaded guilty to bribery charges as well.
  
New details are emerging after a woman's body was found in the Hawaiian Beaches 
Subdivision.  Police were initially called to a home Thursday morning, following reports of a burglary 
in progress.  The home was being renovated and no one was supposed to be there.  Officers 
discovered several shattered glass windows, fresh footprints on the sidewalk outside the home, and 
finally a man hiding behind a stone wall bordering the property.  The man was arrested for 
trespassing.  Then, police searched the property again and found a woman dead in the 
backyard.  She had several blunt-force trauma type injuries on her head.  The trespassing suspect is 
accused of killing her.  

All four major counties in Hawaii are now in the CDC's green or low community level for COVID-19. 
Honolulu and Maui Counties were moved from the yellow to green level on Thursday. Kauai and 
Hawaii Counties were already there. The metrics used to determine community levels include COVID 
case rates per 100-thousand people, the rate of COVID-related hospital admissions, and the 
percentage of hospital beds occupied by COVID patients. In May, all four counties were in the orange 
or high community level for a time.  

The University of Hawaii is lifting its remaining mask mandates.  Starting tomorrow, the school's 
campuses will no longer require face coverings while in classrooms, shared laboratory spaces and 
confined educational spaces.  In a statement, U of H said it was making the move based on the 
recommendation of health officials as well as the downward trend of community transmission of 
COVID-19.  
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday September 19, 2022

A good Samaritan is getting praise for helping rescue a kidnapped 15-year-old girl in Downtown Hilo. 
Mikella Debina was found in good health on Saturday afternoon. The man accused of kidnapping her 
Friday afternoon was arrested. On Saturday, the man took Debina into Café Pesto in Downtown Hilo, 
after she convinced him she was hungry. A restaurant host recognized her as the girl featured in an 
AMBER Alert, and rushed her to the back of the restaurant, where he called police. Witnesses say 
the suspect tried to convince people Debina was his daughter.  
  
Congressman Kai Kahele and businesswoman Vicky Cayetano are both under investigation for 
possible campaign spending violations. The state Campaign Spending Commission is investigating 
both former candidates, who lost their bids to become Hawaii's next governor last month. Kahele is 
accused of violating state law by soliciting campaign donations from contributors who previously 
donated to Governor Ige's campaign in 2014. The commission will consider the allegation against 
Kahele on Thursday. Cayetano, meanwhile, is accused of violating state law by coordinating 
expenditures with a Super PAC. The allegation against Cayetano was filed back on May 31st.  

A task force made up of state and county government officials is preparing legislation for legal adult 
recreational cannabis use in Hawaii. The legalization strategy is being prepared to present to state 
lawmakers ahead of next year's legislative session, which starts in four months. The 15-member task 
force was created by lawmakers through a bill that passed last year. They're developing plans to 
shape cannabis legislation after researching what's being done in other states. They're also taking 
input from stakeholders, and members of Hawaii's regulated medical cannabis industry. The task 
force may even recommend a draft bill for next year.
  
Enrollment at Hawaii's public schools continues to fall.  This according to state education officials, 
who say public schools lost nearly three thousand students in the 2021-2022 school year compared 
to the year before, marking the fourth consecutive year of declining enrollment.  According to state 
DOE officials, the decline can be traced to Hawaii's declining birth rate and families moving to the 
mainland.  The latest figures reportedly show total enrollment this year hitting 156-thousand-518 
students this academic year.
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday September 20, 2022

Hawaii residents are taking the fight over clean water rights to the nation’s Capital.  Red Hill families 
impacted by the Navy's fuel leak last year were in Washington, DC today to demand a proper 
cleanup.  The group of over 100 protestors marched to the EPA's headquarters calling for safe and 
clean drinking water with a massive sign that said, "EPA, do your job."  Meantime, the military has 
given an estimated date of July 2024 to complete the defueling of Red Hill tanks. The Oahu Water 
Protectors will later take their protest to the White House and the Red Hill families will meet leaders in 
Congress, the Pentagon and the environmental community to discuss water contamination 
issues.   Rear Admiral John Wade will be in charge of the Navy's efforts to defuel the Red Hill storage 
facility.  On Monday, Wade was named the commander of a joint task force overseeing the defueling 
and permanent closure of the facility.
  
Three men are facing nearly two dozen firearms charges in connection to the death of a 12-year-old 
Boy Scout.  Police concluded "Manny" Carvalho's death at the Boy Scout Camp near Honokaa was 
accidental.  On August 28th officials say the 12-year-old boy picked up a loaded gun, and it 
discharged when he was putting it back down.  An autopsy found Manny died as a result of a single 
gunshot wound.  The three unidentified men are charged with 23 counts, including one for criminal 
negligence.

Prosecutors on the Big Island are seeking life in prison without the possibility of parole for a man 
accused of brutally murdering a woman last week. The 36-year-old man is accused of killing a 34-
year-old woman at a home in the Hawaiian Beaches Subdivision. He was initially arrested on 
suspicion of trespassing last Thursday, but then, police found blood and the woman's body. 
Prosecutors now say she was partially clothed, her hands and feet were bound, and she had obvious 
face and head trauma. The suspect was also found holding an object similar to a crowbar.  

Hawaii's Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program is being extended.  Governor David Ige signed 
an emergency proclamation today, which will keep program in place until November 18th.  It's the 
fourth time the governor has extended SNAP benefits, which provides low-income households with 
food and nutritional support. The program coincides with emergency relief during the coronavirus 
pandemic.
  
Hawaii is the happiest state in the U.S.  That's according to a new study by Wallethub.  In the 
individual categories WalletHub says Hawaii ranks first for emotional and physical wellbeing and 
seventh-best in the community and environment category.  To make the rankings, the financial 
website looked at data across 30 metrics, including the state's depression rate and unemployment 
rate.  

A retired Honolulu police sergeant has been charged with continuous sexual assault of a 13-year-old 
girl.  Police booking records show 62-year-old Fredrick Apo was arrested last Friday, at his home in 
Kapolei.  He was charged Monday and remains behind bars on a quarter-million-dollars bail.  Apo 
was with the HPD for 25 years.  Now he faces up to 20 years in prison.  Apo has been retired from 
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the force since the end of 2019.  He is accused of sexually assaulting the girl in his home between 
March 1st and September 1st.    

The man accused of kidnapping a 15-year-old girl from a beach on the Big Island has been charged 
with several felonies. On Monday afternoon, the 53-year-old was charged with two counts of 
kidnapping, along with first-degree sexual assault, terroristic threatening, robbery and meth 
trafficking. He's being held behind bars on two-million-dollars bail and is due in court this morning. 
The man was arrested Saturday afternoon, a day after allegedly abducting the girl at knifepoint at 
Anaehoomalu Bay. The man allegedly tied the girl up before taking her away.  
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesay September 21, 2022

The Hawaii Department of Health today reported 1,132 new COVID-19 infections over the past 
week.  Health officials also reported 14 more deaths, bringing the state’s coronavirus-related death 
toll to 1,679.  The state’s seven-day average of new cases fell to 148, down from 161 reported on 
Sept. 14. 

There were 68 new infections reported on Kauai.  Overall, the daily average has been falling since 
the first of June. Health officials have said actual numbers are estimated to be at least five to six 
times higher since these figures do not include unreported home test kit results.  
  
There are new details about the alleged kidnapping of a 15-year-old girl on the Big Island.  The 52-
year-old man accused of abducting the girl from a beach last Friday was allegedly carrying zip ties, 
made her smoke crystal meth several times, and kept her shackled in a bus overnight.  That's all 
according to new court documents released Tuesday.  The man was arrested Saturday, after the girl 
was rescued by a good Samaritans at a café in Hilo.  The girl was abducted after she and her 
boyfriend were robbed at knifepoint by the suspect near Waikoloa

A man is back behind bars after allegedly escaping police custody and hopping into a running 
car.  The 29-year-old was initially arrested Tuesday morning, on suspicion of violating a temporary 
restraining order.  Authorities say he escaped in the afternoon, while being transported to Queen's 
West Oahu Medical Center.  The man ran away from the officer who arrested him, got into a waiting 
car, and disappeared.  That was, until Tuesday night, when he was found in Ewa Beach and arrested 
again.  The man is now facing an escape charge as well.
  
The Maui County Council is endorsing a proposal that would allow counties in Hawaii to set their own 
minimum wages.  The effort introduced by Lanai seat holder Gabe Johnson seeks to allow individual 
counties to set higher minimum wages than the state.  To be considered in the next legislative 
session beginning in the New Year, the resolution must be endorsed by three other county councils.

A proposal to limit the use and intensity of outdoor lights in Maui County is moving forward. The Maui 
County Council voted in favor of the bill on Tuesday. It calls for limiting blue light content in outdoor 
fixtures to two-percent or less, and having lights pointed down and covered. Low wattage outdoor 
lights would still be allowed for holiday decorations and cultural festivals, non-ocean front homes, and 
sporting events. Homes near the shore would be required to follow the rule between May and 
December, which is birds' nesting and fledgling season. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday September 22, 2022

After five years and a 7 million dollar investment Our County council has returned the six acres that 
Grove Farm donated to the county in 2017 which was to be used as a youth treatment center.  The 
Pandemic and failure to find a suitable intuition to manage the facility impeded plans open the 
facility.  The failure to open the facility led to a lawsuit by Grove Farm against the county.  The original 
agreement between the county and Grove Farm dictated that the land be used for the treatment 
center and that it be operating within two years.  Grove Farm will now take control of the property 
under the requirement that they will use it “solely for use for adult and adolescent health-care 
purposes.” 

A 50-year-old Kapa‘a woman and a 52-year-old California woman are hospitalized at Wilcox Medical 
Center following a traffic crash in Kapa�a on Monday evening.  The 50-year-old woman is in critical 
condition, while the 52-year-old is in stable condition.  The two were struck on a marked crosswalk 
while crossing Kūhiō Highway near mile-marker 9 in Kapa‘a on Monday at approximately 7 p.m. The 
vehicle involved was a Chevrolet pickup truck operated by a 65-year-old Kapa‘a man.  Speeding and 
impairment are not suspected factors in the crash. However, the investigation remains 
ongoing.  Kūhiō Highway was closed in both directions for approximately 1.5 hours.

The man accused of kidnapping a 15-year-old girl on the Big Island has now been indicted by a grand 
jury. On Wednesday, the 52-year-old man was indicted on eleven counts, which include kidnapping, 
sex assault, and terroristic threatening.  The man had two court hearings at the same time on 
Wednesday. There was a private grand jury proceeding in Hilo at the same time as a public 
preliminary hearing on the case in Kona. Most criminal cases have one of those types of hearings, 
but not both. It's because of a state Supreme Court ruling made two weeks ago. Prosecutors say they 
held the two hearings to avoid the suspect being released or ever needing to be reindicted.

The man accused of brutally murdering a woman on the Big Island last week has been indicted on 
murder charges. A judge has also ordered him to undergo a mental health examination. The woman 
was found dead on a property in the Hawaiian Beaches Subdivision. Police say she was badly beaten 
and her hands and feet were bound. The man is due back in court on October 25th.
  
Governor Ige wants the new Aloha Stadium in Halawa built "as quickly as possible." To speed up 
construction, he's calling for the end to a complex public-private partnership which would be replaced 
by a more streamlined process, mainly focusing on building the stadium itself. Democratic nominee 
for governor, Lieutenant Governor Josh Green, says he also wants to speed up the process of 
building the new stadium if he's elected in November. Republican nominee Duke Aiona wants 
construction to start soon as well, but he would prefer the stadium be on the U.H. Manoa campus. 
The state is expected to release more details on the stadium development project within the next 
three weeks.
  
Having a business along the Honolulu rail line may come with some perks. The City Council is 
considering a bill guaranteeing incentives for businesses adjacent to the rail line. They include 
expedited permitting and tax exemptions for up to 30 years. But, to get the tax exemption, businesses 
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would have to invest a minimum of 75-million-dollars into improvements to facilities and create one-
hundred full-time jobs. The jobs wouldn't all have to be created at once. They can be filled during the 
30-year tax exemption period. The city council's budget committee will discuss the proposed bill 
during its meeting on October 19th.
  
After a nearly four-hour battle, a man caught a massive black marlin off the coast of South Kona. On 
Tuesday, he reeled in a 250-pound marlin from his kayak. The fish dragged him out to sea for nearly 
four hours at speeds of up to seven-miles-per-hour. The man says he was just trying to catch some 
ahi or ono at the time. The fisherman from Pahoa already smoked about 100 pounds of the marlin for 
his family and friends. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Friday September 23, 2022

Kaua‘i Fire Department firefighters responded to a brush fire early Friday morning that broke out in 
Anahola.  No injuries were reported.  At approximately 2 a.m. on Friday, firefighters were dispatched 
to a brush fire reported on the mauka side of Kūhiō Highway near mile-marker 12 in Anahola.   KFD 
personnel discovered and extinguished the 1.5-acre fire.  No road closures were reported, and no 
structures were threatened during the response.   The cause of the fire is undetermined.

Congressman Kai Kahele must pay a thousand-dollar fine for violating a campaign spending law. He 
was fined by the Hawaii Campaign Spending Commission Thursday, after admitting he used an eight-
year-old list of donors to seek campaign contributions for his now-unsuccessful run for governor. The 
list was of people and organizations who donated to Governor Ige when he was running for the office 
in 2014.
  
A man from Waipahu is facing federal weapons charges after a huge stash of illegal ghost guns was 
recovered from his home. The man is accused of keeping two-dozen ghost guns and illegal parts. 
Homeland Security agents and Honolulu police officers served warrants on his home and car on 
Monday. Court records show they found and recovered long guns, pistols, silencers and hundreds of 
rounds of illegal ammunition. The man is due in court today. Federal prosecutors are planning to ask 
a judge to keep him behind bars without bail, arguing he presents a danger to the community, and is 
a flight risk.
  
Not being able to pay a bail amount as low as 15-dollars has kept dozens of inmates inside the 
crowed Hilo jail. That's what a state corrections oversight panel was told on Thursday. Christin 
Johnson is the new oversight coordinator for the Hawaii Correctional Systems Oversight Commission. 
She says of the nearly 50 prisons and jails she's visited nationwide, Hilo has the worst one. Johnson 
says some of the conditions inside the facility don't even meet the minimum legal requirements 
established by federal courts.
  
Two men have been arrested on suspicion of shooting paintballs at random people on the Big Island. 
The shootings happened early Thursday morning and targeted drivers on Alii Drive in Kailua-Kona. At 
least two people were injured after getting shot with paintballs. An 18-year-old man and a 27-year-old 
man were arrested in connection with the drive-by assaults.
  
Hawaii is one of the easiest states in the nation to vote according to a new study.  The Cost of Voting 
Index ranks the Aloha State 4th, based on factors including registration, early voting and absentee 
voting.  Voters in the states of Oregon and Washington have the easiest time casting a ballot 
according to the study.  
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Local Kaua�i News – Monday September 26, 2022

All Hawaii state public library locations are being closed to the public today following an unspecified 
threat, the Office of the State Librarian has announced.  The libraries are closed out of an abundance 
of caution due to the threat,” said a news release. “The library has been working with local law 
enforcement to determine when it is safe to reopen.”

The EPA is releasing a long list of violations at the Navy's Red Hill fuel facility after touring the site 
earlier this year.  The federal report came in response to thousands of military families getting sick 
from contaminated water caused by a leak at the fuel storage facility.  Violations include lack of a spill 
response plan and failure to operate the system in line with good engineering practice.  Meantime, 
the Navy is working to remove over 100-million-gallons of fuel from Red Hill, which could take through 
July of 2024.

On Oahu The Department of Public Safety is trying to figure out how an inmate was released from 
Oahu Community Correctional Center by mistake. The man was freed on Thursday, then voluntarily 
turned himself in on Friday. The DPS blames an administrative error. The man is a pre-trial detainee 
and wasn't eligible for release because he still had pending charges. The man is back at OCCC with 
a grand jury hearing on a robbery charge scheduled for a week from today.
  
State education officials are concerned with public school enrollment numbers.  Since the pandemic 
started, thousands fewer keiki are enrolled in classes.  Officials are concerned that means parents 
took their kids out of schools without following procedures mandated by state law.  That would 
technically make all of the disenrolled students truant.  There are also five or six new private schools 
currently accepting students, but they don't have a license to operate yet.  In the 2020-2021 school 
year, the first full school year of the pandemic, overall enrollment fell from about 216-thousand 
students to a little more than 211-thousand statewide.
  
Lingering concerns about beach erosion at Kaanapali Beach in West Maui are now very 
real.  Following a higher than usual tide on Friday, trees and part of a sidewalk started falling into the 
ocean.  The Department of Land and Natural Resources is proposing a restoration project for the 
area.  However, experts believe that fix, as planned, would only work for about a decade. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Tuesday September 27, 2022

A 20-year-old Kauai man is behind bars on suspicion of sending a bomb threat to an elementary 
school on Kauai. The male suspect has been identified as 20-year-old Lopaka Santos of 
Hanamā‘ulu.  Santos is accused of calling administrators at Koloa Elementary School on Monday, 
and claiming a bomb would go off at the end of the school day. Kauai police and school 
administrators decided to evacuate the campus. KPD personnel assisted with the evacuation of 
students to a safe location away from the area. Officers swept the campus and didn't find any 
suspicious devices. Santos was arrested on suspicion of Terroristic Threatening in the First Degree 
and is currently being held at Līhu‘e Headquarters as the investigation continues.
  
Federal officials are warning of rainbow-colored fentanyl being distributed on the Big Island.  In a drug 
threat bulletin officials said a large quantity of the pills were found in a shipment that was recently 
smuggled in, along with a powdered form of the substance.  The deadly drug is made to look like 
candy and can be 50 times more potent than heroin.  

More than two months after getting approved for pay raises and bonuses, Hawaii's teachers have yet 
to receive them. Governor Ige approved a pay raise proposal in July, while lawmakers approved 170-
million-dollars to fund it. Based on their seniority, teachers can receive an extra seven-thousand to 
26-thousand-dollars per year. Nearly nine-thousand teachers are eligible for a pay increase, but the 
cash just hasn't come in yet.
  
U.S. Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin is coming to Hawaii to tour the underground Red Hill fuel 
storage facility. Austin is expected to leave Washington D.C. tomorrow, and first visit California. After 
that he'll go to Hawaii, where he plans to tour the facility, and meet with key allies in the Indo Pacific. 
Austin will have a meet-up with Rear Admiral John Wade, who has been put in charge as commander 
of the joint task force responsible for emptying the Red Hill fuel tanks. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Wednesday September 28, 2022

The U.S. Navy is being handed down a hefty fine by the Hawaii Department of Health.  The agency 
ordered the military branch to pay over eight-point-seven million dollars for sewage discharges into 
waters close to a wastewater treatment plant around Pearl Harbor. The Department says the fines 
are based on hundreds of violations.  The Navy can request a hearing regarding the penalty but must 
do so within 20 days of when the fine was given.
  
Emptying the Red Hill fuel tanks will cost the federal government at least 280-million-dollars. That's 
the estimate from the Pentagon. Next month, crews will start taking jet fuel out of pipelines before 
repairing them and the tanks. Then the process of safely removing 104-million-gallons of fuel can 
start. Defueling is now expected to start in July of 2024.
  
Our Hawaii Department of Health today reported seven additional coronavirus deaths and 800 new 
cases in our state in the past seven days.  The state Health Department also added nearly 11,000 
backlogged cases in Wednesday’s count, representing “historic reinfection cases” recorded since 
September 2020.  DOH said reinfections will now be included in their COVID dashboard as they see 
a growing trend. Officials said the percentage of COVID cases involving individuals who had a prior 
infection now accounts for about 10% of new confirmed cases.  Prior to the change, DOH said a 
person who tested positive multiple times was only counted once.  The state’s COVID figures don’t 
include positives from at-home tests, so the real number is likely far higher.  The additional fatalities 
bring the state’s COVID death toll to 1,686.

On Maui A man is behind bars on suspicion of kidnaping a woman in Kahului and running from police 
for two days. Police say, on Sunday afternoon, he jumped into a running SUV with a woman in the 
backseat. He refused to let her out until she escaped after about a mile of driving. The man then 
allegedly stole a dog, which was later released to the Maui Humane Society. After that he crashed 
twice while fleeing from police, then flipped over. He ran away, and hid in some bushes overnight. He 
was arrested Tuesday morning, after allegedly stealing a pickup truck from a home in Wailuku. The 
man tried to punch an officer in the face while he was getting arrested but just missed.
  
A former defense contractor from Hawaii has pleaded guilty to making illegal donations to Maine 
Senator Susan Collins. Martin Kao pleaded guilty to federal conspiracy charges on Tuesday. He 
funneled close to 200-thousand-dollars in illegal campaign contributions to Collins through political 
action committees that supported her run for reelection in 2020. Three weeks ago, Kao also pleaded 
guilty to cheating the federal government's paycheck protection program out of more than 12-point-
eight-million-dollars meant to go to small businesses during the pandemic. 
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Local Kaua�i News – Thursday September 29, 2022

Our mayor of Kauai County has signeda bill to increase benefits for farmers.  Mayor Derek Kawakami 
this week signed a bill updating the Kauai County's Agricultural Dedication program.  The new law 
makes it easier for farmers to get tax breaks for land dedicated to crops or livestock.  Councilmember 
Luke Evslin, who co-authored the bill, said, "The purpose here is to incentivize farming, and to try and 
reduce the abuse of our agricultural dedication program."

In response to a recent survey conducted by the State Police officers union our Kauai Chief of Police 
Todd Raybuck thanked the union and the officers for their responses. He said the information 
presented in the survey summary identified areas of concern that deserve attention. Raybuck says he 
is committed to working with Union leadership to identify solutions to the issues presented in the 
survey. He added that he believes that good faith efforts to work together will allow the department to 
achieve the goal of establishing the best working conditions that can be provided to the officers.
  
U.S. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin is now on Oahu, as protests about the Red Hill fuel spill 
continue. Austin will be in Hawaii for the rest of the week, and is scheduled to meet with Rear Admiral 
John Wade. Wade is the commander in charge of defueling the underground fuel tanks at Red Hill. 
Ten months after they first noticed jet fuel in their tap water, military families are still reporting health 
issues. Many have been protesting at home and in Washington D.C., while complaining of a litany of 
physical and neurological issues.  

The U.S. Coast Guard stopped a huge shipment of illegal fireworks from getting into Hawaii. On 
Wednesday, the Coast Guard seized nearly three-million-dollars worth of fireworks at the Port of 
Honolulu. The shipment, which contained about 13-thousand-500 pounds of illegal fireworks, was 
sent back to the mainland. The explosives will be professionally destroyed at a disposal facility. The 
fireworks were shipped in nine different containers.  

Hawaii County could soon restrict where guns can be carried. The county council plans to consider a 
proposed bill that would ban the carrying of both concealed and unconcealed guns in so-called 
sensitive places. Those would include schools, parks, hospitals, churches, social gatherings, and 
government facilities. But, it may be hard to pass the bill following June's U.S. Supreme Court ruling, 
which expanded concealed-carry rights.  

A man is behind bars on suspicion of trying to rob a dive shop with a so-called finger gun. Security 
camera footage from Wednesday morning shows the man walk into the business with a handkerchief 
over his hand. It appears he might have been holding a handgun, but Honolulu police say he was just 
pointing his fingers in the shape of a gun. He was trying to grab the cash register key from the clerk, 
but ultimately failed and decided to leave. The 22-year-old was arrested in the afternoon, after 
cameras caught the license plate number of the moped he rode away on.  

The Aloha Stadium Authority is scheduled to hold another meeting today. The meeting comes a few 
days after Governor Ige announced he wants to take plans for the stadium in a different direction. Ige 
hasn't yet announced his final plans for the stadium and surrounding entertainment district, but he's 
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called for all requests for proposals to stop. The governor's office says the plans could be announced 
within the next three weeks or sooner, once the needed preliminary work is finished. State Senator 
Glenn Wakai says the plan is for the University of Hawaii to take over as the stadium developer. That 
hasn't been confirmed by the university nor Ige's office. 



FCC Public Inspection Files
Pacific Media Group Kaua�i

KQNG FM93.5 / KSHK 103.1FM / KSRF 95.9FM / KUAI 104.5FM/570AM
Local Kaua�i News

2022 - Quarter 3 – September

Page 28 of 29

Local Kaua�i News – Friday September 30, 2022

A grand jury has indicted a man accused of threatening to blow up an elementary school on 
Kauai.   20-year-old Lopaka San-tos-Dasaw-lee-ah, 20, of Kōloa was indicted Thursday, on two 
counts of terroristic threatening and one count of harassment. He's staying behind bars unless he can 
make 100-thousand-dollars bail.  The man allegedly threatened to blow up Koloa Elementary School 
with a bomb on Monday.  Police say he called the school and said the bomb was going to detonate 
after the school day finished. The campus was then evacuated, but no explosive device was found. If 
he's convicted, the man faces up to five years in prison.
  
Through the month of October, the Kaua‘i County Committee on the Status of Women will illuminate 
the Historic County Building and the Mo‘ikeha Building Rotunda in pink lights for Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month.  Breast cancer is the most common cancer amongst women worldwide. This 
serves as a reminder for women to get their yearly mammogram as early diagnosis of this disease 
can result in treatable and lifesaving outcomes.  

Hawaii's minimum wage increases tomorrow. It's rising from ten-dollars, ten-cents per hour, to 12-
dollars per hour.  It's the first statewide minimum wage increase in four years.  The minimum wage 
will next climb by two dollars every two years through 2028, when it'll go to 18-dollars per hour.
  
Ten-percent fewer visitors came to Hawaii in August than they did in the same month in 2019, before 
the pandemic started. The final visitor count for the month is about 829-thousand-700. But, visitors 
collectively spent more than one-point-seven-billion-dollars in Hawaii during the month. That's a 
nearly 14-percent jump from August of 2019. The average person was spending 227-dollars per day, 
up more than 18-and-a-half-percent from August of 2019.
  
Oahu Police are on the hunt for the person who pointed a green laser at a Delta Airlines flight leaving 
Honolulu for Seattle.  The incident happened late Wednesday night, while the plane was taking 
off.  Police went to Sand Island State Park, where they believe the laser came from, but couldn't find 
any suspects.  No one on the plane was hurt.  Aviation officials say there are more laser strikes on 
planes happening in Hawaii than anywhere else in the country.  There have been at least 100 
reported on the islands this year, with most happening in Honolulu.  Pointing a laser at an aircraft is a 
federal offense that comes with up to five years in prison.
  
State officials are celebrating after the federal government approves Honolulu's rail recovery 
plan.  This means the Honolulu Authority for Rapid Transportation, or HART, is now eligible for 744-
million-dollars for the ten-billion-dollar project.  Under the new plan, the project will include a 
shortened line with fewer stations.  Senator Brian Schatz said the approval of the recovery plan by 
the Federal Transit Administration puts the long-delayed project back on track.
  
Mayor Blangiardi is proposing a ban on guns in many public places on Oahu. He's asking for the city 
council to draft an ordinance that limits the places where guns can be carried. Those would include 
schools, government buildings, parks, voting locations and on public transportation. The state and its 
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counties are creating new rules about carrying guns in public following a U.S. Supreme Court 
decision made earlier this year. 


