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1.  POLITICS
This may be the craziest quarter yet as far as political news.  While we are in the midst of a worldwide 
health pandemic, some Wisconsin lawmakers are still playing partisan politics.  We start out the quarter 
covering the usual goings on between Republicans and Democrats, and then we are forced to switch to 
covering the many debatable life and death decisions being made by our political leaders.

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
1/8 EVERS CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM                 5PM NEWS 30 MIN
Gov. Tony Evers said he is making criminal justice reform his number one priority this year. That could 
mean changes to the state’s use of solitary confinement.  Evers told our political reporter Amy Reid he 
met with the Department of Corrections secretary on Wednesday to figure out what policies he could 
implement to do away with or limit solitary confinement. He said he expects development on solitary 
confinement policy soon.

1/13 SUN PRAIRIE COUNCIL    6PM NEWS 30 MIN
The rapidly growing city of Sun Prairie is considering restructuring its city council for the first time in 
decades. The city was separated into four districts of about 1,000 people in 1958. After decades of 
growth, the city still consists of four districts with almost 10,000 people in each of the four districts. “All 
of (the districts) have too many people in it,” City Council President Bill Connors said. The city proposed 
assigning a task force, consisting of five citizens and two alderpersons, to determine if change is needed.

2/8 VOTING     WKND NEWS 30 MIN
The League of Women Voters in Janesville and Beloit are looking forward to the 2020 election. They just 
celebrated 100 years of the 19th Amendment. Rock County reporter Adam Duxter had more for what 
that means for their group. President Linda Reinhardt says it’s only appropriate the event fell in an 
election year. She told Adam, “Our big emphasis is on voter education and registration.”  Reinhardt 
spoke during the event on the importance of Wisconsin’s districting and zoning. Those in attendance 
wrote their lawmakers regarding the issue.

2/20 EXTENDED BAR HOURS      AM NEWS 60 MIN
The Republican leader of the Wisconsin Assembly Robin Vos says he supports allowing bars to stay open 
later during the Democratic National Convention because after hearing presidential candidate Bernie 
Sanders speak, people are going to “need a drink.”  The Assembly is scheduled to vote Thursday on a bill 
allowing bars to stay open statewide until 4 a.m. during the four nights of the convention in July.

3/5 RUSSIAN INTERFERENCE      6PM NEWS 30 MIN
A UW-Madison researcher finds evidence that Russian-linked groups are working to influence our 2020 
election via social media. She shows us anti-Trump ads that seem to be coming from democratic 
candidates, but really come from Russian-linked groups. Young Mie Kim, a professor at UW-Madison 
told political reporter Amy Reid, “Public education and media literacy is very important, however that 
alone is not going to solve that problem. There must be some multilevel solutions.”

3/11 CITY COUNTY CORONA RESPONSE      4PM NEWS  60 MIN
Madison and Dane County are preparing for the coronavirus to get worse here. They're making sure city 
and county response plans are up-to-date. They're also monitoring large group gatherings, like voting in 
the spring primary next month. The spring primary later proves to be maybe the largest controversy in 
Wisconsin history.



2.  GOOD NEWS
This category of public service is more important now than ever.  Our viewers are going through a wide 
range of emotions daily and fearing for their own as well as their family’s lives.  In a time where there is 
so much death around every corner, our viewers need to hear and see the many good things people are 
doing to step up and help their neighbor, co-workers and people in need.  We strive to fill that need 
daily, highlighting the positive wherever we can.

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
1/11 FUN IN SNOW        5PM NEWS 30 MIN
While the area is under a snow emergency, many people in the community are just excited it's starting 
to feel like winter outside. Our Gabriella Bachara talked with locals for how they're celebrating the 
season's first snowfall.  Sledding, making snowmen, and skiing top the list.

1/12 PACKERS FANS REACT     6PM NEWS 30 MIN
After the Packers won their playoff game at Lambeau Field, Madalyn O'Neill spoke with fans after the 
game, including one who has attended 56 consecutive Packers games. The fans were very excited. Fans 
such as Katherine Crabtree said new head coach Matt LaFleur added a new energy to the team.
“LaFleur is in his rookie year as a coach. He exceeded any expectations,” Crabtree said. “We are thrilled. 
Go Pack Go. We are going to the Super Bowl.”

2/1 BLACK WOMEN’S CENTER WELLNESS CENTER      WKND PM NEWS 30 MIN
At the start of black history month, members of Wisconsin's black community are celebrating something 
they're calling a game changer. Adam Duxter was there for the grand opening of the Black Women's 
Wellness Center.  The center is the result of years of work and planning, says Founder and President Lisa 
Peyton-Caire. “It’s taken nine years to get to this place,” she said. “It’s been made possible by so many 
donors and supporters who are surrounding us in these rooms today.”

2/14 SENIORS VALENTINE DAY      6PM NEWS 30 MIN
We ask experts at a local senior center their advice for a long-lasting relationship. Couples share how 
they've made it through the ups and downs. Jamie Perez has more…  Regenold said, “Never speak too 
quickly. Because more damage can be done in three seconds than you can take away in a lifetime.”  
Rita’s advice is “Be kind and loving to each other always. See the good in that person.”  Allan’s advice is
“Never go to bed angry because life is too short and you never know if you’re going to wake up in the 
morning.”

3/7 QUESO FARMER      10 PM NEWS 30 MIN
Wisconsin cheese is loved all over the world, and now one global restaurant chain is highlighting the 
farmers behind its products. Gabriella Bachara visited a Barneveld dairy farmer who is working with 
Chipotle.  Bryanna Handel, owner of B. Kurt Dairy in Barneveld, Wis., which is a participant of Meister 
Cheese’s Cows First Program. The program has certain guidelines, including allowing cows access to 
pasture. “The cattle being out and grazing and getting exercise is always very important”.

3/29 WORT RADIO        AM NEWS 60 MIN
During the pandemic, only essential businesses are still supposed to still be sending employees to work. 
Madalyn O'Neill visited WORT's radio station, where employees say they're a 'lifeline for the community' 
during these times. Chali Pittman, Talk and News Director. Said “We do have a sense of consistency 
because programmers are still doing new shows. It might be a little different in terms of audio fidelity 
sometimes, but it’s the same voices you know, and it’s a sense of comfort.”



3. CONSUMER INFO
No matter what is going on in the world, our viewers feel the need to be informed on consumer issues.  
Our viewers in South Central WI want to know everything they can about products they want or need to 
buy.  We also bring viewers all the warnings and scams they have come to rely on us for.  We will not 
disappoint in this category. 

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
1/3 ROCK POT   10PM NEWS 30 MIN
We bring consumers info on how law enforcement agencies along the WI/IL state line are handling and 
enforcing the new marijuana laws in Illinois. We spoke with police about the challenges they face.  Rock 
County Sheriff Troy Knudson told Rock County Reporter Adam Duxter, “Drivers caught driving high face 
OWI charges, which could lead to a fine and create problems with insurance.”  A handful of deputies 
have been trained to spot the high driving tendencies.

1/27 THE COST OF KIDS SPORTS      10PM NEWS 30 MIN
Many parents are shocked to learn about some of the prices for youth sports these days, but experts say 
don’t let those first numbers you see deter you. Lane Manning’s son Miles is a goalie for one of Verona’s 
youth hockey teams. “My favorite part of the day is the 10 minutes I get to tie his skates up,” Manning 
said. We shared strategies with our consumers on how to save their hard earned money.

2/7 BUS SIGNALS      6PM NEWS 30 MIN
The City of Madison’s Traffic Engineering department installed a new set of bus signals at the East 
Washington Avenue and Fourth Street intersection. The lights, called queue jump signals, are the first of 
many steps to implement a more efficient way for buses to travel through Madison. “It saves us much 
more than seconds. I’ll tell you that right now,” said bus driver Lon Bjornstad. Mayor Rhodes-Conway 
said the signals are the first of its kind in Wisconsin.

2/28 OVERTURE FOR THE BLIND     AM NEWS  60 MIN
When theater lovers with limited or no vision come to a Broadway show at the Overture Center in 
Madison, they have a new way to enrich their experience. “Audio description” is a sign language for the 
visually impaired. Season ticket holder Jo Ann Gustavson explained her visual impairment: “So what you 
see at 400 feet I need to see at 20 feet, so you can see movement on the stage sometimes. If somebody 
is walking across the stage I can definitely see that, but if they’re just waving or something I might not to 
be able to. It enhances it immensely,” said Gustavson. 

3/9 LOGIC EVERYDAY COMMUNITY        6PM NEWS  30 MIN
An innovative new concept for working families is opening in Madison later this spring or early summer. 
Lodgic Everyday Community offers shared workspace, full service dining and flexible drop-in child care 
all under one roof. Stefanie Santos-McLeese, the national director of public relations. “We’re finding 
that everywhere we go, no one is doing this. Co-working spaces are popular and not that innovative but, 
the child care component is the game changer. 

3/21 HIGHLAND FARMS      WKND NEWS 30 MIN
Amid the coronavirus pandemic, many local farms are unable to sell their products to local restaurants 
and farmers' markets. Gabriella Bachara visited one Oregon farm doing drive-up service to sell its meats.  
Highland Spring Farm owner Kevin Oppermann says we feel for our restaurant partners, but at the same 
time, there is an opportunity here where we can all work together to make this survivable.”



4. EDUCATION
We started off the first quarter as usual, covering all the educational news we could find. Parents of 
school age children in our viewing area are highly invested in their children’s education.  The big news 
was appointing a new MMSD School Board President.  In a few short months, our reporting switched to 
school districts in Southern WI dealing with their schools closing and going to virtual learning. 

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
1/20 MLK CELEBRATION   AM NEWS 60 MIN
Martin Luther King Jr. Day is far more than just an excuse to get the day off from work or school. There 
are many ways for everyone to embrace the true meaning of the holiday in our community. Our Keely 
Arthur joined the crowd, live, in downtown Madison. Illinois University Professor Ollie Watts Davis was 
the keynote speaker celebrating Dr. King’s life and legacy at the State Capitol.

1/30 MUSIC ROOM    6PM NEWS 30 MIN
The green room at UW-Madison's Hamel Music Center is being named after a graduate who was killed 
in a car crash in 2008.  “The Daniel Gregg Myers Green Room plays a much more important role to 
musicians than most people would ever realize,” Emeritus Professor John Stevens said. “My family is so 
thankful that the school of music and university did this,” Daniel’s Father David Myers said. “It’s really 
special to us.”

2/4 SUICIDE PREVENTION    5PM NEWS 30 MIN
Gov. Evers signs bill to prevent suicide and promote mental health. It creates a school grant program to 
train students to recognize a mental health crisis a peer may be experiencing. By signing this bill, Evers 
says it will be easier for more teachers to enter the workforce. “I know it’s tough to be a student, Evers 
said, “It reinforces what I’ve always felt about our students in Wisconsin, they are thoughtful and 
prepared.”

2/18 MMSD GENDER LAWSUIT    10PM NEWS 30 MIN
A group of parents is suing the Madison school district because they allow students to change their 
name based on the gender they identify with, but don't notify parents. The suit says it violates parents' 
constitutional rights. LGBTQ advocates say the policy is meant to support students, even if they’re not 
ready to come out at home. Brian Juchems, co-director of GSAFE, a statewide organization helping 
schools support LGBTQ students said Madison has the best transgender policy in Wisconsin.

3/5 CORONAVIRUS GYM     AM NEWS 60 MIN
As health officials and political leaders are preparing for the potential spread of coronavirus, local fitness 
centers are taking precautions, too.  Barre 3's owner Missy Dunn tells us about a class that is about 
combining strength conditioning, cardio and mindfulness. With this flu season and fear of coronavirus 
spreading, she and other fitness center owners in the area are being extra mindful of stopping the 
spread of germs.

3/13 CAMPUS CLEAROUT    6PM NEWS 30 MIN
UW-Madison students are packing their belongings for spring break, but are unsure when they'll be 
allowed back on campus due to coronavirus. Some international students are allowed to stay. It's an 
emotional experience and there's uncertainty about how online classes will work. In addition to in-
person class cancellations, university officials are advising against all non-essential travel, including trips 
scheduled for spring break. Anyone who travels may be required to self-isolate for 14 days depending on 
the location.



5. HEALTH
This is the single largest and most important category we have right now.  Due to the life and death 
world health pandemic of Covid-19, the world as we know it has forever changed.  The world of 
reporting news has forever changed. We have not stopped, but instead have stepped up to continue
bringing awareness to our viewers with the very latest news and updates which impacts their daily lives.  
New, socially responsible ways of getting the news on is our priority. 

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
1/6 MPD MEDITATION    10PM NEWS 30 MIN
The Madison Police Department is offering its officers a new tool – one that has the potential to improve 
performance and reduce stress.  “You can’t alter the past, but you can affect the future,” Officer Matt 
Kenny said to a room full of police recruits with their eyes shut, focusing on their breath. It was the start 
of a day of training at Academy. New recruit Hunter Lisko told our Maddie O’Neil “It’s like pressing the 
reset button”, adding that it didn’t take long for him to feel the benefits.

1/14 RADON UPDATE    AM NEWS 60 MIN
A University of Wisconsin researcher wants to make sure every new building in the state is proofed for 
radon, and he’s going to legislators to make it happen.  Radon is a colorless odorless gas that comes 
from Uranium in the soil. It is the second leading cause of lung cancer in the U.S.  Sen. Lena Taylor, D-
Milwaukee, is co-sponsoring the legislation with Rep. Daniel Riemer, D-Milwaukee. “This is long 
overdue,” a spokesperson for Taylor said.

2/3 AMISH SEXUAL ASSUALT    6PM NEWS 30 MIN
Ex-Amish woman Torah Bontrager exposed repeated sexual assault happening in the Amish community. 
She explains how she survived after leaving at 11 years old, and how the problem is going unnoticed. 
Bontrager’s uncle, Enos Bontrager, was found guilty by no contest plea in Columbia County Court 
Monday morning on charges brought on by another one of Enos Bontrager’s victims.  Now Bontrager 
lives in Manhattan, New York. She started a non-profit to help Amish women.

2/12 FREE DENTIST    AM NEWS 60 MIN
Doctors Jason Jacoby and Joseph Ferraro and their dental team at Four Lakes Family Dental are offering 
free cleanings and fluoride treatments to children ages 17 and younger from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Friday. 
Patients will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. Jocaby says “It’s hard to eat, hard to learn 
and hard to be happy when your teeth hurt.”  

3/4 HOME-MADE HAND SANITIZER    WKND NEWS 30 MIN
A recent report shows that the demand for hand sanitizer has increased about 1,400% in recent weeks. 
Robert Kirchdoerfer, an assistant professor of biochemistry at the University of Wisconsin Madison said 
that the alcohol in hand sanitizer can deactivate the Coronavirus if you come into contact with it.  Our 
Jamie Perez showed people how to make their own.

3/12 FEAR OF CORONA VIRUS    6PM NEWS 30 MIN
As more and more people become concerned for their health during the coronavirus pandemic -- we're 
looking into the effect *fear* can have on us. Expert Dr. Tony Jahn says people are being told to stay 
calm when it’s all around them, things like seeing empty store shelves and the many events being 
canceled.  Things such as yoga and meditation may help get you through an otherwise unbearable kind 
of day.


