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1.  POLITICS
This year has been nothing short of spectacular as far as methods and strategies used to disprove the
validity of American Government and our election process. While most of the spotlight has been on
the national stage, there was plenty of local political news as well.  In this quarter, we deal with several
Wisconsin shootings as well as continuing protests.

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
10/3 OPPOSING RALLIES                 WKND NEWS 30 MIN
Two different groups protested on opposite sides of the Wisconsin State Capitol Saturday afternoon. 
One side, Dane County Candidates and Activists, said they're taking back the community. The other, 
Impact Demand, said they are the community. Gabriella Bachara spoke with speakers at both rallies.

10/27 ABSENTEE BALLOTS  6PM NEWS 30 MIN
Local clerks stress that if you haven't mailed your absentee ballot, with one week to go until Election 
Day, you should return it in-person to ensure it's counted on time. Last night, the U.S. Supreme Court 
overruled a lower court decision that extended the time the ballots could be counted. Now ballots must 
be in the clerks' hands by 8 p.m. on Election Day.

11/4 ELECTION RECOUNT   NOON NEWS 30 MIN
The race to 270 is still underway and all eyes are on Wisconsin. News outlets have not declared a winner 
in the Badger state. It's still too close to call. Right now Joe Biden has about 20-thousand more than 
President Donald Trump. That's about three tenths of a percent of the total votes cast. And this just in... 
President Trump says he will request a recount in Wisconsin.

11/17 VOS COVID  6PM NEWS 30 MIN
The Governor and Legislature are again on different pages when it comes to a response to COVID-19. 
The Governor released a bill to extend original coronavirus response legislation, while Speaker Vos 
presented a list of ideas. He claims he wants to work with the Governor on legislation, despite 
lawmakers taking no action on COVID-19 in 7 months.

12/5 CITY COUNCIL  5PM NEWS 30 MIN
Madison's city council could get more diverse next year -- and the Mayor and Council President welcome 
it. We hear from a young candidate who hopes to uplift the voices of young people of color, and why a 
current alder is stepping down to make room for that.  5 alders are not seeking re-election. “I think this 
is an opportunity for the council to really reflect the city,” Council President Sheri Carter told us.

12/20 ABRAHAMSON DEATH  WKND NEWS 30 MIN
The first woman to serve on Wisconsin's Supreme Court died this weekend at the age of 87. Reporter 
Adam Duxter explored Shirley Abrahamson's accomplishments from more than 40 years on the bench. 
U.S. Senator Tammy Baldwin also released a statement on Saturday afternoon saying Abrahamson was a 
“true public servant” who “broke barriers.” Gov. Evers called her a “meticulous jurist and a profound 
writer.”



2.  GOOD NEWS
This category of news is always the most appreciated.  When asked what our viewers want to see, good
News is always top of the list.  We go inside the stories and get a firsthand account of who was involved,
who it positively affected, and we make sure everyone knows how they can help with either that 
particular situation or we give them ideas to do good things in their own communities.  

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
10/4 HO CHUNK MURAL       WKND NEWS 30 MIN
Many art exhibits aren't open right now as a safety precaution during the coronavirus pandemic. But the 
Ho-Chunk Nation isn't letting that stop them from getting creative. The ceramic tile mural called “Earth, 
Water, Sky,” represents the Ho-Chunk Nation’s connection to what they call the Sacred Land, according 
to lead artist Melanie Tallmadge Sainz. “Our clan affiliation with the natural world is divided according to 
the Earth clan, sky clan and water clan,” Tallmadge Sainz said.

10/11 BISHOP INSTALLATION   5PM NEWS 30 MIN
Hundreds watched virtually Sunday as Joy Mortensen-Wiebe was installed as Bishop of the South-
Central Synod of Wisconsin at New Heights Lutheran Church. Mortensen-Wiebe was elected to a six-
year term as Bishop in August, edging out Rev. Stacie Fidlar by one vote in the Synod's first-ever virtual 
vote. Adam Duxter spoke with her on what leaders called a historic day. “I grew up in the Lutheran 
church and first felt a call to ministry in the seventh grade,” Mortensen-Wiebe said.

11/7 HUNTER SIGHT IN   WKND NEWS 30 MIN
Today marked the first day of the annual "Hunter Sight-In”.  Margarita Vinogradov saw how the Dane 
County Sherriff's Office organizes this tradition annually to provide a safe environment for local hunters 
to sight-in their shotguns, rifles and pistols. The range saw a boom in those coming to open shoot this 
summer. Sarah Eglin, one of the hunters in attendance today, said she always tries to sight-in early to 
beat the deer hunting crowd in the fall.

11/24 COOKING THANKSGIVING DAY MEALS  10PM NEWS 30 MIN
A Madison couple knows Thanksgiving won’t be the same spending it alone but they're cooking a meal 
for neighbors who agree to make a donation to a local homeless shelter, neighborhood association or 
food bank.  “We are happy that we’re together and that we can share a lot of things that a lot of people 
who are living by themselves can’t during COVID,” the couple said. “So this is a time when we feel we 
can give back to other people.”

12/5 REFUGEE BOARD GAME   WKND NEWS 30 MIN
For University of Wisconsin-Madison senior Joel Baraka, there was one question that always lingered in 
the back of his mind: What can I do today to improve the life of another child? Abby Schinderle spoke 
with him about how he is helping Ugandan refugees through a board game. “Peer-to-peer learning,” 
Baraka described it. “We want to have that interaction between students.”

12/13 VIRAL TIKTOK    6PM NEWS 30 MIN
A former UW-Madison student and Madison-based photographer is a growing sensation on TikTok for 
his creative videos. Margarita Vinogradov spoke with him about his passion and shared some of his 
videos. “It took me four years to get to 10,000 followers on Instagram…it took me two weeks to get to 
10,000 followers on Tik Tok,” said Li.



3. CONSUMER INFO
As Consumers, we are our own best watchdog.  With that in mind, our newsroom does everything we 
can to help our viewers navigate their own consumer decisions by giving them the inside track whenever 
we can.  We pass along valuable consumer information to keep our viewers safe from scams and 
criminal trends by supplying the best and latest information there is available.

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
10/14 TAVERN LEAGUE  6PM NEWS 30 MIN
Bar owners respond after a judge temporarily blocks Gov. Evers's 25 percent capacity limit in indoor 
spaces, to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Bar owners say they're happy it's blocked because they are 
struggling financially. Under the emergency order, businesses and public gatherings in enclosed spaces 
are limited to 25% occupancy. The lawsuit was filed Tuesday in Sawyer County and looks to immediately 
block the order.

10/18 LITTLE JOHN’S  WKND NEWS 30 MIN
The Chef that brought you Liliana's and Charlie's on Main will soon be opening a new restaurant, but it 
won't be like the others. Gabriella Bachara spoke with the Chef on why he's starting the restaurant. “My 
whole thing is if you need food, come get food from us.  Nothing like this in the U.S., as far as I know,” 
Chef Dave Heide said. Little John’s Restaurant will provide access to chef-quality meals at a price based 
on what the customer can afford.

11/1 RESTAURANT IGLOOS 10PM NEWS 30 MIN
A local restaurant is one of the latest patios to keep customers warm in igloos. Staff at ZuZu Cafe 
guessed back in July that winter would bring a new set of challenges. Gabriella Bachara spoke with  
Managing Partner Sabri Darsouni about how it works. “It’s extending the outdoor dining experience for 
people. This is the intent, really just to get people to come in and be able to sit outside without being 
too cold.”

11/28 SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY  WKND NEWS 30 MIN
Small Business Saturday has new meaning for many struggling local businesses during the pandemic. 
Gabriella Bachara spoke with one in Hilldale Mall and how they've been supported this year. When 
shoppers make a purchase at Glitter Workshop, it supports Richardson and the 50 artists who sell their 
pieces in the store. “When I hear stories that checks from here have paid their electric bill, it just makes 
everything worthwhile,” owner Naomi Richardson said.

12/19 HOTEL REVAMP   6PM NEWS 30 MIN
A new tax deal approved by the City of Janesville is kick starting a project nearly a decade in the making. 
Adam Duxter took us inside the Monterey Hotel ahead of a one-of-a-kind transformation. “It’s really 
kind of a gem to the community and cornerstone to the downtown area,” said Tim Maahs of the Rock 
County Historical Society. “When you lose these structures, they’re gone forever.”

12/29 SIDEWALK SNOW  5PM NEWS 30 MIN
As a winter storm moves through, City of Madison officials explain the deadline to shovel your driveway 
and sidewalk. The first citation for not clearing your pavement is $124, and the next citation is $187. 
According to the City of Madison’s Housing Inspection Supervisor Jose Maria Donoso, last year the city 
issued 649 citations for people failing to properly clear off snow from sidewalks.  “This year so far we 
wrote 137.” Residents who are on vacation are not exempt from clearing their sidewalks. 



4. EDUCATION
We are experiencing something we’ve never been through before.  Most of the country’s school aged 
children are being taught virtually.  Teachers, parents and students have all had to adapt to the changing
health policies which has them bouncing between in school learning and at home virtual learning. It’s a 
challenge we’ve tried to help our viewers through knowing just about everyone has been affected in 
some way.

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
10/5 ACHIEVEMENT GAP   AM NEWS 60 MIN
The virtual return to the classroom poses more than its fair share of problems but one of the biggest 
concerns is how it could widen the achievement gap between white students and their classmates of 
color. We dug into the specifics of the problem and how local community leaders and mom are stepping 
up to help. The Urban League’s Dr. Ruben Anthony said. “We have to make sure they have the resources 
at home and support at home so parents and families can meet these expectations.”

10/18 UW HOMECOMING WKND NEWS 30 MIN
The University of Wisconsin-Madison is kicking off virtual homecoming celebrations this week. As Abby 
Schinderle explains, this year's festivities look very different due to the pandemic. “What homecoming 
really is for Badgers is that sense of connection, community, shared experience, spirit and tradition,” 
Sarah Schutt, Executive Director of the Wisconsin Alumni Association, said. “We sought to create some 
of those opportunities virtually to create the same sense of pride and tradition.”

11/21 OPENING DEER HUNTING  10PM NEWS 30 MIN
As hunters in Southern Wisconsin head out for the opening weekend of gun hunting season, they'll 
notice changes linked to the COVID-19 pandemic. This year, self-serve kiosks stand in place of regular 
testing sites. Adam Duxter explains other concerns the DNR has this season. Bret Owsley of the 
Wisconsin DNR says while the process is different, CWD testing is still just as important. Without it, he 
says the DNR misses out on vital information.

11/25 KING VETERANS HOME  6PM NEWS 30 MIN
There's a woman in the heart of Wisconsin who wants you to understand tonight the hole Covid left in 
her heart. Her husband died at the King Veterans Home in Waupaca County -- a place where dozens of 
other people have died this year. Out in the community, where an airborne disease can so easily be 
caught by staff and brought inside, Faye Quinlan wishes people would care more and wear a mask.

12/5 REFUGEE BOARD GAME   6PM NEWS 30 MIN
For University of Wisconsin-Madison senior Joel Baraka, there was one question that always lingered in 
the back of his mind: What can I do today to improve the life of another child? Abby Schinderle spoke 
with him about how he is helping Ugandan refugees through a board game. “Peer-to-peer learning,” 
Baraka described it. “We want to have that interaction between students.”

12/12 VIRTUAL COMMENCEMENT  WKND NEWS 30 MIN
The next class of Badgers graduate virtually on Sunday at commencement. Margarita Vinogradov caught 
up with a few ahead of the big day on how they feel.  Yet the virtual format isn’t the only unique thing 
about this round of graduation. Sven Kleinhans will make history by being the first student athlete to be 
the commencement speaker. “People here have been telling me that I can be pretty proud,” said 
Kleinhans.



5. HEALTH
This category has been top of the news for most of the year now.  The country has been dealing with 
Covid-19 and the devastating effects it brings with it, including death, sickness, and even political 
discourse among fellow Americans.  Misinformation has been the rule of the current administration and 
dealing with Covid-19 has been treated in the same way.  It has presented challenges we have never 
experienced before.  Everyone in the world has been negatively affected.  We help where we can.

DATE    STORY_________________________________________________PROGRAM_________LENGTH
10/2 HOSPITAL PRESSER  6PM NEWS 30 MIN
As Coronavirus cases surge across the state, local hospitals want to make sure they don't reach capacity. 
Madison's 3 big health providers are coming together to urge the public to do their part in stopping the 
spread of coronavirus.  Damond Boatwright, regional president of SSM Health Wisconsin, said the 
hospitals are planning ahead to bring back retired doctors and nurses. “We are developing a plan that 
will utilize all of our beds no matter where they’re located in the state itself,” Boatwright said.

10/26 APPENDIX BURST  10PM NEWS 30 MIN
A woman ignored pain because she didn't want to waste doctors' time during the pandemic. When she 
couldn't take it anymore, she went to the ER and found out her appendix burst a week earlier. 26-year-
old Katherine Schoen didn’t want to make a big deal out of her abdomen pain. She had to stay in the 
hospital for six days. In a few weeks, she has to go back for surgery. Martin said if caught early, Schoen 
likely would’ve been in and out of the hospital in a day. 

11/8 INSIDE UW’S COVID UNIT  6PM NEWS 30 MIN
Frontline healthcare workers at UW Hospital in Madison are taking care of more Coronavirus patients 
than ever before. As Adam Duxter explained, now, they’re worried what could come over the course of 
the next few months. “I’ve never seen anything like it. These patients are very, very, very sick,” said 
Nurse Assistant Carey Elwood, who has worked in medicine for two decades.

11/22 UW HEALTH LETTER  WKND NEWS 30 MIN
In an open letter to Wisconsin, several thousand UW Health faculty and staff signed a statement urging 
Wisconsinites to "work with us to get through the pandemic." Adam Duxter spoke with a hospitalist on 
why their plea is so urgent. “Soon you or someone you love may need us, but we won’t be able to 
provide the lifesaving care you need, whether for COVID-19, cancer, heart disease or other urgent 
conditions,” the spread said. “As health care providers, we are terrified of that becoming reality.”

12/3 VACCINE DISTRIBUTION  6PM NEWS 30 MIN
Gov. Evers asks federal officials for financial assistance to be able to distribute the COVID-19 vaccine to 
healthcare workers. He says the state has an imminent need to be prioritized to receive vaccine 
shipments. Officials at SSM Health explain how they're preparing to get their employees vaccinated. 
“From testing to contact tracing to helping folks make ends meet, our federal CARES funding is critically 
important to our state’s response to this pandemic,” Evers said.

12/20 NURSE BASKETS  WKND NEWS 30 MIN
The season of giving makes everyone want to show someone how much we love and appreciate them. 
Gabriella Bachara spoke with one woman making hundreds of care baskets for ER nurses after her 
cousin who worked in an ER died of Covid.  One of many stories we cover regularly on the heroes on the 
front lines.


