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KFSN-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT  

2nd QUARTER 2012 
 
 
From April 1, 2012, through and including June 30, 2012, KFSN-TV, Licensed In Fresno, California; 
broadcasts in Digital/HD, presented 38.5 hours of regularly scheduled Local News Programs a week, and 
in addition, broadcasts a Weekly Half-Hour Public Affairs Program Entitled: Valley Focus. This program is 
hosted by Beth Marney, Our Public Affairs Director, and is a Local Talk/Interview Program dealing 
exclusively with Issues and Local Affairs. KFSN also produces a weekly half-hour program entitled: Latino 
Life, a Talk Interview Program that focuses on issues affecting the Latino community. It also highlights 
positive contributions Latinos are making in the valley.  KFSN-TV airs syndication programming that 
includes Children’s Core Programming as describe in the Children’s 398 Report which is filed separately 
in The Public Inspection File. The ABC Television Network supplies the station with News and Public 
Interest., as described in The Quarter Report entitled: ABC Television Network News and Public Affairs 
Programming, which is also filed separately in The Public Inspection File.  
 
On 30.2 ABC30’s sub-channel, KFSN began airing the Live Well Network on April 27th, 2009 and consists 
of programs entitled, Motion, Mirror, Mirror, Let’s Dish, Home with Lisa Quinn, Mexico: One Plate at a 
Time, Deals, and Mary Talks Money along with others. KFSN-TV’s D-2/Live Well Network HD Signal 
carries Public Service Announcements and Children’s Core Programming as described in the Children’s 
398 Report.  From February 25th 2011 to the present, KFSN-TV’s D3 Signal simulcasts the Live Well 
Network in SD. 
 
KFSN, Through Its Programming on 30.1/HD, Addressed The Following Issues Of Concern For 
Communities That Make Up the Six-County Area Served By ABC-30: 

 
1. LOCAL GOVERNMENT/ELECTIONS 
2. PUBLIC SAFETY/CRIME  
3. HEALTH CARE ISSUES FOR THE VALLEY 
 4.   EDUCATIONAL ISSUES 

        5.   ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES 
        6.   MINORITY/CULTURAL TOPICS FOR THE CENTRAL VALLEY 
  
      
   
Programs, Program Segments, And Local Newscasts Broadcast By KFSN That Provided Significant 
Treatment Of The Previously Described Issues Of Concern. Local News Programs Include: 
 
 

 
ACTION NEWS 

 
On April 23, 2007, ABC30/D1 began broadcasting our newscasts in High Definition. The following are 
KFSN Local Newscasts: 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE 
Monday through Friday, 4:30-7:00AM, 2 ½ Hours, Local 
 
This Morning News Program Provides Viewers with Late-Breaking Local, National, and International 
News, Sports, Weather, Medical, Financial, Ag Reports and Consumer Reports. 
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AM LIVE SATURDAY 
Saturdays, 6-7AM & 8-9AM, 2 Hours, Local 
This Morning News Program Provides Viewers with Late-Breaking Local, National, and International 
News, Sports, Weather, Consumer, Medical Reports Along With Entertainment News, Juanita 
Stevenson presents “Valley Works”, a segment on finding employment in the Central Valley. 
 
AM LIVE SUNDAY 
Sundays, 6-7AM & 8-9AM, 2 Hours, Local 
This Morning News Program Provides Viewers with Late-Breaking Local, National, and International 
News, Sports, Weather, Consumer and Medical Reports Along With Entertainment News. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY 
Monday through Friday, 11:00AM-11:30AM, 30 Min., Local 
 
Up-To-Date Local News Coverage Is Offered, As Well As National and International News. Also 
Included Are Medical, Consumer, And Financial Reports And “Connecting With Kids” Packages. 
 
ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FOUR 
Monday through Friday, 4:00-5:00PM, 1 Hour, Local 
 
This hour-long news programs brings up-to-date local news, weather and National News. Also includes 
consumer stories that will save time and money and “Simple Solutions,” tips for making everyday life a 
little easier. Other features include entertainment and beauty segments from our Live Well Network 
and profiling local athletes and teams for “Good Sports.”  
 
ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FIVE 
Monday through Friday, 5:00-5:30PM, 30 Min., Local 
 
This Half-Hour News Program Reviews The Day's News Events, Local, National, And International.  
Also Covered Are Sports And Weather.  Included Are Medical, Education, And Consumer Reports. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT SIX  
Monday through Sunday, 6:00-6:30PM, 30 Min., Local  
 
This Half-Hour News Program Reviews The Day's News Events, Local, National, And International.  
Also Covered Are Weather And Sports.  Friday's Newscast Features The Action News Person Of The 
Week. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT SIX-THIRTY 
Monday through Friday, 6:30PM, 30 Min., Local 
 
This Half-Hour News Program Reviews the Day’s News Events, Local, National, and International 
News. It Also Covers Weather.  On Mondays, Juanita Stevenson presents “Valley Works”, a segment on 
finding employment in the Central Valley. 
 
ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN 
Monday through Sunday, 11:00-11:35PM, 35 Min., Local 
 
This Half-Hour News Program Reviews The Day's News Events, Local, National, And International.  
Also Covered Are Sports And Weather; Consumer Reports Are Included. 
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ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN (REPEAT) 
Monday through Friday, 2:05-2:41AM., Local 
 
This Half-Hour News Programs Are A Repeat of the Earlier 11PM Newscast from That Day. It Includes 
Local, National and International News. 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
 

LATINO LIFE  
Sundays, 10:00-10:30AM. :30 Min, Local 

Half-Hour Weekly Local/Talk Interview Program That Focuses On Issues Affecting The Latino 
Community. It Also Highlights Positive Contributions Latinos Are Making In The Valley. 

VALLEY FOCUS (on Hiatus for 2nd Quarter 2012) 
Sundays,10:30-11:00AM, 30 Min., Local/Public Affairs 
 
Half-Hour Weekly Local Talk/Interview Program Dealing Exclusively With Issues and Local Affairs. 
 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR  :30 SECOND PSA (SEE ATTACHED) 
Tuesday – Fridays  
During Action News Am Live, Midday And Other Day Parts. 
 
Thirty-Second PSA Featuring An Action News Anchor Delivering Information About Upcoming Events In 
Our Community. 
 
 
 

CHILDREN FIRST 
 
 

Children First Is a Year-Long production.  This Year-Long Effort Focuses On The Challenges, Problems, 
And Opportunities Facing Children Living In Central California.  The Program Concentrates On How 
The Average Person Can Make A Difference In A Child's Life And Highlight Local News Organizations 
That Work With Children And Youth.  Children First Includes Local News Produced Half-Hour 
Programs :30 Vignettes, Public Service Announcements, and Special Stories on Action News. 
 
CHILDREN FIRST: TOUGH TALKS 
Sunday, April 15, 2012 @ 6:30PM, :30 Minutes, Local 
Sunday, April 22, 2012 @ 10:30AM, :30 Minutes, Local 
Sunday, June 17, 2012 @ 10:00AM, :30 Minutes, Local 
ABC30 is empowering parents and lining up local child and communication experts to help with some 
tough conversations!  ABC30, Children’s Hospital Central California, the Fresno County Office of 
Education and the Educational Employees Credit Union are proud to announce “Tough Talks,” the 
latest Children First special.  Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 15 at 6:30 p.m., and get ready to 
tackle some difficult chats with your kids. 

Action News Anchors Graciela Moreno and Warren Armstrong take an in-depth look at discussions 
that often make parents uncomfortable. Discover the best way to talk to your child about sensitive 
topics like divorce, financial troubles and peer pressure. Recent cases of teachers accused of molesting 
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children have parents concerned about safety. We found child advocates who explain how to talk to 
your kids about good touch versus bad touch. See how technology is changing the way we 
communicate with children and learn about the Central Valley programs available to help families 
navigate through these tough talks. 

Children First is a yearlong effort focusing on the challenges, problems and opportunities facing our 
youth in Central California.  The program focuses on how the average person can make a difference in 
a child’s life and highlights local organizations that work with kids.  The Children First campaign 
includes half-hour programs like “Tough Talks,” 30-second vignettes, public service announcements 
and special stories on Action News.  You can see past episodes of Children First on abc30.com, as well 
as links to helpful resources. 

ABC30 is actively soliciting stories about successful community efforts that benefit children.  Submit a 
Children First story idea to Beth Marney Beth.Marney@abc.com or Aurora Diaz Aurora.Diaz@abc.com.  
ABC30 thanks our partners below for helping put Children First in the Central Valley. 

 
 

CHILDREN FIRST VIGNETTES/PSAs AIRED 2nd Quarter 2012 

 
Educational Employees Credit Union, Fresno County Office of Education and Children’s Hospital 
Central California Partner to Air These Children First PSAs and Vignettes In Rotation: 
  

CHILDREN FIRST PARTNERS: DAYCARE  :30 SEC (APRX. 87) 
This spot encourages viewers what to look for in a daycare for their children. 
 
CHILDREN FIRST PARTNERS: DIVORCE: 30 SEC (APRX. 71) 
This spot encourages viewers to talk with their children about topics that may be difficult. 
 
CHILDREN FIRST PARTNERS: MONEY : 30 SEC. (APRX. 168 ) 
This spot encourages parents to talk about money with their children. 
 
CHILDREN FIRST: AMAZING KIDS VIGNETTE :30 SEC.,  (APRX 38) 
This spot talks about the amazing things kids from around the valley have done. 
 
CHILDREN FIRST: PRAISING YOUR CHILD  :30 SEC., (APRX. 52) 
This spot encourages parents to remember to praise their children. 
 
CHILDREN FIRST: CAR SEAT  :30 SEC., (APRX. 169) 
This spot talks about the importance of having your child ride in a proper car seat. 
 
CHILDREN FIRST: HONORED SCHOLARS: :30 SEC., (APRX. 157) 
ABC30 invited schools from all over the Central Valley to showcase their Valedictorians. 
 
CHILDREN FIRST: PARTNERS: 10PM ID (AIRES DAILY 10:00PM) 
Voiceover that airs weekly before 10PM that says: “It’s just about 10 o'clock.  Do you know 
where your children are?” 
 
 

http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/feature?section=resources/lifestyle_community/community&id=8040980
mailto:Beth.Marney@abc.com
mailto:Aurora.Diaz@abc.com
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From April 1, through June 30, 2012; KFSN -TV aired  Aprx. (1050) Public Service 
Announcements (PSAs) Along with Community Involvement Project Spots that include, but are 
not limited to: 
 

 
 Fresno County Public Library: The Big Read 
 Feed The Hungry Food Drive 
 Community Calendar Events 
 City of Fresno Mayor Initiative: Learn To Earn Campaign 
 Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
 Terry’s House Fundraiser: Fresno Community Hospitals Home   
  Exceptional Parents Unlimited: Fiesta de los Niños 
 Central California Women’s Conference 
 Clovis Rodeo Association 
 Heroes at Work 

 
 
 

LOCAL POLITICAL ISSUES 2ND QUARTER 2012 
 

 
 
VOTE 2012, JUNE 5, CALIFORNIA PRIMARY ELECTION COVERAGE: 
Live Cut-Ins throughout the night at aprx. 7:59PM, 8:43PM, 9:44PM and 10:29PM. 

ACTION NEWS 11PM PRIMARY ELECTION, 6/05/2012, 2;00 MIN., LOCAL 
Both candidates in the District 4 race are expecting this to be a long night. Paul Caprioglio and Susan 
Good are optimistic and say they campaigned right up until the end.  Susan Good says she had 50 
volunteers helping her today spin signs on street corners and make phone calls. Paul Caprioglio says 
he spent a lot of time connecting with voters on foot and telling them about the experience he has at 
City Hall.  Caprioglio filled in for Larry Westerlund for nearly a year when he was deployed for military 
duty. Both candidates said no matter the outcome, they are proud of a great campaign. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, PRIMARY ELECTION 6/05/2012, 1:15 MIN.,LOCAL 
Workers are still counting ballots and expect to do so throughout the evening. The most talked-about 
local race here in Kings County is for district two supervisors.  Five people are running for the seat, 
including incumbent Richard Valle who voted in his hometown at Corcoran city hall this afternoon.  
Valle has probably faced the most controversy during this election.  He was facing rape charges by two 
different women, but those charges were just recently dropped. He said tonight he feels positive about 
the numbers that are coming in so far and hopes that the votes coming in continue to keep him as a 
frontrunner. Valle's biggest challenger is Ron Haggard.  The former Corcoran city councilman and 
recent interim city manager in Hanford have been in public service for more 26 years.  He is coming in 
right behind Valle with just under 24 percent of the vote.  Both candidates talked about a possible 
runoff between the two if neither one gets past the 50-percent mark. Richard Valle and Ron Haggard 
are also running against Donald Chavez, Sid Craighead and Brandon la Mattino.  If Valle and Haggard 
continue to be the top two, they will be eager to get the votes of the other candidates so they can 
ultimately win the final race in November. 
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AM LIVE SATURDAY & SUNDAY , May 19 & May 20, 6-8AM, Local 
Live Coverage and Cut-ins of the Bike and Foot Race: The California Classic 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 4/03/2012, 2:11 MIN., LOCAL 
Orange Cove police say the sexual abuse complaints seemed far-fetched from the beginning. But as 
they investigated police realized the allegations were an attempt to smear the names of two city 
council members who are both at the center of a recall effort. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM 4/04/2012, :51 SEC., LOCAL 
A group of community members gathered outside of Fresno City Hall, sharing their ideas for the city's 
future. Several community groups joined together to outline a 'values platform' - they want 
incorporated in the city's next general plan.  That includes safety, access to healthy foods, and 
affordable housing. Tomorrow, the city council will choose one of five preferred alternative plans. 
They support "plan a" which would focus efforts on existing neighborhoods and major corridors 
including public transit. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/05/2012, 1:10 MIN., LOCAL 
The Fresno city council is scheduled to vote on an alternative for the cities 20-35 general plan and 
outlining areas of future development.  A group of community members gathered in downtown Fresno 
wanting the city to focus on the city's core to build a healthier community. The groups joined together 
to outline a 'values platform' they want incorporated in the city's next general plan. This includes 
safety, access to healthy foods, and affordable housing. The city council will choose one of five 
preferred alternative plans. They support "plan a" which would focus efforts on existing 
neighborhoods and major corridors including public transit 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/5/2012, :48 SEC. LOCAL 
The Fresno City Council voted six to one in favor of creating a special taxing district to pay for 
maintenance fees at a proposed park. The park would be built on an eight-acre site on Gettysburg west 
of Polk in northwest Fresno. The park would be accessible for everyone; however, it would also 
include special features for people with disabilities and other needs. The city has no money to 
maintain the new park so city officials are hoping property owners near the park will agree to tax 
themselves.  The cost is estimated at $255 thousand dollars a year. That means existing homeowners 
would pay about 48 dollars a year, while new homeowners would pay about 96 dollars a year. A yes 
vote from at least two-thirds of the ballots cast is required for the tax to take effect. A final vote is 
expected in two weeks. 
 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 4/24/2012, 2:38 MIN., LOCAL 
Come June, the County Elections Office is just one place voters will go to cast their ballots in this 
assembly race. The choice is between four republicans and one democrat and tonight, those four 
republicans found a lot a common ground, even as they tried to set themselves apart. The four 
candidates, all Republicans; are pro-life, and against high speed rail.  While addressing members of the 
Central Valley Strategic Forum they answered questions of about faith, family, and eminent domain. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/5/2012,  2:10 MIN, LOCAL 
This means the city can now get to work. City manager Mark Scott says city workers’ salaries and 
benefits make up 81 percent of the budget and concessions will have to be made in order to prevent 
making cuts to core services.  In a surprise turn of events, the Fresno Police Officer's Association 
announced at a news conference Thursday afternoon and it's willing to enter talks with the city in an 
attempt to solve Fresno’s growing financial crisis.  
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ACTION NEWS  AM LIVE, 4/6/2012, :59 SEC., LOCAL 
The Fresno City Council is delaying a decision on the future of California’s fifth largest city. Last night 
hundreds of people packed city hall to voice their opinion about what's next for the city of Fresno. That 
meeting lasted more than six hours. But in the end the council decided to postpone a vote on the city's 
20-35 general plans this is Fresno’s legal blueprint for how it wants to grow.  The council debated, 
discussed and reviewed four different plans. Each alternative has a different mission for growth and 
expansion for the city and some people in Fresno are interested in a 5th plan. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/18/2012, 1:05 MIN, LOCAL 
Massage parlors in Visalia may soon face some new regulations.  Last night, the city council voted to 
move forward with a proposed ordinance which would make it mandatory for massage businesses to 
become state-certified.  The ordinance stems from complaints regarding illegal activity inside massage 
parlors.  Last month, officers arrested two women at the evergreen massage parlor, after police say the 
women offered sex to undercover officers. There are 104 massage-related businesses within Visalia’s 
city limits of those, 71 opened within the past five years. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/19/2012, :50 SEC., LOCAL 
The fight to change the way Fresno grows Fresno City Council is expected to vote today on a new 
general plan. Supporters of a plan to stop urban sprawl and force the city to grow inward held a rally 
at city hall yesterday. They want the city council to approve a new general plan that focuses on 
building new homes in the urban core. The city planning commission already supports the proposal, 
but many local developers are against it. 
 
ACTION NEWS  5PM, 4/19/2012, 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 
Central Unified School District was applauded by the state this week for uniquely stepping up to serve 
its students during summer break. The district received a grant from the David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation to fund a summer enrichment program.  The goal to combat summer learning loss - which 
studies show contributes to increased drop-out rates, obesity and am achievement gap between low 
and middle-income students. The summer program is held at Central East High school for five weeks. 
Nearly 400 middle school students attend six hours a day and participate in a range of activities - 
including group projects, field trips and exercise.  
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 4/25/2012, 2:15 MIN., LOCAL 
Leaders have put together a task force in charge of finding an agency to provide animal care services, 
as well as a new location.  One possible location includes the old coroner’s facility. The city and county 
of Fresno have 6 months before their contract with SPCA expires and officials are scrambling to find a 
solution by then. Officials have finalized a taskforce in charge of figuring out who will provide animal 
control services in the area. The new taskforce is great news for the hope animal foundation which 
works with shelters and rescue groups to help spay and neuter their adoptable pets.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/1/2012, :43 SEC.,LOCAL 
A board that is supposed to decide how to spend your tax dollars continues to meet under confusing 
circumstances. The oversight board met at Fresno City Hall last night.  They are supposed to decide 
how to divide up more than 150 million dollars from the shutdown of the city of Fresno’s 
redevelopment agency.  The state says the oversight board should be made up of 7 members. But eight 
members are serving on this board because of a dispute between the city and the county. The city is 
suing to get County Supervisor Debbie Poochigian removed from the board.  The city claims her vote 
gives the county too much influence over the money. But until a judge decides the issue later this 
month, the board will continue meeting with 8 members.  Their next meeting is scheduled for 
tomorrow.  
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ACTION NEWS AM 6PM, 5/01/2012,39 SEC., LOCAL 
A rally is underway in downtown right now as thousands of protesters in other parts of the country 
are using the marches to demand an end to income inequality, housing foreclosures, and other issues.  
The Fresno march will go from Courthouse Park at Tulare and Van Ness past City Hall and then back to 
Courthouse Park.  The May Day rally underway in Oakland right now has caused headaches for police. 
Earlier today, officers fired tear gas to disperse marchers there and demonstrators smashed windows 
in Seattle. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/01/2012, :21 SEC., LOCAL 
A political march is underway in downtown Fresno right now.  Dozens of people have hit the streets to 
join Fresno’s May Day March.  In recent years, activists all across the U.S. have used May Day to hold 
rallies in support of immigrant rights.  The Fresno march will go from Courthouse Park at Tulare and 
Van Ness past City Hall and then back to Courthouse Park. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM 5/3/2012, 1:03, MIN.,LOCAL 
Two months after the SPCA severed its contract with the city and county, the Fresno County Grand 
Jury released its report saying the agency should have been more transparent. Jurors say audit 
information was not made available, and board meetings were not open to the public. City council 
president Clint Olivier says those members of the public who wanted transparency should feel 
"vindicated" by the report even though the SPCA's contract will end in September.  The SPCA, on the 
other hand, says all necessary documents were made available and the agency should never have been 
under investigation in the first place. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/04/2012, :58 SEC., LOCAL 
The City of Fresno has rejected money from the high speed rail authority. That cash would have 
compensated the city for the cost of planning the route through Fresno. But “no” votes from council 
members Clint Olivier and Andreas Borgeas kept the council from accepting the money. The council is 
expected to try again next week. That decision comes just hours after the authority approved a 65-mile 
section running between Fresno and Merced. The alignment roughly follows the existing union pacific 
freight rail-line. With yesterday's approval Fresno county supervisor Henry Perea believes property 
owners who are fighting the line can be appeased. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/04/2012, :55 SEC.,LOCAL 
Fresno city and county leaders hosted a public forum today inviting local animal rescue and no kill 
groups to participate in the first of many meetings to figure out life after the Central Valley SPCA. The 
old agreement between the groups ends in October. Local leaders will meet with the public once a 
week to figure out a plan that best covers services the CCSPA currently provides. Council president 
Clint Olivier says there are two challenges facing them; time and money 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 5/08/2012, :42 SEC.,LOCAL 
Legislation to allow Fresno county criminal suspects to be put in the Madera county jail still needs 
some work. Fresno Police Chief Jerry Dyer told the board of supervisors overcrowding in the Fresno 
county jail leaves him with no place to put car thieves and other criminals. But Sheriff Margaret Mims 
told the board a bill in the legislature to allow such a transfer would end up costing Fresno County 
more money. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/08/2012, 1:48 SEC.,LOCAL 
More than fifteen million pounds of salami a year is produced at the Busseto foods plant in southwest 
Fresno.  But energy used to run the machines is eating up much of the operational costs. That high 
power cost has President Mike Grazier thinking about moving his plant out of Fresno and out of state 
to save money, and he's not the only one. On Tuesday the Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin joined 
other city mayors from the valley to express their support for an incentive program to keep businesses 
put. 
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ACTION NEWS 5PM, 5/17/2012, :55 SEC.,LOCAL 
The Fresno city council agreed today to accept money from the high speed rail authority. Council 
members approved taking nearly three hundred thousand dollars to help the city cover its 
administrative costs involved in planning the route through the city.  In addition, council member 
Larry Westerlund is proposing the city create a program to help businesses deal with the impact of the 
project.  
 
AM LIVE SATURDAY, 6-8AM,SPECIAL COVERAGE  5/192/2012, 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
Roads in downtown Fresno are already blocked off for tomorrow's half marathon. Tomorrow’s events 
will be much larger than today’s, with three thousand participants. About two hours ago, the California 
Criterion wrapped up its last of seven races. The last race of the night was dozens of cyclists racing in 
the pro category at the California Classic Criterium.  Nearly two hundred cyclists spent the day circling 
several downtown Fresno streets, starting at City Hall. The novice Criterium races last 40 minutes 
going up to 80 minutes for the pros.   
 
AM LIVE SUNDAY, 6-8AM, SPECIAL COVERAGE 5/20/2012, 2012, MIN., LOCAL 
A look at the full course for today's race. Runners started just outside Chukchansi park, make their way 
out of the downtown area and into the tower district at about the three mile mark. From there they 
will move west and between the 6 and 7 mile mark they'll arrive at the Chaffee Zoo. That’s also where 
relay runners will hand off to their partners.  From there the race heads back into the downtown, past 
city hall a second time, and comes to an end inside Chukchansi Park. 
 
AM LIVE SATURDAY 8AM: 5/26/2012, 2:22 MIN., LOCAL 
Tony Vang has served on the board since 2002.  This paperwork provided to us by the Fresno County 
Clerk's Office shows that over the past 10 years, Vang has registered under various addresses 
including one outside his district. The home in question is located on Goshen Avenue in northeast 
Fresno but is part of the Clovis Unified School District. Tony Vang represents the McLane High School 
area of the Fresno Unified School District. According to these documents provided to Action News by 
the Fresno county clerk's office, Vang changed his voter registration to the Goshen address in Clovis 
Unified in 2007.  During the February 2008 presidential primary election he was still registered there, 
but cast a provisional ballot at a polling place in the Fresno Unified District. For the June 2008 primary 
he sent in a vote by mail ballot using the Goshen address, and was still registered there during the 
November 2008 general election. By phone Vang defended himself, saying the information is wrong 
and misleading. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM 5/29/2012, 2:10 MIN.,LOCAL 
She's been on the job for only 130 days.  Fresno County’s new clerk says the first thing she did was 
review the election budget and put the money towards the polls.  Fresno County’s voter turnout was a 
little more than 30 percent. Brandi Orth says her office is working to make sure that this time around 
everyone knows where to go and what to do. Polling information will be on the back of every sample 
ballot. There will be 262 polls and 1200 precinct officers on Election Day.  All those people are training, 
picking up and delivering supplies. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/30/2012, :42 SEC., LOCAL 
Californians will head to the polls in one week to vote in the state's primary election and Fresno 
County is spending millions hoping to bring more people to the ballot boxes.  New clerk Brandi Orth 
has only been on the job 130 days but says her office is doubling the amount of polling places.  There 
will also be 12-hundred precinct officers on Election Day and plenty of resources for voters should 
they need more information about where to go or what to do. 
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ACTION NEWS 4PM, 5/30/2012, 1:47 MIN., LOCAL 
As many people know it takes cash to run a campaign. And now that it's all but official that Mitt 
Romney will take on President Barack Obama, he'll need to start raising lots of money and it'll start 
right here in the valley.  A small but financially dedicated group of people are expected to attend what 
should be a record breaking campaign fundraising event locally.  Romney will have lunch at the 
Sanger-area home of well-known valley rancher John Harris. The two-hour lunch with Romney costs 
about 25,000 dollars. That means he could leave the valley today with more than one million dollars. 
The last big money making visit was by George W. Bush in October of 2003. He raised about 750 
thousand dollars at a dinner at downtown Fresno’s Convention Center. Last year Romney visited the 
valley twice. In September, a Fresno couple held a fundraising breakfast where he raised 140 thousand 
dollars. Guests paid 500 dollars a person. Less than a month later, he returned to Clovis, for a 
fundraising dinner.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/30/2012,:33 SEC., LOCAL 
In Education Watch this Midday, the Fresno Teachers Association will have some new officers this 
year.  Mai Summer Vue won a runoff election against Eva Ruiz to become the union's new president. 
Vue is a fourth-grade teacher at John Muir Elementary School.  Jim Haynes won a runoff election 
against Sergio Perez to become director-at-large. Greg Gadams is the FTA’s only returning officer. The 
association has 32-hundred members including teachers, speech therapists, librarians and nurses. Vue 
has said she is looking forward to a year of change and working with the new school board. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/29/2012, :43 SEC., LOCAL 
The mayor of Fresno is counting on city workers to balance the budget. Mayor Ashley Swearengin 
announced a plan to reduce the city's sixteen- million dollar budget deficit for the coming year.  She 
wants twelve million to come from employee groups, primarily the Fresno police officers association.  
She says talks are underway. The city has been seeking about five million dollars in cuts in pay and 
benefits from police officers. Their union president, Jacky Parks, told Action News that "informal" talks 
with the city have occurred. The mayor and city council will be working out the final budget plan over 
the next month. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 5/30/2012, :19 SEC., LOCAL 
The California Primary is next Tuesday but there are several voters who have already cast their ballots 
here in the valley and the way the candidates are being chosen is changing. Action News Reporter 
Tommy Tran explained why the two people with the most votes will make it to November’s general 
election regardless of political party. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/30/2012, :28 SEC. , LOCAL 
If you can't make it to the polls on Election Day, Fresno County is offering Saturday voting this 
weekend. The Elections Department will be open this Saturday, June 2, from 9AM to 3PM. Voters 
registered in Fresno County may cast their ballots at the elections department on Kern, near 'l' street 
in downtown Fresno. For more on Tuesday’s election including information about each of the 
candidates in your district just go to our website - ABC 30.com and click on See it on TV. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/30/2012, :49 SEC.,LOCAL 
Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin says the city is teetering between a big breakthrough and a financial 
collapse.  In her "State of the City" address this afternoon, the mayor wouldn't give a direct answer 
about what kind of shape the city is in going forward. Swearengin says there are positive signs in the 
middle of the financial struggles. She needs the police union to give up several million dollars in salary 
and benefits to balance the budget.  But she also credited the police department for reducing violent 
crime and auto theft. She also said there's hope on the job front. 
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ACTION NEWS 11PM 6/4/2012, 2012, :42 SEC., LOCAL 
Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin mixed business with pleasure tonight at a fundraiser-birthday 
celebration. The mayor turned 40 years old last week. She celebrated with about 300 people at the 
Vineyard Farmers Market in north Fresno. Tickets for the event cost 40 dollars.  The money will be 
used to pay for Swearingen’s re-election campaign.  In her "State of the City" address yesterday, the 
mayor said there are positive signs in the middle of the financial struggles.  But, that she needs the 
police union to give up several million dollars in salary and benefits to balance the budget. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/4/2012, 1:07 MIN., LOCAL 
The Fresno County Elections office is ready for tomorrow's State Primary.  California voters will have a 
longer ballot this year with a new primary system in place. All 24 US Senator Candidates will be on 
your ballot tomorrow. Fresno County Elections office says voters should only vote for one candidate. 
The two candidates who get the most votes will advance to the general election, regardless of their 
party. Thousands of people across Fresno County have already voted by mail and the elections office 
says it is very important for voters to get their ballots in on time. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/15/2012, 1:06 MIN., LOCAL 
The president of the Fresno Unified Board Of Education announced today that he is stepping down.  Dr. 
Tony Vang says he plans to stay on the board as an active member.  Vang was accused by the Fresno 
Teachers Association of living outside of the school district and was asked to step down last week.  He 
refused.  An election will be held to fill the position at the next board meeting this coming Wednesday.   
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 6/19/2012, :25 SEC., LOCAL 
Votes continue to be counted from the election earlier this month and the cigarette tax.  Proposition 29 
continues to gain more yes votes.  At this moment the proposition is losing by just about eighteen-
thousand votes, but that's a much smaller gap than the 63 thousand votes it was losing by on election 
night.  There are still about 370 thousand ballots that remained uncounted, meaning that Proposition 
29 still has a chance to pass. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 6/20/2012, 1:38 MIN., LOCAL 
At the start of the final school board meeting of the year, President Tony Vang is expected to tell the 
board he will step down as board president but will continue to serve as a trustee.  Following that 
announcement an election will be held to choose a new president.  Only active board members can be 
nominated and the new president will immediately preside over the meeting.  The election follows one 
of the most heated school board meetings in recent history.  Last week trustees Larry Moore and 
Michelle Asadoorian walked out at the start of the meeting after being silenced by Vang.  They accuse 
him of living and voting within the Clovis Unified School District while continuing to serve Fresno 
Unified. This goes against both California Education Code and Fresno Unified policy. Last month, the 
Fresno county elections office released Van’s voting history.  It showed he registered to vote outside 
the district from 2007 - 2010. A spokesperson for Vang says this was an error by the president and 
that he rents and lives at a home within Fresno Unified.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/21/2012, 2:09 MIN.,LOCAL 
Dr. Tony Vang was noticeably absent from Fresno Unified’s final school board meeting of the year 
Wednesday night as trustees voted to fill his vacant seat.  Trustee Valerie Davis will now take over the 
position as president.  Because she had served as clerk up until this point she took nominations for her 
replacement, and Cal Johnson was ultimately selected for the job.  That means Vang will now be a 
trustee. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/13/2012, :51 SEC.,LOCAL 
The Fresno Police Department budget came under review before the city council today.  Council 
members were told the proposed one hundred and 50 million dollar police budget is down by more 
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than one million from last year.  Fresno Police Chief Jerry Dyer told the council the department can get 
by with a little less but warned council members the realignment of the state prison system has put 
more than one thousand convicted criminals back on the streets of Fresno.  Dyer said the police 
department budget could face further staff cuts if the city fails to win concessions from the union 
representing police officers.  The mayor is looking for those concessions to help relieve the city’s 16 
million dollar budget shortage. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/15/2012, 1:00 MIN., LOCAL 
The City of Madera may lay off twenty-two employees to help close a more than one million dollar 
budget deficit.  The council is holding a budget workshop at city hall tonight.  Officials say they've 
managed to avoid lay-offs over the past few years, but a lack of state funding and the fragile world 
economy have left them with no other options.  The proposed cuts affect several departments that are 
expected to make service slower at city hall.  Multiple positions at the parks and community services 
department are also on the chopping block.  No police officer or firefighter jobs are at risk, but some 
police support staff positions are.  The chief says officers will do their best to fill the gaps, but residents 
may notice slower response times on certain calls.  The council is expected to vote on the budget July 5. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 6/18/2012, :46 SEC. ,LOCAL 
A citizens group is calling on the Fresno city council to restore the independent police auditor.  
Members of the Central California Criminal Justice Committee want the council to approve funding the 
office for the next fiscal year.  They believe an auditor who takes citizen complaints is something the 
public wants.  The police auditor position was cut out of the city budget last year.  Mayor Ashley 
Swearengin has included nearly two hundred thousand dollars for the two person office in this year’s 
budget.  It will be up to the city council to decide. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 6/20/2012, :30 SEC., LOCAL 
Despite all the talk of cutbacks at Fresno City Hall, one pricey position remains a priority for the mayor 
and several local groups:  an independent police auditor.   Following last night’s police shooting, 
members of the Central California Criminal Justice Commission urged the city council today to keep the 
mayor's funding for the auditor in the budget.  Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin has budgeted nearly 
200 thousand dollars to restore the two person office, which would provide some oversight to 
incidents of violence involving police.  The Fresno Police Officers Association opposes the office, as do 
some members of the city council. 
 
PSA      Length       Aprx. Airings 

Mayor Initiative:  Learn To Earn           :15   90 

 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY/CRIME 2ND QUARTER 2012 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 4/24/2012, :35 SEC.,LOCAL 
This week marks National Crime Victims’ Rights week.  To honor the event families gathered in the 
north valley today.  Family members honored the lives of their loved ones who died a violent death.  
They came together at Courthouse Park in Merced.  Today's event was organized by the Merced 
County District Attorney's Victim Witness Assistance Program. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 4/25/2012, :26 SEC.,LOCAL 
Los Banos police are investigating the city's first murder of the year. The crime happened at a home on 
I Street near 4th yesterday morning.  A woman flagged down authorities after finding an injured man 
lying on the front porch.  Paramedics arrived moments later, but the man died at the scene.  He's been 
identified as 82-year-old Raymond Manzendo. 



 13 

 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 4/27/2012, 1:56 MIN.,LOCAL 
Charles Hudiburgh was booked on one count of murder this afternoon.  He’s the one who called police 
and admitted to killing his father during an argument. Crime scene detectives spent several hours 
inside this central Fresno home Friday as they collected evidence neighbors looked on in disbelief. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM 4/27/2012, :55 SEC., LOCAL 
A Bill pushing for safer table saws is being proposed in Sacramento. A demonstration at the Capitol 
today used a hot dog as an example of how a human finger would be protected with the new 
technology. A computer chip stops the blade the instant it touches skin. The bill would require all table 
saws sold in California to carry the technology by 2015 but that would mean more expensive tools 
according to the Consumer Product Safety Commission.  There are more than 67,000 blade contact 
injuries every year in the U.S .and about ten-percent of those are in California. The author of the bill 
argues the law will save money in the form of lower insurance rates, medical costs, workers 
compensation and unemployment benefits. 
 
AM LIVE SATURDAY, 8AM, 4/28/2012, 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 
Chris Mikovits was a cigarette smoker for 25 years, but two years ago he was finally able to stop 
smoking - tobacco cigarettes, that is. Now he uses what he calls a personal vaporizer otherwise known 
as an electronic or e-cigarette.  Made to look and feel like traditional cigarettes, e-cigarettes are 
battery-operated electronic devices that deliver vaporized nicotine without the tar, smoke, and 
tobacco found in regular cigarettes.  Consumer Reports' Jamie Kopf took a look at the studies and says 
some suggest they might be a last resort for smokers who've tried quitting again and again and failed.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM,  4/28/2012, :49 SEC., LOCAL 
ACTION NEWS 11PM 4/28/2012, :49 SEC., LOCAL 
Fresno County’s health department went out into the community today checking car seats in order to 
keep kids safe. Today’s car seat checkup was held in northwest Fresno where people brought their car 
seats and children to make sure their seats were being used correctly. The organizers say past events 
like this one have found that up to 90 percent of car seats were being used improperly. 
 
AM LIVE SUNDAY, 6AM, 4/29/2012, :20 SEC., LOCAL 
Firefighters pulled a woman from the water near Franklin and Broadway yesterday.  Firefighters say 
she was clinging to a branch in the middle of the canal.  Crews were able to throw a rope to her and 
pull her to safety. 
 
AM LIVE, SUNDAY, 6AM, 4/29/2012, :43 SEC.,LOCAL 
Fresno County’s Health Department is working to keep kids safe in the valley. Yesterday, officials went 
out into the community in northeast Fresno checking car seats to make sure they're being used 
correctly.  The organizers say past events like this one have found that up to 90 percent of car seats 
were being used improperly.  The event was free for parents. But the consequences for failing to 
comply with the state's child safety laws can be expensive. The first offense can cost you 475 dollars 
per child.   
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/30/2012, ;27 SEC.,LOCAL 
Target is recalling 264 thousand kids' drinking cups due to danger of possible eye injuries. The recall 
involves two styles of Target's home bunny sippy cups. The little bunny ear can poke kids while they're 
drinking from the cups.  The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission says Target has received six 
reports of cuts and bruises.  Target sold these cups in their stores nationwide from February through 
April of this year.  If you bought one of these cups, take it back to the store for a refund. 
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ACTION NEWS 5PM, 4/30/2012, :24 SEC., LOCAL 
Construction along another south valley road is hoping to provide many safety improvements for 
young students.  New sidewalks, gutters and curbs are being installed along Chinowth between Tulare 
Avenue and Myrtle Street in Visalia. The roadway leads up to Veva Blunt Elementary School.  The city 
of Visalia is making the improvements as part of a "Safe Routes to School" grant.  The work is expected 
to be complete by the end of next week. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/27/2012, 1:48 MIN., LOCAL 
Investigators say the two men posing as cops claim to be searching the neighborhood for a dangerous 
suspect.  I talked to one victim who does not want to be identified she says when she walked into her 
home Thursday the two men were already inside.  She thought the men were there to protect her.  The 
victim says she had just walked into her home in this Fresno county neighborhood when two armed 
men dressed as cops shouted at her to get out of her home.  The victim declined an interview but told 
me the fake officers sounded very 'professional' and 'intense' as they claimed to be searching her home 
for a wanted parolee.         
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 5/28/2012, 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/29/2012, 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
The Fresno County Sheriff's Boating Unit spent the entire weekend patrolling the county's busiest 
waterways.  While there were thousands of people out, deputies did not respond to any drowning-
unlike past holiday weekends.  And of course watch how much you drink. The Fresno County sheriff's 
office has six teams in its boating unit.  Expect them to be out all summer long. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/29/2012, :26 SEC., LOCAL 
Pesticide contamination has no effect on the safety of fresh fruits.  A new US Department of Agriculture 
report found pesticide residues are not a safety issue.  The U.S.D.A says it tested 14,000 samples of 
fresh produce and other foods before reaching that conclusion. The U.S.D.A. says foods generally tested 
way below the tolerance levels set by the environmental protection agency. The U.S.D.A. recommends 
eating more fruits and vegetables and washing them before you do so.  
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 5/30/2012, :39 SEC., LOCAL 
A close call today in one northeast Fresno neighborhood when a little boy fell into a pool.  The accident 
happened this morning at a daycare near Woodrow and East Turnberry.  According to police the pool 
gate was left open and that's when the child walked through and fell into the water.  One of the 
caretakers called 911.   Family members said by the time emergency crews got on scene, the boy had 
been pulled to safety. The boy was taken to Children's Hospital Central California. He was last listed in 
good condition. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/30/2012, 2:05 MIN., LOCAL 
A complicated trail led investigators from a robbery at this Clovis home to Arizona, with crimes at four 
other homes in between. A group of armed men broke into the first home in February 2010, gathered 
all the victims into one room, and ransacked the house, specifically looking for jewelry and cash.  Later 
that same day, a group of armed men broke into an Atwater home and pulled an almost identical heist. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/30/2012, :49 SEC., LOCAL 
Fresno Mayor Ashley Swearengin says the city is teetering between a big breakthrough and a financial 
collapse.  In her "State Of The City" address this afternoon, the mayor wouldn't give a direct answer 
about what kind of shape the city is in going forward.  Swearengin says there are positive signs in the 
middle of the financial struggles.  She needs the police union to give up several million dollars in salary 
and benefits to balance the budget.  But she also credited the police department for reducing violent 
crime and auto theft. She also said there's hope on the job front. 
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ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/31/2012, :44 SEC.,LOCAL 
Police in the north valley are looking for two men who broke into a Merced home and held two elderly 
women at knifepoint.  The crime happened early this morning on the corner of west 18th and G Street.  
Two women, 64 years old and 79 years old, say they were sleeping when they heard someone break in 
through the bathroom window.  The crooks were wearing dark clothes and gloves and demanded 
money and jewelry. The women weren't physically harmed, but say the scare has forced them to move. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 6/18/2012, :27 SEC. LOCAL 
Local lakes were full of people trying to beat the heat and they weren't the only ones out on the water.  
Law enforcement was patrolling yesterday working to keep people safe.  More than a thousand people 
spent the day on the water at Millerton.  Four officers were on duty and they made several arrests and 
checked boaters to make sure they were sober, had the proper number of life jackets, fire 
extinguishers and up to date registration.  
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 6/19/2012, :31 SEC., LOCAL 
The investigation into fires that can start in the doors of several Toyota vehicles is expanding this 
morning. The government is adding 600,000 Toyota Camrys and other vehicles to the investigation.  
The probe now includes more than 1.4 million cars and SUVs.  The National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration says the probe now includes certain Camrys from the 2008 and 2009 model years.  The 
safety agency says power window switches in the driver's side doors can overheat and catch fire.  So 
far the problem has caused 161 fires and nine injuries.  
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 6/20/2012, 1:25 MIN., LOCAL 
We have heard people in the area are taking precautions and we know of one daycare center where 
the children were not allowed to play outside today.  Coming up at 6, the safety violations this 
company has faced in the past. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/20/2012, 1:00 MIN., LOCAL 
A representative from California’s Occupational Safety and Health Administration says according to Cal 
OSHA says the company has received numerous citations.  In 2010, for example, there were a total of 
10 serious ones, including an incident dating back to 2009, where an employee had his thumb 
amputated in a machine. Other violations include the employer failing to develop hazardous energy 
control procedures or provide proper training. The company was fined more than 200,000 dollars, but 
settled for half that.  We’ve also learned the company currently has an open case based on an employee 
complaint. But, at this point, Cal OSHA is not involved with the fire investigation and that will be up to 
fire officials out here on the scene.  
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 6/21/2012, :38 SEC, LOCAL 
Even though Fresno county firefighters know the cause of Wednesday’s massive industrial blaze, they 
say they still have a lot of work to do.  The fire broke out yesterday morning at the So-Ex textile 
recycling plant near Orange and Church.  Investigators say an employee was cutting metal when a 
spark ignited the grass.  Within seconds two acres of fabric bales went up in a thick cloud of black 
smoke.  Now firefighters will examine the property and review the resources used to put out the 
flames.  Fire crews have responded to five incidents at the So-Ex facility in the last few years.  And Cal-
OSHA has also cited and fined the plant for a number of safety violations. 
 
ACTION NEWS SPECIAL EDITON 6/21/2012, 8:30PM, :58 SEC.,LOCAL 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/22/2012, :58 SEC,. LOCAL 
One of the men responsible for the notorious Chowchilla bus kidnapping more than three decades ago 
is out of prison.  Richard Schoenfeld was released to his family last night at an undisclosed location in 
northern California.  He served more than 35 years in prison for kidnapping 26 children and burying 
them underground in a truck.  Family members say Schoenfeld has several job offers.  But, for now he 
plans to just get settled in to his new life.  One of the victims told Action News he has forgiven 
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Schoenfeld and would like to eventually see him again.  Two others, including Richard’s brother, James, 
and their friend, Fred woods, remain in prison.  Family members aren't revealing where Richard 
Schoenfeld is living for his safety.  But he will be tracked 24 hours a day through a GPS monitor. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 6/26/2012, :25 SEC., LOCAL 
The government wants more people on food stamps.  More than one in seven Americans are already 
on the safety net program but the federal government wants even more to sign up. The U.S. 
Department of Agriculture has been running radio ads for the past four months encouraging those 
eligible to enroll. The campaign targets the elderly, the working poor, and unemployed. California is 
one of six states running the public service announcements. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/20/2012, :50 SEC., LOCAL 
 A state lawmaker may have found a way to give young people a voice at the State Capitol. A resolution 
was introduced today that will create a Student and Youth Bill Of Rights.  The bill is designed to give 
young people face to face opportunities to talk to state lawmakers about things that affect them, like 
crime, dropping out of high school and going to college. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/22/2012, :35 SEC, LOCAL 
A robbery suspect is in jail this morning, after he led police on a chase down Highway 99 in Merced. 
Officers were looking for 38-year-old Adrian Hicks in the area of west 16th Street and "V" streets. They 
spotted him driving a white Lexus, but say he sped away when they tried to pull him over.  The pursuit 
came to an end when police spiked the tires on his vehicle, but the suspect took off running.  Police 
later found him hiding in apartment on Meadows Avenue near Olive.  Hicks were originally wanted for 
a robbery that happened earlier this month at a local motel.  He now faces charges for that crime and 
for evading police. 
 
 

HEALTH CARE ISSUES IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY 
 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/4/2012, :34 SEC., LOCAL 
Valley kids and parents can get free health care today. Anthem blue cross is partnering with the West 
Fresno Boys and Girls Club to host a free community block party and health fair.  The insurance 
provider sponsored this health fair clinic two years ago.  This year more than 40 local organizations 
will be on hand to give families free health demonstrations and screenings.  Local experts will also hold 
yoga and martial arts workshops. More than one thousand people attended last year's health fair. 
Today’s health fair and block party will be held at the west Fresno Boys and Girls Club from 2 to 6 p-m.  
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 4/4/2012, 1:47 MIN., LOCAL 
For many people, a trip to the doctor's office often means having to go through a multitude of tests and 
procedures.  But according to a new report, nine medical societies representing more than 300,000 
physicians found some of the most common ones aren't needed. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/5/2012, 1:36 MIN.,L OCAL 
Before heading to the pharmacy, more and more people are heading online to snag a coupon. Many 
big-name drugs are offering coupons and other discounts. "Save up to 15 dollars on each prescription 
for the antidepressant Pristiq." "30-day free trial for the statin, Crestor." Almost 19 million people who 
regularly take medication used a drug coupon last year, according to a Consumer Reports survey. But 
that's not necessarily a good deal. 
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ACTION NEWS 5PM, 4/5/2012, :30 SEC., LOCAL 
A New York Times study finds patients are going to the doctor less and cutting back on prescription 
drugs. The study also shows more and more Americans are struggling to pay for health care.  Last year 
the number of prescriptions issued to patients declined by more than one-percent compared with 
2010 figures.  Americans 65 and older used fewer medications while younger Americans used more 
prescriptions. Researchers say it's due to the new health care law, allowing adult children under 26 to 
be covered by their parents' health care plan.  
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM 4/5/2012, :52 SEC., LOCAL 
Action News was in Merced today for the grand opening of a new health and wellness center for 
seniors. The Golden Valley Health Centers facility is located on Childs avenue near P street. Hundreds 
of people gathered for the ceremony this afternoon. The new building offers a variety of health 
services, including eye care, counseling, and a pharmacy. A nearly ten million dollar federal grant made 
it possible. Today’s event also included a free community health fair.  Golden Valley's CEO says the goal 
is to help seniors have a better quality of life. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/5/2012, 2:10 MIN., LOCAL 
City manager Mark Scott says city workers’ salaries and benefits make up 81 percent of the budget and 
concessions will have to be made in order to prevent making cuts to core services.  In a surprise turn of 
events - the Fresno Police Officer's Association announced at a news conference Thursday afternoon 
it's willing to enter talks with the city in an attempt to solve Fresno’s growing financial crisis.  
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 4/6/2012, 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
Assemblywoman Kristin Olsen proposed legislation that would ban student-teacher relationships 
regardless of age and strip school employees of their pensions and retiree health care if convicted. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/10/2012, :27 SEC., LOCAL 
Economic concerns are surfacing over President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul.  A study 
released later today shows the president's health care overhaul will add at least 340 billion dollars to 
the federal deficit. A leading conservative economist conducted the study.  Experts say the study could 
reignite a debate about the law's impact on the government's debt.  Government officials previously 
projected the health care law would reduce the federal deficit. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/10/2012, 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
In the nail salon industry, more and more customers and workers are demanding that products be free 
of what's called the toxic-trio: toluene, formaldehyde and dibutyl phthalate, known as DBP.   But in a 
random sampling, the California Department of Toxic Substances Control found 10 of 12 products that 
claimed to be free of at least one of those chemicals actually were not.  The state says there are about 
48,000 nails salons in California and more than 100,000 licensed nail technicians, most of whom are 
young Asian-American women working in tight quarters, many poorly ventilated. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 4/17/2012, 1:21 MIN., LOCAL 
Glucose kits to manage diabetes at home are useful.  So are blood pressure monitors and doctors 
encouraging people with hypertension or borderline hypertension to use them.  But Consumer 
Reports says other tests could lead you astray - like this kit to let women know menopause is 
underway.  Dr. Marvin Lipman of Consumer Reports says, “Women in their late 40s and 50s might 
interpret those results to mean they no longer need birth control, and that could result in an unwanted 
pregnancy."  Other home tests have questionable value, including ones that screen for high cholesterol 
levels. 
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AM LIVE SUNDAY, 8AM, 4/22/2012,:54 SEC., LOCAL 
Seniors and people with disabilities rallied in downtown Fresno this week to save funding that keeps 
them in their homes.  Many who attended the rally rely on in-home supportive services which allow 
them to live independently rather than in a nursing home.  The governor's latest budget proposal 
includes multi-million dollar cuts to the program.  But this group is hoping to gain support for a senate 
bill that would strengthen the home health care system.  One attendee said without the funding, he'd 
be forced into an institution.  
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 4/26/2012, 3:29 MIN., LOCAL 
Fresno wife and mother of three Candice Martirosian wants to share a secret with other women that 
she hopes they'll soon feel more comfortable talking about in the open.  She's a certified placenta 
encapsulation specialist and says she felt compelled to help other women.  Within hours after a birth, 
Candice prepares the placenta and puts it in pill form.  The placenta is the organ that attaches to the 
lining of the womb during pregnancy to nourish the fetus.  The process has gained renewed attention 
after celebrities like actress January Jones revealed she took placenta pills which she says boosted her 
energy and enabled her to recover from childbirth in just a few weeks. 
  
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/27/2012, :33 SEC., LOCAL 
In consumer watch this morning, you may be getting a check from your insurance company this 
summer.  Millions of people could get a $127 check in the mail by August 1st from their insurance 
company.   It’s part of the health care reform law which says insurance companies have to spend up to 
85 percent of premium payments on actual patient care or on things like discounted gym 
memberships.  If they spend more on things like marketing or administrative costs, then they have to 
refund the customer.  If your employer pays for all or part of your insurance premium, you may not get 
a refund. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 5/29/2012, 1:09 MIN., LOCAL 
State lawmakers are preparing to launch an investigation into allegations of price gouging by vendors 
with the women, infants and children welfare program.  WIC is a state public health department 
administered program.  An investigation in Santa Barbara County revealed some stores are doubling 
prices on cereal, milk and baby formulas.  In some cases, a 4 dollar box of cereal sold for 9 dollars, and 
baby formula sold for more than double the usual 9 dollar cost.  WIC was established in 1969 to 
provide low-income pregnant woman, mothers and children nutritional food. 
  
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 5/29/2012, 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
City employees will be asked to accept 12 million dollars in pay and benefit cuts, and police officers 
may be asked to shoulder half of that.  The mayor says the city continues to face difficult choices.  The 
number one target is the police department, which accounts for most of the general fund budget.  The 
mayor is expected to ask the Fresno Police Officers Association for at least five million in concessions.  
City manager Mark Scott says talks are underway with the FPOA and all employee bargaining units.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/30/2012, :25 SEC.,LOCAL 
In this morning's Health Watch:  the Food and Drug Administration has a warning for people who buy 
Adderall online it could be fake.  Several companies make Adderall and right now there is a shortage 
because of the lack of active ingredients and growing demand.  The FDA says fake tablets are being 
sold with the wrong ingredients.  The fake pills have ingredients for acute pain and not the medicine 
necessary to treat ADHD and narcolepsy.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/31/2012, :47 SEC.,LOCAL 
Taco Bell has found Fresno to be an ideal test market, so now the fast food restaurant chain is 
promoting a new breakfast drink here.  "Mountain Dew AM" is being sold at 24 Fresno locations.  The 
drink is a combination of Mountain Dew and orange juice; lots of sugar and caffeine.  While some think 
it will be hit, dietitians worry about the high sugar content. 



 19 

 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 5/30/2012, 41 SEC. LOCAL 
Last week,, we told you that hospitals across the nation are struggling with critical shortages of 
important drugs used to fight cancer.  Now the House of Representatives has passed a bill that could 
help prevent that problem.  The bipartisan Food and Drug Administration bill will require drug makers 
to give the FDA early warnings of potential supply problems, and expedite a backlog of generic drugs 
awaiting FDA approval.  Experts say the shortages are the result of too much regulation and not 
enough manufacturers.  The bill is similar to legislation passed by the Senate last week.  When the bill 
makes it to President Obama’s desk, he is expected to sign it into law.   
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/31/2012, :23 SEC., LOCAL 
The fight over what defines sugar is taking another bitter turn.  The Food and Drug Administration has 
rejected a request to change the name of "high fructose corn syrup" to "corn sugar.  Industry leaders 
spent millions arguing the corn syrup product was identical to sugar.  But, the FDA said a name change 
would confuse the public and pose a health risk to those who suffer from fructose intolerance. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/31/2012, :17 SEC., LOCAL 
Today is "World No Tobacco Day”.  The World Health Organization designates May 31st every year to 
call attention to the health problems linked to tobacco and cigarette use.  The WHO says tobacco use is 
one of the leading preventable causes of death.  Six million people worldwide die each year from 
tobacco use.  
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 5/31/2012, ;34 SEC.,LOCAL 
In consumer watch this midday, more companies are cutting back on their employee's benefits. 
According to a new survey by the National Endowment for Financial Education, 40 percent of workers 
report their employer-sponsored benefits have been reduced or cut completely over the past five 
years. Nearly three-quarters of respondents said their health benefits took the biggest hit as 
companies look to cut costs by increasing deductibles and co-pays.  On average this year, a family of 
four will pay over three thousand dollars in out-of-pocket health-related expenses.  That's up 5.8 
percent from last year. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 5/31/2012, :37 SEC., LOCAL 
Teenagers who take the acne medication commonly known as Accutane may face twice the risk of eye 
infections, including pink eye and stys.  Researchers in Israel collected data on nearly 15,000 teens and 
young adults taking Accutane to treat acne.  Scientists compared their rates of eye infections to a group 
that had acne but was not taking the drug and to a third group that didn't take the drug and didn't have 
acne.  Within a year of starting the medication, nearly 14 percent of those in the acne medication group 
developed an eye infection or dry eyes, compared with almost 10 percent in the group that had acne 
but did not take the medication. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/4/2012, :33 SEC.,LOCAL 
In this morning's health watch:  The US Department of Agriculture is expanding the search for 
dangerous bacteria in meat.  Starting today, the U.S.D.A.’s Food And Safety Inspection Services will 
begin testing ground beef for six additional strains of e-coli.  Meat will not be allowed to be sold and 
could be subject to a recall if it is contaminated.  More than 700 different strains of the bacteria e-coli 
exist.  Most of these types are harmless.  But some can cause serious problems by attacking the 
intestinal tract.  The president's food safety working group developed the testing. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/11/2012, :32 SEC., LOCAL 
In-home care providers lined the Capitol hallways today for a chance to plead their case in front of the 
governor.  They’re asking Governor Jerry Brown and the legislature to reject 225 million dollars in cuts 
to in-home health care providers.  Governor Brown claims the cuts are necessary because of the state's 
16 billion dollar budget deficit, but protesters say shutting down facilities would end up costing the 
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state five times more in health care expenses.  The cuts would affect as many as 400,000 providers in 
the state. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/20/2012, :38 SEC.,LOCAL 
The majority of Americans want President Obama and Congress to come up with a new health care bill, 
if the Supreme Court finds the president's current law unconstitutional.  That’s according to a new poll 
by the Associated Press.  It found more than three-quarters of Americans want political leaders to 
continue efforts to have a health care system in place, in the event the court throws out what's become 
known as "Obamacare”.  The Supreme Court is expected to take action as early as this week.  The law 
extends health care insurance to more than 30 million Americans who don't have coverage. However, 
those who oppose the law say it's unconstitutional to force people to buy insurance. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/21/2012,25 SEC., LOCAL 
A Supreme Court ruling on President Obama’s health care law may be announced as soon as today.  
The Supreme Court could issue one or more rulings this morning, including whether Mr. Obama’s 
health care law is constitutional.  The justices may also hand down their decision on the controversial 
Arizona immigration law.  If no rulings are issued today, the justices will issue them next Thursday.  
That's when the Supreme Court ends their term.  
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 6/21/2012, :33 SEC., LOCAL 
You may be one of millions of Americans who'll be getting money back from your insurance company.  
Health insurers will dole out a total of one billion dollars in rebates an average of $151 per family as a 
result of the 2010 health care reform law.  The rebates come from a provision of the affordable care act 
that punishes insurers who spend too much of policyholders' premiums for boosting company profits 
instead of paying for their medical care.  However, it's unclear if insurers will have to issue rebates at 
all if the Supreme Court strikes down the law. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 6/22/2012, :26 SEC., LOCAL 
A Kings County Health Center will receive nearly one million dollars from the Department of Health 
and Human Services to help improve care in rural areas.  The Avenal Community Health Center is 
located in the Kings county community of Avenal.  Congressman Jim Costa's office says the center will 
receive 920,000 dollars, which will help families struggling to pay for the high cost of health care.  The 
funds will also allow the center to improve facilities. 
 
AM LIVE SATURDAY 8AM, 6/23/2012, :47 SEC, LOCAL 
A state budget-cutting effort could impact health care for children.  The state is merging the "Healthy 
Families" insurance program into the medical system.  The change in children's health care would save 
the state about thirteen million dollars a year.  But there is concern.  The nearly one million children 
now in healthy families will lose access to some specialists who don't take medical patients.  Stephen 
Schilling is the director of Clinical Sierra Vista, a primary care center.  He says it will be a few days until 
the state figures out how medical and healthy families are merged.  The two systems are supposed to 
be blended together by the end of next year. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 6/25/2012, :26 SEC., LOCAL 
A group supporting the health care plan made a stop in Fresno today.  The three-week long Campaign 
for a Healthy California bus tour is pushing for every Californian to have health care.  For each stop the 
tour offers free health screenings followed by town hall meetings.  Campaign for a Healthy California is 
backing Senate bill 810, which calls for universal healthcare for all Californians.  The measure is co-
authored by Democrats in both the senate and assembly. 
 
PSA      LENGTH  APRX. AIRINGS 
Exceptional Parents Unlimited          :30    138 
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Fresno Medical Center: Terry’s House Benefit   :30    200  

Spokes and Rods  
 
Community Calendar              :30   199 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATIONAL ISSUES 2ND QUARTER 2012 
 

 
CHILDREN FIRST:  TOUGH TALKS 
Sunday, April 15, 2012 @ 6:30PM, :30 Minutes, Local 
Sunday, April 22, 2012 @ 10:30AM, :30 Minutes, Local 
Sunday, June 17, 2012 @ 10:00AM, :30 Minutes, Local 
ABC30 is empowering parents and lining up local child and communication experts to help with some 
tough conversations!  ABC30, Children’s Hospital Central California, the Fresno County Office of 
Education and the Educational Employees Credit Union are proud to announce “Tough Talks,” the 
latest Children First special.  Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 15 at 6:30 p.m., and get ready to 
tackle some difficult chats with your kids. 

Action News Anchors Graciela Moreno and Warren Armstrong take an in-depth look at discussions 
that often make parents uncomfortable. Discover the best way to talk to your child about sensitive 
topics like divorce, financial troubles and peer pressure. Recent cases of teachers accused of molesting 
children have parents concerned about safety. We found child advocates who explain how to talk to 
your kids about good touch versus bad touch. See how technology is changing the way we 
communicate with children and learn about the Central Valley programs available to help families 
navigate through these tough talks. 

Children First is a yearlong effort focusing on the challenges, problems and opportunities facing our 
youth in Central California.  The program focuses on how the average person can make a difference in 
a child’s life and highlights local organizations that work with kids.  The Children First campaign 
includes half-hour programs like “Tough Talks,” 30-second vignettes, public service announcements 
and special stories on Action News.  You can see past episodes of Children First on abc30.com, as well 
as links to helpful resources. 

ABC30 is actively soliciting stories about successful community efforts that benefit children.  Submit a 
Children First story idea to Beth Marney Beth.Marney@abc.com or Aurora Diaz Aurora.Diaz@abc.com.  
ABC30 thanks our partners below for helping put Children First in the Central Valley. 

 
ACTION NEWS  5PM, 4/19/2012, 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 
Central Unified School District was applauded by the state this week for uniquely stepping up to serve 
its students during summer break.  The district received a grant from the David and Lucile Packard 
Foundation to fund a summer enrichment program.  The goal - to combat summer learning loss - 
which studies show contributes to increased drop-out rates, obesity and am achievement gap between 
low and middle-income students.  The summer program is held at Central East High School for five 
weeks.  Nearly 400 middle school students attend six hours a day and participate in a range of 
activities, including group projects, field trips and exercise.  
 
 
 

http://abclocal.go.com/kfsn/feature?section=resources/lifestyle_community/community&id=8040980
mailto:Beth.Marney@abc.com
mailto:Aurora.Diaz@abc.com
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ACTION NEWS 5PM, 4/20/2012, :30 SEC., LOCAL 
Fresno Unified has a case going on around a teacher accused of sex with a student.  Right now, it's in 
the press about Washington Unified.  Clovis had theirs earlier this year.  There's a Bakersfield case 
going on, and the one in Modesto.  This is a statewide issue and topic.  The other bill from Senate 
Republican Leader Bob Huff did not get enough votes to advance.  It would have stripped abusive 
teachers of their pensions and health benefits and required them to be removed from the classroom if 
they are under investigation by law enforcement.  Hanson also supported that bill and is disappointed 
to see it didn't get through.  
 
AM LIVE SUNDAY 6AM, 4/22/2012, :24 SEC., LOCAL 
"Trashique" featured clothes made out of trash and recycled materials. Dozens of artists designed the 
wild outfits for the models that walked the runway.  Tickets for the event were around one hundred 
dollars each.  The proceeds benefit the Fresno Art Museum's education and exhibition programs. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/23/2012, :25 SEC,. LOCAL 
In this morning's ag report, we might soon see cars roaming the streets with agriculture-themed 
license plates.  The state department has given a green light to a special group behind the project.  The 
state department says enough people have submitted pledges to get the making of the plates 
underway. Sales from "Ag Plates" will help fund agricultural education and leadership programs.  It 
took a decade for the process to be approved. 
  
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/23/2012, 3:26 MIN., LOCAL 
Preparing career-ready graduates is more than just a slogan for the state's fourth largest school 
district.  It is a comprehensive approach designed to prepare students to fill jobs in growing industry 
sectors in the valley and it begins in elementary school district officials say they are preparing students 
to enter the work world when they graduate.  But the goal is to get them into some kind of training, 
certificated or apprentice program because all agree:  Students need more than a high school 
education to be competitive in today’s workforce. 
  
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 4/23/2012, 1:43 MIN., LOCAL 
From trucks to tractors to games and giveaways, agriculture schools and businesses are pulling out all 
the stops to attract students to their booths.  We've had this bell for the last five years and this is the 
first time it's made an appearance here.  Don Borgeas says it's an attention grabber to get students 
talking about an education at Modesto Junior College and anything from animal science to plant 
science to crops to ag business.  Students also took part in Wii dancing, or participated in a bean bag 
competition and tried their hand at operating a tractor through an interactive video game.  Anything to 
get them interested in a career in Ag.   "It’s just really great to come to a place where everyone has the 
same interests as you.  This is what we're interested in, this is what we spend our free time doing and 
this is where we come from.” 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/23/2012, :26 SEC., LOCAL 
Fresno State is celebrating diversity this week and kicked it off with a presentation on living with 
autism.  The theme is everyone has a story and every story counts.  Students and members of the 
community listened to speaker Stephen Hinkle this morning.  He spoke about growing up with autism 
and the challenges he faced.  Diversity awareness continues all week.  For more information, we 
posted a link on our website. 
  
ACTION NEWS, 5PM, 4/24/2012, :29 SEC., LOCAL 
There's not much valley teachers won't do to motivate their students to achieve academic success.  
Some have shaved their heads, jumped in swimming pools and donned costumes as rewards.  But one 
campus in particular is going all out this spring to get kids ready for STAR testing, California’s 
mandatory standardized testing and reporting, which starts in the second grade.  Action News 
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education reporter Linda Mumma took us inside Thomas Elementary School in Fresno to show us 
what the campus is doing to get ready.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM 4/24/2012, :51 SEC., LOCAL 
War veterans continue to get the attention of state lawmakers.  A bill to help ease the cost of college 
education was introduced.  The plan would allow veterans and their spouses to pay lower tuition rates 
at California colleges and universities.  Military men and women stationed in California often don't 
have residency status, so they end up paying higher out of state fees.  The bill is tailored to men and 
women currently serving and those who've been honorably discharged with at least 36 months of 
service. This is the latest in a package of eleven bills designed to help ease the transition for war 
veterans when they come home. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/25/2012, :25 SEC., LOCAL 
College students may soon have to pay more interest on their loans.  Student loan interest rates could 
double to almost 7 percent on July 1st if Congress doesn't do something about it.  The rate hike has 
become a heated topic in Washington.  Senate leaders are in the process of taking up a bill within a few 
days to extend the lower interest rates.  Both President Obama and Republican Presidential Candidate 
Mitt Romney support keeping lower interest rates. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/25/2012, 1:49 MIN., LOCAL 
There are taped up windows fenced off property and vacant homes slated for demolition. The 
Elementary school campus and surrounding neighborhood that currently sits near the intersection of 
Martin Luther King Junior Blvd and East Burns Avenue  will soon get a new look  and a new name.  The 
board will make a decision tonight on what name they will select for the new southwest middle school 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM,L 4/25/2012, 1:20 MIN., LOCAL 
Tonight more than three dozen students and teachers from McLane high school voiced their concerns 
to the school board.  Wearing red t-shirts, with the school's name, the group approached the podium 
one by one.  Many are worried about the future of the high school's staff.  Next year, the district plans 
to move somewhere between 14 and 18 fulltime teachers from McLane to other campuses because of 
declining enrollment.  
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 4/26/2012, :24 SEC., LOCAL 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/26/2012, :24 SEC,. LOCAL 
An Education Fair will be held in Fresno today.  The Learn-2-Earn program caters to adults who are 
unemployed or lack basic education and job training.  Today’s education fair will feature nearly 20 
different educational institutions and workshops designed to help those wishing to get their GED, get 
training or get into a college or university.  The event takes place from 4 to 7 today at Lowell 
Elementary School on Poplar Avenue.  
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 4/26/2012, 1:40 MIN.,LOCAL 
Students at George Washington Elementary School in Madera now have more access to drinking water 
thanks to new portable water stations that can easily be moved from the cafeteria to the outdoor 
playgrounds.  The portable water stations are part of an ongoing community-wide effort to encourage 
families to practice healthy eating and drinking habits and to stay active.  This after health officials 
found - in Madera County - nearly 40% of children ages two to eleven drink one or more sugary 
beverages a day.  And 62 % of all teenagers are either overweight or obese.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/26/2012, :47 SEC., LOCAL 
A local group aimed at early education launched a promotional event in the tower district today. The 
Fresno children's movement is part of a national effort showcasing the need for strong educational 
skills among three to four year olds.  They say the more educated these kids are the less taxpayer 
money and resources will be needed when they grow up. 
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ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/27/2012, :31 SEC., LOCAL 
President Obama will sign an executive order to help students add up how much college really costs. 
The signing is part of the president's visit to talk to troops in Georgia.  The executive order focuses on 
mandating several new education protections for military service members.  The president hopes to 
stop colleges and technical schools from misrepresenting themselves to military students just to get 
federal money.  President Obama also wants to trademark the term "GI Bill" to stop fraudulent 
marketing and recruiting practices aimed at military families. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM 4/27/2012, :54 SEC., LOCAL 
Students hoping to use CAL grant funding for an online education may soon be able to do so.  Governor 
Brown and the California Student Aid Commission are trying to decide if online degree programs 
should be eligible for the one-point-five billion dollars in student aid each year.  The schools, which are 
privately run, are mostly based out of state and that worries the student aid commission: 
 
AM LIVE SATURDAY 8AM,  4/28/2012, 3:00 MIN., LOCAL 
You might not think bending a piece of metal would excite a ten year old.  This field trip to the 
electrical training center in southeast Fresno has these fourth grade students from Norseman 
elementary totally engaged.   It’s part of Fresno Unified’s effort to expose youngsters to a variety of 
career options early on.  What the district is doing with fourth graders is part of a new district wide 
career readiness program that starts in the third grade.  Through a variety of speakers and field trips 
students learn about different jobs and what it takes to work in certain fields.  Fifth and sixth graders 
take trips to area community colleges and in junior high they spend time on the Fresno state campus.  
All the while students are learning the 21st century skills they will need to succeed in today's 
workforce. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/30/2012, 1:44 MIN. LOCAL 
Leadership students are given a rare opportunity to learn about their desired craft from expert’s right 
here in the central valley.  More than six hundred teens from as far as southern California and here 
locally are given extra training in courses that are on the chopping block in the state school system. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 5/24/2012, 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
It looks like a real emergency situation.  Firefighters suit up, strap on their helmets and rush off to help 
someone in need.  But these are actually high school students learning what it’s like to become a 
firefighter, police officer or paramedic.  Today more than 250 students from 5 area high schools 
gathered at Clovis East to demonstrate skills they've learned in their regional occupational courses and 
career pathway programs.  The campus was alive with activity.  Students competed in a series of 
events including an obstacle course, 100 yard dash and a homicide investigation.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 5/24/2012, 1:02 MIN., LOCAL 
Two south valley schools have been identified by the state as in jeopardy of not making their budget. 
Citrus South Tule and California Hot Springs school districts are in mountainous areas of Tulare 
County.  Citrus South Tule says it is 45,000 dollars over a 500,000 dollar budget.   With just three 
teachers, 55 students and a superintendent who volunteers his time, district officials aren't sure where 
they can cut back.  The Tulare County Office Of Education will likely step in and use some of its 
reserves to temporarily help the schools so they don't have to close. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/25/2012, 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 
All weekend long the Fresno Grizzlies will be honoring heroes in the fields of education, first response, 
agriculture and military - with a special night devoted to each one, and they can receive a free ticket on 
their designated night.    The first game of the homestead is tonight at 7:30.  The "salute to teachers" 
will honor educators with a free reserve level ticket to the game.   The Grizzlies will also be wearing 15 
seasons’ theme jerseys during the game with a post-game auction of jerseys benefitting the Kremen 
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School of Education at Fresno State.  There will also be a fireworks show and performance by the drag 
kings. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/30/2012, :45 SEC., LOCAL 
The Central Fresno Community is coming together to come up with a plan to keep valley students in 
high school. The Fresno Unified School District graduation task force met with the public last night at 
Fresno High. The task force presented its plans for decreasing the number of high school dropouts and 
dozens of parents and students showed up to listen to the recommendations  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/30/2012, :33 SEC.,LOCAL 
Education watch: the Fresno Teachers Association will have some new officers this year.  Mai Summer 
Vue won a runoff election against Eva Ruiz to become the union's new president.  Vue is a fourth-grade 
teacher at john Muir Elementary School.  Jim Haynes won a runoff election against Sergio Perez to 
become director-at-large.  Greg Gadams is the FTA’s only returning officer.  The association has 3,200 
members including teachers, speech therapists, librarians and nurses.  Vue has said she is looking 
forward to a year of change and working with the new school board. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/30/2012, :49 SEC.,LOCAL 
Students and parents in central Fresno are working together to come up with a plan to keep kids in 
school.  A community meeting will be held tonight at Sunnyside High School.  The Fresno Unified 
school district graduation task force met with the public last night at Fresno High.  The task force 
presented its plans for decreasing the number of high school dropouts.  And dozens of parents and 
students showed up to listen to the recommendations.  The task force will compile all of the input and 
present recommendations to the board of education next month.  So for more than 600 students, 
parents, school district staff and community members have contributed to the effort. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 5/30/2012, 2:23 MIN., LOCAL 
Students often use summer school as a way to speed up progress toward a degree or transfer or to 
lighten the load during the regular school year.  But budget reductions have forced many community 
colleges to shift their priorities and cancel classes to preserve more fall and spring programs. And 
students say it's delaying their education. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 5/30/2012, :41 SEC, LOCAL 
A new report says as many as 900 colleges are pushing students to use debit cards that carry hefty 
costs, sometimes even to access students' financial aid money.  In a report published today called "The 
Campus Debit Card Trap", the U.S. public interest research group higher education fund says colleges 
and banks often make secret deals allowing them to rake in millions from the fees.  The consumer 
group adds some of the fees appear to violate federal law.  The report indicates more than nine million 
people, or two out of five U.S. higher-education students, attend schools that have deals with financial 
companies.  
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 5/30/2012, 1:12 MIN.,LOCAL 
A first of its kind lawsuit has been filed against the Dinuba Unified School District. American Civil 
Liberties Union or ACLU is representing the plaintiffs.  The lawsuit seeks to end an English language 
instruction program, which they say does more harm than good.  Second language acquisition 
development instruction -- also known as slide -- is offered to most first and second grade Spanish 
speakers within the district's five elementary schools.  It’s supposed to help them learn to read and 
write in English before integrating them into mainstream classes.  But, some say, it's a failure. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 6/14/2012, :32 SEC., LOCAL 
The California Department of Education released the 2011 academic performance index data.  The API 
measures the academic performance and growth of schools on a variety of academic measures.  The 
results show that several schools in the Fresno Unified School District showed big improvement.  They 
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include Webster, Easterby, Ericson, Muir, and Ezekiel Balderas Elementary schools.  Other schools 
performing well include Sunset, Ann B. Leavenworth, Mario G. Olmos, and Freemont Elementary 
Schools.  Two high schools, Hoover High and Roosevelt High, also received high marks. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 6/15/2012, :33 SEC,, LOCAL 
The cost of raising a child has never been more expensive than it is right now.  The annual Agriculture 
Department report shows middle-income parents raising a child born in 2011 can expect to spend 
nearly 235,000 dollars over the next 17 years.  The lofty price tag includes housing, child care, 
education and food, among other things.  But it doesn't include post-high school education.  The 
U.S.D.A. has issued this report each year since 1960 to help courts and state governments determine 
child support and foster care payments. In 1960, the estimated cost was only 12-to-14 thousand per 
child. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM 6/15/2012, 2:24 SEC.,LOCAL 
Several hundred students at Fresno State woke up today to news they have wanted to hear for quite 
some time.  The government's latest move means many don't have to worry about being uprooted 
from all they've ever known.  And for some, it was a monumental announcement.  The guidelines take 
effect immediately, but those who meet the criteria must apply within 60 days for temporary 
residency. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 6/19/2012, :42 SEC., LOCAL 
The Fresno Unified School District is offering dozens of places kids can stay cool -- and get a free lunch 
this summer.  Starting today, 55 campuses throughout Fresno Unified and including Fresno State will 
offer nutritious lunches to kids under the age of 18 all summer long.  There is no registration required 
and kids don't even have to be students in the Fresno Unified District. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 6/20/2012, :35 SEC., LOCAL 
Tonight lawmakers in Sacramento are still trying to hammer out the details of a 92 billion dollar 
spending plan.  It involves cutting back the length of the school year.  The national average is 180 days 
a year in the classroom.  But Governor Jerry Brown wants to give California schools the power to cut as 
many as 20 days of annual instruction.  Many educators say such a plan would leave students 
unprepared for college.  The governor has warned if the tax increase on the November ballot fails, 
most of the 6 billion in cuts would come from education.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/21/2012, :22 SEC.,LOCAL 
Fresno Unified has a new board president after Dr. Tony Vang stepped down from the position to serve 
only as a trustee.  Vang's actions follow allegations he lived and voted outside of the district.  Action 
News education reporter Linda Mumma was at last night's school board meeting as the remaining 
members voted on his replacement. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 6/21/2012, :53 SEC., LOCAL 
A busload of valley students spent the day in the State Capitol fighting for funding with their summer 
learning programs.  The group from central unified was featured this morning on AM Live.  More than 
30 students became central valley after-school foundation ambassadors that met with local state 
officials and the state superintendent.  The goal of these summer programs is to make sure students 
don't forget the things they learned in school that year.  Teachers explained what would happen if 
these programs were cut. 
 
AM LIVE, SATURDAY, 8AM, 6/23/2012, 2;53 SEC.,LOCAL 
It is a different kind of college course, for a different kind of student.  This housing reconstruction 
course is just one of the training programs offered through the career technology center at Fresno City 
College.  The center has also offered a nine week solar installation course.  Both courses are designed 
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to give students the basic education they need to enter the field at the ground level.  Tamara Glover, a 
program coordinator, says what makes both training courses different is the hands-on experience. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/26/2012, :30 SEC,.LOCAL 
State leaders are considering a proposal that would shorten the school year for millions of kids across 
California.  A new education budget bill allows schools to cut 30 days over the next two school years if 
voters reject additional taxes on sales and income in November.  That’s double the number of days 
Governor Jerry Brown proposed in his May budget plan.  But the latest education budget bill says 
school districts could actually go down to 160 days in both 2012-13 and 2013-14, well below the 
standard 180 days in each school year.  
 
 
PSA      LENGTH  APRX. AIRINGS 
Community Calendar             :30   199 
Mayor Initiative: Learn To Earn           :15      90 
Asian Pacific American Heritage                         :30                 135 

Exceptional Parents Unlimited           :30   138 

Fresno Children’s Report Public File Location     :30        5 
 
Central California Women’s Conference                 :30                                 47 
Fresno County Library: The Big Read           :15                    31 

 
 
 

ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT ISSUES 2ND QUARTER 2012 
 

VALLEY WORKS: ACTION NEWS 6:30PM Monday /AM LIVE 8AM SATURDAY, 3:00 MIN 

Juanita Stevensen joins Action News to talk about the latest job market and what companies may be 

looking to hire.  

 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 6/26/2012, :25 SEC., LOCAL 
New this Midday; the government wants more people on food stamps.  More than one in seven 
Americans are already on the safety net program, but the federal government wants even more to sign 
up.  The U.S. Department of Agriculture has been running radio ads for the past four months 
encouraging those eligible to enroll.  The campaign targets the elderly, the working poor, and 
unemployed.  California is one of six states running the public service announcements 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 5/29/2012, 1:09 MIN., LOCAL 
State lawmakers are preparing to launch an investigation into allegations of price gouging by vendors 
with the women, infants and children welfare program.  WIC is a State Public Health Department 
administered program. An investigation in Santa Barbara County revealed some stores are doubling 
prices on cereal, milk and baby formulas.  In some cases, a 4 dollar box of cereal sold for 9 dollars, and 
baby formula sold for more than double the usual 9 dollar cost.  WIC was established in 1969 to 
provide low-income pregnant women, mothers and children nutritional food. 
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ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 6/15/2012, :33 SEC,, LOCAL 
The cost of raising a child has never been more expensive than it is right now.  The annual Agriculture 
Department report shows middle-income parents raising a child born in 2011 can expect to spend 
nearly 235,000 dollars over the next 17 years. The lofty price tag includes housing, child care, 
education and food, among other things. But it doesn't include post-high school education. The U.S.D.A. 
has issued this report each year since 1960 to help courts and state governments determine child 
support and foster care payments. In 1960, the estimated cost was only 12-to-14 thousand per child 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/19/2012, 1;00 MINC., LOCAL 
A new clothing store is holding a job fair right now in the south valley. Hundreds of people are in line 
at the Visalia mall for a chance at a new job at the clothing store Forever 21.  Forever 21 will be 
opening up a new store at the mall in early June. The company told Action News they're looking to hire 
60 people.  From cashiers to managers, the store will be filling a number of different positions at the 
new south valley location.  Many of the job hopefuls say they're willing to brave the long line for a 
chance at a job at the store.  For more help finding a job, check out the ABC 30.com classified page. 
There you'll find listings for dozens of local jobs, as well as information for employers interested in 
listing job openings.  Just go to ABC30.com , and click on "jobs and classifieds" on the left side of the 
screen. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/20/2012, :30 SEC., LOCAL 
Manufacturing and construction type jobs are on the rise here in the valley, which is a sign of an 
improving economy.  According to the Employment Development Department, Fresno County has a 
jobless rate of 17.4 percent.  That’s down just slightly from this time last year, when the 
unemployment rate was 18 percent.  While certain industries are seeing job growth, others are still 
struggling. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/20/2012, :37 SEC., LOCAL 
The latest unemployment numbers show a sign of an improving economy here in the valley.  According 
to the Employment Development Department the Fresno County has a jobless rate of 17.4 percent.  
That’s down just slightly from this time last year, when the unemployment rate was 18 percent.  The 
biggest growth was seen in manufacturing and construction jobs and while April is usually the time 
when jobs in the ag sector pick back up, last week's hailstorm that damaged south valley crops could 
cause a setback. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/23/2012, :40 SEC., LOCAL 
Car dealerships that are hiring include Visalia Ford, Nissan of Visalia, and Visalia Hyundai.  The 
president of Groppetti Automotive says a spike in sales has led to the need for more sales people.  For 
more information on Wednesday’s job fair or how you can apply for one of those jobs, go to abc30.com 
and click on the "see it on TV" link. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/23/2012, :50 SEC., LOCAL 
One of the largest car dealerships in the south valley is hosting a job fair this week to fill dozens of 
positions.  Groppetti Automotive in Visalia is searching for 30 salespeople at its six dealerships.  The 
job fair is scheduled for Wednesday from 10AM to 4PM at the Visalia Convention Center.  The 
dealerships hiring include Visalia Ford, Nissan of Visalia, and Visalia Hyundai.  The president of 
Groppetti Automotive says a spike in sales has led to the need for more salespeople. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 4/23/2012, 3:30 MIN., LOCAL 
AM LIVE SATURDAY, 4/28/2012, 3:30 MIN., LOCAL 
Preparing career-ready graduates is more than just a slogan for the state's fourth largest school 
district. It is a comprehensive approach designed to prepare students to fill jobs in growing industry 
sectors in the valley and it begins in elementary school.  District officials say they are preparing 
students to enter the work world when they graduate but the goal is to get them into some kind of 
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training, certificated or apprentice program because all agree students need more than a high school 
education to be competitive in today’s workforce. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/25/2012,:38 SEC, LOCAL 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 4/25/2012, :38 SEC.,LOCAL 
One of the largest car dealerships in the south valley is hosting a job fair today to fill dozens of 
positions.  Groppetti Automotive in Visalia is searching for 30 salespeople at its six dealerships.  The 
job fair is underway right now until 4 pm at the Visalia Convention Center.  The dealerships hiring 
include Visalia Ford, Nissan of Visalia, and Visalia Hyundai.  The president of Groppetti Automotive 
says a spike in sales has led to the need for more salespeople.  For more information on today's job fair 
or how you can apply for one of those jobs, go to ABC30.COM and click on the "see it on TV" link.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/30/2012, :50 SEC., LOCAL 
Layoff notices have gone out to two of 15 Kingsburg police officers.  Starting Friday, two officers who 
have been with the department for five and six years respectively will be out of a job. The city council 
approved the cuts after failing to negotiate concessions with the Kingsburg Peace Officers Association. 
The union, however, says they had no choice. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/30/2012,, ;17 SEC, LOCAL 
The historic water tower in downtown Fresno stands as solidly today as the year it was built in 1876.  
But inside is an updated visitor's bureau, gallery and gift shop bustling with activity and a team of 
volunteers ready to help tourists and Fresnans get to know the community.  81-year-old retired Fresno 
county social worker, Fred Fitch puts his vast knowledge of downtown Fresno to good use helping 
people find places to go in the city.  The staff at the retired and senior volunteer program say some of 
the volunteers have been so successful, they've been offered paid jobs.  For more information on 
volunteer opportunities or if you're looking for volunteers, go to our website, ABC30.com and click on 
“See it on TV”. 
 
ACTION NEWS  6:30PM 4/30/2012, 3:30 MIN.,LOCAL 
More than 75 percent of all jobs today require computer skills and some estimates put the number 
even higher. That basic requirement is making it very difficult for some job-seekers to get back to 
work.  Juanita Stevenson reports on some information that could help you in this week's Valley Works. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 5/24/2012, 2:00 MIN.,LOCAL 
It looks like a real emergency situation.  Firefighters suit up, strap on their helmets and rush off to help 
someone in need. But these are actually high school students learning what it’s like to become a 
firefighter, police officer or paramedic.  Today more than 250 students from 5 area high schools 
gathered at Clovis East to demonstrate skills they've learned in their regional occupational courses and 
career pathway programs.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/21/2012,:32 SEC, LOCAL 
A vote next month would make it easier for ex-felons to find jobs here in California.  California 
lawmakers are considering three bills designed to help ex-convicts get jobs.  One in the assembly 
would make it easier for former prisoners to get their criminal records erased.  Another would remove 
the felony conviction question box on certain job applications.   The California District Attorneys 
Association opposes the bills, but says it's not opposed to helping felons get jobs and get back into 
society after their release.  Lawmakers have a June 1st deadline to vote.       
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 5/21/2012, :35 SEC.,LOCAL 
Dozens of people looking for work turned out for a Clovis Job Fair.  The 500 Club Casino took 
applications yesterday, from people hoping to work at its new location at Shaw and Willow.  The 
casino is looking for people to do everything from deal cards to make and serve food.  The owner says 



 30 

he's happy to help put valley residents back to work. The new and improved 500 Club is scheduled to 
open next month. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 5/21/2012, 3:00 MIN.,LOCAL 
Many company bosses say it's not easy finding good workers and even tougher to keep them.   
Jim Witt, an expert on employee engagement, says it's all in the way you treat them.  Jason Wilson is a 
man who loves his job, loves the company where he works.  The Briscoes, Jim, Leeann, Nole, and Nick, 
are the owners of Valley Iron, a steel distribution company they bought in 1983.  Jason is one of their 
95 employees.  Like many on staff here, Jason started at the bottom operating a forklift.  He has worked 
his way up to sales manager.  Wilson is loyal to this family owned business because he says the 
company has a way of making each and every employee feel important.  According to a recent survey, 
Wilson is in the minority when it comes to how people feel about their jobs and the companies they 
work for.    According to the Career Builder survey, 80 percent of employees said they were looking for 
a new job or would leave their current job if they could.  David Witt, a researcher and expert on 
employee engagement maintain that having employees who have basically quit but stayed with the 
company is not good for the business.  Witt was in Fresno to speak at a workshop on how employers 
can help their workers reach their full potential and be happy and productive on the job.   More than 
150 different local businesses participated. 
 
AM LIVE SATURDAY 8AM, 6/23/2012, 2:50 MIN.,L OCAL 
It is a different kind of college course, for a different kind of student. This housing reconstruction 
course is just one of the training programs offered through the Career Technology Center at Fresno 
City College.  The center has also offered a nine week solar installation course both courses are 
designed to give students the basic education they need to enter the field at the ground level.  Tamara 
Glover, a program coordinator says what makes both training courses different is the hands-on 
experience. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/24/ 2012, 2012, 1:58 MIN., LOCAL 
Twenty-three year old college student Christina White works two jobs to help pay the bills.  Neither 
job offers health insurance, so like more than three million young adults under twenty-six, she's now 
covered under her mother's plan because of affordable care act.  One big reason is Christina, an avid 
runner and athlete, suffers from asthma.  She pays about twenty dollars a month for her daily 
medication. Without insurance, it would cost her about twelve times that. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/25/2012, :35 SEC, LOCAL 
A new poll says about half of Americans surveyed say no matter which presidential candidate wins in 
November, it won't matter much for the economy.  According to a new poll by the Associated Press, 55 
percent of those surveyed say the winner will have "Just Some Impact" to "No Impact" on the nation's 
budget deficit.  That may come as a surprise to many, since economic issues have dominated the 
presidential race between president Obama and Republican opponent Mitt Romney.  The poll says 
people are especially pessimistic when it comes to unemployment.  Six out of ten respondents say the 
winner will have a slim to no influence over jobs. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 6/25/2012, :15 SEC.,LOCAL 
Long lines are forming in the north valley this morning for a job fair in Madera. The county's current 
unemployment rate is 14.3 percent in May with 9,400 people out of work.  Action News reporter 
Tommy Tran reported live from the Madera County Workforce Investment Center to tell us how many 
jobs are being offered today. 
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ACTOIN NEWS MIDDAY, 6/25/2012, :58 SEC, LOCAL 
There is a job fair until 4:30 this afternoon and is an open call in Madera.  People are encouraged to 
come out and apply.  There will be interviews on site and potential candidates are being asked to come 
back later this week to be hired.  A couple of job seekers we spoke with say these jobs are valuable in a 
tough economy. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 6/25/2012, :52 SEC.,LOCAL 
The House Oversight Committee website says the Postal Service has to save now, or it will not be able 
to afford retiree health care later, and taxpayers will be on the hook for billions of dollars.  To meet the 
tight budget, the postal service has plans to close processing plants, eliminate jobs, and cut post office 
hours. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM 6/25/2012, :30 SEC., LOCAL 
While many Americans are still looking for work, the trucking industry is suffering from a shortage of 
truck drivers.  In fact, the shortage is so bad it's pushing up freight rates and delaying some deliveries.  
Experts say part of the problem is that many baby boomers are retiring from the job, while fewer 
young people are interested in long-haul trucking careers.  Many of the unemployed also can't afford 
the $6,000 cost of a six-week training course.  Truck drivers earn an average annual salary of 50,000 
dollars. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/25/2012, 1:00 MIN., LOCAL 
A retailer is hiring for 90 positions, and the company held an open call in Madera.  People were 
encouraged to come out and apply.  Staff conducted interviews on site and potential candidates are 
being asked to come back later this week to be hired.  A couple of job seekers we spoke with say these 
jobs are valuable in a tough economy. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/25/2012,  
Occupy protestors, unions, and members of the clergy are asking the governor for a home foreclosure 
moratorium. They claim banks have been given hundreds of billions of dollars in taxpayer money, but 
continue to throw millions of families out of their homes.  They say foreclosures are costing the state 
jobs, ruining home values, putting too much pressure on the rental market, and forcing people on the 
streets.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 6/26/2012, 2:00 MIN. LOCAL 
'Medina's at the Courthouse' has been serving up a wide variety of food to Tulare county court 
employees, lawyers and the public for nearly 15 years.  Louie Medina and his wife Clemencia run the 
basement restaurant with help from their family.  They say it's not your typical cafeteria.  Lines here 
usually run out the door, and the courthouse customers are given an ever changing menu.  Two weeks 
ago, Medina received word his contract with Tulare County to run the restaurant would not be 
renewed.  Medina and his employees are worried they will lose their jobs.  
 
PSA       LENGTH  APRX. AIRING 
Vons/Smithfield/United Food Commercial Workers:    
Feed the Hungry Food Drive: Coming                         :30    101  

Vons/Smithfield/United Food Commercial Workers:    
Feed the Hungry Food Drive: Tuesday            :30    161 
 
Vons/Smithfield/United Food Commercial Workers: 
Feed the Hungry Food Drive: Coming:            :15      74 
 
Fresno Medical Center: Terry’s House Benefit:           :30    200  
Spokes and Rods  
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Mayor Initiative: Learn To Earn             :15    90 

 
 

MINORITY/CULTURAL TOPICS FOR THE CENTRAL VALLEY 

 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/03/2012, 1:40 MIN., LOCAL 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 4/03, 2012,1:40 MIN., LOCAL 
Fresno State received a major donation today from a well-known bank to help its Latino graduation 
program. Wells Fargo presented the university with a $150,000 check this morning.  The money will 
help fund Hispanic academic programs.  The school says after six years of school, just under half of the 
Latino students enrolled at Fresno state drop out and don't complete their education.  University 
president Dr. John Welty says this money will go a long way in changing that. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 4/09/2012, 22 SEC., LOCAL 
Action News was in central Fresno for Asian American celebration night.  The event took place at the 
Fresno City College campus theatre.  It featured plays music and dance.  There were Japanese, Indian, 
Hmong, Cambodian and Thai performances.  It’s all a part of a number of events taking place at Fresno 
City College during Asian American month. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 4/25/2012, :17 SEC., LOCAL 
A community event showcasing Asian American culture is taking place in central Fresno this weekend.  
Asian fest will feature diverse performances, arts and crafts shopping and food.  Action News reporter 
Tommy Tran reported live from Fresno City College with a preview of this fun family event. 
 
ACTION NEWS 4PM, 4/27/2012, :20 SEC., LOCAL 
The weather will be perfect for many outdoor activities including an Asian fest at Fresno City College.  
Margot Kim and Christine Park emceed the Asian fest at Fresno City College.   There was food and 
performances from many different cultures. 
 
AM LIVE SUNDAY 6AM, 4/29/2012, :30 SEC, LOCAL 
An event at Fresno City College this weekend celebrated Asian cultures through music, food, and 
dance. Yesterday’s event was organized by FCC’s Asian American faculty and staff and brings people 
together to celebrate all of the Asian cultures represented here in the valley.  The goal is to educate the 
community about Asian culture through performances and demonstrations.  Action News anchors 
Christine Park and Margot Kim also joined in on the fun, emceeing the event. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 4/30/2012, :51 MIN., LOCAL 
A passionate debate over autism drew a crowd at the State Capitol today.  Among the issues:  a gap in 
funding for some families. Experts say on average, more than 11,000 dollars is spent on autism 
services for Asian and white children.  But for African Americans and Latinos, the numbers are 4-to-5-
thousand dollars less, and the consequences are severe.  Medical experts say if autism goes untreated 
beyond the age of six, those children will need a lifetime of expensive care. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 4/27/2012, :52 SEC., LOCAL 
The U.S. House ignored a veto threat from the White House and approved a bill that would extend 
lower interest rates for college loans.  Federal student loan interest’s rates are set to double in July 
unless Congress acts.  Both parties want to keep that from happening, but propose different ways of 
paying for it.  Republicans want to take the money out of a preventative fund created under Obama’s 
health care law.  Democratic leaders say getting rid of the fund is an attack on women and children.  
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ACTION NEWS 5PM, 5/04/2012, :22 SEC., LOCAL 
The valley is gearing up for some big Cinco de Mayo celebrations this weekend.  The fun started a little 
early today on the Fulton mall in downtown Fresno.  Vendors were there offering tasty tacos.  
Tomorrow there will be musical entertainment and shopping.  Cinco de Mayo marks Mexico’s 
anniversary of the battle of Puebla.  The day is observed in the U.S. as a celebration of Mexican heritage 
and pride.  
 
AM LIVE SUNDAY 8PM, 5/06/2012, :21 SEC., LOCAL 
One family friendly Cinco de Mayo celebration is continuing today.  This is video from the festival on 
the Fulton mall in downtown Fresno yesterday.  The event includes live music and lots of food.  It’s 
also an opportunity for organizations to reach out to the community.  The celebration in downtown 
Fresno continues today from 11am to 7 pm.  Parking and admission are free. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM 5/17/2012, 1:40 MIN., LOCAL 
It’s official:  the complexion of America is changing.  For the first time in US history, more than half the 
nation's babies were minorities. New estimates from the census bureau show that 50.4 percent of 
children younger than one last year were black, Hispanic, Asian American or other minority groups.  In 
1990, that figure was only 37 percent.  It's a significant landmark.  But demographers say it's not very 
surprising. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 6/13/2012, :31 SEC. , LOCAL 
New in health watch, a new study by the American Diabetes Association found that the number of 
Latino young people diagnosed with diabetes is growing at an alarming rate. Thirty-three percent of 
Americans fewer than twenty years of age now have type  two diabetes, a 21 percent jump in eight 
years.  Rates of diabetes in Hispanic children have outpaced other groups in both type one and type 
two diabetes.  Another alarming statistic from the National Council of la Raza is that one of out of two 
Latino children had born in the year 2000 will get diabetes. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 6/18/2012, :22 SEC,. LOCAL 
Some Fresno Unified students have a chance to teach Mandarin Chinese during the summer while 
earning some credits.  Today marked the first day of the Chinese program being offered at Hoover High 
school.  For the next two weeks, students will learn the Chinese language as well as tai chi, crafts and 
cooking.  The course also includes a field trip to San Francisco’s Asian Art Museum and Chinatown. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM 6/19/2012, :25 SEC., LOCAL 
For the first time ever, the influx of Asians moving to the United States has surpassed that of Hispanics.  
The Pew Research Center says in 2010, about 36 percent of all new immigrants were Asian.  That's 
compared to 31 percent who were Hispanic.  The study says the tipping point happened in 2009, when 
the bad economy slowed immigration from Mexico.  Experts say a higher demand for high-skilled 
workers is another factor that's bringing more Asians to the U.S. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 6/15/2012, :46 SEC., LOCAL 
A celebration in southwest Fresno this weekend marks an important time in African-American history.  
The Juneteenth celebration commemorates the day Texas slaves learned of their freedom.  The day 
was June 19, 1865, two years after President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation.  The 
weekend celebration includes food and plenty of entertainment.  Events run until 9 pm tonight at the 
African American museum on Fulton Street in downtown Fresno.  Then tomorrow morning at 10, a 
parade takes place at the Food Maxx shopping center at Fresno and B streets.  Events will also be 
taking place tomorrow at the Cecil Hinton Community Center in southwest Fresno. 
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AM LIVE SATURDAY 8AM, 6/16/2012, 1:01 MIN., LOCAL 
Fresno is getting ready for its annual Juneteenth parade later today, but the celebrations kicked off last 
night with a festival at the African American museum.  Fresno Police Chief Jerry Dyer played the 
cowbell.  He joined several other musicians on stage last night.  Juneteenth is a nationally celebrated 
holiday which commemorates the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863.  There were also educational 
speeches to celebrate a critical milestone in American history. 
 
LATINO LIFE, 4/22/2012, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL 
Segment #1:  Learn2Earn 
New plan to help Fresno's undereducated and unemployed get skills needed to find better paying jobs. 
Sign Up For Learn2Earn Call 211 or 866-559-4211 
www.Learn2EarnFresno.org  Learn2Earn Education and Training Fair 
Thursday, April 26 4-7pm Lowell Elementary Fresno  
 
Segment: #2: Operation Graduation 
AmeriCorps Vista program and how volunteers are trying to keep Fresno Unified students in class. 
Guests: Justine Medrano-AmeriCorps Vista & Analicia Rangel-Garcia AmeriCorps Vista 
AmeriCorps Vista Program (202) 606-5000 www.americorps.gov  
 
Segment #3: Local AmeriCorps Contact 
Hands On Central California 
Armida Espinoza (559) 237-3101  
 
Segment #4: Bank Helping Students Succeed 
How a donation by Wells Fargo Bank will help more Latino students earn their diploma at Fresno 
State.  
Amazing Young Musicians 
Ukulele students as young as 7 master the Latin classic Malaguena Salerosa.  Teatro De La Tierra 
(559)485-8558 www.teatrodelatierra.net  
 
LATINO LIFE, 4/29/2012, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL 
Segment: #1 New City College President 
Fresno City College names a new President to lead its campus. He shares his goals for California's 
oldest Community College. 
Guest: Tony Cantu-Fresno City College President 
 
Segment: #2 Fresno City College 
www.fresnocitycollege.edu 
Education and Leadership Opportunities 
The Education and Leadership Foundation is helping students from all over California reach their full 
potential. 
Guests: Raul Moreno-Education and Leadership Foundation & Monica Moreno-Education and 
Leadership Foundation Education and Leadership Foundation www.education-leadership.org 
 
Segment #3: Wine & Cheese Tasting Fundraiser 
Friday, May 4 5:30p.m.-8:30p.m. Arte Americas.  Tickets $25.00 (559) 291-5428 
Student Going To NASA: A South Valley college student reaches for the stars with a chance to study at 
NASA. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://learn2earnfresno.org/
http://www.americorps.gov/
http://teatrodelatierra.net/
http://www.fresnocitycollege.edu/
http://www.education-leadership.org/main
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LATINO LIFE, 6/10/2012, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL 
Segment #1: Roller Derby 
Find out why more Latinas are signing up for roller derby in the Central Valley. 
Guests: Adriana "Juana Pulmafinga" Nole-Central California Area Derby & Sylvia "Chiva Loca" Jacinto-
Central California Area Derby www.ccaderby.com  

Segment #2: Disabled Students Get Creative 
The organization helping disabled students lead more independent lives while creating amazing 
artwork. 
Guests: Jeff Snyder-UCP of Central California & Diana Salinas-UCP of Central California  

Segment #3: UCP of Central California 
Pulling Strings Sunday, July 15 at 5pm Cask & Cork Bistro and Pourhouse www.ccucp.org 
(559) 221-8272  

Segment #4: Valley Soldier Surprises Mother 
After a year away from home, a valley soldier gives his mother the best Mother's Day gift.  
Special Grad 
Knocked down but not out!  One student's amazing story of perseverance on the road to graduation.  
 
LATINO LIFE, 6/24/2012, :30 MINUTES, LOCAL 
Segment #1:  Roaring 20’s Gala 
Details on a fun event by the Fresno Latino Rotary Club and how you can get involved. 
Guests: David Leon-Fresno Latino Rotary Club & Jose Antonio Ramirez-Fresno Latino Rotary Club 
Fresno Latino Rotary Roaring 20’s Gala Saturday, July 21m7pm (559) 492-7878 
www.fresnolatinorotary.org 
 
Segment #2:  Eating & Reading 
Two programs helping kids at Central Unified get a free meal & continue reading this summer. 
Guest: Mike Berg-Central Unified Superintendent 
Summer Seamless Meals Program & Summer Reading at the Libraries Program 
www.centralunified.org  
 
Segment #3: Big Brothers Big Sisters 
Big need for mentors at Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California. Just a few hours makes a 
difference. 
Guest: Rachel Trevino-Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Central California (559) 268-2447 www.bigs.org 
 
 
PSA      LENGTH  APRX. APRING 
 
Asian Pacific American Heritage                        :30                 135 

Fresno County Library: The Big Read        :15    31 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ccaderby.com/
http://www.ccucp.org/
http://www.fresnolatinorotary.org/
http://www.centralunified.org/
http://www.bigs.org/
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR 2ND QUARTER 2012 

4/3/2012-4/26/2012 
VITA: Volunteer Income Tax Assistance: Call 211 
Catholic Charities: Community Health/Safety Fair 
Shaffer Theater Porterville: Stan Kenton Alumni Band 

4/10/2012-4/13/2012 
Central California Legal Services: Free Legal Clinic 
Madera Courthouse Park: Community Action Partnership: Walk A Mile in Her Shoes 
Yosemite Church Merced: Children’s Summit 
 
4/17/2012-4/20/2012 
Tower Theatre: Fresno Film Festival 
 Includes: The Fairy, Pina and A Separation. 
 
4/23/2012- 4/27/2012 
Fresno City College: Asian Fest 
Master Gardeners of Fresno: Private Garden Tours 
 
5/1/2012-5/4/2012 
Eye–Q California Classic Weekend Bike/Run Race 
Valley Teen Ranch Benefit: Guest Speaker: Stedman Graham 
 
5/8/2012-5/11/2012 
Fresno County Prosecutors Association: Kicks for Kids Shoe Drive 
Rio Vista Carnival: Rio Vista Middle School 
Fresno Area Hispanic Chamber of Commerce: Developing Hispanic Leaders Gala 
 
5/15/2012-5/18/2012 
The Muslim Society of Fresno: Free Family Health Fair at Manchester Center 
LJ Williams Theater presents: Journey through the Sierra 
Fresno City College: New Wrinkles Remembers American Bandstand 
 
5/22/2012-5/25/2012 
Peddlers’ Fair in Coarsegold 
Oak Grove Cemetery: Memorial Day Tribute 
Farmersville: Memorial Day Parade 
 
5/30/2012-6/01/2012 
American Cancer Society: Bark for Life 
Court Appointed Special Advocates benefit:  Casino Night 
 
6/12/2012-6/15/2012 
Arte Americas: Night in the Plaza Zebop Concert 
Father’s Day Tower Blues Festival 
UFW Post 1981: Veterans Job/Resource Fair 
 
6/19/2012-6/22/2012 
Eaton Park: Comcast Movies in the Park 
Memorial Park Kingsburg: Summer Band Concerts 
Coalinga: 4th of July Celebration 
 



 37 

 
NON-PROGRAMMING 2nd Quarter 2012 

4/17/2012 Comprehensive Youth Services: Action News Anchor Warren Armstrong MC’d this 

event. 

4/19/2012 ABC30 ADVISORY COUNCIL : Attendees from ABC30 included: Dan Adams, President 
and General Manager, Beth Marney, Public Affairs Director 

Daniel Simms, Business Manager, Michael Carr, Executive Producer 
Christine Park, News Anchor, Graciela Moreno, News Anchor 
Aurora Diaz, Special Projects/Promotions Producer 

 
     Council Members:  Kris Aubry, Children’s Hospital Central California 

Mary Alice Escarsega-Fechner, Community Services Employment Training 
Harry Gill, Gill Insurance Agency 
Dina Gonzalez-Pina, Fresno Pacific University 
Albert Maldonado, The California Endowment 

   Frank Quintero, City of Merced 
 
4/24/2012 Deaf and Hard of Hearing: ACT: Addressing Captioning Together Meeting with KFSN  
   Employees  Dan Adams-GM, Ron Neil-Chief Engineer, Michael Carr-New Director and  
  Charlene Ciavaglia-Program Manager. From DHHS, we were joined by Kyra Schleef,  
  A/R Clerk & HR Specialists, Michelle Bronson, Rosemary Diaz, Robyn Kifer and  
  Shannon Simonellia, along with two interpreters. 
 
4/24/2012 Food Drive Delivery Kickoff: Smithfield and United Food & Commercial Workers Union 

delivered 70,000 tons of quality protein to the Community Food Bank. Action News 
Anchor Graciela Moreno joined the “Feeding the Hungry” partners at the Community 
Food Bank for the media event. 

 
5/3/2012 Station Tour: 20 College Students from ITT Technical School. 
 
5/10/2012 Station Tour: 20 Fresno City College Students from Journalism class. 

5/16/2012 Station Tour: 25 Students from American Union School 

5/24/2012 Honored Scholars Production Shoot: ABC30 Invited Schools from all over the Central 
  Valley to showcase their Valedictorians. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


