
 

 

 

 

Description of WTVA programming providing the most significant treatment of community issues. 

2nd Quarter 2021

WTVA airs local news programming each week live during the following times on WTVA 9.1 (NBC) and 
also simulcast most of these newscasts live during the times noted below on WTVA 9.2 (ABC). 

Monday through Friday 4:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. (simulcast) 

Monday through Friday Noon to 12:30 p.m. (NBC) 

Monday through Friday 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. (NBC) 

Monday through Friday 5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (simulcast) 

Monday through Friday 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. (NBC) 

Monday through Friday 6:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. (ABC) 

Monday through Friday 10 p.m. to 10:35 p.m. (simulcast) 

Saturday and Sunday 5 a.m. to 7 a.m. (simulcast) 

Saturday and Sunday 10 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. (simulcast) 

Saturday 6 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. (simulcast) 

Sunday 5 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (simulcast) 

All the above are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather and sports and 
other related feature stories and segments that affect Northeast Mississippi and parts of Northwest 
Alabama. 

The following is a list of the programs of significant treatment of Northeast Mississippi and Northwest 
Alabama community issues. Local news stories were also posted on our website at wtva.com, on the 
WTVA 9 News app, on Facebook and on Twitter. 



Local: 

TOPIC 

Severe Weather

Program Title: WTVA 9 News  

Date: Various 

Time: Various  

Duration: Various   

Detailed Description:  The WTVA Severe Weather Authority instantly updates viewers about any life-
threatening storms by sharing watches and warnings issued by the National Weather Service, either 
through on-screen text or by interrupting regular programming.  We also sometimes look at the 
recovery from those severe weather events, even years after they happened.

4/8 Severe weather coverage on WTVA, ABC WTVA and WLOV from 4:13 am to 4:50 am because of 
an urban and small stream flood advisory for Calhoun, Chickasaw, Lee, Northwestern Monroe and 
Pontotoc counties.

4/9 Severe weather coverage on WTVA from 6:44 pm to 8 pm and from 8:10 pm to 9:38 pm.
Severe weather coverage on ABC WTVA from 6:45 pm to 7:51 pm and from 9 pm to 9:38 pm.
Severe weather coverage on WLOV from 6:45 pm to 7:51 pm and from 8:37 pm to 9:38 pm.  This 
included tornado warnings for Union, Pontotoc and Tippah counties and severe thunderstorm warnings 
for Pontotoc, Union and Lee counties.

4/25 Sunday was an emotional day for people in Smithville.  The community remembered the 16 
people who died in the tornado that struck on April 27, 2011.  The memorial started at Smithville High 
School where the mayor, former mayor, and WTVA's Matt Laubhan remembered the day.  From there 
the remembrance service continued in the Smithville Memorial Park.

5/2 Severe weather coverage on WTVA, ABC WTVA and WLOV from 4:02 pm to 4:15 pm and from 
4:57 pm to 5:22 pm; on WTVA from 6:44 pm to 11:42 pm; on WLOV from 9 pm to 11:42 pm and on ABC 
WTVA from 10 pm to 11:42 pm. This happened as parts of the viewing area were under a tornado 
watch.

5/2 A tornado left behind significant damage in Tupelo, Pontotoc County and Calhoun City. One area 
that took a hit from the twister was the Park Hill neighborhood in Tupelo. People could easily see 
damaged homes, uprooted trees and downed power lines. Damage could also be found on Green Street 
to the west and on Ranch Road to the east where the tornado ripped the roof off a home and tossed a 
car. Severe damage to several homes on Elvis Presley Drive.

5/3 The City of Tupelo may review its storm shelter policy after severe storms swept through the 
city Sunday night. Chief Operations Officer Don Lewis said the city normally opens its public shelters 
when a tornado watch is issued for Lee County. However, he said the National Weather Service did not 
issue a tornado watch Sunday night when severe storms hit the city. Parks and Recreation Director Alex 
Farned said some individuals were waiting outside the shelters at Joyner School and Theron Nichols Park 



when someone arrived to unlock the shelters. Both men said school personnel unlocked the shelters 
located at schools.

5/4 Severe weather coverage on WTVA, ABC WTVA and WLOV from 10:14 am to 10:20 am; on 
WTVA from 1:57 pm to 2:03 pm and from 2:24 pm to 4 pm and on ABC WTVA and WLOV from 2:26 pm 
to 2:55 pm. This included a severe thunderstorm warning for Alcorn, Calhoun, Chickasaw, Itawamba, 
Lafayette, Lee, Tippah and Monroe counties and an urban and small stream flood advisory for central 
Lee County and eastern Yalobusha County.

5/9 Severe weather coverage on WTVA from 6:45 pm to 8:22 pm and on ABC WTVA and WLOV from 
6:45 pm until 7:59 pm. This came about because of a severe thunderstorm watch issued for most of the 
area during the evening. Severe thunderstorm warnings were issued for Lafayette, Union and Pontotoc 
counties.

5/9 Heavy rainfall Tuesday and Wednesday led to significant flooding in parts of north Mississippi. In 
Yalobusha County, rain swept away a section of County Road 224 east of Water Valley. A truck crashed 
into the hole and crews rescued the occupant. The North MS Herald captured several images of the 
scene. Flooding forced evacuations Wednesday in the Willow Creek subdivision in Saltillo. The weather 
may have caused a large crack to appear on County Road 1310 in Lee County. As a result of the damage, 
the county road department shut down the roadway.

5/27 A community center destroyed by a tornado once is again ready to serve the city of Columbus. 
The tornado in February of 2019 completely wiped out the building at Sim Scott Park. The old Sim Scott 
building was about 6,500 square feet. The new community center is 9,000 square feet. The new building 
has classrooms, a full kitchen and its very own senior room.

6/2 Wednesday marked one month since an EF-1 tornado swept through Calhoun City.  And the 
cleanup continues.  Members of the community and churches have provided food to storm victims and 
those cleaning up debris.  Some victims were without power for almost a week.  But the community is 
thankful for everyone who provided aid following the storm.

6/8 Severe weather coverage on WTVA, ABC WTVA and WLOV from 2:27 pm to 3:02 pm for a 
tornado warning issued for Lee and Itawamba counties, on WTVA and WLOV from 6:15 pm to 6:45 pm 
and on ABC WTVA from 6:15 pm to 7 pm for a tornado warning issued for Pontotoc and Lee counties.

6/9 Flooding caused problems for people in Yalobusha County Tuesday. EMA Director Dalton 
Coleman said he’s worried that more rain will cause bigger problems for some areas.  County leaders 
helped several families grab their things and evacuate their homes on Tuesday. The water was so high 
that it nearly covered vehicles in the area along CR 436.  Water even got into some homes.  The 
Crawford Sports Complex in Water Valley was another problem spot because of flooding. 

6/9 The Lafayette County Fire Department is now telling people asked to evacuate their homes 
because of concerns about the Lake Tara Dam they can now go home.  Just a few hours earlier, they 
asked people near Lake Tara Dam to leave their homes as a precaution.  The heavy rains created 
pressure on the dam, and a break would have affected College Hill Road.

6/10 The effect of the heavy rain is still causing problems across North Mississippi.  In Pontotoc, one 
road is closed for the safety of the traveling public. Off Highway 41 coming off Highway 15, the shoulder 

https://www.wtva.com/content/news/Tornado-debris-in-Calhoun-Pontotoc-Lee-counties-574337361.html


on the road fell two to three feet. Since Thursday afternoon, cars detoured around the area to get to 
their location.  The road is a main road in Pontotoc that people use. Some travelers will need a different 
route for the next few days.

TOPIC  

Education

Program Title: WTVA 9 News   

Date: Various  

Time: Various   

Duration: Various    

Detailed Description:  Schools and universities survived the coronavirus pandemic and finished the year. 
Even though the pandemic was the main concern at the beginning of the year, there were still issues 
that surfaced with no connection whatsoever to the virus.

4/29 The Starkville Oktibbeha School District has the potential to save millions of dollars, according to 
a recent audit. In collaboration with the state auditor’s office, the school district reviewed its expenses 
to determine if any money-saving changes could be made. The state auditor partnered with the 
advanced data firm Glimpse K12. Auditors found the potential to save between $3.5 million and $5.3 
million by eliminating some spending. One such example is the elimination of underutilized software. 
This change could save up to $170,000.

5/21 A former Mooreville High School soccer coach facing child sex crimes in Lee County also faces 
similar charges in Meridian. Meridian Detective James LaGoy confirmed investigators charged Luke 
Mason with sexual battery and enticement of a child for sexual purposes. LaGoy said the charges stem 
from a January incident in the city. Mason is free on a $100,000 bond. Lee County deputies arrested 
Mason on March 19 for alleged inappropriate conduct.

5/28 West Point High School finished the school year with two valedictorians and two salutatorians 
when there had been one each.  The school originally named one each based on quality point average.  
However, parents complained saying the honors, according to the student handbook, would be 
determined by grade point average. Superintendent Burnell McDonald agreed and said before 
graduation the district took full responsibility for the error.

5/28 The Mississippi attorney general’s office is seeking information in support of an open 
investigation into Toshemie Wilson, who taught at Amory High School for 20 years. Law enforcement 
arrested the teacher late last year and charged him with child exploitation. The AG’s office made the 
appeal in hopes of other potential victims coming forward.

6/3 Baldwyn Schools superintendent Jason McKay is retiring effective June 30.  In a May 28 letter, 
McKay informed the school board of his decision.  When asked about the reasoning behind his decision, 
McKay said retiring at this time allows him to look to new challenges in the future.  McKay assumed the 
role during the 2014-2015 school year.



6/3 The Starkville-Oktibbeha School District is looking to partner with Starkville city leaders to 
provide jobs from folks in the community.  Aldermen approved collaborating with the school district to 
provide local government jobs for people getting started or re-entering the workforce.  The project, 
Project PEACE, will provide opportunities to work in the court system filing paperwork or in the clerk's 
office doing administration.

6/30 Seven inmates of the Clay County Detention Center received certificates during graduation 
ceremonies at the East Mississippi Community College location in West Point. The graduates enrolled in 
the newly created construction skills program with the hope the training will land them a good paying 
job when they are released from custody.

TOPIC 

Coronavirus

Program Title: WTVA 9 News  

Date: Various 

Time: Various  

Duration: Various   

Detailed Description:  Vaccination efforts against the coronavirus led to states and communities easing 
restrictions that were imposed when the virus showed up last year.  That cleared the way for things to 
get somewhat back to normal, which included the resumption of events canceled the previous year.

4/2 People 16 years old and older are now eligible to receive the coronavirus vaccine in Alabama.  
The Pfizer vaccine is available to individuals 16 and up, and the Moderna and Johnson & Johnson 
vaccines are both available to individuals 18 years of age and older.  1.7 million doses have been 
administered in Alabama so far.

4/9 Itawamba Community College (ICC) will hold four in-person graduation ceremonies in mid-May. 
The ceremonies will take place on May 13-14 at the Davis Event Center on the Fulton campus. 
Approximately, 650 graduates will receive their diplomas. 2020 graduates, who were not able to attend 
their graduations due to the pandemic, have been invited to participate in the upcoming ceremonies. 
Each student will receive a maximum of 10 tickets and masks will be required.

4/20      A city in the Golden Triangle is looking to discuss losing its mask mandate in Tuesday night's 
Board of Aldermen meeting.  Starkville Mayor Lynn Spruill said it's time to get rid of the mandate. The 
mandate has been in effect since July of last year.  With alterations over the past few months, the 
mandate currently requires folks to wear a mask when in a store and until seated in a restaurant.

4/22 Kermit's Outlaw Kitchen on West Main Street is one of the many restaurants that can operate at 
100% capacity again.  General manager Stacy Cheney said she can’t even express how relieved she is to 
see more people inside the restaurant.  Cheney said Kermit’s took a hit when Governor Tate Reeves 
limited the number of people allowed to dine inside.  The governor originally put restrictions on 
restaurants to help slow down the spread of the coronavirus. Tupelo city leaders decided to follow his 
recent decision to let restaurants operate at 100 percent capacity again.



4/22 The wait is almost over for Montgomery County residents to finally get their coronavirus vaccine 
right in their own county.  The state will operate a drive-through vaccination site starting May 11 at the 
coliseum in Winona.  Prior to that, people had to drive to Grenada or Greenwood to get the vaccine.  
The new vaccination site will allow volunteers to administer 200 vaccines every Tuesday for 8 weeks.  
Mayor Jerry Flowers said they will have transportation services available for people to get to the 
coliseum.

4/23 Folks in Starkville prepared their boilers as the Main Street Association hosted its first major 
event since the pandemic began with its annual King Cotton Crawfish Boil.  The contest reached new 
heights selling out completely with 500 tickets sold and all 20 team spots filled.  There were sanitization 
stations, and all tents were spaced out to keep social distancing.

4/29 Mississippi State University and the University of Mississippi held their first in-person 
commencement ceremonies since the pandemic started.  Restrictions were in place for those in 
attendance.  For example, everyone at Humphrey Coliseum and The Pavilion had to wear a mask. There 
were also limits on how many people each graduate could invite.

4/30 Masks will still be required in schools through the remainder of the 2020-2021 school year. 
That's according to Gov. Tate Reeves' latest executive order. This order goes into effect at 5 p.m. Friday, 
April 30. Mississippians are still encouraged to follow guidelines from the CDC and the Mississippi State 
Department of Health.

5/11 Mississippi will stop accepting supplemental unemployment benefits from the federal 
government next month, Republican Gov. Tate Reeves said Monday. Reeves said the weekly supplement 
of $300 per person was intended to help people “who are unemployed through no fault of their own” 
because of the coronavirus pandemic. Alabama, Arkansas, Montana and South Carolina are also 
planning to stop accepting the $300 federal supplement.

6/15 Governor Tate Reeves announced Mississippi’s state of emergency concerning the coronavirus 
will end August 15. The National Guard’s involvement concerning the coronavirus will end July 15.

5/29 Calhoun City’s Chamber of Commerce brought energy to the city with its 50th annual Square 
Fest.  Last year's event was canceled because of the coronavirus.  The festival featured roughly 30 
vendors from all over Mississippi. It also included music for festivalgoers and jumpers for the kids.

5/30 Hospital workers across Mississippi are seeing patients skip their appointments for the second 
dose of coronavirus vaccines. Amy Loggins works at the OCH Regional Medical Center helping administer 
coronavirus vaccines to patients at its weekly clinic. However, workers noticed some patients skipping 
their second dose appointments. Loggins said the first vaccine introduces the antibodies to your body. 
It's the second dose that gives immunity to the virus.

5/30 Starkville and Oxford found out they would host college baseball regionals, bringing a financial 
boost to communities that lost cash because of coronavirus restrictions.  The NCAA canceled the 
baseball postseason last year due to the pandemic.  This year, the success of Mississippi State and Ole 
Miss on the baseball diamond will bring visiting teams and fans to those communities.

6/11 Due to lagging demand for shots, Mississippi has transferred well over three-quarters of a 
million doses from its federal coronavirus vaccine allocation to other states, officials say.  In recent 



months, the state has transferred 871,950 vaccine doses to Rhode Island, Maine and a nationwide 
vaccine pool, said Liz Sharlot, spokesperson for the Mississippi Department of Health.  Maine is among 
the states in the U.S. with the highest vaccination rates.

6/11 Elvis fans from all over the country are in Tupelo for the annual Elvis Festival.  The coronavirus 
dramatically changed the event last year making it a virtual-only event.  The festival kicked off on 
Wednesday.  On Friday, people competed in a competition designed for the best representation of Elvis. 
One fan drove from Tennessee to participate in what he described was an incredible event.

TOPIC 

Quality of Life

Program Title: WTVA 9 News 

Date: Various 

Time: Various

Duration: Various   

Detailed Description:  Governing bodies in local communities will pass or change laws hoping the moves 
will improve the quality of life not just for residents but for businesses.   One instance included easing 
restrictions in one of the area’s largest cities.

4/8 The City of Tupelo broke ground Thursday on a new fire station.  Once completed, firefighters 
from Station No. 2 will move into the new station at the corner of Blair Street and Clayton Avenue.  
Station No. 2 is the oldest station in the city.   Fire Chief Thomas Walker said Station No. 2 has been on 
West Main Street for 64 years.  Over the years, he and city leaders have spent a lot of money on repairs.

4/15 Property owners in Verona could see a decrease in homeowners’ insurance thanks to an 
improved fire rating.  Verona Fire Chief Kristian Skou said the city recently received its new rating 
dropping from a 7 to a 6.  The Mississippi State Ratings Bureau evaluates municipalities every few years 
and issues ratings based on various criteria including firefighter training and response, fire gear, number 
of hydrants and more.

5/25 The City of Starkville received 20 motorized scooters from the company Bird a few months ago, 
becoming a huge hit fast with people around town. But as successful as the scooters are around town, 
the Starkville Police Department is warning the public to stay off busy streets like Highway 12. Mayor 
Lynn Spruill said there are sidewalks running up and down the highway, if needed.

5/30 Aldermen in Oxford adopted new limits on how loud music can be played at downtown venues. 
They approved a sound ordinance amendment for live and recorded music.  Until now, organizers or 
business owners in Oxford were required to get a city permit for amplified sound at parades or other 
events.  Under the new rules, a permit is not required as long as the sound falls within approved limits.

6/1 The Starkville Board of Aldermen voted Tuesday to match a grant promoting the preservation of 
the Civil Rights Movement.  That grant of $7,500 came from the Mississippi Department of Archives and 
History.  Alderman Hamp Beatty said the board will hire a company to survey buildings and other 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Blair+St+%26+Clayton+Ave,+Tupelo,+MS+38804/@34.2615348,-88.7202734,19.42z/data=!4m5!3m4!1s0x88874c233a34c47b:0xce389fff640cb2f4!8m2!3d34.2614647!4d-88.7199653
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Tupelo+Fire+Department/@34.2574371,-88.7200211,80m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x88874c180f2033fb:0xb62b8389bae68d7b!8m2!3d34.2574376!4d-88.7197411
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Tupelo+Fire+Department/@34.2574371,-88.7200211,80m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m5!3m4!1s0x88874c180f2033fb:0xb62b8389bae68d7b!8m2!3d34.2574376!4d-88.7197411


landmarks to determine if it has any historical significance to the city.  Once sites are identified, the city 
leaders will determine what to do next.

6/3 Elvis Presley Lake will be drained for renovations, the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Parks announced Thursday.  The work began on Wednesday, June 2.  While the lake is 
closed, an inspection of the dam and the lake’s drainage system will be conducted, as well as facility 
improvements.  The lake will be filled and restocked with bass, bream, crappie and catfish.

6/8 A county ordinance will soon require Oktibbeha County residents under the age of 18 to be 
home every day by midnight.  County supervisors passed the ordinance Monday night at a public 
hearing, but it will not go into effect until June 21.  The board unanimously passed the ordinance that 
will require kids under 18 to be home from 12 a.m. to 5 a.m.  Sheriff’s Captain Brett Watson said there 
are some exceptions to the ordinance like church and work. 

6/25 Bird scooters are now banned in the city of Starkville. Mayor Lynn Spruill recently vetoed a ban 
on the scooters. However, the Board of Aldermen voted Friday 5-1 to override her veto. The decision to 
ban the scooters arose after the city received complaints of riders misusing the scooters by using them 
on Highway 12.

6/28 Priority repairs are being made on Thorn Road in Chickasaw County to fill potholes. The county 
road department has been working across the county since the heavy rains and flooding last week. 
People who see road issues are encouraged to call the Chickasaw County Board of Supervisors.

6/29 It could be a month before some Booneville residents can drive on a major road.  Mayor Chris 
Lindley said West College Street needs special attention after the heavy rains recently. He advised 
drivers coming into the city from the south to take the Highway 30 exit and take South Second Street 
until the work is completed.

TOPIC 

Law Enforcement

Program Title: WTVA 9 News 

Date: Various 

Time: Various  

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: Police departments and sheriff’s departments are charged with protecting and 
serving their communities.  The internal workings of those departments can play a role in the quality of 
the service that is provided.  

4/2 Tupelo Police Chief Bart Aguirre will retire at the end of June, he confirmed Friday afternoon. He 
told WTVA he's known for some time he planned to retire. With two deputy chiefs in place, he's 
confident they'll be able to manage the police department until a new chief is named. Mayor Jason 
Shelton is not seeking re-election, and the general election in June will determine his successor. The new 
mayor will then be able to appoint a new chief. Aguirre joined the Tupelo Police Department in 1985.

https://www.google.com/maps/place/34%C2%B018'29.9%22N+88%C2%B039'12.6%22W/@34.3083084,-88.6556957,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m13!1m6!3m5!1s0x0:0x8f77adce0eb37456!2sElvis+Presley+Lake+%26+Campground!8m2!3d34.3042627!4d-88.6476063!3m5!1s0x0:0x0!7e2!8m2!3d34.308304!4d-88.6535072


5/17 Aberdeen residents are remembering the life and service of police chief Henry Randle following 
his death on Sunday. The 50-year-old had been battling cancer. He was in his fourth term as Aberdeen’s 
police chief, beginning in 2008. As for the future of the police department, Mayor Charles Scott said the 
city will hold a special election to fill the role on a permanent basis.

5/18 Saltillo Police Chief Grant Bailey is leaving the job at the end of the month. Bailey told WTVA 9 
News he submitted his resignation on Monday. The reason? Bailey said he’s taking a break from law 
enforcement. His resignation is effective May 31. City leaders selected Bill Roberts to serve as the 
interim chief.

6/3 The police chief at Ole Miss announced his retirement after 24 years with the campus police 
department.  Ray Hawkins will retire on June 30, the university announced.  He joined the University 
Police Department as a patrolman in 1996 and became chief in 2018.

6/9 Actor Morgan Freeman and a criminal justice professor at the University of Mississippi are 
donating $1 million to the university to establish a Center for Evidence-Based Policing and Reform.  The 
university's Department of Criminal Justice and Legal Studies says the center eventually will train police 
from Mississippi and around the country.  It will include training on how police can better engage the 
community in crime prevention.

6/23 Two more names will appear on the July 6 ballot to fill the police chief vacancy. Qualifying for 
the election ended on June 16, and election commissioners initially qualified candidates, Christopher 
Dobbins and Quinell Shumpert. Commissioners disqualified candidates Tony Tillman and Lee Johnson. 
However, a hearing held Wednesday morning changed that initial ruling. Aberdeen City Clerk Melissa 
Moore said Tillman and Johnson will appear on the ballot.

6/23 On Monday, the Saltillo Board of Aldermen approved the appointment of Daniel McKinney as 
chief of police. The board also approved Jeff Brown as assistant chief of police. McKinney fills the 
vacancy previously held by Grant Bailey who resigned in May.

6/28 The Mississippi Highway Patrol is putting dozens of new troopers on the road this week. Cadet 
Class 65 will graduate Wednesday from the training academy. The graduation followed 22 weeks of 
intense law enforcement training. These new troopers will undergo an additional 12 weeks of riding 
with a field training officer before patrolling alone.

TOPIC 

Missing Persons

Program Title: WTVA 9 News 

Date: Various 

Time: Various  

Duration: Various 

https://www.wtva.com/content/news/Two-candidates-qualified-for-Aberdeen-police-chief-574664091.html
https://www.wtva.com/content/news/Two-candidates-qualified-for-Aberdeen-police-chief-574664091.html


Detailed Description:  Law enforcement calls upon us from time to time to share information in hopes of 
finding a missing person.  Sometimes, that sharing of information can be successful.  Other times, the 
search ends with family and friends getting an unwelcome outcome.  

4/29 Gordo police are asking for help locating a missing toddler.  Khilan Bell, 3, was last seen on 
Thursday, April 29 in the area of Sixth Street NW at 12:45 p.m. in Gordo.  He may be traveling in a gray 
2012 Nissan Altima with a Georgia license plate - QFJ8959.  Anyone with information about his 
whereabouts is asked to call the Gordo Police Department at 205-367-9373 or call 911.  Bell was found 
safe in neighboring Georgia.

5/26 The Tupelo mayor's office requested help from social media to find a missing 85-year-old man. 
Through a post on Facebook, the City of Tupelo - Mayor's Office said William Jumper was last seen 
Tuesday afternoon around 3. He was heading west from I-22 and Veterans Blvd. in a four-door, gray 
2009 Chevrolet truck with a Prentiss County tag. He was wearing a blue-buttoned down shirt with white 
squares and khaki pants. The Verona police chief found him the next day on Highway 45 in Baldwyn 
okay.

5/27 The Oktibbeha County sheriff said deputies found the body of a missing man. Sheriff Steve 
Gladney said searchers found the body of Darryl Harvey, 39, Wednesday afternoon. Firefighters, 
deputies, EMA personnel and OCH Regional Medical Center Employees searched an area off Brown Road 
in the county. Law enforcement reported Harvey missing on Tuesday morning after a landowner spotted 
his truck late Monday evening.

6/4 Grenada police investigators are trying to determine what happened to Jacqueline Gardner, 58, 
whose family has not seen her since May 29. According to Police Chief George Douglas, the woman left 
Tupelo on May 27 for Grenada.  A family member claimed Gardner was supposedly with two men in an 
unknown vehicle.  Grenada police later found her vehicle on June 3 at a convenience store at the corner 
of Fairfield Avenue and Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.

6/15 Corinth police are asking the public for help locating Michelle Lynn Flake.  Someone last saw the 
49-year-old on April 29 at the Southern Motel in Corinth. Anyone with information about her 
whereabouts is asked to call the Corinth Police Department at 662-286-3377.  Police reported the next 
day she was safe and okay.

TOPIC  

Economy

Program Title: WTVA 9 News  

Date: Various  

Time: Various   

Duration: Various  

Detailed Description: The pandemic put a dent in the economy, but it started picking up with the easing 
of coronavirus restrictions.  At least one company announced an expansion in the Magnolia state as well 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Gordo,+AL+35466/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x88866c76e63a29a9:0x619e18b3be7f2fcf?sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi50NW0tqTwAhVOhq0KHbmMABcQ8gEwIHoECEUQAQ


as a new plant.  One local company was an example of businesses big and small, however, in that it had 
jobs to fill but had a tough time filling them.

4/20 Power tools manufacturer Milwaukee Tool is bringing 1,200 new jobs to Mississippi.  Eight 
hundred of these jobs will be in a new facility in Grenada, and the remaining 400 will be across the 
company's existing locations in Mississippi.  Milwaukee Tool has operations in Greenwood, Jackson and 
Olive Branch.  In Grenada, the company will build a 500,000-square-foot facility in Grenada County’s I-55 
Business and Technology Park.

5/24 The Franklin Corporation wants to provide jobs to 102 people. Human Resource Manager John 
Atkinson said he has many positions to fill, especially in upholstery. Atkinson said people don’t need to 
meet any educational requirements in order to apply. Administrators will teach them what they need to 
know and help them advance in the company.

TOPIC 

Medical Marijuana

Program Title: WTVA 9 News 

Date: Various 

Time: Various 

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: State health leaders were on their way to launching a new medical marijuana 
program approved by the voters when Mississippi’s highest court issued a ruling that stopped the 
program from moving forward. It prompted discussions by lawmakers and the governor as to whether 
there should be a special session to get the program moving again.

5/14 The Mississippi Supreme Court on Friday overturned a medical marijuana initiative that voters 
approved last fall. Six justices ruled that the medical marijuana initiative is void because the state's 
initiative process is outdated. Three justices dissented. Mississippi voters in November approved 
Initiative 65, which required the state Health Department to establish a medical marijuana program by 
the middle of this year. The department has been working to create a program as even though the 
mayor of Madison sued to stop it.

5/14 Local CBD stores that planned on selling medical marijuana will have to reevaluate their plans 
after the Mississippi Supreme Court tossed the state’s new medical marijuana program. REV of Tupelo 
sells CBD products as does 1810 Vapors. They hope this ruling is only a small holdup.

5/25 People protested Tuesday near the Mississippi Capitol and the state Supreme Court building to 
demand that Gov. Tate Reeves call legislators into special session to restore a medical marijuana 
initiative that voters approved in November and justices recently overturned.  In the 6-3 ruling May 14, 
the state Supreme Court also invalidated Mississippi's entire initiative process that allows citizens to 
petition to bring issues to a statewide vote.  Justices said the process is outdated, so the medical 
marijuana proposal was not properly on the ballot.

https://apnews.com/article/ms-state-wire-mississippi-marijuana-health-4f81d577aeb2ed8a04849f62c86c707e


6/4 The leader of the organization that sponsored the voter-approved Mississippi medical marijuana 
initiative that was recently blocked by a court says the program should be changed and improved by the 
state Legislature — but not by too much.  Mississippi Medical Marijuana Association executive director 
Ken Newburger said when Initiative 65 was written, he and others made some “short-sighted” missteps, 
such as tasking the state Department of Health with running the program on its own.

6/7 Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves says he wants legislators to put a medical marijuana program 
into state law after the state Supreme Court recently overturned one that voters approved.  A majority 
of justices ruled May 14 that a medical marijuana proposal, Initiative 65, was not properly on the 
November ballot because Mississippi’s initiative process is outdated and unworkable. The ruling 
overturned voters’ approval of Initiative 65 and took away citizens’ process to put issues on the 
statewide ballot.

TOPIC 

Abortion

Program Title: WTVA 9 News 

Date: Various 

Time: Various 

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: Mississippi took center stage concerning abortion when the nation’s highest court 
made a decision many see as a signal that justices could overturn abortion rights that have been in place 
since the 1970s. State leaders expressed their optimism this decision will eventually allow a strict 
abortion law passed by the Legislature to stand.

5/17 The U.S. Supreme Court agreed Monday to a showdown over abortion in a case that could 
dramatically alter nearly 50 years of rulings on abortion rights. With three justices appointed by 
President Donald Trump part of a 6-3 conservative majority, the court is taking on a challenge to a 
Mississippi law. That law bans abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy.

6/7 Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves said Sunday that the Supreme Court's recent decision to take 
up a challenge to a restrictive abortion measure in his state is a "vehicle" for the high court to revisit Roe 
v. Wade, the landmark abortions rights case he called a "mistake.  The justices agreed last month to take 
up the challenge to Mississippi's law.  It bans most abortions after 15 weeks and makes exceptions only 
for medical emergencies or cases in which there is a "severe fetal abnormality," but not for instances of 
rape or incest. 

TOPIC  

Politics

Program Title: WTVA 9 News  

Date: Various  

https://apnews.com/article/ms-state-wire-mississippi-marijuana-health-4f81d577aeb2ed8a04849f62c86c707e
https://www.cnn.com/2021/05/17/politics/supreme-court-abortion-mississippi/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/29/politics/kentucky-abortion-law-supreme-court/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/29/politics/kentucky-abortion-law-supreme-court/index.html


Time: Various  

Duration: Various  

Detailed Description: General elections for municipal offices took center stage during this quarter with 
new mayors being elected in some cities. Also, a local official got plenty of attention for her efforts to 
get people to vote, which led to scrutiny by a local prosecutor as well as the state’s top election official.

4/6 Aberdeen residents went to the polls on Tuesday to choose a new mayor.  Charles Scott 
defeated Doug Stone to serve the remainder of Mayor Maurice Howard’s term.  Howard resigned from 
office after he pleaded guilty on February 1 to embezzlement.

4/20 The Houston Election Commission disqualified mayoral candidate Sean Johnson due to filing 
incomplete paperwork to run for office.  Johnson disagreed with the ruling but decided not to challenge 
the ruling.  This meant incumbent Stacey Parker would automatically win the mayor’s race.

4/27 Two members of the Tupelo City Council, Mike Bryan and Willie Jennings, lost their bids for re-
election Tuesday in municipal primary runoffs.  Voters in Macon elected a new mayor by 
overwhelmingly giving the job to Alderman At Large Buz McGuire in the Democratic runoff.  Former 
Louisville Police Chief L.M. Claiborne Jr. won the Democratic runoff to become the city's new alderman 
at large.  And Ripley Mayor Chris Marsalis lost the Republican runoff for alderman at large to Barry Cook 
by only 29 votes.

5/21 Congressman Trent Kelly voted against the bill to create an independent commission to 
investigate the Jan. 6 insurrection at the U.S. Capitol. Thirty-five House Republicans voted for the bill, 
including Rep. Michael Guest, also of Mississippi. Kelly said the investigation does not need to be 
partisan or driven by one committee. He does believe there should be an independent investigation 
done with the FBI and the intelligence community.

6/7 The state's top election official and a local prosecutor are looking into whether Tupelo 
Councilwoman Nettie Davis broke the law after she appeared on a video to offer a cash reward to 
people if they voted.  Secretary of State Michael Watson said in a statement Monday his office got the 
video and got reports of "local churches promoting cash prizes to encourage absentee voting in the 
same area."

6/8 Tupelo elected a new mayor on Tuesday after the incumbent decided not to run, and the 
longtime mayor of Columbus is losing in his re-election bid.  Republican Todd Jordan defeated Democrat 
Victor Fleitas to become Tupelo's new mayor and flipped the city's top elected job back to the GOP.  
Columbus Democratic Mayor Robert Smith is behind independent Keith Gaskin by 66 votes, but there 
are affidavit ballots that still must be counted to determine the winner.

6/8 Former West Point Selectman Rod Bobo cruised to victory Tuesday to become the city's first 
Black mayor.  Unofficial results show Bobo got 87 percent of the vote. Homer Ryland Junior came away 
with 13 percent.  Bobo will replace Robbie Robinson, who decided against seeking a third term as 
mayor.

6/10 After the counting of affidavits and curbside ballots, Keith Gaskin held his lead over incumbent 
Columbus mayor Robert Smith.  Gaskin had 2,907 votes while Smith had 2,867 votes. The 40-vote 



difference could still be swayed by the 53 outstanding absentee ballots. Those all must be in by Tuesday 
at 5 pm in order to count towards the election.

6/28 Mayor-elect Todd Jordan announced three city officials will continue to serve the city of Tupelo 
and its citizens under his administration. Don Lewis will continue to serve as chief operations officer. The 
same is true for Kim Hanna as chief financial officer/city clerk and Ben Logan as city attorney. There is a 
new addition. Tanner Newman will serve as the director of development services.  These appointments 
will become effective upon confirmation by the City Council on July 6. Jordan will officially become 
mayor on July 1.

TOPIC 

Broadband Expansion

Program Title: WTVA 9 News 

Date: Various 

Time: Various 

Duration: Various 

Detailed Description: The coronavirus exposed the need locally for improved broadband internet, and 
the federal government came through with funding to help make that a reality.  Local electric power 
associations are moving forward with providing broadband service during this period because of this 
government money.

4/5 Thousands of people throughout north Mississippi will soon have access to high-speed internet 
service.  This is possible thanks to $91.2 million in grants from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
to nine local power providers.  That cash should help provide internet to more than 42,000 homes and 
businesses over the next ten years.

National: 

TOPIC     

Car rammed gate at U.S. Capitol leaving two dead

Date: 4/2

Time: 12:36 pm on ABC WTVA

Duration: 1 hour 27 minutes

Detailed Description: One U.S. Capitol Police officer died and another is injured after a suspect rammed 
a vehicle into a police barricade outside the Capitol building Friday afternoon, the department's acting 
chief Yogananda Pittman told reporters during a press briefing roughly two hours after initial reports of 
the attack first surfaced. The driver also died after police shot him when he pulled a knife.



TOPIC  

President Biden on gun violence

Date: 4/8

Time: 11 am on WTVA

Duration: 26 minutes

Detailed Description: President Joe Biden announced limited steps, using his executive power to address 
gun violence Thursday -- three weeks after three mass shootings and under pressure to act.
Biden announced six actions, including asking the Department of Justice to issue a proposed rule to 
regulate the sale of so-called "ghost guns" within 30 days. Those firearms are assembled from kits of 
parts purchased online and don't have serial numbers, making them difficult to track.

TOPIC     

Coronavirus briefing with Dr. Anthony Fauci on vaccine pause

Date: 4/13

Time: 11:47 am on WTVA

Duration: 13 minutes

Detailed Description: The chief medical adviser for the White House discussed the Food and Drug 
Administration’s decision to pause giving the Johnson & Johnson coronavirus vaccine. This was so they 
could investigate a potential link to very rare blood clots. Six women between the ages of 18 and 48 
developed blood clots after receiving the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. One person died.

TOPIC     

President Biden on Afghanistan troop withdrawal

Date: 4/14

Time: 1:28 pm on ABC WTVA

Duration: 27 minutes

Detailed Description: President Joe Biden, having concluded there is no military solution to the security 
and political problems plaguing Afghanistan and determined to focus on more pressing national security 
challenges, formally announced Wednesday that U.S. troops will withdraw from the country before the 
20th anniversary of the September 11 terror attacks.

TOPIC     

Mass shooting at Indianapolis FedEx facility

Date:  4/15

Time: 2:37 am on ABC WTVA

https://abcnews.go.com/alerts/joe-biden
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/make-america-greater-voters-saved-biden-campaign-rate/story?id=76396185
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/consoler-chief-presidents-response-mass-shooting-defining-moment/story?id=76654748
https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/08/politics/taliban-attack-afghanistan-covert-base-biden-withdrawal-decision/index.html


Duration: 15 minutes 

Detailed Description: Eight people were shot dead and several others were injured in a mass shooting at 
a FedEx facility in Indianapolis Thursday night, according to authorities. The suspect, 19-year-old 
Brandon Hole -- who FedEx says was an employee at the facility from August to October 2020 -- was 
found dead from an apparent self-inflicted gunshot wound.

TOPIC

Closing arguments in Derek Chauvin trial

Date:  4/19

Time: 9 am and 10:45 am on WTVA
           9 am on ABC WTVA

Duration: 1 hour and 1 hour 15 minutes on WTVA
    7 hours 9 minutes on ABC WTVA

Detailed Description: The jury of six white people and six people heard nearly a full day of closing 
arguments in which prosecutors argued that Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin squeezed the life 
out of George Floyd last May in a way that even a child knew was wrong. The defense contended that 
the now-fired white officer acted reasonably and that the 46-year-old Floyd died of a heart condition 
and illegal drug use.

TOPIC     

Derek Chauvin trial verdict

Date:  4/20

Time: 2:42 pm and 3:25 pm on WTVA
           3:29 pm on ABC WTVA

Duration: 18 minutes and 35 minutes on WTVA
        1 hour 29 minutes on ABC WTVA

Detailed Description: Former Minneapolis Officer Derek Chauvin was convicted Tuesday of murder and 
manslaughter for pinning George Floyd to the pavement with his knee on the Black man’s neck in a case 
that triggered worldwide protests, violence and a furious reexamination of racism and policing in the 
U.S. Chauvin, 45, was immediately led away with his hands cuffed behind his back and could be sent to 
prison for decades.

TOPIC 

President Biden on new coronavirus guidelines

Date: 4/27

Time: 12:55 pm on ABC WTVA 

https://apnews.com/article/trials-us-news-death-of-george-floyd-racial-injustice-a7c9b49984016908d0bdbb385db66ec1
https://apnews.com/article/derek-chauvin-trial-verdict-live-updates-5091f975a5f11634327480e6e84ee04d
https://apnews.com/hub/death-of-george-floyd


Duration: 10 minutes

Detailed Description: President Biden expressed support for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention easing the recommendation on the wearing of masks outdoors.  The CDC said fully 
vaccinated Americans don’t need to cover their faces anymore unless they are in a big crowd of 
strangers, and the president used the change to encourage people to get vaccinated.

TOPIC 

President Biden addresses a joint session of Congress

Date: 4/28

Time: 8 pm on WTVA, ABC WTVA and WLOV 

Duration: 2 hours on WTVA and ABC WTVA
   1 hour 41 minutes on WLOV  

Detailed Description: President Joe Biden declared Wednesday night that “America is rising anew” as he 
called for an expansion of federal programs to drive the economy past the pandemic and broadly extend 
the social safety net on a scale not seen in decades. In his first address to Congress, he pointed 
optimistically to the nation’s emergence from the coronavirus scourge as a moment for America to 
prove that its democracy can still work and maintain primacy in the world.

TOPIC 

White House COVID Response Team on updated coronavirus guidelines

Date: 5/13

Time: 11:26 am on ABC WTVA

Duration: 22 minutes

Detailed Description: In a major step toward returning to pre-pandemic life, the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention eased mask-wearing guidance for fully vaccinated people on Thursday, allowing 
them to stop wearing masks outdoors in crowds and in most indoor settings.

TOPIC 

President Biden on new coronavirus guidance

Date: 5/13

Time: 2:57 pm on ABC WTVA 

Duration: 20 minutes  

“Today is a great day for America,” President Joe Biden said during a Rose Garden address heralding the 
new guidance from federal health leaders saying vaccinated people don’t have to wear masks in most 
instances. Hours earlier in the Oval Office, where Biden was meeting with vaccinated Republican 
lawmakers, he led the group in removing their masks when the guidance was announced.



TOPIC 

News conference on San Jose workplace shootings

Date: 5/26

Time: 12:50 pm on ABC WTVA

Duration: 11 minutes  

Detailed Description: An employee opened fire Wednesday at a California rail yard, killing eight people 
before taking his own life as law enforcement rushed in, authorities said, marking the latest attack in a 
year that has seen a sharp increase in mass killings as the nation emerges from coronavirus restrictions. 
The shooting took place around 6:30 a.m. in two buildings at a light rail facility for the Valley 
Transportation Authority.

TOPIC 

President Biden announces giving 500 million doses of Pfizer vaccine to countries in need

Date: 6/10

Time: 12:28 pm on ABCWTVA

Duration: 22 minutes  

Detailed Description: The U.S. will buy 500 million more doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine to share 
through the global COVAX alliance for donation to 92 lower income countries and the African Union 
over the next year. National security adviser Jake Sullivan told reporters Wednesday that Biden was 
committed to sharing vaccines because it was in the public health and strategic interests of the U.S.  

TOPIC 

President Biden meets with Russian President Putin 

Date: 6/16

Time: 10:47 am and 12:17 pm on ABC WTVA 

Duration: 21 minutes and 57 minutes respectively

Detailed Description: U.S. President Joe Biden and Russia’s Vladimir Putin exchanged cordial words and 
plotted modest steps on arms control and diplomacy but emerged from their much-anticipated Swiss 
summit Wednesday largely where they started -- with deep differences on human rights, cyberattacks, 
election interference and more. Both the White House and Kremlin had set low expectations going into 
the summit. They issued a joint statement after the conclusion that said their meeting showed the 
“practical work our two countries can do to advance our mutual interests and also benefit the world.”

TOPIC 

Supreme Court upholds Affordable Care Act

Date: 6/17



Time: 9:02 am on WTVA

Duration: 5 minutes  

Detailed Description: The Supreme Court, though increasingly conservative in makeup, rejected the 
latest major Republican-led effort to kill the national health care law known as “Obamacare” on 
Thursday, preserving insurance coverage for millions of Americans. The justices, by a 7-2 vote, left the 
entire Affordable Care Act intact in ruling that Texas, Mississippi, other GOP-led states and two 
individuals had no right to bring their lawsuit in federal court.

TOPIC 

President Biden makes Juneteenth holiday

Date: 6/17

Time: 2:45 pm on ABC WTVA 

Duration: 27 minutes  

Detailed Description: President Joe Biden signed legislation Thursday establishing a new federal holiday 
commemorating the end of slavery, saying he believes it will go down as one of the greatest honors he 
has as president. Biden signed into law a bill to make Juneteenth, or June 19, the 12th federal holiday. 
The House voted 415-14 on Wednesday to send the bill to Biden, while the Senate passed the bill 
unanimously the day before.

TOPIC 

South Florida condo building collapse

Date: 6/24

Time: 8:10 am and 11:52 am on ABC WTVA, 11:51 am on WTVA 

Duration: 20 minutes and 15 minutes on ABC WTVA, 9 minutes on WTVA  

Detailed Description: A beachfront condo building partially collapsed Thursday outside Miami, killing at 
least one person and trapping others in the tower that resembled a giant fractured dollhouse, with one 
side sheared away. Dozens of survivors were pulled out, and rescuers kept up a desperate search for 
more. A wing of the 12-story building in the community of Surfside toppled with a roar about 1:30 a.m. 
By late evening, nearly 100 people were still unaccounted for, authorities said, raising fears that the 
death toll could climb sharply.

TOPIC 

South Florida condo building collapse

Date: 6/25

Time: 7:13 am on ABC WTVA, 7:14 am on WTVA 

Duration: 18 minutes on ABC WTVA, 16 minutes on WTVA  

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20949627-california-v-texas
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/20949627-california-v-texas
https://apnews.com/hub/juneteenth


Detailed Description: Officials say there are still 159 people unaccounted for after the partial collapse of 
a beachside building in Florida. Miami-Dade Mayor Daniella Levine Cava noted Friday that rescue 
officials were still searching for survivors from the condo building collapse in Surfside, saying that a 
search and rescue mission was ongoing. Raide Jadallah, an assistant Miami-Dade County fire chief, said 
rescue operations continued throughout the night. He said that 130 firefighters are working at the site.

TOPIC 

Derek Chauvin sentencing

Date: 6/25

Time: 1:30 pm on ABC WTVA 

Duration: 1 hour 38 minutes  

Detailed Description: Former Minneapolis police Officer Derek Chauvin was sentenced Friday to 22 1/2 
years in prison for the murder of George Floyd, whose dying gasps under Chauvin’s knee led to the 
biggest outcry against racial injustice in the U.S. in generations. The punishment — which came after 
Chauvin broke his yearlong silence to offer condolences to the Floyd family and express hope that they 
eventually have “some peace of mind” — is one of the longest prison terms ever imposed on a U.S. 
police officer in the killing of a Black person.

TOPIC 

Bill Cosby released from prison

Date: 6/30 

Time: 12:10 pm on ABC WTVA 

Duration: 31 minutes   

Detailed Description: Pennsylvania’s highest court threw out Bill Cosby’s sexual assault conviction and 
released him from prison Wednesday in a stunning reversal of fortune for the comedian once known as 
“America’s Dad,” ruling that the prosecutor who brought the case was bound by his predecessor’s 
agreement not to charge Cosby. Cosby, 83, flashed the V-for-victory sign to a helicopter overhead as he 
trudged into his suburban Philadelphia home after serving nearly three years of a three- to 10-year 
sentence for drugging and violating Temple University sports administrator Andrea Constand in 2004.

https://apnews.com/article/8b486c2622de5504f1e65a606b0eac7f
https://apnews.com/article/a55d2662f200ead0da4fed9e923b60a7
https://apnews.com/article/death-of-george-floyd-sentencing-8100908fde87a11bda3f88fb7232a86d


Public Service Campaigns 

Program Title: National Guard

Date: 4/1/21 through 6/30/21

Time: ROS  

Duration:  :30 

Detailed Description: We ran 89 PSA spots to promote the Mississippi National Guard. The spot was 
supplied by the Mississippi Association of Broadcasters.


