
2020 general Schedule for
Information and Announcements:

SUNDAY
5 p.m. “The Weekly News Summary” 

 
DAILY

11:30 a.m. Event PSAs
8 a.m. Activities of the Day

9:30 a.m. & 3:30 p.m. Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative Messages and 
Tips

10:30 a.m. & 4:30 p.m. This Day in History: Shipwrecks, Events, and Music
12 Noon School News
1:30 p.m. Dare County messages
7 p.m. Night Skies
:15 and :45 Station Announcements 

 
Emergency Bulletins:
As we receive them and at the top of every hour.
Announcements at  :15, :30 and :45 



                                          NEWS:

Weekly news summary for July 5, 2020.

COVID-19 testing coming to Hatteras Island July 9
Dare County has scheduled a diagnostic and antibody COVID-19 testing event on 
Hatteras Island.
The event will be held Thursday, July 9, 2020, at the Fessenden Center in Buxton. 
This event is open to permanent residents of Dare County, ages 10 and older. 
This is not a free event. Insurance carriers, Medicaid and Medicare cover the cost 
of the diagnostic test. Mako Medical Laboratories will work with those without 
insurance.
Appointments are required. The call center is open Monday through Friday from 
8:30 to 5. 
To schedule an appointment, call 252-475-5008. On Monday, to schedule an 
appointment call 475-5008.

In North Carolina and Dare County, COVID-19 cases continue to rise
In North Carolina, lab-confirmed cases, deaths and hospitalizations increased as 
of noon July 4.
Statewide cases increased by 1,143 to a total of 71,654 overall. Hospitalizations 
are up by six patients. And, unfortunately, three more North Carolinians died 
bringing the total pandemic deaths in the state to 1,395.
The number of positive COVID-19 tests in Dare County is 131. Of the 131 cases, 74 
are residents and 59 are non-residents. Resident cases considered active number 
35. Two patients are currently hospitalized. 33 are in home isolation. 20 of the 
non-resident cases are in isolation in Dare County.
In the month of July, Dare County has logged 36 new coronavirus cases.
On June 30, Dare County health department partnered with Mako Medical 
Laboratories to host an Antibody and Diagnostic testing for COVID-19. 508 
individuals were tested at this event. As of Friday, July 3, these results were 
returned: 343 antibody results returned. 8 positive results and 335 Negative; 375 
diagnostic results returned. Seven positive results and 4 inconclusive.
Area healthcare providers are experiencing a delay in receiving results from the 
commercial laboratories. The turn-around time to receive results is now taking on 
average 4 days.



This delay is being experienced across the region due to difficulty in obtaining the 
reagents required to do the testing, reported Mandy Cohen, Secretary of the 
North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services.

Strong message issued by Dare Health Director
In a message issued late on July 2, Dare County Health Director Sheila Davies 
issued a powerful statement.
In her opening statement, she reported that over the past 10 days, 27 of the 
reported cases “are directly linked to spread that originated from individuals 
attending a large party, acquiring the virus and then spreading the virus to other 
friends and family members, one of whom is now hospitalized.”
She reported that that contact tracers “have been hung up on and spoken to 
inappropriately when they have called. Additionally, people have refused to 
cooperate, refused to provide critical information for contact tracing and 
indicated they will not comply with quarantine and isolation orders.”
Health Director Davies has issued formal isolation and quarantine orders to a 
number of individuals.
“A quarantine order is issued to someone who has been identified as a direct 
contact of a laboratory confirmed positive case and requires the individual to stay 
at home for up to 14 days. An isolation order is issued to an individual who has 
tested positive for the COVID-19 virus and that individual must stay in isolation 
until otherwise directed by the health department based on the presence of 
symptoms or time in isolation.”
Violating a quarantine order or an isolation order is a misdemeanor offense 
pursuant to NC law G.S. 130A-25 and punishable by up to 2 years imprisonment. 
“I cannot stress enough the how critically important it is to follow the guidance 
and NC Executive Orders.”
She summarizes those requirements: “Do not host or attend indoor gatherings 
with more than 10 people or outdoor gatherings with more than 25 people. 
Maintain physical distance of at least 6 feet from individuals who you do not 
share a household with, wear a face covering if you cannot socially distance, and 
wash your hands frequently.
Said the director: “These are really simple. People just need to be responsible and 
do them!”



Some restaurants drastically affected by COVID-19
Due to COVID-19 testing results, some Hatteras Island restaurants have posted 
change notices on social media.
Several Hatteras Island restaurants are closed, or offering take out or outside 
dining only.
Restaurant closures were posted when owners were notified an employee tested 
positive or an employee had close contact with an infected person. 
Some restaurants closed immediately while all employees got COVID-19 tests and 
awaited for results.
Look for updates on restaurant status on Facebook or drive by or call.

Ocracoke Express Passenger Ferry Resumed Service Friday
North Carolina Department of Transportation’s Ferry Division resumed passenger 
ferry service between Hatteras and Ocracoke on July 3 after the final approval 
and signing of Senate Bill 750.
The bill includes up to $1.14 million to lease and operate the Ocracoke Express 
passenger ferry through Sept. 10. The ferry is making three daily round trips 
between Hatteras village docks and the Silver Lake Terminal, located in Ocracoke 
Village.
The ferry leaves Hatteras at 9:30 in the morning and 1 and 4:30 in the afternoon 
and departs Ocracoke at 11 in the morning and 3 and 8 in the afternoon and 
evening.
On Friday, four passengers boarded the 4:30 leaving Hatteras intending to have 
dinner on Ocracoke and return on the 8 o’clock from Silver Lake.
A one-way trip takes about 70 minutes.
The fare is $5 one way for adults with an additional $1 for bicycles. Children 3 and 
under ride for free. A free tram operated by Hyde County will be available soon to 
shuttle visitors around the village. Golf carts and bicycles are available for rent 
from private vendors. 
Passengers can purchase tickets directly at the Hatteras or Ocracoke-Silver Lake 
Terminals on a first-come, first-served basis. Reservations are available at 
ncferry.org or by calling 1-800-BY-FERRY.
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, passengers are limited to 96 for each trip. When 
inside and outside face coverings are strongly recommended. Enhanced cleaning 
protocols are in place.
No refreshments are offered at this time, so passengers may bring bottled water 
and snacks with them when they board.

https://www.ncdot.gov/travel-maps/ferry-tickets-services/Pages/default.aspx


New Flood insurance tool from Dare’s IT folks
New flood insurance rate maps took effect June 19. In conjunction with this 
event, the Dare County Department of Information Technology released a new 
flood map tool.
This online app is simple to use, reports Business correspondent Tom Hranicka.
All you do is enter the street address of the property in which you are interested. 
A screen will appear displaying two panes. The left panel shows the old 2006 
flood rating maps while the right panel displays the current, new flood zone 
information.
The new flood map tool can be found at g i s dot dare county n c dot gov slash 
flood zones.
The advice from Dare County authorities is to not cancel your flood insurance if 
the new maps place you in a lower risk flood zone. The county’s slogan is “Low 
risk is not no risk.”

NWS totals June temps and rain
The June 2020 weather summary issued by the National Weather Service, 
Newport/Morehead City shows Cape Hatteras with a mean temperature of 77.9 
degrees. That temperature was 2.8 degrees above normal.
The highest temperature recorded at Cape Hatteras was 91 degrees on June 29. 
The lowest was 57 degrees recorded on June 1. 
For June, the actual rainfall recorded at Cape Hatteras was 9 inches. Normal 
rainfall for the month of June is 4 inches.
It was a hot July Fourth. At 2 p.m., the temperature at Frisco was 93 degrees.

Unemployment in Dare County set a new record for the month of May.
Data from the North Carolina Department of Commerce shows Dare County’s 
unemployment rate at 19.6 percent in May, with 4,050 people submitting a 
jobless claim from a workforce of 20,646.
Only one other North Carolina county had a higher unemployment rate 
The previous high for the month of May was set in 2011 at 10.5 percent.
Dare’s jobless figure in April was an all-time record of 24.5 percent.

Upcoming.



On Saturday next week, remember the Hatteras Village Fish Fry. The fish fry starts 
at 5 o’clock at the village Fire Station. Small plate is $9 and a large plate is $13. 
Take out only. 

Dare County Board of Commissioners will conduct a special meeting at 8:30 a.m., 
Monday, July 6 in Manteo. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic distancing guidelines, 
the meeting will be streamed live on the Dare County YouTube channel
The board will conduct a closed session to consult with an attorney on two cases.
During the open session, the commissioners will discuss and take appropriate 
action on the following:
 a request for placing of Bonner Bridge demolition material on an artificial reef 
near Carteret County; and
 a request from the Dare County Tourism Board to approve the use of up to 
$25,000 from the Tourism Board's Short-Term Restricted Fund for traffic control 
(off-duty or overtime officers) at the US158/Ocean Boulevard intersection during 
the 2020 peak season summer months.

Please do your part to slow the spread of the coronavirus by wearing a cloth face 
covering; practicing physical distancing; and washing hands often.

Stay safe. Stay well. From all of us at Radio Hatteras, thank you for listening. 

Weekly News Summary for July 12, 2020.

COVID-19 cases continue to rise statewide and in Dare County
On Saturday, July 11, The North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services reported the state’s highest one-day number of laboratory-confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, 2,462 cases. It is the highest one-day increase to date.
Hospitalizations are also at a record high with 1,093 people currently hospitalized 
with COVID-19.
By now it’s a familiar refrain: to slow the spread of COVID-19 everyone must wear 
a face covering over your nose and mouth, wait six feet apart and wash your 
hands often.



The state has initiatives on a multiple fronts. For example, a program is surging 
testing and contact tracing into communities hardest hit by coronavirus.
A statewide Standing Order for COVID-19 diagnostic testing was issued this past 
week. The order means individuals are not required to have a local doctor’s 
referral to be tested for the virus. 
An example of expanding testing happened on July 9 at the Fessenden Center in 
Buxton.
Nearly 300 individuals were tested at that clinic. Results from this testing event 
are expected to be available by Monday, July 13 and will be summarized in an 
update Tuesday, July 14.
Another Dare County testing clinic will be held on Tuesday, July 14, 2020, starting 
at 1 o’clock at Dare County Parks & Recreation located at 602 Mustian St, Kill 
Devil Hills. Individuals can register for an appointment for the diagnostic test, the 
antibody test, or both.
To schedule an appointment, call 252-475-5008. The call center is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Dare Health department expects dramatic case increase
On Saturday afternoon, the number of positive COVID-19 tests in Dare County 
was 194. Of the 194 cases, 113 are county residents and 81 are non-residents. 50 
of the resident cases are considered active. One is currently hospitalized out of 
the area and 49 are in home isolation. 16 of the non-resident cases are in isolation 
in Dare County. 
Of the 10 new resident cases, four individuals are 17 and under, two are between 
18 and 24, three are between 25 and 49 and one is 50 to 64 years of age.
In five days, 41 new positive cases were identified in Dare County.
The Friday county update reports the majority of cases are the result of direct 
contact with a positive case. Often this direct contact is occurring before the 
individual who is positive develops symptoms. This speaks to the critical 
importance of limiting direct contact and maintaining physical distance to others.
The health department continues to see a large number of direct contacts 
associated with many of the positive cases which indicates our numbers are very 
likely to increase dramatically in the week ahead.
Friday, Dare County update pleaded “Please help support your friends, family 
members, co-workers and neighbors in following the 3Ws. We don’t need finger 
pointing and blame, we need cooperation and cohesiveness. We have a strong 
community - we can get through this together!”



COVID-19 affects Hatteras Island
On the state COVID-19 website, a map and list show COVID-19 cases by zip codes. 
The total numbers of zip code cases don’t match the state’s total for Dare 
residents or Dare’s total.

The numbers do give some idea of where the virus is.
On July 11, Buxton had 16 cases, Frisco 6 and Avon 8. The other island villages 
show zero, but that could be due to a population parameter to protect privacy.
In the northern beaches, Kill Devil Hills with Colington shows 27 cases and Kitty 
Hawk which includes Southern Shores and Duck shows 15.
This week, some restaurants on Hatteras Island reopened after being temporarily 
closed while waiting for staff test results.
Open restaurants are now offering take-out and/or outside dining. 
Cape Hatteras Anglers Club canceled its surf fishing tournament due to the 
uncertainty brought by COVID-19.
On July 10, the board of directors of Cape Hatteras Anglers Club announced the 
cancellation of all club events for the remainder of 2020. This includes the 63rd 
Annual Invitational Surf Fishing Tournament. 
Also included in the cancellation are all Bingo games and monthly members 
meetings.
Regarding the tournament, team captains who have sent entry forms and fees 
may call 252-995-4253 to discuss a refund or credit for the 2021 tournament.

Expect two big COVID-19 decisions next week
Governor Roy Cooper is expected to announce decisions on how to reopen the 
state’s public schools and whether to move the state into another phase of 
reopening.
The governor delayed the school decision, which was expected July 1. 
Dare County Schools solicited public comment on three ways a hybrid plan could 
be implemented.
Friday, July 17 is the day previously calendared for a decision about moving to 
phase III of the state’s reopening plan. Under the current phase, bars and gyms 
are closed and face coverings are required statewide.

Now, for some news that is not about the virus.
Cape Point is open to walkers



At 10 a.m., Tuesday, July 7, Cape Hatteras National Seashore opened walking 
access along with a tenth of a mile more for off road vehicles. From the current 
beach driving boundary to Cape Point is an 800-foot walk.
Driving access will enlarge Monday, July 20, assuming no shorebird nesting 
activity.
Mike Barber, Public Affairs Specialist for the Outer Banks Group of National Parks, 
reported that last year, Cape Point was closed to both pedestrians and beach 
driving until Aug. 5, 2019. This year’s pedestrian closure lasted 45 days, and the 
driving closure is expected to last for 58 days total.
On Thursday, July 9, the Resource Management Field Summary showed 138 sea 
turtle nests on all seashore beaches. On Hatteras Island, 95 of the 138 nests have 
been counted.
About shorebirds, colonial waterbird chicks on Hatteras Island number 75. 
Counted fledglings are 70. Only one piping plover chick has been counted. Two 
active piping plover nests remain, one at Cape Point and one on South Ocracoke. 
American Oystercatchers have 5 active nests remaining with 7 chicks. Four 
fledglings have been counted.

Tropical Storm Fay left quickly 
A low pressure system lingered off the Outer Banks and became Tropical Storm 
Fay Thursday afternoon
The system brought showers, and at times heavy rain, to Rodanthe but very little 
precipitation on the southern end of the island. Winds remained light.
The National Weather Service warned of dangerous rip currents for Hatteras 
Island beaches, Friday and Saturday.
On Friday, surfers jammed NC 12 shoulders north of Rodanthe to catch some Fay 
waves.

Legislators Leave Raleigh
The NC General Assembly adjourned on Wednesday, July 8, to reconvene in early 
September. ‘
When legislators return in September they will address COVID-19 and CARES Act 
appropriations, per the adjournment resolution.

National Income Tax Day is July 15, 2020
The deadline to file and pay federal income taxes is July 15, 2020.



The IRS says for those who can't file by the July 15, 2020 deadline, everyone is 
eligible to request an extension to file their return.
The 2019 income tax filing and payment deadlines for all taxpayers who file and 
pay their Federal income taxes on April 15, 2020, were automatically extended 
until July 15, 2020. This relief applies to all individual returns, trusts, and 
corporations. This relief is automatic, taxpayers do not need to file any additional 
forms or call the IRS to qualify.

Penalties and interest begin to accrue on any remaining unpaid balances as of July 
16, 2020. 

Cape Hatteras Electric Awards Sharing Success Grants
Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative has presented two local non-profits with grant 
money made possible through the CoBank Sharing Success Grant Program. 
CoBank is a national cooperative bank that serves rural areas. The Cape Hatteras 
United Methodist Men and Port Health Services were the recipients of this year’s 
grant money.  
The cooperative gave $5,000 to the Methodist Men, which was met with an 
additional $5,000 from CoBank, to help support the organization’s relief efforts in 
the wake of COVID-19.
The cooperative also gave $2,500 to Port Health Services, which was met with an 
additional $2,500 from CoBank, to support the newly opened facility in Hatteras 
Village. 
Port Health Services works to improve the lives, health and well-being of 
individuals and families dealing with substance use and mental health disorders 
by providing a comprehensive range of services.
This donation was made in memory of Sandy Gray, who worked at Cape Hatteras 
Electric for over 40 years. Sandy and his wife Jackie were founding members of 
the Yellow House Ministry, which shares a similar mission as Port Health. 

It’s National Ice Cream Day Sunday, July 19
Actually, July is National Ice Cream Month
The International Dairy Foods Association says Americans consume about 23 
gallons of ice cream each year, on average.
“You scream! I scream! We all scream for ice cream!” is the familiar refrain for the 
nation’s most favorite frozen treat.



Most ice cream companies are family owned and have been in operation for more 
than 50 years!
It is impossible to say how exactly ice cream reached America, but it likely arrived 
with European settlers in the early 1700s, writes Tori Avey. 
In 1790, the first ice cream parlor opened in New York. 
So, on Sunday, July 19, enjoy ice cream from one of the several places on Hatteras 
Island that serve the treat and celebrate National Ice Cream Day.
 
Stay safe. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for July 19, 2020.

On Monday, July 20, two important meetings will be held.
The first is the Dare County Board of Education meeting, starting at 2 o’clock At 
the meeting, Dare County Schools staffers will present options for reopening 
schools for the 2020-2021 school term. The Board of Education with decide which 
option to choose for Dare County Schools.
To listen to the meeting, go to the system’s website dare to learn dot org and click 
on the meeting notice.
The second meeting starts at 5 o’clock in the Dare County Commissioners meeting 
room in Manteo. This is the board’s only regularly scheduled meeting for July.
The commissioners will receive reports on the Dare County Opportunity 
Scholarships and essential housing needs. The board will take action on grant 
applications for dredging maintenance in Hatteras Inlet and permit modifications 
for sidecasting and building a widener in Oregon Inlet.
To listen to this meeting, go to you tube dot com slash dare county.

COVID-19 update from Dare 
This past week, Dare County Health and Human Services has announced 49 new 
COVID 19 positive tests, bringing the total number of positive tests in the county 
to 255.
As of Saturday, 5:30, residents account for 145 of the positive tests; non-residents 
110.



Of the 140 residents with positive tests, 55 are in home isolation, three are 
hospitalized, one has died and 86 have recovered or been asymptomatically 
cleared.
Of the three hospitalized, one was reported July 17 is a male resident 65 and 
older; one was reported July 15 is a female resident 65 and over; the third is also 
a resident male 65 and older. Two are hospitalized out of the area. One is in Dare 
County.
Of the 106 non-residents with positive tests, 35 have transferred isolation to a 
home county. Some 14 remain in isolation in Dare County, one is hospitalized and 
60 have recovered or been asymptomatically cleared.
Combining the 56 active positive resident cases with the 14 non-residents in 
isolation in Dare shows that 70 people in Dare County are currently identified 
with coronavirus.
The past week, a dozen cases were not connected. “It is unclear how these 
individuals acquired the virus which indicates community spread,” reports the 
Friday afternoon update from Dare County Health and Human Services.
Another testing clinic will be held Tuesday, July 28, 2020, starting at 1 p.m. at 
Dare County Center located at 950 Marshall Collins Drive, Manteo. Individuals can 
register for an appointment for the diagnostic test, the antibody test, or both. 
Registration is required. 
To schedule an appointment, call 252-475-5008. The call center is open Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
On Saturday, July 18, 2020, North Carolina reported 2,481 new COVID-19 cases in 
the state. It is the highest single day increase during this pandemic.

Man dies while swimming off the beach at Cape Hatteras National Seashore, 
Ocracoke Island 
Sunday morning, July 12, a 65-year-old man from Chester Heights, Pennsylvania, 
died in the Atlantic Ocean off a beach on Ocracoke Island in Cape Hatteras 
National Seashore.
Seashore Rangers received a call at 11:15 a.m. regarding a swimmer who had 
been missing for approximately 15 minutes near the Pony Pen beach on Ocracoke 
Island.
After arriving at the scene, a Cape Hatteras National Seashore Ranger spotted the 
individual face down about 60 yards from the beach.
A Cape Hatteras seashore lifeguard retrieved the man and brought him to shore.



Rangers, Hyde County Emergency Medical Services staff, and Good Samaritans 
administered CPR; however, efforts were not successful.
A large rip current was spotted at the site where the swimmer went missing.

A safety message from NCDOT
North Carolina Department of Transportation sent a safety message to water 
sports enthusiasts.
The agency warned kiteboarders, windsurfers, jet ski users and kayakers to stay 
clear of the Rodanthe Bridge project at the north end of the village.
The area is considered an active construction zone and water users are asked to 
stay at least a football field away from the construction activity for safety reasons.

Avon pier opened Friday
The Avon pier reopened Friday, July 17. The pier has been closed this year 
because of damages sustained during multiple storms in 2019 and early 2020, 
writes Tom Hranicka, the Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent.
Initially the first 400 feet of the pier will be open while repairs proceed at the end 
of the pier.

Visitation is up on Hatteras Island
The Cape Hatteras National Seashore announced that June visitation was the 
second highest since the seashore was established in 1953. Seashore visitation 
was up 4 percent over June 2019.
Vacation rental agencies are also reporting record occupancy levels with all 
accommodations rented. The full occupancy is easy to see at night. Take a ride on 
NC 12 through Avon and the island’s northern villages. Rental cottages are all lit 
up.

Statistics show effects of spring shutdown
Between mid-March and mid-May, visitors were prohibited from entering Dare 
County. The result of that shut-down is evident in revenue collections.
Meal tax receipts were down 51.7 percent over the first five months of 2019. 
Occupancy tax receipts were just at 51 percent lower, reports Tom Hranicka.

Home sales lower, but expected to improve



Home sales through June were 6.8 percent lower than during the January to June 
2019 period, reports, Tom Hranicka. The median sale price remained basically flat 
at $333,750.
But, properties under contract to be sold, a leading indicator of future sales were 
up a whopping 136.5 percent over last year.
Hranicka writes, if there is any warning sign on the horizon, it would be that the 
inventory of homes for sale is 22 percent lower than it was in June 2019. The 
available supply of homes can be expected to significantly tighten in the second 
half of the year. 

Dare Sheriff’s June blotter shows crimes on Hatteras
On June 14, 15 and 17, purses were stolen in Rodanthe, Waves and Salvo.
Medication was stolen from a car in Hatteras. Money was stolen from a vehicle in 
Waves. 
On June 19, kayaks were stolen in Rodanthe. And on June 20, fishing rods were 
stolen in Frisco.

North Carolina remains in recovery Phase 2 until August 7
Reminders of what is in Phase 2 follows:
Mass gathering limits include no more than 10 people indoors or 25 people 
outdoors in most circumstances. These limits apply to event venues, conference 
centers, stadiums and sports arenas, amphitheaters, and groups at parks or 
beaches.
Some businesses will continue to remain closed, including bars, night clubs, gyms 
and indoor fitness facilities, indoor entertainment venues such as movie theaters.
Certain businesses remain open at limited capacity and with distancing and 
cleaning requirements. The capacity restriction is 50 percent of the fire occupancy 
number for restaurants for dine-in; personal care businesses, including salons and 
barbers; and pools
Retail businesses allowed to open in Phase 1 at 50% capacity continue at that 
level.
Childcare facilities, day camps and overnight camps remain open with enhanced 
cleaning and screening requirements. 

Show beach driving permits



Starting Monday, July 20, Cape Hatteras National Seashore will once again require 
all permitted off-road vehicle users display proof of permit on their windshields or 
dashboards.
For a limited period, the Seashore accepted proof of ORV permit on mobile 
devices for those permitted ORV users that couldn’t print the proof of permit. 
Effective, July 20, 2020, display of proof of permit on digital devices is no longer 
an acceptable method to display proof of permit. The Seashore has also 
developed a solution for ORV permit holders who cannot print their permit for 
display in their vehicles.

The Seashore is providing self-certification cards that can be used to write in all 
required proof of permit information, including signature of permittee. Once 
signed, the self-certification card must be placed in the windshield or dashboard 
of vehicle to be valid. Self-certification cards will be available outside all Seashore 
visitor centers and in many local tackle shops.
If you have purchased an annual permit, display your printed proof of permit until 
you receive the sticker in the mail and can display it. Using the print-at-home 
option to print the proof of ORV permit is the preferred method.

Two fishing closures this week
The commercial harvest of Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel northern 
zone in federal waters will close at 12:01 a.m., July 22, 2020 and will re-open on 
March 1, 2021. The northern zone for Atlantic migratory group Spanish mackerel 
includes federal waters from North Carolina through New York. During the 
commercial closure, harvest or possession of Spanish mackerel in or from the 
northern zone federal waters is limited to the recreational bag and possession 
limits while the recreational sector is open, but those fish may not be sold.
Commercial landings are projected to reach the commercial quota for Atlantic 
migratory group Spanish mackerel northern zone. According to the accountability 
measure, harvest must close to prevent the quota from being exceeded.
The commercial hook-and-line component for golden tilefish in federal waters of 
the South Atlantic will close at 12:01 a.m., July 23, 2020.
The 2020 commercial catch limit for the golden tilefish hook-and-line component 
is 82,935 pounds gutted weight. Commercial landings are projected to reach the 
commercial catch limit and harvest must close to prevent the catch limit from 
being exceeded. 



 

Blood drive Thursday; make appointment
Our Lady of the Seas is hosting an American Red Cross blood drive Thursday, July 
23 from 11 to 4 at 48478 NC 12 in Buxton. To schedule an appointment, visit Red 
Cross Blood dot org and enter Our Lady or 27920. All blood donations are now 
tested for COVID-19 antibodies. Test results will be available 7 to10 days after a 
successful donation.

About High School sports
The North Carolina High School Athletic Association has delayed the start of fall 
sports until at least September 1. The first five student days of the upcoming 
school year are designated as a “dead period” for all sports.

Be safe out there. Stay well.  This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for July 26, 2020.

It was and will be really hot!
Dangerously hot conditions reign over eastern North Carolina.
Last week, Hatteras Island recorded five consecutive days with heat index values 
over 100 degrees.
The National Weather Service issued heat advisories in effect from noon to 8 at 
night.
And, expect more heat advisories through Tuesday.
The National Weather Service predicts heat index values will reach around 105 on 
Monday and 105 to 110 degrees on Tuesday.

COVID-19 updates for Hatteras Island
On Saturday, July 25, Dare County Health and Human Services announced the 
total number of COVID-19 positive tests in the county is 313. Some 80 are 
considered active.



Dare County residents account for 181 of the positive tests; non-residents 132.
Of the 181 residents with positive tests, 72 are in home isolation; two are 
hospitalized; one has died and 106 have recovered or been asymptomatically 
cleared.
State figures by zip code as of June 25 show overall cases in Avon numbered 10, in 
Buxton 24 and Frisco 8. The remaining villages are not showing any cases but that 
could be due to population parameters.
In Dare County, the zip code reporting the highest number of cases is for Kill Devil 
Hills with 62 cases overall.
On Saturday, July 25, North Carolina lab-confirmed cases reached 111,092, a daily 
increase of 2,097 cases. Some 1,168 North Carolinians are hospitalized with 
COVID-19. Across the state, 1,778 people have died from this disease. 

Two COVID-19 testing clinics are scheduled; one in Manteo; another in Ocracoke
A Dare County testing clinic will be held Tuesday, July 28, 2020, starting at 1 
o’clock at Dare County Center located at 950 Marshall Collins Drive, Manteo. 
Individuals can register for an appointment for the diagnostic test, the antibody 
test, or both.
Registration is required. To schedule an appointment, call 252-475-5008. The call 
center is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 5 
On Thursday, July 30, Hyde County Health Department is sponsoring a Drive 
Through COVID-19 testing clinic in Ocracoke. Diagnostic testing will be offered 
starting at 2 p.m. at the NPS Ocracoke Boat Ramp Parking Lot.
Residents from Hyde and Dare counties age 10 years and older are eligible for this 
clinic.

Dare County students are going to school remotely
On Monday afternoon, Dare County’s Board of Education spent three hours 
exploring options for opening school for the 2020-2021 school term.
Around 5 o’clock, on a 5 to 2 vote, the board elected to start the term with 
remote learning for the first quarter, which ends October 23.
Remote learning was called Option 4 in the five options presented. 
This form of education will be available for pre-K through 12th grades.

Hatteras fire station break-in reported
Shortly after midnight on Wednesday and Thursday, July 15 and 16, a young man 
rode his bike and parked at the Hatteras Volunteer Fire Station.



Twice, he entered the station through a window.
The station has key pad locks and numerous cameras. Video was reviewed.
He was filmed going through components in each apparatus.
The suspect took trauma scissors, a pen light and bandages, estimated at $200 in 
value.
Anyone with information about this crime or who can identify this person, contact 
the Dare County Sheriff’s Office Crimeline at 252-473-3111 or 800-745-2746.

Cape Point opened to beach drivers
Monday morning, July 20, at 8 o’clock, Cape Point reopened to off-road vehicles. 
This season, Cape Point in Buxton closed May 23. 
On Tuesday, July 7, Cape Hatteras National Seashore reopened walking access to 
the tip of Cape Point using a shoreline corridor.
A beach driving permit is required to drive on the Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore. Permits are available 24/7 at recreation dot gov.

Happening in the Cape Hatteras National Seashore
Cape Hatteras National Seashore experienced the second-highest level of June 
visitation since the establishment of the Seashore in 1953. June’s visitation is an 
increase of almost 4% over last June.
Sea turtles have nested 192 times on seashore beaches so far this season. 
Loggerhead nests number 182, greens 6 and Kemp ridley’s 4. Pea Island has 15 
nests with 12 loggerheads and three greens. To learn about upcoming sea turtle 
nest excavations, call 252-475-9629.
American oystercatchers have produced 6 fledglings with 5 chicks remaining.
Colonial waterbirds have 59 fledglings and 39 active chicks.
One piping plover chick remains at Cape Point. So far, no fledglings have been 
counted.
Remember lifeguards are on duty from 9 to 5 daily at Coquina Beach, Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse Beach, Frisco Beach, and Ocracoke Beach. 

Ferry schedules and programs
Because of shoaling in the channel outside Ocracoke’s Silver Lake, ferry schedules 
between Ocracoke and Swan Quarter have been reduced.
Residents and visitors planning to use these route are urged to check revised 
schedules to be sure travel plans along the Outer Banks Scenic Byway are not 
interrupted.



The passenger ferry between Ocracoke and Hatteras village is now operating. 
Make the trip on Wednesdays and Saturdays for a treat.
On those days, Cape Hatteras National Seashore rangers are riding the passenger 
ferry providing seashore information and interpretive programs on the 9:30 from 
Hatteras and the 2:30 from Ocracoke.

Fish stock overview released
The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries released its annual Stock Overview of state 
managed marine fisheries species.
The 2020 North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries Stock Overview reviews 
available information, such as long-term trends in catch, biological data and 
management, through 2019 to determine the overall condition of North 
Carolina’s state-managed species. 
Highlights of this year’s stock overview for state managed species include:
Estuarine Striped Bass – Amendment 2 to the N. C. Estuarine Striped Bass Fishery 
Management Plan is under development
Shrimp – Additional gear restrictions were implemented in 2019 as part of the 
Shrimp Fishery Management Plan Amendment 1. Development of Amendment 2 
is underway.
Southern Flounder – The 2019 stock assessment of southern flounder in the 
south Atlantic indicated that the stock is overfished and overfishing is occurring. 
Controversial Amendment 2 to the Southern Flounder Fishery Management Plan 
was approved in August 2019 resulting in commercial and recreational season 
closures, as well as other management measures, to reduce harvest and end 
overfishing. Development of Amendment 3 is underway.
Spotted Seatrout – Recreational and commercial landings in 2019 increased 
compared to the previous years, but there is no indication that the stock is at risk. 
A benchmark stock assessment for spotted seatrout is underway in 2020 
coinciding with the scheduled fishery management plan review, and it will 
incorporate data through 2019.
Blue Crab – Results of the 2018 benchmark stock assessment indicate the blue 
crab stock is overfished and overfishing is occurring. Amendment 3 to the Blue 
Crab Fishery Management Plan was approved in February 2020, and management 
measures were implemented to address the overfished status and end 
overfishing.

New fortified roof grant available

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=9wckuhLAGbrXiq5-2FY2mKpH53xwbSVWSgSE000NT733ahGy8hZNGJpoKY1vo3bl7hKiO7pYfngmtYNSrZxdqPqA-3D-3DGA5K_O3XWFiAdWrzzrOIt72qAuJnAwjLpLt2b-2FMYnRcSEFtemHtawOY-2FShl4xisFEpQrkUq3zrX5VB4j7e0wCbW35zHKuveg37kmXBLrxI9SsG4XuyPCpQfSE0VfCsR1Z88athr1OeOdRt9qa1DPmpxMyXHw2uzCaG59BSlm52Auzm7ZvQZY3YVp-2BNNnp4HaNDh1RJhCeLBsBj3kIqZSwIcjtKiQglik0LmLLumikNrb6MgSsGXP4QoH51JHWisnkrWjK0dDjQDacb6FXhejKf0X9rsH50P44rvC33wnvn5dPybAV03HRT6yzFFseEqeH2rh83i0EFkp-2FVrqeRq7UD5xf2YV9Kpx5Umwfuc0vbgbIVak-3D


The North Carolina Insurance Underwriters Association has announced a new 
fortified roof grant program, reports Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent Tom 
Hranicka.
A limited number of grants for up to $6,000 are available to homeowners who 
have wind insurance policies with the underwriters association.
The program runs to September 10. 
Fortified roofs use high-wind rated roof coverings, a sealed roof deck system and 
in some cases roof mounted vents to reduce the potential for water entering the 
home through the roof.
Information and grant application are available on strengthen your roof dot com 
or by calling 1-844-627-6637.

Great American Outdoors Act passes U.S. House
On July 22, 2020, the Great American Outdoors Act passed the U.S. House on a 
310-107 vote. 
The legislation addresses long-standing maintenance needs of the National Park 
Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well as three other federal land 
agencies and sets up permanent funding for a conservation fund.
President Donald Trump has promised to sign the bill.
The Great American Outdoors Act creates a five-year National Parks and Public 
Lands Legacy Fund for addressing the deferred maintenance of the National Park 
Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, the U.S. Forest Service, the Bureau of Land 
Management, and the Bureau of Indian Education.
The National Park and Public Lands Legacy Fund will receive 50% of all federal 
revenues from the development of oil, gas, coal, or alternative renewable energy 
on federal land and waters. 
The total to be spent is $9.5 billion over five years.
The second part of the legislation is permanently funding for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund.
Once the legislation is signed, $900 million will be available annually to the 
conservation fund. The monies come from royalties earned from offshore oil and 
gas revenues. 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund, created in 1965, has two portions, one 
federal and one state. The federal portion is used to acquire appropriate in-
holdings within national parks and other priority projects of federal land agencies. 
The state portion funds development of outdoor recreation facilities throughout 
the United States and territories. 



Dare County and the National Weather Service to Host Virtual Hurricane 
Preparedness Forum
Dare County Emergency Management Director Drew Pearson and Erik Heden, the 
National Weather Service local Warning Coordination Meteorologist, are 
presenting a virtual Hurricane Preparedness Forum.
The forum is set for Wednesday, July 29, 2020 at 10:30 in the morning. 
The forum will present important information on personal preparedness actions 
and updates on weather service forecast products. Topics include adapting 
preparedness efforts to meet the challenges presented by COVID-19 and why it’s 
important to never just focus on the category of a storm but instead focus on the 
impacts. 
To register for the virtual forum, go to the Dare County website, dare n c dot com, 
and look for the forum announcement for the link to register.
Contact Drew Pearson at 252-475-5655 with any questions.

Barbecue fundraiser on Saturday
A barbecue fundraiser is set for Saturday, August 1 at the Salvo Fire Hall.
The event runs from 5 to 7 in the evening. Take out pork barbecue, slaw, baked 
beans, and a roll. 
All proceeds go to Clark’s Bethel and Fair Haven United Methodist churches.
Donation only. Take out only.

Be safe out there. Stay well.  This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for August 2, 2020.

Tropical storm coming 
The storm track is set and timing and intensity of the tropical storm calculated. 
At 11 this morning, the National Hurricane Center issued a tropical storm watch 
for the North Carolina Coast from Surf City to Duck, including the Pamlico and 
Albemarle Sounds.
This means tropical storm conditions are expected within 48 hours.
The tropical storm is about 120 miles south southeast of Cape Canaveral, Florida. 



Maximum sustained winds are 65 miles per hour. The storm is travelling north 
northwest at 8 miles per hour. Storm force winds extend outward 115 miles.
The storm center tracks through Greenville and Rocky Mount.
Sustained wind speeds for the Outer Banks are predicted to vary between 37 and 
40 miles per hour with gusts from 47 to 53 miles per hour.
There is the potential for a few tornadoes anywhere across Eastern North 
Carolina. Tornadoes can occur well ahead and away from the center of the storm.
Along the Outer Banks, rainfall is expected to total from a quarter inch to an inch.

Storm Announcements
Hatteras Island remains under a mandatory evacuation order for visitors, 
residents and property owners.
The evacuation order was effective Friday, July 31 at noon for visitors and at 6 on 
Saturday morning for residents and property owners.
As of Sunday morning, local officials decided not to issue evacuation orders for 
north of Oregon Inlet.
Dare County has published a revised garbage collection schedule.
Residential trash will be collected in Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo and Avon on 
Monday morning.
Put trash cans out tonight, Sunday, August 2.
Commercial trash will be collected Monday, August 3.
Staffers with Cape Hatteras National Seashore closed Oregon Inlet, Cape Point, 
and Frisco campgrounds at 10 Sunday morning. 
All off-road vehicle ramps in the Cape Hatteras National Seashore are now closed. 
The ramps will reopen for beach access after evacuation orders are lifted and 
post-storm assessments are completed.
Due to life-threatening rip currents along Hatteras Island beaches, Dare County’s 
state of emergency order includes restrictions on ocean swimming. Rip currents 
on high risk days are life-threatening to anyone entering the surf. Stay out of the 
Atlantic Ocean.
While the impact from the storm is not certain, Cape Hatteras United Methodist 
Men and others are organizing for early response after the storm passes.
To volunteer, call Jeff Kloss 814-241-0718 or Bert Pinckney 252-489-3075.

Fishermen asked to prepare for Hurricane Isaias



The N.C. Division of Marine Fisheries suggested that fishermen remove fishing 
gear from the water well before the storm’s arrival. Crab pots and gill nets, 
especially, are prone to damage and displacement during storms.
And vessel owners should check safety equipment to ensure all is in working 
order and plan to remove boats from the water or take them to safe harbor as the 
storm approaches.

Bryan Perry is Southeastern Fire Chief of the Year
On July 30, the Southeastern Association of Fire Chiefs announced that Buxton 
Fire Chief Bryan L. Perry is the association’s Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year.
Perry served Buxton fire department for 40 years. 
The award states that Perry constantly researched current trends and techniques. 
He focused on training, building the department’s reputation as a no nonsense 
skillful fighting machine.
Perry was selected by a panel of peers composed of award winners for the last 
three years. 
This is the second major award bestowed on Chief Perry. In February 2020, Perry 
was named the 2020 Volunteer Fire Chief of the Year by North Carolina 
Association of Fire Chiefs.

Don’t plant seeds you haven’t ordered.
North Carolina residents who have received seed shipments that they did not 
order from China or other foreign sources are advised not to plant these seeds 
because they could be a pathway for introduction of invasive species, insects and 
plant diseases.
The North Carolina Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services has been 
contacted by numerous people who have received the seeds, which are likely the 
product of an international internet scam known as “brushing.”
This type of international shipment of plant material is unlawful and the state 
agency asks anyone who received one of these unsolicited foreign shipments to 
save the contents along with all shipping labels and contact the Plant Industry 
Division toll free at 800-206-9333 or email at new pest at n c a g r dot gov 

Heat advisories
Hatteras Island has been really, really hot.
On Sunday, the air temperature was heading toward 92 with a predicted heat 
index value at 105 degrees in Frisco.



To cope with this dangerous weather, the National Weather Service advises drink 
plenty of fluids, stay in an air-conditioned room and stay out of the sun. Take 
extra precautions if working or spending time outside. When possible, reschedule 
strenuous activities to early morning or evening. Wear lightweight and loose 
fitting clothing when possible.

Historic Bell donated to Chicamacomico station
On Thursday, July 30, Glenn Love and Pam Love from Charlotte donated the ship’s 
bell from the Strathairly to the Chicamacomico Historical Association.
The artifact has been in the Love family since 1968. The bell will now be used to 
signal 2 in the afternoon, the start of Thursday’s Breeches Buoy Drill at the 
historic Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station in Rodanthe.
The 2020 drill team dedicated Thursday’s performance to 19 men who lost their 
lives when the Strathairly wrecked in 1891 and the surfmen who saved seven 
men. The Breeches Buoy drill is performed every Thursday at 2 o’clock through 
Labor Day at the Chicamacomico Life-Saving Station, 23645 NC 12, Rodanthe. 

Radio Hatteras is reporting on the tropical storm. Keep listening. We’ll have a 
report directly from the National Weather Service at 11 o’clock Monday morning. 
Station volunteers have shift assignments starting Monday morning. Call 995-
6000 to leave a message or email info at radio hatteras dot org.

Be careful out there. Stay safe. Be well.  This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for August 9, 2020.

A storm quickly moves through North Carolina
A hurricane arrived in southeastern North Carolina at 11:10 Monday night, August 
3, near Ocean Isle Beach. And a tropical storm abandoned North Carolina about 
12 hours later, leaving behind some stiff winds and minor soundside flooding in 
Dare County.
The storm arrived in Ocean Isle Beach as a high-end Category 1 hurricane packing 
85 mile per hour winds and three to five feet of storm surge.



After a damage assessment, Hatteras Island was reopened to residents and 
visitors at 2 o’clock, Tuesday. Visitor evacuation was ordered Saturday, August 1 
at noon. Residents and property owners were told to evacuate Sunday morning 
starting at 6. 
After NCDOT Ferry Division checked ferry routes, Ocracoke was reopened at 2:30 
p.m. to residents, property owners and vendors. The visitor evacuation order was 
lifted Wednesday morning at 6. Vehicle and passenger ferries on the Hatteras-
Ocracoke route resumed full operation Thursday.
During the storm’s passage through the state, seven tornadoes touched down. 
The National Weather Service confirmed tornadoes in Bald Head Island in 
Brunswick County, in Kennel Branch in Pamlico County, in Pinetown and Bayview 
in Beaufort County, in Jamesville in Martin County, in Menola in Hertford County.
In Bertie County, a tornado touched down in the Morning Road area called Cedar 
Landing in Windsor around 1:30 in the morning Tuesday. Two people died as a 
result of the tornado. 
Bertie County and Brunswick County were the hardest hit by the 
hurricane/tropical storm.
NCDOT had 16 storm-related road closures across eastern North Carolina, but NC 
12 on Hatteras Island was not one of them. NCDOT crews quickly restored the 
vital island roadway to traffic.
Initially, almost 370,000 power outages occurred statewide.
During the storm, the Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative reported 40 outages 
overall. Crews worked during the night to restore power. By sunrise, only the 
three outages remained.
The National Weather Service in Newport/Morehead City reported almost three-
quarters of an inch of rain in Frisco, a half inch in Buxton and a third of an inch in 
Rodanthe.
The top wind speed was Avon with 72 miles per hour. 59 was recorded in Frisco 
and 56 in Rodanthe.

No storm debris collection for Hatteras Island
Due to minimal damage in unincorporated Dare County by the tropical storm, no 
storm debris collection is planned.
Residents may bring any vegetative debris to the Buxton Transfer Station, 47027 
NC 12, Buxton. The Buxton transfer station is open for residential haulers Monday 
through Friday from 8:30 in the morning to 3:45 in the afternoon and on Saturday 
from 8:30 to Noon.



The Buxton transfer station is open for commercial haulers Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30 to 3:45 and on Friday from 8:30 to Noon. No commercial 
dumping on Saturday.

COVID-19 Phase 2 extended 
On Wednesday, August 5, Governor Cooper announced that North Carolina will 
remain paused in Phase 2 Safer at Home for five more weeks. 
The announcement extends Phase 2 to September 11. The extension anticipates 
school reopenings.
Some North Carolina’s COVID-19 trends are stabilizing, but the metrics remain 
elevated.
Governor Cooper noted the need for caution to avoid a resurgence of the virus 
and ensure the state continues to be stable and starts a downward trend.
In phase 2, mass gatherings are limited to 10 people inside and 25 people outside. 
Masks are required in public places.
Also, this week, Governor Cooper joined a bipartisan interstate compact with six 
other governors to increase availability of rapid testing. The compact creates a 
way to collaborate on purchasing supplies.
 
In Dare County, COVID case numbers slightly up, active cases low
As of Friday, the total number of positive COVID-19 tests in Dare County is 369.
Only 19 of those cases are considered active.
Of the total cases, 207 are residents and 162 are non-residents.
This week, three individuals, one resident and two non-residents, were 
hospitalized outside of Dare County.
From last Sunday through Friday, only 13 lab-confirmed positive cases have been 
recorded, a substantially lower total than in weeks past. The county’s statistics 
attribute several cases to community spread.
As of Friday, contact tracing had been completed on all but one individual.
A testing clinic will be held Tuesday, August 11, starting at 11 in the morning at 
Dare County Parks and Recreation at 602 Mustian Street, Kill Devil Hills. The 
county’s partner is Mako Medical Laboratories.
Individuals can register for an appointment for the diagnostic test, the antibody 
test, or both. Registration is required. To schedule an appointment, call 252-475-
5008 between 8:30 and 5 Monday through Friday.

Health Care Workers coming to Dare



On Friday, August 7, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 
Services announced its selection of seven vendors to hire and manage over 250 
Community Health Workers.
The Community Health Care Workers will be deployed in 50 targeted counties to 
connect North Carolinians affected by COVID-19 with needed services and 
support.
Dare County will be served by Vidant Health.
The teams of Community Health Workers will connect North Carolinians affected 
by COVID-19 with medical and social support, including diagnostic testing, 
primary care, case management, nutrition assistance, behavioral health services, 
and finding a safe location to isolate.
The Community Health Workers will coordinate with local health departments 
and COVID-19 community contact tracers.

Great American Outdoors Act signed
On Tuesday, August 4, President Trump signed the Great American Outdoors Act 
that permanently funds the Land and Water Conservation Fund and sets up a 
Legacy Fund to eliminate the maintenance backlog in the national parks and 
national wildlife refuges.
For five years, $1 point 9 billion will be provided to attack the maintenance 
backlog.
The Land and Water Conservation Fund, which has a state and local funding 
component, will receive $900 million a year. Monies for the funds come from 
offshore oil and natural gas royalties and land-based energy development.

Hatteras Island will be without its major fall gatherings this year
The Day at the Docks Committee posted this message on Facebook
It is with great sadness that we, the Day at the Docks Committee, must cancel this 
year’s celebration. With the uncertainty of Covid-19 and Governor Cooper’s 
recent announcement for North Carolina to remain in Phase 2, we feel it is best 
for the health and safety of everyone. Please understand that this was not an easy 
decision! We hope to hold the Blessing of the Fleet and will keep you updated 
once a date is finalized. Thank you for your understanding and your continued 
support of our village as well as the working waterfront that helps keep it so 
special!



Most of Hatteras Island’s fall surf fishing tournaments have been canceled due to 
the coronavirus pandemic.
The largest and oldest tournament, Cape Hatteras Anglers Club Invitational Surf 
Fishing Tournament, is usually held the first weekend in November but not this 
year. The tournament invites 120 six-person teams to the fishing contest. The 
club’s board has also canceled all of its other events, including Wednesday Bingo 
and members meetings and pot-luck suppers.
The first tournament on the island, Hatteras Village Invitational Surf Fishing 
Tournament, is usually held early in September, but not this year. This 
tournament also has a six-person team format.
The North Carolina Beach Buggy Association 12th Annual Red Drum Tournament 
was scheduled for Oct. 21 through 24. This is a fishing competition for individuals 
that starts a minute after midnight on a Thursday and ends at noon on Saturday. 
For 2020, the tournament is canceled.
The Capital City Four Wheelers Annual Surf Fishing Tournament is the one 
tournament that remains on the schedule.
The 35th annual tournament is set for Oct. 17 and 18 and will proceed without in-
person meetings.
Updated information is available online at the group’s Facebook page and the 
website.
The Fish-Like-A-Girl Charity Tournament takes place at the Avon Pier. The day-
long contest is open only to ladies. Proceeds go to the Hatteras Island Cancer 
Foundation. No decision has been made about this tournament.

Government meetings continue 
These three meetings are available to citizens through online media. For the 
connections, go to the home page at Dare N C dot com and look under meetings.

The Dare County Planning Board meets Monday evening, August 10, starting at 6 
o’clock. The planning board considers development proposals for unincorporated 
Dare County, including Hatteras Island. The board will continue its discussion of 
the county’s travel trailer park ordinance.

The Dare County Waterways Commission also meets Monday, August 10 but at 7 
in the evening.



Dare County’s Oregon Inlet Task Force meets in person and virtually for public 
access on Tuesday, August 11, at 9:30 in the morning.
Commission members will gather at 954 Marshall C. Collins Dr., Manteo.
Live public comment will be available online during the meeting.

Stay safe out there. Be well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for August 16, 2020.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Dare County Schools will be providing 
remote learning for students during the first nine weeks of the 2020-2021 school 
year. 
DCS teachers have been working hard to prepare for the start of the school year, 
and it officially begins with a Remote Learning Orientation beginning Aug 17 
(that’s tomorrow) for all students and families. 
Tomorrow, DCS will be posting teacher contact information on their website and 
all students will be able to spend the week learning how to use their teacher's 
chosen remote learning management system. During remote learning, students 
can expect to engage in an online community focused on core curriculum and 
aligned with the North Carolina Standards for Learning. The intent is to allow 
students to experience the Dare County instructional program online, and per 
DCS, the program will be more comprehensive this fall while still offering 
flexibility as parents support their children in at-home education.
The first day of new content instruction will be on Monday, August 24.
The Student Meal Program will also continue in the 2020-2021 school year, and 
"Grab and Go" no-contact procedures will be in place at three locations in Dare 
County on Tuesday and Thursday of each week, which includes the Cape Hatteras 
Elementary School from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Here’s your Dare County COVID-19 Update.  Per a Friday update from the Dare 
County Department of Health and Human Services, the number of positive 
COVID-19 tests in Dare County is 390, 12 of those 390 are considered active.



Since the last Dare County DHHS Update issued on Tuesday August 11, there have 
been 6 new positive cases. Of these 6 cases, 1 is a resident and 5 are non-
residents. The Dare County website has already been updated to reflect all of 
these cases.
In Ferry News, Today, the N.C. Ferry System returned to a two-boat schedule on 
its routes between Cedar Island, Ocracoke and Swan Quarter. The move comes 
with the return of the M/V Silver Lake from its required dry dock period.
Passengers can reserve space on these departures online at www.ncferry.org, or 
by calling 1-800-BY FERRY.
These schedules will remain in place until further notice.

A long-delayed dredging project in So Ferry Channel is now underway, with the 
US Corps of Eng vessel, the Merritt, clearing the shoaled spot, per a recent update 
at last week’s DareCo Waterways Commn.  At the Mon remote mtg, the Corps of 
Eng also agreed to explore realignment of the authorized federal channel in 
HattInlet, a long sought goal of the WCom’n.
Brent Johnson, county grants and waterways project mgr, told the DareCo 
Waterways Commn that it would involve changing the authorization language 
that restricts how “best water” or “best route” are defined in the federal 
channels. The change could be a way to sidestep the cumbersome and lengthy 
process of securing Congressional legisln that is reqd to chg authz’n.
If the change was made –which could take about 18 months to complete – it 
would affect the Barney (Slew) Slough, South Ferry Channel and Sloop Channel in 
Hatteras Inlet. 
Moving on to fishing news, Recreational flounder season started today.  The Div 
of MFish’ies w/issue NC Saltwater Fishing Tournament citations for flounder 
catches that weigh 5# or more during the recreational flounder season, which 
began today and closes at midnight on Sept 30.
The min size limit will remain at 15” total length, and the creel limit will remain at 
4 fish per person per day during the open recreational season. There is no vessel 
limit, and recreational flounder gigging is allowed.  Anglers who wish to apply for 
a flounder citation will also need to use a new, online form. The fish must still be 
weighed at one of the Official North Carolina Saltwater Fishing Tournament 
Weigh Stations, located throughout Hatteras Island.
In Transporation news, Manteo resident Douglas “Allen” Moran has been 
reappointed as a member of the N.C. Board of Transportation.  He was 



reappointed by Governor Roy Cooper and will continue to represent Division 1, 
which is comprised of 14 counties in the northeastern corner of the state. He 
originally joined the Board of Transportation in 2017.
Moran will work with the NC Dept of Tran staff to make decisions about 
transportation policies and priorities. He serves with 19 other individuals from 
across the state who represent each of NCDOT’s 14 geographical highway 
divisions and six areas of statewide interest.
The governor appoints members representing the 14 highway divisions, while the 
speaker of the N.C. House and the N.C. Senate President Pro-Tempore each 
appoint three at-large members.
Moran has more than 12 years of experience in law enforcement with the Dare 
County Sheriff’s Office and now serves as a captain, managing the county’s 
detention center. A lifelong resident of Dare County, Moran graduated from 
Wanchese Christian Academy and completed law enforcement courses at the 
College of the Albemarle and the North Carolina Justice Academy. He serves as 
the vice chairman of the Roanoke Island Community Center Board and as a 
member of the Outer Banks Chamber of Commerce Governmental Affairs 
Committee.
In our final story, Do you know who Thurston the cat was?  He passed away this 
week and an online fundraiser has been launched in memory of Thurston.  
According to a recent update from the non-profit organization Ocracats, Thurston 
was the famed Ocracoke Lighthouse keeper cat. 
As of Saturday, more than $2,000 had been raised for Ocracats in honor of 
Thurston, via donations from over 70 people.
Thurston the cat passed away this week after an illness. The gray and white 
lighthouse greeter was nearly 20 years old, and was a steadfast ‘Keeper of the 
Light’ for thousands of residents and visitors who encountered the unofficial 
guardian of the Ocracoke Lighthouse.
Visitors and residents who want to make a donation to Ocracats through the 
Thurston fundraiser can do so online at ocracats.org. 
Ocracats is a non-profit organization that helps the feral cats of Ocracoke Island. 
The organization feeds, spays, and neuters the cats in an effort to help control the 
local feral cat population.  

You can find more information on all of the news on Hatteras and Ocracoke 
islands, by visiting islandfreepress.org.
 



And, that’s it for today, From all of us at RH, be safe…

Weekly news summary for August 23, 2020.

COVID-19 cases continue to grow in Dare County and state
In Dare County on August 22, lab-confirmed cases totaled 417 with 310 
recovered. 
Residents account for 226 positive cases and non-residents 191.
Some 21 resident cases are active, including 16 in home isolation, four in isolation 
outside Dare County and one in a hospital outside Dare County.
Non-residents in isolation in home counties number 81. Three non-residents are 
in isolation in Dare County.
On August 18, Dare County recorded its fourth week of declining new case 
numbers. However, later in the week, the number jumped a bit.
Three villages on Hatteras Island have case numbers reported by zip code. Buxton 
has had 28 cases and for almost a month no additional cases have been reported 
in Frisco which stands at 8 cases and Avon at 11.
In Dare County, Kill Devil Hills has had 81 cases, Manteo 32 and Kitty Hawk 24.
On August 22, North Carolina reported at total of 153,641 lab-confirmed cases. 
Currently, 996 people are hospitalized with coronavirus. By Saturday, a total of 
2,521 North Carolinians have died from the virus.

Dare Schools opened this past week
The week was billed as a Student and Family Online Orientation Week.
A Remote Learning Open House started the August 17 week.   
Remote learning is a massive undertaking by teachers, administrators, families 
and students.
The first day of remote learning instruction is tomorrow, Monday, August 24.

Meal pick-ups still happening
At Cape Hatteras Elementary, meal pick-ups at the school are still happening on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11:30 to 1. Until August 31, meals for all children, 
ages 0-18, are still free.



On September 1, things will change but details have not yet been released by 
Dare County Schools.

A lot of people are visiting Hatteras Island this season.
The National Park Service confirmed that statement. July visitation for the Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore as the highest in 17 years with over 450,000 visitors 
reported. Visits increased this year by 3 percent over last July.
So far, 220 sea turtles have nested on seashore beaches this season. Hatched 
nests number 90. The seashore beaches have 157 nests, Ocracoke 58 and Bodie 
Island 5. Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge staffers have counted 21 nests, 
making a total of 178 nests on Hatteras Island.
One adventure is to attend a nest excavation. Call 252-475-9629 learn about 
upcoming sea turtle nest excavations.
Bird nesting is close to wrapping up for the season.
American oystercatchers had a total of 43 nests this season. Fledglings number 
10. Two chicks remain on Hatteras Island. In 2019, 22 fledglings were produced.
This season, colonial waterbirds had 413 nests. Fledglings number 156 with nine 
chicks remaining. 
Piping plover produced six nests and one fledgling from a Cape Point nest. Last 
year, two fledglings were produced at Cape Point.

Cape Point is changing again
The tip of the point is slowing growing, notes the Island Free Press. A temporary 
tidal pool seems to have disappeared.
The revised landscape was captured via aerial photos taken by Altitude 12, which 
showed the tip of the Point larger and more noticeable than it has been for the 
majority of the summer, says the Island Free Press. 
Cape Point fully reopened to pedestrians and Off Road Vehicles July 20, and the 
beach driving priority ramps are accessible from 6:30 in the morning to 9 at night.

Hatteras economy is showing some improvement
Meal Tax receipts through June were down about 34 percent for the first six 
months. Earlier this year, meal tax receipts were down in the 50 percent range, 
reports Radio Hatteras Business Reporter Tom Hranicka.
At one point, occupancy tax revenue was down 70 percent. For the first six 
months, the revenue is down 35 percent.

https://www.facebook.com/altitude12/


Hranicka reported that the real estate market on the island is booming with 147 
homes listed as under contract to be sold on August 21. To understand the 
magnitude of the recovery, during the week before the county reopened only 26 
sales were pending.
The number of homes for sale was down 38 percent compared to July 2019. If this 
trend continues, we could see a shortage of homes available for purchase in the 
next few months, writes Hranicka.
Residential sales are up 20 percent over this time last year. Hranika notes some 
improvement in the market for undeveloped lots but not with the same growth 
seen in home sales.

Electric power went out Monday in north Buxton
On Monday just after noon, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative signaled members 
between North Tower Circle and Park Service that electric power would be shut 
off in order to replace a pole that caught fire. By 3:45 the cooperative crews had 
replaced the pole and power restored. The North Buxton circuit experienced 
another brief outage around 5 to make final repairs to the system.

Hatteras Island CERT has new president
Long-time president of Hatteras Island’s Community Emergency Response Team 
Larry Ogden is retiring from his leadership role.
On Thursday, August 20, the organization’s board elected Kenny Brite acting 
president. His election opened up a position for an at-large board member.
At the meeting, Amberly Dyer conducted training for the new Data Collection 
Team and board members.

Another award for the new Oregon Inlet Bridge
The Oregon Inlet Marc Basnight Bridge/Herbert C. Bonner Bridge Replacement 
was one of three North Carolina Department of Transportation projects 
recognized this week with America’s Transportation Awards from the 
Southeastern Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials. All three 
projects will be eligible for national awards, including one that allows public 
voting starting in September.

Hunting in refuges expanded.



The largest expansion of hunting and fishing opportunities went into effect for 
National Wildlife Refuges and national fish hatcheries. The expansion is found in 
the 2020-2021 Hunt-Fish Rules.
Three northeastern North Carolina refuges have expanded seasons.
For Cedar Island National Wildlife Refuge, season dates are expanded for existing 
teal hunting on acres already open to other hunting.
For Mattamuskeet National Wildlife Refuge, season dates are expanded for 
existing migratory bird hunting to align with state regulations for youth.
For Swan Quarter National Wildlife Refuge, the existing season date range is 
expanded for early teal season on acres already open to other hunting.

Work raises up trailers. 
The Cape Hatteras United Methodist Men are helping families throughout 
Hatteras Island protect homes from future storms, thanks to a Repetitive Loss 
Reduction Project that is currently in full swing.
Following Hurricane Dorian in September of 2019, Cape Hatteras men looked into 
some longer-range initiatives to reduce storm damage on Hatteras Island. As a 
result, the organization began a project in 2020 to lift trailers for owners and 
occupants who have experienced repeated flooding in the past.
No government grants are available for manufactured homes, explained Dennis 
Carroll, the organization’s director in an emailed update.
Cape Hatteras United Methodist Men applied for, and received, a grant from the 
Outer Banks Community Foundation for about $200,000. The trailers are raised in 
compliance with building codes and FEMA guidelines. After the structures are 
lifted, owners receive an Elevation Certificate which allows purchase of the 
lowest-cost flood insurance.
The organization is working on its third and fourth trailers and is hoping to 
complete 12.
The North Carolina Conference United Methodist Committee on Relief has 
provided a professional caseworker to screen applicants, and ensure that the 
team is helping those without the means to help themselves. A generous island 
homeowner is also providing temporary living quarters at no cost for the families 
while they are displaced during construction.
Project partners include Dare County Building Department, Crum Works 
Construction, Endurance Marine Construction, Bay Shore Construction, August 
Air, Cape Hatteras Electric and volunteers.



Tillett is Dare Elections Director
Longtime Dare County employee Jackie Tillett has been named Elections Director 
for Dare County. The Dare County Board of Elections recommended Tillett for the 
job following the resignation of the County’s previous director earlier this month.
The state’s Director of Elections made the appointment effective August 13. 
Tillett has 35 years of service with Dare County. She began her career in the 
Planning Office and transferred to Elections in 2013.
The General Election is November 3, 2020.
The voter registration deadline to vote in person on Election Day is Friday, 
October 9 at 5 in the evening. During Early Voting, voters can register to vote and 
cast their ballots at the same time. The early voting schedule has not yet been set.
On Hatteras Island, three polling places have changed.
Frisco and Buxton Precincts will vote in the Cape Hatteras Secondary Auditorium.
Hatteras village precinct will vote at the Hatteras Village Civic Center.

Be safe out there. Be well. This is Radio Hatteras

Weekly News Summary for August 30, 2020.

COVID-19 cases still increasing
In Dare County, over the last week 28 new lab-confirmed cases have brought the 
total number of Dare cases to 445 as of noon August 28.
Of that total, Dare residents represent 240 cases, of which 213 have recovered 
and 25 remain active. Of those cases active, 18 are in home isolation, six are in 
isolation outside Dare County and one person is hospitalized.
For the first time, Dare County reported that four of the new cases are college 
students. None of those cases are connected. Three are symptomatic and one is 
asymptomatic. All acquired the virus by direct contact with individuals who tested 
positive outside Dare County.
Non-residents represent 205 of the positive cases. Some 132 have recovered, two 
are in isolation in Dare County and 71 have transferred to home locations.



Who Should Get Tested in North Carolina?
In a press conference this week, both North Carolina Governor Roy Cooper and 
Mandy Cohen, the state’s Director of Health and Human Services, emphasized 
that North Carolina did not change its testing protocols. Here are the answers to 
who should get tested:
 Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19.
 Close contacts of known positive cases, regardless of symptoms.
 Groups of some of the populations with higher risk of exposure or a higher risk 
of severe disease if they become infected. People in these groups should get 
tested if they believe they may have been exposed to COVID-19, whether or not 
they have symptoms. 
 People who have attended protests, rallies, or other mass gatherings could have 
been exposed to someone with COVID-19 or could have exposed others.

Firefighter dies at work site
On Monday, August 24, Steven “Bull” Bailey lost his life working on the Rodanthe 
bridge.
Bailey, 42, was a master mechanic with Flatiron Constructors, which is the 
contractor for the Rodanthe bridge. He also worked on the new Oregon Inlet 
bridge.
He was a board member of the Roanoke Island Volunteer Fire Department and 
highly regarded by members of the department.
He is survived by his wife Breynn Bailey and three children and a brother.
The incident is under investigation by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Occupation 
Safety and Health Administration. The field investigation is completed and work 
at both ends of the bridge project resumed Friday, Aug. 28. The day before, crews 
were called in for a half-day to re-acclimate to work sites.

Virtual Rodanthe Bridge Project Meeting Scheduled for Sept. 3
State transportation officials are inviting people to a virtual information meeting 
September 3 on the ongoing Rodanthe Bridge project.
The bridge is a long-term transportation solution for NC 12. The N.C. Department 
of Transportation is raising the highway onto a 2.4-mile bridge that extends over 
Pamlico Sound between the southern end of the Pea Island National Wildlife 
Refuge and Rodanthe.
The bridge is due for completion in the fall of 2021. 



The virtual meeting will be held 6 to 8 p.m., September 3. During the meeting, 
NCDOT officials and project engineers will provide an update on the project’s 
progress and answer questions.
People may participate by phone or online.
For the links and telephone number, visit Island Free Press.
 
It is Hurricane Season
Even though Laura made landfall in Louisiana, some effects from that storm 
system were felt along the Outer Banks on Saturday. The storm moved north then 
eastward from Louisiana and pushed a cold front across the Outer Banks. 
In North Carolina, peak tropical activity usually occurs in a six week period from 
mid-August to late September. Active months can continue into October. 
Hurricanes have visited the state as late as November. The message is get 
prepared.

Don’t focus just on the storm’s Category.
The Saffir-Simpson Scale is a wind scale that uses Wind only to estimate potential 
damage. But this scale does not tell you about all of the impacts that a hurricane 
can produce.
When Radio Hatteras reports an approaching Hurricane, we’ll announce expected 
rain fall and storm surge. We’ll announce how large the storm is and which way 
and how fast it is moving.

Grant to coastal federation for removing derelict vessels
North Carolina Coastal Federation, Inc. is receiving $121,090 to aid with the 
removal of at least 20 abandoned and derelict vessels from estuaries in 
northeastern North Carolina.
These projects assist with wildlife preservation, navigation safety and economic 
prosperity in the affected areas. The vessels that will be removed as a result of 
this grant have either been purposefully abandoned or were lost and destroyed as 
a result of the many hurricanes that have hit the area in the past ten years. 

School meals program continues
Starting September 1, Dare County School Meal Sites will resume the National 
School Breakfast and Lunch Programs, the traditional school meal programs that 
operate during the school year. Meals will be available for pick up for all enrolled 
students and provided in accordance with eligibility for free or reduced meal 



benefits. Students not eligible for free or reduced meals must pay for the meals at 
the point of service or online at K12 Payment Center. Meal benefit applications 
may be submitted online at lunchapplication.com.
For those eligible, both free and reduced benefit are free. 
On Hatteras Island, meals can be picked up Tuesdays and Thursdays each week at 
Cape Hatteras Elementary School between 11:30 and 1 o’clock. 
For paid meals, the cost on Tuesday is $8 for elementary and $8.50 for middle and high school. On 
Thursday, the cost is $12 for elementary and $12.75 for middle and high school.
Food for Thought will distribute weekend meals on Thursdays.

Get a Sea Turtle Nest Today!
Outer Banks Forever, the non-profit partner of the Outer Banks national parks 
and seashore, has created a new sea turtle nest program.
To participate, symbolically adopt a sea turtle nest at Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore and receive an official adoption certificate and information about a 
specific nest when it hatches this summer and fall.
Here’s how it works:
Donate online or by check to symbolically adopt your nest. The minimum 
donation is $100. Find the link on Island Free Press.
Within five days of a gift, OBX Forever will assign a real sea turtle nest that is 
being tracked by Cape Hatteras National Seashore staff. Once a nest is assigned, 
OBX Forever will send an adoption certificate by mail and email initial information 
about your nest.
When the assigned nest hatches this summer or fall, an information update will 
be sent. The update has information seashore staffers collect about the adopted 
nest including turtle species, number of eggs and number of hatchlings.
The program helps OBX Forever fund important programs that protect and 
enhance Cape Hatteras National Seashore.

Be safe out there. Stay well.  This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for September 6, 2020.

Some COVID-19 restrictions relaxed on September 4

https://www.k12paymentcenter.com/
http://lunchapplication.com/


On Friday, September 4 at 5 o’clock, relaxed COVID-19 restrictions went into 
effect across North Carolina. The modest step forward is called Safer at Home 2 
point 5. The new phase means:
 Mass gathering limits increase to 25 indoors and 50 people outdoors
 Playgrounds can open.
 Museums and aquariums may open at 50 percent capacity
 Gyms and indoor exercise places may open at 30 percent capacity.
Mask mandates and other prevention methods remain in effect to stop the 
spread of the coronavirus.
Remaining closed are bars, nightclubs, movie theaters, amusement parks, indoor 
entertainment facilities and dance halls. Large venues follow the mass gathering 
limits.
In a separate order, outdoor visitation at nursing homes or skilled nursing 
facilities is permitted provided certain conditions are met. This order remains in 
effect through Sept. 22, 2020.

COVID-19 update for Dare County
On Saturday, September 5, three Dare women between 50 and 64 years old and 
one 65 or older were added to the case numbers. All are in home isolation.
Total lab-confirmed cases in Dare are now 469. Of that number 251 are county 
residents. As of Saturday, 13 cases are active and in home isolation. Non-resident 
cases number 218 with 48 cases transferred to home counties and two isolating in 
Dare.
Cases in three zip codes are reported on Hatteras Island. No additional cases have 
been noted in Avon, Buxton and Frisco. The remaining villages are not reported 
due to low population. Up the beach, Kill Devil Hills has had 91 cases, Manteo 34 
and Kitty Hawk 32.

Museums are opening up
On Saturday, September 5, two National Park Service facilities reopened: the 
visitor center at Fort Raleigh National Historic Site and the Museum at Wright 
Brothers National Memorial.  
On Monday, September 7, the Museum of the Sea at Cape Hatteras Lighthouse 
will reopen.
The Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum in Hatteras village reopens Monday, 
September 14.



The North Carolina Aquarium on Roanoke Island also reopens Monday, 
September 14. Capacity will be reduced. Admission will be sold online only, with 
tickets designated for specific hours of the day. 

Dare County playgrounds and facilities reopen
With North Carolina moving to Phase 2.5, Dare County Parks and Recreation 
playgrounds opened Friday, September 4 at 5 o’clock in the afternoon.
Locations of county playgrounds on Hatteras Island are Rodanthe-Waves-Salvo 
Community Building in Rodanthe, on Harbor Road in Avon and at the Fessenden 
Center in Buxton. A community playground is also located at the Hatteras Village 
Community Building. 
Dare County Parks and Recreation facilities open Tuesday, September 8. 
Social distancing guidelines must be followed. Face masks are required at all 
facilities and playgrounds for anyone over the age of 5 unless they are strenuously 
exercising.
Visitors of the indoor facilities will be required to complete a temperature check, 
health screening, and use hand sanitizer upon arrival.
A COVID-19 waiver must also be signed prior to any participation in activities 
sponsored by Dare County Parks and Recreation.
For children in grades 6 through 12, parents must accompany the student on their 
first visit to sign the COVID-19 waiver. Children in grades 5 and below must have a 
parent present at all times.
At the Fessenden Center, fitness classes resume the week of September 14.
Adult pickleball resumes every Tuesday and Thursday from 1 to 4 starting 
September 8.
The gym will be open for youth to shoot around at one basketball goal per child or 
family on Mondays and Fridays from 1 to 4. A limited number of participants can 
be in the gym at one time with a limit of one hour of play per child each day. Call 
252-475-5653 with questions.

Economic recovery mixed
Recovery of the Hatteras Island’s economy from COVID-19 restrictions is mixed, 
reports Radio Hatteras Business correspondent Tom Hranicka.
Occupancy tax receipts which reflect the health of the lodging business, recorded 
its first year to date increase since re-entry to the county was allowed on May 16.



Occupancy tax receipts in July were 3.35 percent higher than for the first seven 
months of 2019. The trend is expected to continue if anecdotal reports on the 
strength of fall reservations are accurate.
However, meal tax receipts through July are down 29.5 percent when compared 
to the January to July time period last year. While take-out business appears fairly 
strong, it has not been enough to offset the 50 percent limitation on in-restaurant 
seating.

Land transfer tax receipts skyrocket.
As indicated by Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent Tom Hranicka in previous 
reports, real estate sales have been booming. 
Just how much is now evident.
In July 2020, Dare County collected $1 point 13 million dollars in land transfer tax 
countywide. That is almost double the collection in July 2019.
In August, the land transfer tax collection was $1 point 21 million countywide, 
which is 48 percent higher than last year.

Update on Rodanthe Bridge
Actual construction of the Rodanthe bridge is 46 percent complete.
NCDOT held a virtual quarterly update meeting on bridge, which is scheduled to 
open for traffic in Fall 2021.
At the north end of the bridge, pile installation is challenging. Several different 
techniques to punch through hard pack have been tried. Currently, an augur is 
used to loosen soil during piling installation.
At the south end, road work at the roundabout is set for October. In the same 
month, Cape Hatteras Electric Cooperative will start Phase 1 of relocating the 
cooperative’s transmission lines.
With cooler fall weather approaching, early morning concrete placement will be 
reduced or eliminated. 
The meeting on September 3 started by reviewing questions from the previous 
meeting in June.
Diane Wilson, Senior Public Involvement Officer, told 21 people online that the 
sandbags currently installed along NC 12 in the refuge will be removed, as 
required by the CAMA permit. Sandbags in front of houses in Mirlo Beach will not 
be removed.



When the bridge is finished, 1 point 8 miles of NC 12 pavement will be removed 
and the easement returned to Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge. NCDOT is 
required to make the abandoned area similar to its surroundings.
NC 12 will be maintained by NCDOT from the roundabout to just north of Green 
Lantern Court, or 33 feet south of the refuge boundary. NCDOT does not intend to 
install dunes at the end of NC 12.
No parking is planned for the southern end of the bridge. A parking lot will be 
constructed one-half mile north of the new bridge.

Oregon Inlet bridge to be surveyed and scanned
The N.C. Department of Transportation will perform surveying and a high-
resolution scan of the Oregon Inlet Bridge over the next two weeks. The scan is 
the first since the bridge opened to traffic in February 2019.
The surveying and scan work will require two short disruptions of traffic on the 
bridge. Exact dates may change due to weather conditions:
 September 9-10: Daytime lane closures up to 1.5 miles long. The lane closures 
will alternate directions and be controlled by flag crews.
 September 15 or 16: One 30-minute closure of the bridge from noon-12:30 p.m.
The bridge was built to last 100 years and is designed to expand and contract with 
changing weather conditions. The scan survey will provide engineers with 
baseline data they need to ensure the long-term health of the bridge.

School meals are free to all children 18 years and under
Dare County Schools will continue to feed ALL students at no cost.
The United States Department of Agriculture extended a waiver to North Carolina 
Public Schools to allow schools to continue participating in the Summer Nutrition 
Program through December 31, 2020.
This means that every child 18 years or younger and adults 18 years of age in a 
disabilities program and who live in Dare County will be eligible to receive meals 
at no cost.
No paperwork or proof of income is required.
On Hatteras Island, meals can be picked up on Tuesdays and Thursdays each week 
at Cape Hatteras Elementary from 11:30 to 1 o’clock.

Some people labor this Labor Day holiday



Dare County Public Works employees will pick up residential trash on its normal 
schedule Monday, September 7. The Buxton Transfer Station will be closed on 
Monday.

Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly news summary for September 13, 2020.

Hatteras Island beaches expected to impacted by Hurricane Paulette
Hurricane Paulette is closing in on Bermuda. Its center is expected to move near 
or over Bermuda Monday morning. The storm predicted to make a turn toward 
the north and decrease its current 14 mile per hour forward speed. At 8 Sunday 
morning, winds were clocked at 80 miles per hour with higher gusts.
Despite its distance well to the east of Hatteras Island, long period swells will 
produce life-threatening rip currents, large waves and rough surf. This will 
coincide with elevated high tides and possibly bring ocean overwash and coastal 
flooding to Hatteras Island. 
The surf was very high Sunday, but the anticipated timing of Paulette impact is 
early to mid-week.

Honoring 9 11 heroes
Volunteer firefighters, first responders, and members of the U.S. Coast Guard 
honored fallen heroes of 9 11 on Friday morning with a 1 point 3 mile walk from 
the Buxton Fire Station to the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, reports the Island Free 
Press.
Usually, Hatteras Island’s local heroes pay tribute to the 2,997 people who died 
on September 11 with a climb in full gear to the top of the lighthouse. That was 
not possible this year.
The annual Hatteras Island event honors the fallen of New York, Washington, 
D.C., and Shanksville, Pennsylvania. 
Roughly 60 volunteer firefighters from island stations, U.S. Coast Guard 
personnel, first responders, and family members attended the Friday morning 
walk. At the lighthouse, the participants had a moment of salience honoring 9 11 
victims.



Photographer Don Bowers provides a slide show on the Island Free Press website.

Reopening Dare schools up for debate
At the September 8 board meeting, five members of the Dare County Board of 
Education turned down a motion to reopen all schools for students in 
Kindergarten through fifth grade and for all special needs students by Sept. 28.
At the beginning of the meeting, the board had scheduled a special called 
meeting to discuss reopening. That meeting will now be held Thursday afternoon, 
October 1 starting at 5 o’clock. The meeting will be heard live on Youtube through 
a link on DaretoLearn dot org, the Dare County Schools website.
On July 20, on a 5 to 2 vote, the board elected to start the 2020-21 school term 
with remote learning for the first quarter, which ends Oct. 23.
At this meeting, board member Harvey Hess said “I think we can move faster than 
this.” Hess made the last item motion and member Joe Tauber seconded the 
move. Both voted for the September motion and cast the votes against remote 
learning in July. 
The board made calendar changes at the suggestion from Superintendent John 
Farrelly. Assuming that Dare students will be back in the school buildings by 
November, Farrelly suggested moving a required teacher workday scheduled for 
Sept. 28 to Nov. 3, 2020. The Dare County Board of Elections will be using five of 
the school system’s gymnasiums for General Election voting on Nov. 3.
Cape Hatteras Secondary’s auditorium will be used for Buxton and Frisco precinct 
voting.
Farrelly announced that the system’s graduation rate rose this year to 94.9% for 
the Class of 2020. Farrelly wrote that Dare County Schools stand sixth with the 
highest graduation rate among North Carolina districts.
Cape Hatteras Secondary’s graduation rate was 95.1 percent up from 86.3 
percent last year.
The board heard a presentation advocating changing the mascots for Manteo 
High and Middle schools. The board did not discuss the proposal. 

Rescheduled Oregon Inlet bridge closures set for upcoming week.
The N.C. Department of Transportation has re-scheduled work that will require 
lane closures and a brief full closure of the NC 12 Oregon Inlet Bridge Inlet next 
week.
About 8 o’clock Monday morning, September 14, the department will have a 1-



mile lane closure on the high rise of the bridge. Flaggers will be at the ends of the 
work zone to direct traffic. The lane closure is expected to be in place until at 
least 6 o’clock in the evening. If the lane closure finishes before that time, crews 
will begin a moving operation to complete shoulder work, one direction at a time. 
Motorists will be notified if shoulder work begins on Monday.
Crews will continue with shoulder work on Tuesday and, if needed, crews will 
finish work the following day.
Between Noon and 12:30 on Wednesday September 16, the Oregon Inlet Bridge is 
expected to be closed to traffic while NCDOT performs a mobile scan. Flaggers 
will again be at the ends of the work zone. 
The work is weather dependent. The department will notify the public if changes 
need to be made. Motorists should use caution while driving around the work 
zone.
About another mode of transportation, the Ocracoke Express Passenger Ferry 
running from Hatteras village to Silver Lake on Ocracoke carried 7,127 passengers 
in a shortened season. The service ended September 10. Vehicle ferries continue 
to transit Hatteras Inlet for those wishing to go to Ocracoke Island from Hatteras.

Cape Hatteras National Seashore Updates
The Museum of the Sea located in the Cape Hatteras Lighthouse complex 
reopened to the public last week. The museum is open daily from 9:30 to 4:30. 
The museum includes exhibits on maritime history, the life-saving service, and the 
1999 move of the lighthouse.
On Tuesday, September 15, off-road vehicles will be able to travel on oceanside 
beaches 24 hours a day if no sea turtle nests are nearby. Ramps that remain 
closed for night driving due to nearby sea turtles nests will continue to close at 9 
p.m. Off-road vehicle permits for driving on seashore beaches are only available 
online at recreation.gov. Search for Cape Hatteras O R V.
Lifeguards are available through the end of September at Coquina Beach Access, 
Frisco Beach Access, and Ocracoke Beach, 

One application for seismic testing withdrawn
One of five companies applying for permits for seismic testing off North Carolina 
has withdrawn its application.
WesternGeco withdrew its permit application September 4.
The withdrawal follows last month’s North Carolina appeal of a federal decision to 
allow seismic testing.



President Trump sent a memorandum asking the Department of Interior to 
prohibit offshore drilling for both Florida coasts and Georgia and South Carolina. 
North Carolina and numerous communities in the state have requested an 
exemption from any offshore oil and gas exploration and drilling.

State relief bill funding comes to various agencies in northeastern North 
Carolina
At the Dare Board of Commissioners meeting September 8, Chairman Robert L. 
Woodard announced that Roanoke Island Historical Association will receive $1 
million to mitigate lost revenue from the shut-down of The Lost Colony drama this 
summer.
The funding, the largest grant that the association as ever received, comes from 
the General Assembly’s legislation to distribute federal coronavirus relief funding.
“This is huge,” said Woodard, who praised the county’s legislative delegation. “It’s 
a life-saver.”
Other mitigation relief will go to the Graveyard of the Atlantic Museum which will 
share $1 million with seven other entities.
The Department of Natural and Cultural Resources will distribute $9.4 million to 
Arts Councils across the state on a per capital basis in counties with a population 
of less than one million. Dare County’s Art Council is eligible for a grant.
The North Carolina Aquarium Society will receive $1.5 million. The society 
supports the state’s aquariums including the one on Roanoke Island.
The legislation, H1105, also provides $2.1 million to address needs at state parks 
and trails for items such as trail construction and maintenance, updates at public-
facing facilities, temporary employees for cleaning and safety.
The legislation moves to assist free clinics and health centers with $12.425 
million. Possible recipients are Community Care Clinic of Dare in Nags Head and 
Albemarle Hospital Foundation Community Care Clinic in Elizabeth City.
A like amount, $12.425 million, goes to cover the cost of eligible health services 
during the pandemic by health centers. Community Health Centers in this area 
are Ocracoke Health Center, Engelhard Medical Center, and Albemarle Hospital 
Authority Gateway Community Health Center in Elizabeth City. 

Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.



Weekly news summary for September 20, 2020.

Hatteras Island is in the midst of a long-duration storm that is crushing some of 
the island’s beaches.
A combination of astronomically high tides, a remnant of tropical storm Sally and 
swells from Hurricane Teddy are sending high, strong waves toward the island’s 
east facing beaches.
The National Weather Service warns this weather event has multiple tide cycles. 
Sunday and Monday morning tides are expected to be the highest.
The National Weather Service has posted a Coastal Flood Warning and predicting 
two to four feet of inundation above ground level in low-lying areas near 
shorelines and tidal waterways.
A High Surf Advisory is in place until Wednesday as large breaking waves of 8 to 
12 feet will hit the surf zone. Dangerous rip currents and strong longshore 
currents are in the surf zone.
As of 8:30 Sunday morning, NC 12 remained open to traffic. 
On Saturday night, transportation night crews worked to clear sand from the 
roadway.
On Saturday morning, ocean water spilled over dunes and onto NC 12 in Pea 
Island, northern Rodanthe, Avon and Buxton. During the day, a little soundside 
tide crept into Hatteras village.
On Sunday, high waves were pounding the east-facing beaches from Oregon Inlet 
to Cape Hatteras. This morning, road crews worked to shore up trouble spots 
before the morning high tide.
Winds are blowing northeast and will continue to push ocean water onto beaches 
and into the southern part of Pamlico Sound. The wind shifts Tuesday to north 
and then west.
The state’s transportation department says if you must travel Sunday, “please 
drive with extreme caution.”

North Carolina can open elementary schools
Effective Oct. 5, public school districts across the state can choose to permit 
Kindergarten through fifth grade students to return to schools for in-person 
instruction.
Operational health and safety requirements are in place for all schools.



Everyone in the school building is required to wear a face covering, follow social 
distancing and engage in symptom screening. However, the requirements do not 
require schools to reduce the number of children in classrooms.
Density reduction on buses is recommended but not required. Facial coverings 
are required on buses.
School districts opting for this plan must offer remote learning for those parents 
uncomfortable with students attending in-person.
Dare County Board of Education decided to open school with remote instruction 
for the first quarter which ends Oct. 23.
The Dare school board is scheduled to discuss reopening schools Thursday, 
October 1 at 5 o’clock in the afternoon. Live audio of the meeting will be available 
on the Dare County Schools website dare to learn dot org. 
In moving through phased re-openings, North Carolina has followed four metric 
measures, which are declining but still too high, said Mandy Cohen, Secretary of 
North Carolina’s Department of Health and Human Services.
 
COVID-19 update
On Thursday, Sept. 17, Dare County Department of Health and Human Services 
announced four positive cases of COVID-19 linked to residents and staff members 
at Peak Resources, a nursing and rehabilitation facility in Nags Head.
As part of the bi-weekly testing plan, all Peak Resources staff members were 
tested on Sept. 8, 2020, and all were negative. All residents and staff members 
were tested on Monday, Sept. 14 and Tuesday, Sept. 15. All 72 resident tests have 
been returned and are negative. Results have been received for 59 of the 70 staff 
member tests, and 57 are negative and two are positive. No future updates have 
been received.
The cases at Peak Resources along with several others push the cumulative 
positive case number to 513 people in Dare County. Of that total, 273 are 
residents and 240 are non-residents.
Of the residents, 7 are in home isolation and three are in isolation outside Dare 
County. 
Dare County is reporting one death from other causes, non-COVID-19. The death 
count for the county remains at two.
For non-residents, 65 people have transferred to home counties and one is 
hospitalized.
Between Sept. 13 and Sept. 19, Dare County’s case load increased by 25 patients.



Hatteras Island’s real estate market explodes
Exceptional results in Hatteras Island’s real estate market are reported by Radio 
Hatteras Business Correspondent Tom Hranicka.
On May 16th, when Dare County reopened to visitors, only 26 residential 
properties were under contract to be sold.
By September 11, that number had risen to 133. Buyer demand didn’t just 
recover from the lockdown, it exploded, writes Hranicka.
Looking at the supply side of the market, in January 287 homes were for sale. 
Today, 177 are available for purchase, a decrease of almost 40 percent.
These trends of increased sales and declining inventory potentially foreshadow a 
shortage of properties in the not too distance future, especially in price ranges 
below $500,000.
About the rental market, Hranicka writes it is hard to distinguish the level of 
activity after Labor Day from what was seen during the traditionally busy summer 
months. Kip Tabb writing in Outer Banks Voice reported rental companies north 
and south of Oregon Inlet are 100 percent booked into October.

Flags lowered honoring Justice Ginsburg
United States flags on federal buildings and United States and North Carolina flags 
at state facilities are to be flown at half-staff until sunset on the day the late 
Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is interred.
President Trump ordered the flag lowering Friday night. North Carolina Governor 
Roy Cooper issued an order on Saturday, Sept. 19.
Justice Ginsburg died Friday, Sept. 18, 2020. Her life was one of public service and 
advocacy. She was the second woman appointed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, where she served for more than 27 years.
As a show of respect, individuals, businesses and other government subdivisions 
are encouraged to fly the flag at half-staff for the duration of time indicated.

National seashore sediment management framework is out for comment
The National Park Service seeks public review and comment on the draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Sediment Management Framework at 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore.
The comment period ends November 2.
A sediment management framework at the Seashore addresses impacts and 
provides timely response for park partners that seek to nourish beaches in the 
face of increased storm events and projected sea level rise.



The draft document analyzes alternatives, including the no-action alternative, and 
identifies a preferred alternative. The framework incorporates feedback from this 
spring’s public comment period.
As part of the public review process, the park service will host three virtual 
meetings via webinar. 
Virtual public meetings are scheduled for September 29, September 30 and 
October 1 at different times. For connection links, visit Island Free Press.
For additional information, visit park planning dot n p s dot gov slash C A H A 
Sediment 

Speed limits increased

On September 15, speed limits increased on NC 12 on Hatteras Island. Speed 
limits increased to 45 miles per hour in the villages of Rodanthe, Waves, Salvo, 
Avon and Frisco, and increased from 45 to 55 miles per hour between the villages 
of Avon and Buxton, and between Frisco and Hatteras. The higher speed limits are 
in effect until May 15, 2020.

Only Catch and release for marlins
NOAA Fisheries has determined that the Atlantic blue marlin, white marlin, and 
roundscale spearfish 250-landings limit has been met and exceeded for 2020. 
Under applicable regulations, only catch-and-release fishing is permitted for these 
species for the rest of the year.
From September 30, 2020, through December 31, 2020, NOAA Fisheries is 
requiring catch-and-release fishing only for Atlantic blue marlin, white marlin, and 
roundscale spearfish in all areas of the Atlantic Ocean.

Employee housing needs survey
Dare County and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill have partnered to 
develop a survey seeking input from local business owners and employers 
regarding employees’ housing needs and to identify the most significant 
challenges associated with the shortage of housing options within the county.
To access the Dare County Housing Needs survey and submit responses, go to 
dare n c dot com slash Employer Housing Survey.

Local candidate forums set for this upcoming week



The Dare County League of Women Voters and North Carolina Coastal Federation 
are sponsoring Virtual Candidate Forums for the Dare County Board of 
Commissioners and Board of Education races.
The county commissioners candidate forum is set for Tuesday, September 22 at 7 
p.m.
On the ballot are Steve House, Kathy McCullough-Testa, Amanda Hooper Walters, 
Bob Woodard, as well as unopposed candidates Danny Couch and Wally 
Overman.
The board of education candidate forum will be Thursday, September 24 at 7 p.m.
On the ballot are Jen Alexander, Bea Basnight, Susan Bothwell, Charles Parker, 
David Twiddy and Carl Woody II and unopposed candidate Mary Ellon Ballance.
Questions for candidates in each race may be sent to Dare L W V @ gmail dot 
com. Include name and town.
For registration links, go to Facebook for l w v dare n c or Island Free Press.

Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Weekly News Summary for September 27, 2020:

Big waves shut down NC 12 in Pea Island and on Ocracoke

Hatteras Island weathered a long, multi-tidal storm that crushed some of the 
island’s beaches.
A combination of astronomically high tides, a remnant of tropical storm Sally and 
swells from Hurricane Teddy sent high, strong waves toward the island’s east 
facing beaches. The waves shut down NC 12 in Pea Island Sunday, September 20. 
NCDOT reopened the road at Noon on Thursday.
NC 12 pavement on Hatteras Island was submerged in the ocean’s salt water and 
lots of sand in several places in Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge, northern 
Rodanthe, Avon from the Post Office to Ace Hardware, northern Buxton and 
between Frisco and Hatteras.
On Saturday morning, Sept. 19, ocean water spilled over dunes and onto NC 12
On Saturday night, transportation night crews worked to clear sand from the 
roadway and came on Sunday morning to shore up trouble spots.



On Sunday, high waves pounded the east-facing beaches from Oregon Inlet to 
Cape Hatteras.
At 10:20 Sunday morning, NCDOT called State Highway Trooper Carl Libby who 
was sitting in his patrol vehicle at Corbina Drive in Rodanthe. Shut down NC 12 
was the message. Transportation crews could not push sand and water off the 
roadway safely with the volume of traffic. The trooper moved out into the 
northbound lane with his blue light flashing.
NCDOT workers restored NC 12 in Pea Island and the only route off Hatteras 
Island was reopened around 5 p.m. Stacked up northbound traffic moved slowly 
for 50 minutes to clear the island.
Another high tide cycle came. At 10 p.m., Sunday, Sept. 20, NCDOT closed NC 12 
in Pea Island. The road remained closed until Noon on Thursday.
The storm also shut down NC 12 on Ocracoke Island between the pony pens and 
the ferry dock. Ferry service between Hatteras village and Ocracoke was 
temporarily shut down.

COVID-19 update
In Dare County, the total cumulative COVID-19 case total is 533 as of late 
afternoon Saturday, September 26.
Of that total, 287 are residents and 246 are non-residents. Ten residents are in 
home isolation.
Two residents are currently hospitalized due to complications associated with 
COVID-19.
States the update from Dare County Department of Health and Human Services, 
“We are strongly encouraging eligible individuals to get their flu vaccine this year 
in light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. A combination of both viruses or one 
after the other, may be extremely detrimental for your health, respiratory health 
and overall ability to recover. People who can avoid the flu will also help reduce 
the burden on our health care system which is already stressed by COVID-19.”

Dare County Health and Human Services has announced the following Flu Clinic 
dates and locations:
Manteo Health Campus - Available everyday
Frisco Health & Human Services Campus - Every Friday through October 30
Fessenden Center – October 14, 2020. 10 to 3:30 



The clinics will be by appointment only, to prevent overcrowding and encourage 
appropriate physical distancing in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. To 
schedule an appointment, call 252-475-5003 and select option #2 for the clinic.
Free vaccine is provided for all children ages 6 months to 18 years who have 
Medicaid, do not have insurance or their insurance does not cover vaccinations. 
Insurance claims will be filed for Blue Cross Blue Shield, Medcost, Health Choice, 
Tricare, or Medicare. Otherwise, the cost of the flu shot is $35.00.

Business help 
Some North Carolina small businesses that have experienced extraordinary 
disruption to operations due to the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic may benefit 
from a $40 million relief program to help offset fixed costs like rent, mortgage 
interests and utility bills.
Governor Roy Cooper made the announcement September 22.
The North Carolina Mortgage, Utility and Rent Relief, administered by the North 
Carolina Department of Commerce, can provide up to $20,000 in relief funds per 
qualifying business location. Business applicants from certain industry sectors that 
have not been able to operate during the COVID period may apply for up to two 
of their business locations.
Applicants can apply for up to four months of mortgage interest or rent expenses, 
and utility expenses. Applications to the program should open this week and will 
be handled on a first-come, first-served basis. Applicants must certify that they 
were closed during the period April 1 through July 31, 2020; they expect to be 
able to operate after the COVID crisis has passed; and they have not been 
reimbursed by any other federal source for the expenses for which they seek 
reimbursement through this program.
Eligible businesses include:

 Amusement parks
 Banquet Halls (with catering staff)
 Bars, taverns, night clubs, cocktail lounges
 Bingo parlors
 Bowling alleys/centers
 Dance halls
 Indoor fitness and recreation centers
 Motion picture/movie theaters (except drive-ins)
 Museums



Business leaders can learn about the Mortgage Utility and Rent Relief program by 
registering for one of the free educational webinars offered by the Department of 
Commerce over the next two weeks.
For the webinar schedule and additional information on the program, visit n c 
commerce dot com slash m u r r. The webinars are set for Tuesday, September 28 
at 1 o’clock and Friday, October 2 at 11 o’clock

Lost woman found at Cape Hatteras National Seashore in Buxton
After receiving a 911 call at around 9 o’clock Friday night September 25, Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore Rangers worked with the U.S. Coast Guard, Dare 
County Sheriff's Office, Hatteras Island Rescue Squad, and the N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Commission as part of a search and rescue operation to locate a 31-
year-old missing woman.  
It was reported that the woman became lost while walking in the woods near the 
boundary of the national seashore and the Buxton Woods Coastal Reserve, 
managed by the state’s Department of Environmental Quality.
A national seashore Ranger began searching for the lost woman shortly after 
receiving the 911 call, followed by the Hatteras Island Rescue Squad which 
formally initiated and led a search and rescue operation.  
The woman was temporarily located by a U.S. Coast Guard helicopter, but she 
became lost again. Search and rescue efforts were suspended later last night until 
this morning.  
After restarting the search this morning, at around 7:30, a Seashore Ranger 
reported finding the individual walking near the Seashore's administrative 
housing area on Loggerhead Lane.
David Hallac, superintendent of the National Park of Eastern North Carolina, 
thanked all of the emergency services personnel that spent the night searching 
through thick woods and in the air.
 
Dare’s Board of Commissioners agrees to sell land at Buxton Harbor
On Monday, September 21, Dare’s commissioners agreed to sell 28,640 square 
feet of land at the mouth of Buxton Harbor. The buyer is C. Daniel Burrus, who 
owns adjoining property.
The purchase price is $20,000.
Dare continues to own a parcel that borders NC 12.
Commissioner Danny Couch said attempts have been made for 30 years to create 
a water access at Buxton Harbor but without success. Partly, failure is due to 



messed up boundary lines. Couch said “it has no value to us. I don’t have a 
problem with letting it go.”

Radio Hatteras Business Correspondent Tom Hranicka submitted the following 
articles.

Offshore Drilling stopped
Good news was announced September 21. A statement from U.S. Senator Thom 
Tillis announced that President Trump will include North Carolina in his 
moratorium to block offshore oil and gas drilling. The president had previously 
imposed the moratorium for both Florida coasts, South Carolina and George.
The moratorium starts July 1, 2022.
It is unclear about seismic testing off the North Carolina coast.

July occupancy collection sets record
Outer Banks Visitors Bureau Executive Director Lee Nettles announced that July 
occupancy tax collects set a single month record for Dare County. Year-to-date 
occupancy receipts through July are 37 percent ahead of July 2019. As previously 
reported on Radio Hatteras, occupancy tax receipts on Hatteras Island were 3.4 
percent above the first seven months of last year.

Meal tax receipts not as good.
Due to restaurant capacity restrictions, meal tax receipts for the county were 21 
percent lower than in July 2019. Year to day collections were down 30 percent.
On Hatteras Island, food service businesses have experienced a 29.5 percent 
decline.

Real estate sales rise
Data for Hatteras Island’s real estate market showed that sales rose 28.3 percent 
through August while inventory of residential properties declined 43 percent. A 
shortage in the supply of properties may be coming later in the year.
Total dollar value of home sales through August was 30 above the January to 
August time frame in 2019. The Median sale price of residential properties 
recorded a six percent increase.

Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.



                     Public Service Announcements:

July 2020
Insert around noon, at 2, and 5, July 27, 2020.

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather update.
It’s really hot again!

Dangerously hot conditions continue over eastern North Carolina.
Heat index values will reach around 105 degrees.
The National Weather Service has issued a heat advisory, in effect for Dare County until 8 o’clock 
tonight.
Just before 11 this morning, in Frisco, the heat index value was already 103 degrees.
The temperature was 90 degrees.
Tonight the temperature will hover around 81.
For today, southwest winds will continue to blow up to 15 miles per hour with gusts to 20.
To cope with this dangerous weather, the National Weather Service advises drink plenty of fluids, stay in 
an air-conditioned room and stay out of the sun.
Take extra precautions if working or spending time outside. When possible, reschedule strenuous 
activities to early morning or evening. Wear lightweight and loose fitting clothing.
Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 11:30 a.m., July 29, 30, and 31 and 8 a.m. Saturday, Aug. 1
Barbecue fundraiser on Saturday
A barbecue fundraiser is set for Saturday, August 1 at the Salvo Fire Hall.
The event runs from 5 to 7 in the evening. Take out pork barbecue, slaw, baked beans, and a roll. 
All proceeds go to Clark’s Bethel and Fair Haven United Methodist churches.
Donation only. Take out only.
Be safe out there. Stay well. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at noon, 2, and 5, July 23, 2020.

It’s really hot!
Dangerously hot conditions continue over eastern North Carolina.
For the fifth consecutive day, heat index values have reached over 100 degrees.
The National Weather Service has issued a heat advisory, in effect for Dare County until 7 o’clock 
tonight.
Just before 10 this morning, in Frisco, the heat index value was already 103 degrees.
The temperature was 88 degrees.
The weather service predicts a chance for showers and thunderstorms this evening.
Tonight the temperature will hover around 79.
Southwest winds will continue to blow.
To cope with this dangerous weather, the National Weather Service advises drink plenty of fluids, stay in 
an air-conditioned room and stay out of the sun. Young children and pets should never be left 
unattended in vehicles under any circumstances. 



Take extra precautions if working or spending time outside. When possible, reschedule strenuous 
activities to early morning or evening. Wear lightweight and loose fitting clothing when possible.

Insert July 22, 2020, Insert when ready, 5 and 6 p.m.

This Radio Hatteras with a weather alert

It’s a hot day on the Outer Banks

The National Weather Service has issued a heat advisory for eastern North Carolina, including Hatteras 
Island.
The heat index has already hit 103. At 2 p.m., the heat index was 108 with air temperature at 91.
The local advisory from Morehead City is in effect until 8 o’clock this evening.
This is the fourth day in a row that the National Weather Service has issued a heat advisory for eastern 
North Carolina.
To manage the heat, drink plenty of fluids, stay in an air-conditioned room, stay out of the sun, and 
check up on relatives and neighbors. Remember, young children and pets should never be left 
unattended in vehicles under any circumstance.
Take extra precautions if working or spending time outside. When possible reschedule strenuous 
activities to early morning or evening. Wear lightweight and loose fitting clothing when possible. To 
reduce risk during outdoor work, schedule frequent rest breaks in shaded or air conditioned 
environments. 

Inserted on weekly news 7.26  5 p.m., 
Insert at 1:30 p.m. July 27, 28 (remove any other announcements); and July 29 at 8 a.m.

Dare County and the National Weather Service to Host Virtual Hurricane Preparedness Forum

Dare County Emergency Management Director Drew Pearson will be joined by Erik Heden, the National 
Weather Service local Warning Coordination Meteorologist, for a virtual Hurricane Preparedness Forum.
The forum is set for Wednesday, July 29, 2020 at 10:30 in the morning. 
The forum will present important information on personal preparedness actions and updates on 
weather service forecast products. Topics include adapting preparedness efforts to meet the challenges 
presented by COVID-19 and why it’s important to never just focus on the category of a storm but instead 
focus on the impacts. Attendees will also have the opportunity to ask questions.
To register for the virtual forum, go to the Dare County website, dare n c dot com, and look for the 
forum announcement for the link to register.
Contact Drew Pearson at 252-475-5655 with any questions.

Insert at noon, 2 and 4 p.m. July 21.2020
It’s another hot day on the Outer Banks

The National Weather Service has issued a heat advisory for eastern North Carolina, including Hatteras 
Island.



Today, the heat index value of 103 degrees is expected on Hatteras Island
The advisory is in effect until 8 o’clock this evening.
This is the third ????fifth day of this heat wave.
To manage the heat, drink plenty of fluids, stay in an air-conditioned room, stay out of the sun, and 
check up on relatives and neighbors. Remember, young children and pets should never be left 
unattended in vehicles under any circumstance.
Take extra precautions if working or spending time outside. When possible reschedule strenuous 
activities to early morning or evening. Wear lightweight and loose fitting clothing when possible. To 
reduce risk during outdoor work, schedule frequent rest breaks in shaded or air conditioned 
environments. 

Hey Cosmo
This is an on-going event. Let’s run it through December.
I’d like to have a man and a woman record the message so you can switch the voices when inserting.
Thanks so much, Mary Helen 

Insert at 8 a.m. on first and third Wednesdays, starting with July 22

A Grief Support Group meets tonight at 6:30. Due to COVID-19, the group is currently meeting online. 
Individuals can join the meeting via secure video or by phone.
The program is sponsored by Dare County Home Health and Hospice and funded by Cape Hatteras 
United Methodist Men. The meeting is open to all.
For additional information, call Amberly at 252-995-2478. 

Insert 8:30, 9 and 11:30 a.m. July 7
On Tuesday, July 7, beachgoers in Avon might see the research vessel, the Southern Echo, near shore. 
Dare County’s engineering consultant, CSE, is conducting beach surveys of Avon for a beach 
nourishment feasibility study. The survey requires the vessel to get closer to shore than typically 
allowed.

Insert when ready and then 4, June 30; July 1 and 2, 8:30, noon and 3

COVID-19 testing coming to Hatteras Island July 9
 
Dare County has scheduled a diagnostic and antibody COVID-19 testing event on Hatteras Island.
The event will be held on Thursday, July 9, 2020, starting at 10 in the morning at the Fessenden Center 
in Buxton. 
This event is open to permanent residents of Dare County, ages 10 and older. 
This is not a free event. Insurance carriers, Medicaid and Medicare cover the cost of the diagnostic test. 
Mako Medical Laboratories will work with those without insurance.
Appointments are required. The call center is open Monday through Friday from 8:30 to 5. 
To schedule an appointment, call 252-475-5008.  



August 2020 

Insert when ready and 2 and 3 p.m., Friday, Aug. 28, 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather update.

This afternoon’s hot and humid conditions will drive the heat index value up to 97 degrees. 
The remnants of tropical depression Laura will move north of eastern North Carolina Saturday into 
Saturday night. The weather disturbance will push a cold front across our area.
A threat of severe thunderstorms has been posted by the National Weather Service in Morehead City. 
The main hazards will be damaging winds and an isolated tornado or two.

September 2020

Inserted 4 5 6 p.m., Sept. 21.20

This is Radio Hatteras with a village road condition report; trash collection delayed.

All flooded roads are covered with salt water. Drive slowly so as not to make a wake or splash other 
vehicles.
Avon is flooded on NC 12 from the Post Office to Ace Hardware. It is deep. 
In northern Buxton, a front-end loader was moving sand off NC 12 roadway at 2:45 this afternoon. Old 
Lighthouse Road was flooded at one time.
Ocean water has accumulated on NC 12 from Sandy Bay to the entrance to Hatteras Village.
In northern Rodanthe, ocean water is across NC 12 above Island Convenience and narrows the 
northbound lane past North Beach campground.
NC 12 remains closed between Oregon Inlet and Rodanthe. NCDOT announced that the closed area is 
expected to remain closed until Tuesday afternoon.
The National Weather Service reports that water levels will peak during high tide, which is around 11:30 
tonight and around noon Tuesday.
Perhaps you’ve seen photographs of cars and a RV stuck in sand and ocean water pouring over north of 
Rodanthe. Reliable sources say those drivers went around barricades.
Here’s an announcement from Dare County.
Trash collection is delayed in four Hatteras Island villages.
Due to the closure of NC 12 on Hatteras Island, trash collection that would normally take place on 
Tuesday will now take place on Wednesday, September 23 in the residential areas of Rodanthe, Waves, 
Salvo and Avon. 



Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Cutline at 10:50, Sept. 20, 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with a road update

NC 12 between Oregon Inlet Bridge and Rodanthe is closed to all traffic.
Overwash on NC 12 in Pea Island National Wildlife Refuge made the closure necessary as a safety 
precaution.  
Traffic stops are in place on the northside of the Oregon Inlet Bridge and in north Rodanthe.
The closure will be in place for an undetermined amount of time.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Cut in at 10:35 a.m., Sept. 20, 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with a road update

Northbound traffic on NC 12 was stopped in Rodanthe at 10:20 this morning during the high tide cycle.
The closure was requested by the state’s transportation department.
A state highway patrolman is stopping traffic.
The closure will be in place for an undetermined amount of time.
Flooding is also occurring in Buxton, down streets in north Rodanthe and in Avon 

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Cut-in at 2:07 p.m., Sept. 19

This is Radio Hatteras with storm information

On NC 12 in Pea Island, NCDOT has held up traffic for a period of time in order to clear sand from the 
roadway. With the high volume of traffic, it is the safest way for NCDOT workers to operate sand 
pushing machinery. 
Dare County Emergency Management is advising travelers to and from Hatteras Island to avoid travel at 
high tide tonight and on Sunday into Monday.
Guests scheduled to depart on Sunday are advised to consider adjusting plans by leaving today as soon 
as possible. Those scheduled to arrive on Sunday should check with their accommodations provider and 
consider delaying arrival.
A coastal flood warning is issued for Hatteras Island and northern Outer Banks. Coastal flooding during 
periods of high tide will create hazardous driving conditions along NC 12 in Pea Island, in Avon and in 
northern Buxton and northern Rodanthe. Coastal flooding may make some parts of NC 12 impassable.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Live cutin- 10:50 a.m., Sept. 19.



This is Radio Hatteras with a storm update

Ocean overwash is now affecting NC 12 on Hatteras Island.
At 10:30 this morning, ocean overwash was coursing across NC 12 in north Buxton, north Rodanthe and 
in Pea Island. NC 12 in Avon is awash in ocean water starting at the Post Office.
Traffic was still moving in all locations at this time.
The next high tide is around 10 tonight.
The National Weather Service says “this is the beginning of a long duration coastal flood event with 
oceanside impacts north of Cape Hatteras.”

Be very safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 1, 2, 3 and 4 p.m. Friday, September 18, 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with a weather update.

For the northern Outer Banks and Hatteras Island, the National Weather Service has posted a long-
duration coastal flood watch and a high surf advisory.
High astronomical tides, increasing swell from Hurricane Teddy and a prolonged and a strong northeast 
wind will last through the weekend
For the coastal flood watch, the weather service is predicting two to four feet of inundation above 
ground level along the Oceanside.
The Coastal Flood Watch is in effect from Friday night through Sunday night.
For the High Surf Advisory, the weather service expects large breaking waves of 7 to 12 feet in the surf 
zone. The advisory warns of dangerous swimming and surfing conditions with strong rip currents.
“Everyone should stay out of the water,” warns the weather service.
The High Surf Advisory is in effect from Friday night at 11 o’clock and to 6 o’clock, Wednesday morning, 
Sept. 23.
High tides are around 9, Friday night; 9 in the morning and 10 at night on Saturday, and around 10 in the 
morning and 11 at night, Sunday, Sept. 20. 
Dare County Emergency Management is asking visitors to be mindful of Hurricane Teddy and the 
remnants of Sally and is encouraging travelers to and from Hatteras Island to consider leaving early or to 
adjust arrival and departure times to avoid high tide.
Ocean overwash along areas of N.C. Highway 12 on Hatteras Island could cause temporary closures of 
the roadway during periods of high tide.

Stay safe out there. Be well. This is Radio Hatteras.

From Carol Busbey – volunteer programmer
sorry i've missed all of the phone meetings and have been quiet on keeping up with everyone but we 
have been swamped in our store since they opened dare county up may 16. it's been 7 days a week, 10 
+ hours a day, for the three of us plus one part time employee (who came down with mono in the 
middle of june and missed 4 weeks of work)

just a few things to pass along.



i've sold almost $5000 in tee shirts so far this year which translates into me talking to all of these people 
either over the phone or in my store.   i'd say the age group that LOVES the station is 35 to 70.  and 
people do love it and want to talk about it.

i have a little donation jar next to my register and i'm venturing a guess i've collected over $200 in it this 
year.  people just throw their change in it and add paper money too.

here's what they love:

the 8 PM shows
the music mix
the lack of advertising
the music history
the lighthouse questions
the dare county history/old news

several people have told me they miss the shipwreck bits but i think we replaced them with the park 
service anniversary stuff for this year

so many folks that don't live here told me they listen everyday. One said we're better than pandora, one 
said he cancelled his sirius/xm radio subscription.

Insert 8 if you can, 9, 10, 11 a.m., Thursday, Sept. 17.

This is Radio Hatteras with a morning weather update.

Eastern North Carolina will experience some impacts from the remnants of Tropical Cyclone Sally today 
and Friday, reports the National Weather Service.
Heavy rain is possible. Two to four inches of rain is predicted.
Today and Friday, the unsettled weather brings damaging wind gusts and thunderstorms.
Minor coastal flooding is possible.
Behind Sally comes stronger, prolonged northeast winds with perhaps more extensive coastal flooding.
Also arriving this weekend are large swells from distant Hurricane Teddy. Once again very dangerous 
surf conditions and rip currents will visit Hatteras Island beaches.

Stay safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 5, 5:30, 6 p.m., Sept. 14, 2020

This is Radio Hatteras with an afternoon weather update. 

A Coastal Flood Advisory has been issued for the Outer Banks including Ocracoke and Hatteras Islands. 
Increasing swell from Paulette starting at the high tide cycle tonight and again Tuesday morning will 
likely cause ocean overwash on Highway 12 in vulnerable locations, reports the National Weather 
Service.
The highest impacts from the swells will be felt along east-facing beaches on Hatteras Island from 
around Rodanthe south to the north side of Buxton.



Elsewhere minor overwash is possible.
High tides are around 6 o’clock this evening and between 6 and 7 o’clock tomorrow morning and around 
7 Tuesday evening.
The high risk for rip currents will continue Tuesday, with very rough surf.  
A higher than normal astronomical tide may again produce elevated water levels Wednesday and 
Thursday.

Be safe out there. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at  noon, 2, 4, Sept. 14, 2020

This Radio Hatteras with a weather alert.

The National Weather Service has posted a High Surf Advisory and Beach Hazards Statement.

Until 8 o’clock tonight, large breaking waves of six to 10 feet are expected in the surf zone on beaches 
north of Cape Hatteras.

The weather services warns that dangerous swimming and surfing conditions exist. Around the time of 
high tide, localized beach erosion and overwash of vulnerable dunes may occur.

On both sides of a low tide, strong rip currents are likely to occur. 

Long period swells from distant Hurricane Paulette and already elevated water levels could lead to 
significant beach erosion and wave runup across east-facing beaches through midweek, states the 
weather service. Overwashing of vulnerable dune structures, with inundation of roadways and nearby 
properties is possible around the time of high tides beginning this afternoon.

Be very careful at the beach. Drive carefully. This is Radio Hatteras.

Insert at 11, 2, and 5, Sept. 3, 2020

It’s really hot!

The National Weather Service has issued a heat advisory, in effect for Hatteras Island until 7 o’clock 
tonight.
Heat index values 105 to 109 degrees are expected.
Southwest winds will blow. Gusts up to 25 miles per hour are predicted.
To cope with this dangerous weather, the National Weather Service advises drink plenty of fluids, stay in 
an air-conditioned room and stay out of the sun. Young children and pets should never be left 
unattended in vehicles under any circumstances. 
Take extra precautions if working or spending time outside. When possible, reschedule strenuous 
activities to early morning or evening. Wear lightweight and loose fitting clothing when possible.
In addition to the heat advisory, the National Weather Service warns dangerous rip currents will be 
present on Hatteras Island’s south-facing beaches.



Dare County Arts Council’s September Courthouse Sessions PSAs Tuesday, September 1: For the month 
of September, Dare County Arts Council’s Courthouse Sessions are featuring musicians from Hatteras & 
Ocracoke Islands. On Tuesday, September 1, the band Raygun Ruby will be streaming live from Buxton 
on Dare County Arts Council’s Facebook page at 8 o’clock in the evening. Tune in and support local 
Outer Banks musicians! For more information visit DareArts.org.

Tuesday, September 8: For the month of September, Dare County Arts Council’s Courthouse Sessions 
are featuring musicians from Hatteras & Ocracoke Islands. On Tuesday, September 8, duo Aaron Caswell 
and Jack Willis will be streaming live from Ocracoke on Dare County Arts Council’s Facebook page at 8 
o’clock in the evening. Tune in and support local Outer Banks musicians! For more information visit 
DareArts.org. 

Tuesday, September 15: For the month of September, Dare County Arts Council’s Courthouse Sessions 
are featuring musicians from Hatteras & Ocracoke Islands. On Tuesday, September 15, Blurky’s Quirky 
Friends will be streaming live from Rodanthe on Dare County Arts Council’s Facebook page at 8 o’clock 
in the evening. Tune in and support local Outer Banks musicians! For more information visit 
DareArts.org. 

Tuesday, September 22: For the month of September, Dare County Arts Council’s Courthouse Sessions 
are featuring musicians from Hatteras & Ocracoke Islands. On Tuesday, September 22, Rory Kelleher will 
be streaming live from Buxton on Dare County Arts Council’s Facebook page at 8 o’clock in the evening. 
Tune in and support local Outer Banks musicians! For more information visit DareArts.org. 

Tuesday, September 29: For the month of September, Dare County Arts Council’s Courthouse Sessions 
are featuring musicians from Hatteras & Ocracoke Islands. On Tuesday, September 29, duo Lou Castro 
and Marcy Brenner of Coyote will be streaming live from Ocracoke on Dare County Arts Council’s 
Facebook page at 8pm. Tune in and support local Outer Banks musicians! For more information visit 
DareArts.org.


