
ISSUES/PROGRAMS SUMMARY
1st quarter – (January - March) 2018
WVSU covered several community issues this quarter with various forms of programming, including 
ongoing public service announcement campaigns, and promotions for significant events in the 
community. For the following issues, a 30-second public service announcement was aired at least once 
daily during the quarter, unless otherwise noted:

• Adoption/Foster Care – WVSU aired a campaign throughout the quarter supporting efforts by 
the Alabama Department of Human Resources to encourage foster care and adoption. The 
program aired daily throughout the quarter and specifically encouraged foster parenthood. The 
messages featured University of Alabama football coach Nick Saban and former University of 
Alabama football player Bobby Humphrey.

• Mortgage/Foreclosure Assistance – WVSU aired a campaign (throughout the quarter) on behalf 
of the Alabama Housing Finance Authority called “Hardest Hit Alabama.” The campaign called 
attention to the program designed to help homeowners affected by the housing crisis deal with 
possible foreclosure.

• Employment – WVSU aired a campaign (throughout the quarter) on behalf of the Alabama Dept. 
of Labor promoting the Alabama Career Center, which connects people with job opportunities, 
and offers assistance on preparing for job applications and interviews. Additionally, WVSU aired 
a campaign (beginning Jan. 10) on behalf of “Alabama Works,” which also provides resources for 
those seeking employment.

• History and Culture – WVSU aired a series throughout the quarter entitled Alabama Legacy 
Moments and produced by the Alabama Bicentennial Committee. The series gives brief 
biographies of Alabama’s influential historical figures, in advance of the state’s 2019 
Bicentennial.

• Health: Children’s Care – WVSU aired a campaign (beginning March 16) promoting support 
for the non-profit Children’s Miracle Network. The messages by actress Kristen Bell encourage 
donations to the network of hospitals, including Children’s of Alabama.

• Health: Pain Management and Opioids – The Jan. 9 and 16 5 p.m. editions of “Healthy Dose” 
(10 minutes) featured a conversation with Dr. Jake Galdo of the McWhorter School of Pharmacy, 
discussing pain medications, with particular emphasis on opioids and addiction issues. 

• Health: Healthcare Communication – The Jan. 23 5 p.m. edition of “Healthy Dose” (10 
minutes) featured a conversation with pharmacist Patrick Devereux about communication among 
patients, pharmacists and various other healthcare professionals. The program featured suggested 
ways for patients and professionals to communicate their prescriptions to prevent adverse 
reactions.  

• Health and Education: Pharmacy - The Feb 6 and 13 5 p.m. editions of “Healthy Dose” (10 
minutes) featured conversations with Jon Parker, admissions director for the McWhorter School 
of Pharmacy, discussing the pharmacy program and what prospective students can expect.

• Health: HIV - The Feb. 20 and 27 5 p.m. editions of “Healthy Dose” (10 minutes) featured 
conversations with Dr. Crystal Deas of the McWhorter School of Pharmacy, discussing HIV and 
AIDS, treatment and prevention protocols, including information about PrEP prevention.



WVSU aired the following long-form programs, dealing at length with significant community issues:

• Cultural Enrichment: Jazz – WVSU aired a daily (weekdays at noon), one-hour program 
featuring traditional jazz music. The program was hosted by jazz author Bart Grooms, who 
discusses artist biographies and places them and the music in its historical context in the 
development of American culture. The program also emphasizes contributions made to jazz by 
local and regional artists.

Each Sunday at 10 am, WVSU provided the community with the live broadcast of the Vestavia Hills 
Baptist Church worship service.


