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WUNC News 3rd Quarter 2019
Features and Interviews July-September 2019

Morning Edition (ME): Monday – Friday, 5am – 9am
All Things Considered (ATC): Monday – Friday, 4pm – 6:30pm
Weekend Edition (WE): Saturday – Sunday, 8am – 10am
Weekend All Things Considered (WATC): Saturday – Sunday, 5pm – 6pm
Here and Now (H&N): Monday – Thursday, 1pm – 3pm, Friday 1pm – 2pm

Arts/Culture:

Phil Freelon – the decorated architect most celebrated for his work on the Smithsonian’s 
African American history museum – has died.
Feature, ME, 7-10-2019

This is Morning Edition - I'm Eric Hodge.
Andrew Bird.
Interview, ME/ATC, 7-12-2019

The life of an aging blues or folk musician is not always pretty. Many of these old soulsters have 
not been able to retire with dignity. Race and Southern Culture Reporter Leoneda Inge reports 
on an effort to improve the lives and save the music of more than 400 artists, most of them 
older African Americans.
Feature, ME, 8-6-2019

Tomorrow night, local super group Preeesh! rolls into the Cradle.  They've worked up songs 
from Joe Jackson's first two records which came out 40 YEARS AGO.  The line-up is John Plymale 
on guitar and vocals, Rob Ladd on drums, Robert Sledge on bass and vocals and Brian Dennis on 
guitar. John and Rob join me now to give us a little insight into the madcap fun.
Interview, ME, 8-23-2019

I’m Eric Hodge. The Hopscotch Music Festival has become one of the South’s premiere music 
festivals.  Over the last decade everyone from Public Enemy to The War on Drugs has played.  
It’s three-days of live music in the clubs, Red Hat Amphitheater and on the mainstage on the 
City Plaza in downtown Raleigh.

Feature, WESUN, 9-1-2019

I'm Eric Hodge from WUNC Music -- All this year we're asking people in the music community to 
pick a song they love -- that says something about our home state.  It's part of our Come Hear 
N-C series.
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Feature, WESUN,9-15-2019

I'm Kamaya Truitt-Martin from the WUNC Youth Reporting Institute -- This year WUNC hired 
youth reporters to go out and tell us stories from their community. Kayla Beckett just graduated 
from Josephine Dobbs Clement Early college. She spent the summer navigating her way 
through her gender and religious identity.
Feature, WESAT/WESUN, 9-14/14-2019

That's the song SLEEPER from Copenhagen-based electronic musician Anders Trentemoller.  His 
new release is called OBVERSE and features contributions from SLOWDIVE'S RACHEL GOSWELL 
and WARPAINT'S JENNY LEE LINDBERG.

Feature, ME, 9-27-2019

Economy:

Education:
Students across North Carolina are returning to school this week. In Jones County, many of 
them will be walking into a brand new building that serves Kindergarten through 12th grade. 
Most will have no idea that their school represents a first for the state. W-U-N-C’s Education 
Policy reporter Cole del Charco has the story...
Feature, ME, 8-26-2019

Many students across North Carolina returned to school this week. In Jones County, many of 
them walked into a brand new building that serves Kindergarten through 12th grade. Most had 
no idea that their school represents a first for the state. W-U-N-C’s Education Policy reporter 
Cole del Charco has the story...
Feature, WESAT, 8-31-2019

Last year in Durham Public Schools more than 450 students dropped out – 45-percent were 
Hispanic.  We asked Youth Reporter Victor Amaya to find out why.  We're not using the last 
name of one-person Victor interviewed because of concerns about immigration status.
Feature, WESAT, WESUN, 8-31-19, 9-1-19

Across the country, school has started and yellow buses are taking to the roads each morning 
and afternoon. But just as universal as the yellow school bus is a constant bus driver shortage. 
Cole del Charco reports.
Feature, ME, 9-9-2019
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The traditional school year is in full swing now, and yellow buses are everywhere on the roads 
each morning and afternoon. But just as universal as the yellow school bus is a constant bus 
driver shortage. Cole del Charco reports.
Feature, WESAT, 9-14-2019

Environment:

Greensboro/Triad:

Greensboro is now home to the first permanent community of tiny houses in North Carolina. 
They were designed to help people experiencing homelessness. Naomi Prioleau has more.
Feature, ME, 7-1-2019

Kids have a wide variety of summer-camp choices these days. W-U-N-C's Leoneda Inge has 
found a unique summer experience in Alamance County. It's designed to encourage boys of 
color to consider medical school.
Feature, ME/WESAT, 7-24-2019

Guns & America:

This Spring, sheriffs across the country said they would refuse to enforce new gun laws in their 
states, as part of the Second Amendment Sanctuary County movement. But what happens 
when *other* members of law enforcement in those same areas say they will enforce those 
laws? Guns and America's Leigh Paterson reports for W-U-N-C on how this dynamic is unfolding 
in Weld County, in northern Colorado.
Feature, ME, 7-3-2019

In the wake of high-profile police shootings, there’s often a call for police to wear “body-cams.” 
Today, a growing number of police departments use body-worn cameras while their officers are 
out in the field. Guns And America’s Ryan Lindsay reports for W-U-N-C.
Feature, ATC, 7-5-2019

One of the best parts of any event is the free SWAG: free keychains, free frisbees, free pens. 
But when it comes to gun safety, is a free gun lock really worth picking up? Adhiti Bandlamudi 
[AH-dih-tee bund-luh-MOODY] reports.
Feature, ME, 7-8-2019

In the wake of a mass shooting, many politicians call for new gun laws. But whether or not 
those laws actually work to reduce gun violence is a different story. After the Aurora theater 
shooting in Colorado, lawmakers banned high capacity magazines. But Guns And America 
reporter Leigh Paterson (lee PAT-er-sun) found that in the six years since, few people have ever 
been sentenced for violating it. 
Feature, ME, 7-22-2019
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Police departments across the country allow officers to work secondary employment. Often, it’s 
acting as armed security guards wearing their police uniforms. As Guns And America’s Matt 
Richmond reports for W-U-N-C, the practice raises unanswered questions about oversight and 
the use of public resources for private purposes.
Feature, 8-2-2019

President Donald Trump likes getting a reaction from his base...
But after recently expressing support for red flag laws, many aren’t happy. As Guns And 
America’s Heath Druzin reports for W-U-N-C, some of his staunchest allies in the gun rights 
community say they may abandon a man they once thought would expand gun rights.
Feature, 8-8-2019

As kids across the country head back to school for the year, the question of how to keep 
students safe is constant and ever-evolving, especially when it comes to mass shootings. For 
Guns And America, Leigh Paterson (Lee PAT-er-sun) went to an active shooter training at a 
school in northern Colorado which focused on three actions: evacuate, barricade, and fight.
Feature, ATC, 9-11-2019

Health:

Over the past decade, many doctors have sold their primary care practices to hospital systems. 
That often difficult choice is driven by increased regulations from the Affordable Care Act, 
difficulty in negotiating rates with private health insurers and more. But not all doctors are 
selling their practices to hospitals. Jason deBruyn reports on one Triangle group that's staying 
fiercely independent.
Feature, 7-29-19

The State Health Plan covers more than seven hundred thousand North Carolinians. It's the 
private health insurance used by many teachers, social workers and other state employees. The 
leaders of the plan want to fundamentally change how it pays for health care. But hospitals 
around the state don't like the proposal. Jason deBruyn reports that if sides don't reach an 
agreement by Monday, it could mean drastically higher medical bills for those on the plan.
Feature, ME, 8-5-2019

In 2017, black high school students attempted suicide at almost twice the rate of their white 
peers. According to experts, suicide has long been ignored within the black community. But as 
Naomi Prioleau reports, some dedicated people are working to address the stigma, and get 
young, at-risk people the help they need.
Feature, ME, 9-30-2019

Military/American Homefront:
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More National Guard troops are headed to the U.S./Mexico border. A thousand troops from 
Texas will try to address one of the unintended results of President Trump’s immigration 
crackdown -- traffic jams.
Feature, ME, 7-12-2019

When you think about all the challenges veterans face after they're injured in the service, 
struggling to play video games may not be the first to come to mind. But some V-A medical 
centers have realized helping vets get back in the game can also help with their recovery.

Stephanie Colombini of WUNC's American Homefront Project reports from Tampa.
Feature, WESAT, 7-26-19

Congress is considering whether to provide more benefits for service members and veterans 
whose war injuries left them infertile.
Feature, ME, 7-31-19

The Department of Defense plans to award certificates to as many as half a million veterans 
who were exposed to radiation during nuclear weapons tests. The veterans served between 19-
45 and 19-92. But as Stephanie Colombini reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project, the 
move leaves many of the so-called "atomic veterans" underwhelmed.
Feature, ME, 8-7-2019

When mold was found last month in nearly 2,500 dorm rooms at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, it wasn't the first time the military faced criticism for housing conditions. But some 
advocates say it could be a turning point, because Air Force members at the base took to social 
media to publicize the situation. Carson Frame reports for WUNC's American Homefront 
Project. 
Feature, 8-20-2019

When members of the National Guard and Reserve are called away to serve in the military, the 
law protects them from losing their jobs or being denied promotions. But there have been 
thousands of complaints against employers who don't follow the law --- and in many of those 
cases, the employer is the federal government itself. From San Diego, Steve Walsh reports for 
WUNC's American Homefront Project.
Feature, ME, 8-28-2019

The military is spending millions of dollars to clean up water contamination around bases 
throughout the country. The pollution came from firefighting foam that was widely used in 
training exercises. But some people living with the effects of the contamination say the money 
has not gone far enough. From Colorado Springs, Dan Boyce reports for WUNC's American 
Homefront Project.
Feature, WESUN, 9-1-2019



6
 News 3rd Quarter 2019 Story Descriptions

So far this year, about 80 members of the Air Force have died by suicide -- a much higher 
number than this time last year. Air Force leaders have responded by mandating that every 
base hold a one-day "stand down," where airmen can learn and talk about mental health 
issues. Dan Boyce of WUNC's American Homefront Project attended a stand-down in Colorado 
Springs.
Feature, ME, 9-12-2019

The companies that manage most of the housing on U-S military bases have been under fire for 
poor maintenance. Now one of those companies — which operates housing on Fort Bragg and 
more than a dozen other bases — has unveiled an unusual plan it says will help. Jay Price 
reports for WUNC's American Homefront Project.
Feature, 9-13-2019

The Department of Veterans Affairs is reaching out to clergy members around the country to 
help veterans in need. The agency is holding sessions to train religious leaders to look for signs 
of psychological issues among veterans in their congregations.
Feature, ME, 9-24-2019

Politics/Government:

Republicans and Democrats at the state legislature are tangled in a tense battle of wills over the 
budget. And the outcome may hinge on whether the General Assembly's GOP leadership can 
lure some Democrats to their side on a veto override. Rusty Jacobs reports.
Feature, ME, 7-10-2019

Under the Trump Administration, it has gotten harder for high tech companies to hire the 
skilled labor they need. Employers can access foreign workers with technical skills by offering 
them H-1B visas. These are specifically tailored toward technical jobs that require advanced 
degrees. But U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services has increased its scrutiny on that 
program. That means businesses are having a hard time filling holes in their workforce. Jason 
deBruyn is the WUNC data reporter and has looked closely at the H-1B program and its trends. 
He joins me now.
Interview, ME, 7-11-2019

Tensions are high at the North Carolina General Assembly. House Democrats want to hold the 
line on sustaining Governor Roy Cooper's budget veto. Republicans in the GOP-controlled 
chamber are trying to persuade enough Democrats to cross party lines and vote for an override. 
As Rusty Jacobs reports, one fifth-term representative is standing at the eye of the political 
storm.
Feature, ME, 7-15-2019

Thousands of loyal Trump supporters descended upon Greenville yesterday. Immigration and 
the economy were among the topics that came up most frequently, when backers of the 
President spoke with Capitol Bureau Chief Jeff Tiberii.



7
 News 3rd Quarter 2019 Story Descriptions

Thousands of loyal Trump supporters descended upon Greenville yesterday. Immigration and 
the economy were among the topics that came up most frequently, when backers of the 
President spoke with Capitol Bureau Chief Jeff Tiberii.
Feature, ATC, 7-18-2019

The State Board of Elections is scheduled to vote this evening [MONDAY] on the certification of 
new voting systems. The decision comes just as a U-S senate report raised concerns about 
voting machine security. Rusty Jacobs reports.
Feature, 7-29-2019

The saga of North Carolina's 9th Congressional District is approaching its end. Two weeks 
remain in the special election to fill one of only two vacant seats in the U-S House of 
Representatives. And it's hardly a cordial affair. Rusty Jacobs reports.
Feature, ME, 8-28-2019

The two Dans running for North Carolina’s Ninth Congressional District clashed last night in 
their only face-to-face debate--aired on W-B-T-V in Charlotte. It was a heated battle between a 
moderate Democrat and a staunch Republican supporter of the president. Rusty Jacobs reports.
Feature, ME, 8-28-2019

President Trump held a rally in Fayetteville last night [Monday] to give a last-minute boost to 
Dan Bishop -- the Republican candidate in today's 9th Congressional District special election. Jay 
Price reports.
Feature, 9-10-19

North Carolina’s seemingly endless Ninth District Congressional race is over. Republican Dan 
Bishop won the special election last night by two percentage points over Democrat Dan 
McCready, in a race that drew national attention as a possible preview to the 2020 election. 
WFAE’s Steve Harrison has this report.
Feature, ME, 9-11-19

North Carolina elected two new Congressmen last night. 
In the much-publicized 9th District do-over [Republican Dan Bishop appears to have squeaked 
out a victory over Democrat Dan McCready]. 
Meanwhile, the result in the third was never really in doubt. There Republican Greg Murphy 
carried X percent of the vote and defeated Democrat Allen Thomas. Now Murphy will head to 
Washington to try to fill the shoes of a longtime U-S House member who died in February. Jeff 
Tiberii reports from Greenville.
Feature, ME, 9-11-2019

At the beginning of the week, attention at the North Carolina General Assembly was focused on 
a court-ordered re-drawing of legislative district maps. But yesterday [WEDNESDAY], fireworks 
erupted over an unexpected turn with the state budget. N-P-R's All Things Considered host Ailsa 
[el-suh] Chang picks the story up with W-U-N-C's Jeff Tiberii.
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Feature, ME, 9-12-2019

The Republican-controlled legislature has completed its court-ordered task of redrawing state 
house and senate districts. The North Carolina General Assembly signed off on new maps 
yesterday [TUESDAY]. They now must undergo judicial review in Wake County Superior Court. 
Rusty Jacobs reports.
Feature, ME, 9-18-2019

Race/Diversity:

On August 20, 2018, protesters toppled the Confederate monument at U-N-C Chapel Hill known 
as Silent Sam. A year later, the fate of the statue is still unclear, and questions remain about 
how the university should reckon with the issues of race that Silent Sam brought to the 
foreground. Will Michaels reports.
Feature, ME, 8-20-2019

Elon University joined other schools, community groups and law enforcement this week for an 
inaugural National Day of Reconciliation. The idea is to improve relations between police and 
People of Color.
Feature, ME, 9-19-2019

Sports:

Weather:

The Carolinas have not been hit by a hurricane so far this year, but researchers at N.C. State 
University are predicting a normal year with five to seven big storms in the Atlantic.  After last 
year's disasters with hurricanes Florence and Michael, Duke Energy officials say they're ready 
for whatever comes this way. That's thanks to a new technology-filled control center that 
opened last year in northeast Charlotte. WFAE's David Boraks joined a media tour this week 
and has this report.
Feature, 7-26-19

This is All Things Considered. I’m Dave DeWitt. Hurricane Dorian is on its way. It’ predicted to 
bring hurricane force winds to barrier islands and communities up and down the North Carolina 
coast starting overnight.
Feature, ATC, 9-4-2019

Hurricane Dorian brought apparently historic flooding to Ocracoke Island on the Outer Banks as 
the storm swept out to sea. The swirling winds from the hurricane pushed water from the 
Pamlico Sound across Ocracoke and Hatteras Village this morning. Longtime Ocracoke resident 
Rex O'Neal spoke with W-U-N-C's Will Michaels shortly after the floodwaters receded.
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Interview, ATC, 9-6-2019

Other:

The corpse flower, a large, stinky flower, has bloomed on NC State's campus and is open to the 
public. Adhiti Bandlamudi [AH-dih-tee BUND-luh-MOODY] went to the Marye Anne Fox Science 
Laboratory to check it out.
Feature, ATC, 8-2-2019

A plant native to western North Carolina is having a moment. Elderflower “or Elder,” as it’s 
often called, is being infused in cocktails, preserved in jams -- and it was even baked into Harry 
and Meghan’s royal wedding cake. Blue Ridge Public Radio’s Cass Herrington found out what all 
the hype is about...
Feature, 8-16-2019

Law enforcement officials are trying to spread the message to college students that they should 
be cautious when using rideshare apps. Adhiti Bandlamudi [AH-dih-tee BUND-luh-MOODY] 
reports.
Feature, ME, 8-27-2019

Thousands of people are injured every year in firearm-related incidents. Alana Wise spoke with 
some of these survivors about how they have healed, and what remains broken. It's part of a 
new project from Guns and America called “Shattered: ... Life After Being Shot.” These are 
stories of everyday gun violence, told by the people affected.
Feature, ATC, 9-17-2019

The proliferation of cyber criminals now keeps I-T security managers up at night. High profile 
data breaches at Marriott, Equifax and others have compromised personal records of millions 
of Americans. But it's not just private companies at risk. Increasingly, midsized cities and even 
small towns have become favored targets. Jason deBruyn reports on the additional burdens 
and risks to Raleigh and the towns in Wake County.
Feature, ME, 9-19-2019

Arts/Culture:
Economy:
Education:
Environment:
Greensboro/Triad:
Guns & America:
Health:
Military/American Homefront:
Politics/Government:
Race/Diversity:
Sports:
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