
WNAB-TV 58 (DTV 23) ISSUES AND PROGRAMS 

REPORT FOR Q1 2008 
  

  
  

WNAB has identified many issues of public interest within the Middle Tennessee community, 

and has addressed them through program content, public service announcements, and non-

broadcast activities. Much of WNAB’s community-relevant programming comes from a 

program called “Comments With Dr. James Haney”, a weekly half-hour series broadcast on 

Saturdays at 6:00 AM that features prominent TSU professor Dr. James Haney discussing 

current community issues and events in both interview and panel-discussion segments.  

  

Another program aired by WNAB that serves community interests is “Hispanics Today”, a 

weekly half-hour series broadcast on Sundays at 11:30 AM that focuses on issues relating to 

America’s growing Hispanic population. This program features segments of particular 

importance and relevance to our viewing public, which includes a burgeoning Hispanic 

community. 

  

The following is a brief summary of some specific issues addressed by these programs and 

through other means by WNAB during the first quarter of 2008:  

  

  

POLITICS & GOVERNMENT 
  

  

  

 Comments #543, "The Evolution of Affirmative Action," aired 01/26/08, 22 mins  

This episode consisted of a discussion with Dr. Kelly Sanford of TSU regarding the 

wisdom and political maneuvering that formulated the turbulent history of Affirmative 

Action legislation in America.  
  

 Comments #536, "Civil Rights Act, 1964," aired 02/09/08, 22 mins  
This episode consisted of a discussion with Dr. Lewis Baldwin of TSU that covered the motives and 
history of the civil rights movement of the 1960's from public demonstrations to finally legislation.  
The discussion also placed the effort in a modern context to compare and contrast the political 
climate now and then.  
  

 Comments #568, "Civil Rights Movement in Tennessee," aired 03/22/08, 22 mins  
This episode continued Dr. Haney's focus on civil rights, localizing the discussion to 
demonstrations and other efforts here in Tennessee, placing them in a timeline and examining 
their overall significance in the civil rights struggle of the 1960's.   
  

  Hispanics Today #731  aired 03/30/08, 5 min segment 
Decision 2008:  Could Hispanics Decide the Next President? 

  



The 2008 Presidential election promises to be one of the most historic contests in history;  For the 
first time ever, either a woman or an African American will head the ticket of the Democratic 
Party.  And for the first time ever, it is likely the growing base of new Hispanic voters could well 
hold the trump card to decide who will win.  We will see firsthand how all of the candidates are 
going out of their way to court the cherished Latino vote.  

  
  

 Additionally, WNAB aired the following PSA’s in the interest of raising public awareness 

of government-related issues:  

  

 "Ask Government", a PSA encouraging young people to take an active interest in 

their government produced by www.usa.gov and the Ad Council.  
  

  

  

EDUCATION 
  

  

 Comments #534, "The Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Public Education in the South," aired 

02/23/08, 22 mins  

Featured discussion with Dr. E. Kelly Sanford of Tennessee State University detailing the 

continuing impact of civil rights legislation on the education systems of the American 

south, focusing on example systems in Tennessee and Alabama.   

  

  Hispanics Today #726  aired 02/24/08, 5 min segment 
Conversen Latino: Touching young lives step by step 
  
We dedicate this episode to one of the young men featured prominently in this story; after our 
interview with dancer Wilfredo Trevino, Jr. he was killed by a drunk driver in Philadelphia. 
Wilfredo was one of the brightest dancers mentored by Hector Serrano, a one-time dance club 
entrepreneur who went on to found one of Philadelphia’s most successful after-school dance 
programs. We meet Hector and see how he’s turning young lives around step-by-step through 
dance. One of his shining stars was Wilfredo Trevino, Jr. who treats us to one of the final dance 
performances of his young life. 

  
  Hispanics Today #729  aired 03/16/08, 5 min segment 

Hispanic College Fund:  Helping Make Higher Education Possible 
  
Recent surveys show that among Hispanics who want to attend college, some 98 percent have 
reservations about how they’ll afford it.  In response to this disconnect between want and means, 
the Hispanic College Fund started.  Back in the early 1990’s a letter to a magazine editor provided 
the spark to start the fund.  In the letter, a bright Hispanic student wrote about his despondency 
over not being able to afford college.  That letter struck a chord with scores of Hispanic 
entrepreneurs.  Two decades later, the Hispanic College Fund has turned into a multi-million dollar 
fundraising juggernaut with one sole mission;  To help more Hispanics go to college. 

  

http://www.usa.gov/


 WNAB donated staff, airtime and other resources as a co-sponsor of the following event 

related to education:  
o   

  
 WNAB also addressed the issue of education through the following PSA’s: 

  

74084 PSA Camelot Spot from the US Council on Literacy and the Ad Council 
showing kids the places they can go in books. Website plug: 
www.literacy.gov/ad council 

70009 PSA 30 Pencil 
Foundation 

Local spot promting the Pencil Foundation, which connects 
volunteers and supplies with  need in the Metro School System 

78606 PSA Meet the 
Robinsons 

Spot from US Patent Office and the Ad Council encouraging kids 
to try out new ideas and invent something great. Website: 
www.inventnow.org 

77174 PSA Cat Magnet Spot from US Patent Office and the Ad Council encouraging kids 
to try out new ideas and invent something great. Website: 
www.inventnow.org 

77182 PSA Meet the 
Robinsons 

Spot from US Patent Office and the Ad Council encouraging kids 
to try out new ideas and invent something great. Website: 
www.inventnow.org 

77070 PSA 60 
Wonderful 
World 

Spot from National Geographic Foundation stressing the 
importance of geography education for kids. Website plug: 
www.ourwonderfulworld.org.  

  
WNAB also promoted and co-sponsored an event in honor of School Board Appreciation 
Week January 20th-26th.   

  

FAMILY ISSUES 
  

  Hispanics Today #722  aired 01/27/08, 23 mins 
Families and Immigration 
  
The first of three planned special episodes dedicated entirely to the immigration debate that is 
front and center on Capitol Hill. 
  
This episode focuses on how families are impacted by immigration. USHCC General Counsel 
Melinda Guzman moderates the panel discussion. Other guests in Hispanics Today’s Washington 
studios include United States Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey, United States 
Representative Lincoln Diaz-Balart of Florida and Mr. Michael Barrera, Chief Executive Officer of 
the United States Hispanic Chamber of Commerce. 
  
Among the topics explored are the “Dream Act,” co-sponsored by rep. Balart; How children of 
undocumented workers are impacted by immigration and unique insights from both a House and 
Senate member on chances for meaningful immigration reform in the near future. 

http://www.literacy.gov/ad
http://www.inventnow.org/
http://www.inventnow.org/
http://www.inventnow.org/
http://www.ourwonderfulworld.org/


  
Additionally, WNAB broadcast the following PSA related to family issues as a part of its 

regular PSA load:  

  

74082 PSA 30 
Adoption Gift 

Spot from Adopt US Kids and Ad Council featuring humorous, awkward 
parenting situations, stressing that caring about kids is most important. 
Website plug: www.adoptuskids.org 

WNAB Also co-sponsored the Metro Parks Youth Soccer sign-ups on January 26 and 

February 2nd.   

  

CAREER ISSUES  

 
  

  Hispanics Today #720  aired 01/13/08, 5 min segment 
Juan Castillo: Holding the Line Together in the NFL 
  
His job is one of the toughest in football: To instill discipline into some of the biggest, fiercest 
players on the gridiron. Juan Castillo is offensive line coach for the Philadelphia Eagles. Only one of 
four coaches of Hispanic descent in the league today, Castillo is widely respected among his 
players, colleagues and competitors. Learn the inspiration for his incredible work ethic and see 
how he went any distance, did any job to get to the top tier of football. 
  

  Hispanics Today #723  aired 02/03/08, 5 min segment 
Tina Cordova: Climbing the ladder of success right to the rooftops of Albuquerque. 
  
As a young single mother in college, the last thing on Tina Cordova’s mind was starting her own 
business. She believed her future to be in restaurant management and she excelled in her field. 
However, in time, the restaurant business proved less than fulfilling and Tina set her sights high; 
To the rooftops of Albuquerque where she started her own construction business. That was two 
decades ago and Tina’s business, Queston Construction, is one of the most successful roofing 
companies in the Desert Southwest. Tina shares with us her own blueprints for success, even in a 
male-dominated industry.  
  

  Hispanics Today #725  aired 02/17/08, 5 min segment 
Carmen Dominguez: From homemaker to house builder. 
  
When she was just starting out her adult life, everyone thought Carmen Dominguez had it made. 
But this doctor’s wife wasn’t satisfied with being a homemaker. Instead, she wanted to build 
houses. Now, with her children grown, this native of Puerto Rico is doing just that. Carmen is an 
award-winning custom home builder sitting at the top of Orlando, Florida’s ultra-competitive 
residential real estate market. Her homes are more than bricks and mortar. Rather, Carmen views 
each one as her own personal creation tailored exclusively to each buyer’s unique personality. In 
this story, we meet Carmen and see firsthand how it’s never too late to start a new career, no 
matter how ambitious that career might be. 
  

  Hispanics Today #728  aired 03/09/08, 5 min segment 

http://www.adoptuskids.org/


Federal Jobs: A shortage of government workers spells opportunity for Latinos. 
  
It’s no secret the first wave of “Baby Boomer” retirements promises to take a huge bite out of the 
private sector workforce. However, Uncle Sam is also not immune to this imminent “brain drain.” 
To remain competitive, the Federal government has launched an all-out media blitz to recruit 
talented Hispanics for jobs in public service. We’ll visit with President Bush’s top hiring director, 
Linda Springer, and see what incredible opportunities exist. We’ll also meet one of the first young 
Latino professionals to take advantage of this hiring bonanza, Dr. Luis Valerio, a brilliant food and 
drug scientist at the FDA in Maryland. 
  

  Hispanics Today #730  aired 03/23/08, 5 min segment 
Maria Welch:  Breathing New Life Into Small Business 
  
Her business is called Respira Medical, a memorial to her father who had difficulties breathing 
after inhaling asbestos working in the iron industry in his native Colombia.  Now seven years after 
she started it, Maria Welch’s Respira Medical is a thriving home respiratory care provider in 
greater Baltimore.  It wasn’t easy; Maria had twice been homeless after her arranged marriage fell 
apart.  She had no credit and, at the dawn of the 21st Century, her future prospects seemed 
rather bleak.  However, with the help of women’s business groups and the SBA, Maria persisted 
and her business today is more than a memorial to her late father.  It is a testament to Latina 
entrepreneurship. 
  

  
 WNAB also aired the following PSA’s relating to Career Issues during the past quarter:  

  

77801 PSA 30 National 
Guard TN 

Spot from the TN Association of Broadcasters and the Army 
National Guard outlining the benefits of joining the National 
Guard 

  

  

  

  

  

OTHER COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
  

WNAB also served the community through its internet website, posting community activities 

and events on its Community Calendar page. WNAB listed over 50 community events on this 

page during the course of the quarter. A link to this page was prominently displayed on the 

website’s main page to make this information easy to access for visitors.  

  

WNAB also publicized and otherwise participated in the following community events during the 

First Quarter of 2008:  

  

Stride and Ride for MDA, benefiting the Muscular Dystrophy Association, Feb. 16th 

  

Tornado Relief drive with the American Red Cross throughout February and March 



  

Health and Wellness Fair for the Gordon Jewish Community Center, March 9th.   

  
  

  

  

Following this Document is a complete list of the Public Service Announcements broadcast by 

WNAB during the first quarter of 2008.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 


