
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location Pensacola, FL    
Quarter ending: June 30, 2005 
 
 
Issue/description: 4. THE ECONOMY.  Unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 

Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of Hurricane Ivan on our 
local economy.                                               

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
1.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 04/07/05 10:37PM/23 minutes News/Public Affairs                    * 
 
* By a margin of nearly 2 to 1, voters in Inglewood, California, have said “no” to a Walmart Supercenter.  
Walmart says its stores create jobs, but opponents say the stores provide only low-wage jobs that drive 
independent retailers out of business.  Tonight’s topic of discussion: “Are Walmart stores good for local 
economies?” 
 
2.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 04/20/05 10:37PM/23 minutes News/Public Affairs                   ** 
 
** President Bush today signed the biggest rewrite of U.S. Bankruptcy law in a quarter century.  He says it 
will restore fairness to a system that’s been widely abused.  The measure makes it harder for debt-ridden 
Americans to wipe out all of their obligations.  People who can afford to will now have to repay some of 
what they owe under a plan approved by a judge.  The President says if debts are not paid back, society 
ends up footing the bill.  Tonight we discussed the question: “Do you agree with the changes to the 
bankruptcy laws that make it harder for Americans to wipe out their debt?” 
 
3. Channel 3 News - eXtra 04/22/05 10:37PM/23 minutes News/Public Affairs                *** 
 
*** Daylight Savings Time may be extended by two months, under the terms of the Energy Bill approved 
by the U. S. House of Representatives last week.  Supporters say the plan would save America thousands 
of barrels of oil each year.  The Senate is likely to agree to the idea.  Viewers discussed the issue tonight 
via e-mail and live on air by phone. 
 
4.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 05/16/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                 **** 
 
**** The Base Realignment and Closure Commission (BRAC) recommendations could cost NAS 
Pensacola about 1500 jobs directly, but the indirect effect could be even worse.  The Department of 
Defense estimates that more than three-thousand people outside the base could be out of work if the 
recommendations are approved.  Economist Rick Harper says the losses will be made up mostly of 
people in the food service industry.  Overall, he believes the impact of BRAC in Pensacola could cost the 
local economy more than 100-million dollars.  On tonight’s program, we asked our viewers “Do you agree 
with the Pentagon’s plan to close or realign 62 major bases, and 775 minor installations?”  Viewers sent in 
comments via e-mail, some of which were read and discussed on-air, and others phoned in for on-air 
discussion of the BRAC plan. 
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Issue/description: 4. THE ECONOMY.  Unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 

Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of Hurricane Ivan on our 
local economy.                                               

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/31/05 06:00PM/3 minutes News               ***** 
 

***** Escambia County will be millions of dollars in the red according to the latest estimates from the 
County Property Appraiser, thanks to Hurricane Ivan.   In the short term this could mean cuts to county 
services and agencies like the United Way and the Chamber of Commerce.  Property Appraiser Chris 
Jones says he expects the booming real estate market to make up the loss over the next few years.  
County Administrator George Touart says he's already notified groups that receive county funds to tighten 
their belts.  He's telling county departments to do the same.  Jones says he expects even more dollars to 
be taken off the tax rolls as people dispute their bills. 

 
6.  In Focus 06/05/05 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs              ****** 
 
****** Florida voters last November approved an increase in the minimum wage.  It was heralded as a way 
to help Florida’s working poor, and it was widely thought at the time that it would hurt business owners.  
Few thought that it would have an adverse effect on the lowest of wage earners.  But now, six months 
later, it seems the law has created a gray area, one that has cost dozens of mentally handicapped 
workers their jobs.  This week’s guests, Ann Smith of ARC Santa Rosa, and Susan Williamson, and ARC 
client, discussed the negative effect the law has had on developmentally disabled workers. 
 
 
7.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 06/24/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs             ******* 
 
******* The Supreme Court ruled last week that local governments may seize people’s homes and 
businesses – even against their will – for “private economic development”.  The residents opposing the 
ruling argued that cities have no right to take their land except for projects with a clear public use, such as 
roads or schools.  But city officials argued successfully that the private development plans served a public 
purpose of boosting economic growth, and that outweighed the homeowners’ property rights.  In our 
“eXtra” discussion tonight, our audience vehemently rejected the idea that local governments should have 
the right to seize private property for economic development. 
 
 
8.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 06/25/05 06:08PM/3 minutes News           ******** 
 

******** An amendment approved in the U.S. Senate could bring 65 million dollars to Alabama over four 
years for coastal conservation, public works and other needs.  The money is part of the federal revenues 
from oil and gas production in the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean.  Alabama and up to five other 
states would split 250 million dollars annually between fiscal 2007 and 2010 for ``coastal impact 
assistance'' purposes.  U.S. Senator Jeff Sessions, an Alabama Republican who co-sponsored the 
amendment, says each state's share would be based on a formula linked to energy production in the 
Outer Continental Shelf.  The House-passed version of the energy bill has a similar provision.  
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