
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2012     
 
ISSUE/description:  1. ELECTIONS & POLITICS.  The upcoming Presidential election; 

Florida’s controversial Governor, and local and state political issues. 
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1.  Facing Florida 04/01/12 02:06AM/20 minutes Public Affairs                           * 
 
* Florida House Democratic Leader Ron Saunders talked with us about why he remains skeptical of the 
constitutionality of the Senate's maps, but feels confident that the Florida Supreme Court can resolve the 
issue in time for the upcoming election cycle.  Then, we heard from Bill Cotterell, a 40-plus-year veteran 
of the Capitol Press Corps, on how news coverage has changed, and his favorite moments of the last 
four decades of Florida politics.    
 
 
2.  Facing Florida 04/08/12 02:06AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                          ** 
 
** State Senator and Senate Reapportionment Chairman Don Gaetz of Niceville discussed the changes 
made to the Senate’s maps, what he thinks the State Supreme Court will decide regarding those maps, 
and his plans for the future as Senate President Designate. 
 
 
3.  Facing Florida 04/15/12 02:06AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                        *** 
 

*** Our resident political experts, Pete Dunbar and Screven Watson talked to us about what all this 
reapportionment uncertainty means for upcoming elections, and they analyzed the Governor's veto 
activities.  
 
4.  Facing Florida 04/29/12 02:06AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                       **** 
 
**** Florida State University political scientist Dr. Carol Weissert discussed the upcoming national 
elections. She gave us the scoop on which key demographics President Obama needs to carry, and how 
one of them, the youth vote, may be hindered in their voting efforts this season.  Then, our resident 
Republican analyst Pete Dunbar is flying solo this week. Hel talked to us about Gov. Rick Scott's 
appointment re-do, and his budget vetoes from this year's session. 
 
5.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 05/01/12 04:22PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                      ***** 

 
***** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on that issue.  Today’s issue was Vice President  Rubio?:   “Do you think Florida Senator Marco 
Rubio would make a good Vice President?”  He continually insists he has no designs on the Vice 
Presidency...but Florida Senator Marco Rubio rises to the top of every conversation about a running mate 
for Mitt Romney.  Conservatives say Rubio is just what the party and Romney need: someone to capture 
the Tea Party vote, Latinos, and of course, Florida.  And there are plenty of clues to suggest Rubio is 
interested in the job.  He just campaigned with Romney in Pennsylvania, just as Governors Bob 
McDonnell of Virginia and Chris Christie of New Jersey have done in other states, and they too are on 
Romney's short list.  Rubio is also getting attention from both sides of the aisle for his scaled-back Dream 
Act immigration proposal to help children of undocumented immigrants. 



(page 2) 
 

ISSUE/description:  1. ELECTIONS & POLITICS.  The upcoming Presidential election; 
Florida’s controversial Governor, and local and state political issues. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
6.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 05/03/12 04:22PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                    ****** 

 
****** Today’s issue was Campaign Ads:   “Do negative campaign ads sway your vote?”  According to a 
study by the Wesleyan Media Project, 70% of presidential campaign commercials that have run so far 
have been negative.  That compares to less than one in ten ads four years ago that criticized an 
opponent.  The study says one reason the campaign has been so negative is the skyrocketing 
involvement of interest groups.  They've increased their activity by 11-hundred percent over four years 
ago.  But even the candidates' own campaigns have taken a negative turn.  The study indicates that 
more than half of the ads put out by the various campaigns from the beginning of last year until now have 
been negative.  That compares to just nine percent at this point in the 2008 election cycle.  And 86% of 
the commercials put out by independent groups, such as Super PACS, are negative.  That's up from 25% 
four years ago.  According to the study, "Crossroads GPS" is the biggest spender on general election 
ads, spending $12.6 million to run nearly 17,000 spots in 47 television markets.  Crossroads GPS is a 
nonprofit group that backs GOP causes and candidates, co-founded by Karl Rove. 
 
 
7.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 05/16/12 04:20PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                   ******* 

 
******* Today’s issue was Commissioners Sued:   “Do you think elected officials should have to pay for 
their own lawyers if they're sued over something they did at work?”  Escambia county has told three 
county commissioners that they may be on their own with their legal defense of a lawsuit.  The county 
attorney's office says it will no longer represent Commissioners Kevin White, Marie Young, and Grover 
Robinson in a case filed last year by Forrest Gibbs.... the former marketing director of the Escambia 
County Equestrian Center.  The County Attorney cited a potential conflict of interest in the case.  The 
County Commission is expected to decide Thursday whether it will hire lawyers to represent them.  Gibbs 
sued the commissioners after he was fired from his job just days after he began.  The firing came after 
questions were raised about Commissioner Wilson Robertson, and whether he improperly used his 
influence to get Gibbs the job.  Gibbs' suit accuses Young, Robinson and White of interfering with his 
employment that resulted in improper termination.  If the court finds the commissioners did not act in bad 
faith, the county must reimburse the commissioners for their legal fees.  But some worry the lawsuit, and 
the county attorney's decision not to represent the commissioners, creates a chilling effect on running for 
office... and a chilling effect on what commissioners say at public meetings. 
 
 
8.   Facing Florida 05/20/12 02:07AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                 ******** 
 

******** Democratic analyst Screven Watson and former Republican Florida House member Luis Rojas 
discussed politics--everything from the fallout over Steve MacNamara's departure from the governor's 
office, to the surprising new changes in Florida's voter demographics.  
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9.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 06/07/12 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                ********* 

 
********* Today’s issue was Voter Purge: “Do you support or oppose Florida's efforts to remove non U.S. 
citizens from voting roles within 90 days of an election?”    Florida's efforts to purge the voting roles of 
non-U.S. citizens may be heading to court.  The state identified more than three-thousand voters that 
might be registered illegally.  But some legal voters were caught in the mix.  The feds say the state's 
efforts violate voting rights laws because Florida hosts a primary in August and it's illegal to remove 
voters from the roles less than 90 days before a federal election.  The U.S. Department of Justice gave 
the state a Wednesday deadline to stop the purge.  But Secretary of State Ken Detzner says Florida is 
well within its rights.... and that elections supervisors have a legal responsibility to ensure that only 
people eligible to vote actually get to vote.  Detzner wants access to a Department of Homeland Security 
database that would keep the state from misidentifying voters.  He says he’s willing to fight for access to 
the database even if it means taking the feds to court.  An attorney for Florida's supervisors of elections 
says most of his clients stopped the voter purge last Friday. 

 

 
10.  This Week 06/10/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs      ********** 
 
********** Today’s topic was Politics.  Panelists were Ed Rendell, Former Pennsylvania Governor; Mike 
Huckabee, Former Arkansas Governor and Fox News Contributor; Ann Coulter, Conservative 
Commentator; and Van Jones, former White House Environmental Adviser to the Obama Administration. 

 

 
11. Facing Florida 06/10/12 02:07AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                *11 
 
*11 Scott Hawkins, President of the Florida Bar Association, discussed Florida's upcoming judicial merit 
retention vote.  Mr. Hawkins provided context and background that showcased just how important these 
votes are on Floridians' November ballots.  Then, Alvin Peters, Democratic candidate for Florida's 
Second Congressional District seat discussed why he's running, why he can win, and what change he 
hopes to bring to Washington.   

 

  
12.  This Week 06/17/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *12 
 
*12 Today’s topic was the Presidential Campaign.  Guests were David Plouffe, Obama Senior Adviser; 
Tim Pawlenty, Romney National Campaign Co-Chair and former Governor of Minnesota; and Katrina 
vanden Heuvel, Editor and Publisher of The Nation. 

 

 
13. Facing Florida 06/17/12 02:07AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                *13 
 
*13 Resident Democratic analyst Screven Watson and Republican analyst Pete Dunbar talked for two 
segments about what candidate qualifying in races across the state means for both the upcoming 
election, and the viability and strength of both parties. They discussed potential strategic mistakes with 
regards to candidate recruitment, and what goes into that process overall.  
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14.  ABC News Nightline 06/18/12 11:01PM/10 minutes News/Public Affairs      *14 
 
*14 Nightline interviewed Marco Rubio, Republican U.S. Representative from Florida and rumored choice 
as Vice Presidential candidate for the Romney ticket. 
 
 
15.  This Week 06/24/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *15 
 
*15 Today’s topic was Politics.  Panelists were Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-CA), Vice Chair of the House 
Democratic Caucus; Major Garrett, national White house Correspondent; Peggy Noonan, Wall Street 
Journal Columnist; and Hilary Rosen, Democratic Strategist. 
 
16. Facing Florida 06/24/12 02:07AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                *16 
 
*16 The political season is upon us, and so are the pollsters.  We took an inside look at how those polls 
are conducted.  Then nationally, Democrats think they have to win back the house seats they lost two 
years ago to have a chance at regaining control of Congress.  We presented two Democratic 
Congressional hopefuls. 
  
 
 

 


