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Station:   WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2018     
 
 
ISSUE/description:    4. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/11/18 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News                         * 
 

* At Thursday's Committee of the Whole meeting of the Escambia County Commission, they heard a 
proposal to swap county-owned land with demolition recycling businesses to get them out of the 
Wedgewood neighborhood.  The county would give companies land and the companies would leave 
Wedgewood, or at least relocate the noisiest and dirtiest parts of their operations. Six properties were 
presented and commissioners did not like any of them. Commissioners directed staff to widen the 
search criteria and look for other options.  Commissioners initially asked staff to look for properties 
with 10 or more acres owned by the county for the land swap.  Now they are going back and looking 
at lots with more than five acres. 

   
2.  Channel 3 News Dayside 01/18/18 11:00AM/1-minute News                       ** 
 

** Escambia County commissioners are expected to sign off on a plan to buy the often-flooded 
Forest Creek Apartments in Warrington on Thursday night.  The residents will be moved and the 
property will be used for flood control in the area.  The county has two appraisals and expects to pay 
around $10 million for the property.  They plan to pay for that with FEMA money. 

 
3.  Channel 3 News at 5PM 01/18/18 05:00PM/1-minute News                      *** 
 

*** The Gulf Consortium has approved the Draft Florida State Expenditure Plan for public comment 
and opened the 45-day public comment period through March 2, also scheduling a public comment 
meeting and webinars.  The draft plan includes $12.6 million for the Bayou Chico Contaminated 
Sediment Remediation Project, which was unanimously selected by the Escambia County Board of 
County Commissioners as the county's sole project for the SEP.  The public is encouraged to review 
and provide comments on the SEP to the Gulf Consortium.  The Gulf Consortium is a public entity 
created in October 2012 by inter-local agreement among Florida's 23 Gulf Coast counties following 
the Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill, and is the recipient of RESTORE Act Pot 3 funds on behalf of the 
State of Florida.  The Bayou Chico Contaminated Sediment Remediation Project selected by the 
Escambia County BCC primarily involves the remediation of legacy contaminated sediments from 
Bayou Chico and is the keystone project for restoring Bayou Chico.  The public is invited to attend 
the Gulf Consortium Florida State Expenditure Plan Public Comment Meeting. 
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4.  Channel 3 News at 5PM 01/23/18 05:00PM/2 minutes News                     **** 
 

**** Escambia County leaders are discussing the renewal of a permit for a concrete crushing facility.  
On Tuesday, they will discuss the fate of Delta Concrete Recycling, which neighbors are ready for the 
business to leave.  Company employees said they only crush concrete about twice a week, but 
neighbors told Channel 3 that they feel an impact more often than that, with a lot of noise, rattling, 
house shaking, and during the summer – dust.  One environmental activist said the dust could 
potentially harm nearby residents.  The meeting will be at Wedgwood Community Center at 5:30PM. 

 
 
5.  Channel 3 News Dayside 01/31/18 11:00AM/1-minute News                   ***** 
 

***** The city of Pensacola said a proposed fish hatchery has been delayed.  The Department of 
Environmental Protection canceled the solicitation for bids to build the hatchery, after two local 
business owners filed a lawsuit in November to stop construction, claiming the lease at Bruce Beach 
was invalid.  Florida Fish and Wildlife said the hatchery would raise sport fish.  The fish would be 
released into inshore habitats along the Gulf Coast in support of the recreational fishing industry.  
City officials said the DEP, FWC, and the city continue to support the project. 

 
 
6.  Channel 3 News Dayside 02/26/18 11:00AM/1-minute News                  ****** 
 

****** A Santa Rosa County commissioner wants to recycle the Three Mile Bridge.  Bob Cole said he 
wants to discuss how to use part of the bridge to create an artificial reef along Navarre Beach.  Cole 
said it would provide a great fish habitat and sports diving area.  He said it would also save the 
county money.  "We're constantly trying to find funding to add artificial reefs and man-made reefs to 
our bottom out there, so people can enjoy snorkeling, scuba diving, and spearfishing, different things 
like that, and boat fishing.  So if we can get this rubble little to no cost to Santa Rosa County, we 
avoid the cost of buying the man-made reefs," Cole explained.  The proposal is set to be discussed 
at the next county commission meeting on March 12 at Council Chambers in Milton at 9 a.m. 
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7.  Channel 3 News Dayside 03/01/18 11:00AM/3 minutes News                ******* 
 

******* The landfill in Milton is open to the public all year round to drop off their hazardous wastes, but 
if you're living in Navarre or Gulf Breeze it's harder to make your way over there, but there's a 
solution.  On March 10th, folks can drop off their hazardous waste at the South Service Center on 
Gulf Breeze Parkway.  They are taking items like old oil, batteries, antifreeze, and other chemicals 
that can be harmful to the environment.  The hours for drop off are from 8AM. to 12PM on Saturday, 
March 10th. 

In a second story, we reported that Gulf Islands National Seashore officials have announced their 
second year of the beach enhancement and asphalt removal project is now complete.  Approximately 
1,400 curb yards of asphalt fragments and road base materials were removed from just over 200 
acres in the Santa Rosa area.  The Santa Rosa cleanup is part of a much larger five-year project, 
which includes Fort Pickens, Santa Rosa, and Perdido Key areas of the park. 
 
8.  Channel 3 News Dayside 03/05/18 11:00AM/1.5 minutes News               ******** 
 

******** Work to restore six miles of shoreline on Perdido Key started on Monday.  The Dune 
Restoration Project will begin near the Alabama-Florida state line and continue east to the edge of 
Gulf Islands National Seashore.  Most of the work will be done by the end of April.  The project will 
restore approximately 20 acres of degraded dune habitat by planting and establishing salt-tolerant 
plants.  The county said property owners were instrumental in the project by providing access to their 
properties. 

In a second story, we reported that a federal grant will help prevent flooding along Eleven Mile Creek.  
Congressman Matt Gaetz announced Escambia County will receive more than $200,000 from the 
U.S. Treasury Department, to pay for two stormwater ponds.  The ponds should reduce flooding and 
improve the environment downstream. 

 
9.  Channel 3 News Dayside 03/06/18 11:00AM/1-minute News              ********* 
 

********* Spring weather is here, and with that comes new wildlife at the Gulf Islands National 
Seashore!  Last week, National Seashore said they spotted the first shorebird nest of the year.  Each 
year, from late February through the end of summer, the seashore provides nesting habitats for 
several species of ground-nesting shorebirds, including terns, snowy plovers, and black swimmers.  
Adult birds and their tiny chicks are sometimes hit by vehicles as they search for food near or on the 
far side of roadways.  In order to decrease the number of road kills, posted speed limits will be 
temporarily reduced to 25 miles per hour near nesting areas.  "Working together, we can ensure that 
shorebirds have safe places to nest within the national seashore,” said Superintendent Dan Brown.  
Park staff will monitor beaches for nesting activity and close areas as needed. 
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10.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/12/18 06:00PM/1-minute News                     *10 
 

*10 Santa Rosa County commissioners are tabling a discussion to use rubble from the 3 Mile Bridge 
for an artificial reef along Navarre Beach.  Commissioner Bob Cole made the request to Escambia 
County in February.  However, other commissioners felt the bridge would make a better reef in 
deeper water.  Commissioners did reiterate their support for the county's ongoing artificial reef 
program. 

 
 
11.  3 in the Morning 03/16/18 06:00AM/1.5 minutes News                     *11 
 

*11 Gulf Power customers may be surprised to learn that some of the energy they use to wash 
clothes, cook dinner and power electronics comes from wind.  According to a Gulf Power press 
release, Gulf Power became the leading purchaser of wind energy in Florida in early 2016.  Now in its 
second year of utilizing wind energy, Gulf Power has provided more than 1.7 million megawatts hours 
of wind-generated energy- enough to power 131,842 houses, according to the press release.  
Kimberly Blair, Gulf Power spokesperson, said “Wind marked a major step forward in our promise to 
an efficient and reliable energy future.  By using a balanced energy mix that includes smart 
renewable energy like Kingfisher Wind Farm, our customers can count on us for their energy needs.”  
Further details of the press release explain that The Kingfisher Farm is among six renewable energy 
sources that generate 11 percent of Gulf Power’s energy mix. 

 
 
12.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 03/20/18 06:00PM/2 minutes News                     *12 
 

*12 Charter and recreational fishermen have complained for years about the job the federal 
government does managing the Gulf red snapper population.  Now, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) fisheries are taking comments from all Gulf states on exempted 
fishing permits.  It would allow each state to set snapper season in both state and federal waters.  Off 
their shores at the docks in Destin, home of the largest charter fleets, it is welcome news to the 
industry.  Under the plan being considered, states would monitor the catch and close the season if 
the assigned quota is reached, or projected to be reached.  It would enable states to show their 
management skills and collect data to back it up.  The trial period would be for two years.  The 
comment period for you to weigh in by letter or email is open now through April 2. 

 
 
 


