
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location Pensacola, FL    
Quarter ending: June 30, 2009 
 
 
Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking, investment and housing foreclosure 

crisis, unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and 
Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career opportunities for 
young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local 
economy. 

                                               
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
1. In Focus 04/12/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      * 
 
* With both Chrysler and General Motors facing government bailouts and restructuring or bankruptcy, we 
looked at what’s going on locally in the automobile business, and how it is affecting the local economy as 
a whole.  Our guests were Sandy Sansing and Mark Whibbs, each of whom has 5 or 6 brand dealerships 
in this area.  They felt GM was too slow in reacting to foreign competition, and that the unions hurt their 
profitability.  Both are very concerned about the government’s involvement in General Motors, but excited 
about developments within the restructured “new GM”.  They each feel the U.S. auto industry will benefit 
from sales to emerging markets like India and China.  They also feel that banks now need to loosen their 
credit to allow consumers to finance automobile purchases. 
 
 
2. ABC News Nightline 04/17/09 11:01PM/20 minutes Public Affairs                    ** 
       
** Our topic for one segment tonight was “Foreclosure Ablminations”. “Nightline” focused on the economy 
on several of its programs during the 2nd quarter of 2009, airing nightly at 11:01PM for 30 minutes (unless 
otherwise noted) with specific topics on the following dates: 
04/22/09 Economic Survival Guide (15-minutes); 
05/15/09 Recession Apocalypse (20-minutes); 
06/15/09 Money Lady, Suze Orman, Financial Advisor, and Suze’s Rules (20-minutes); 
06/22/09 Obama and the Economy (10-minutes). 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 04/25/09 04:20PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                    *** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
*** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s issue was … “Do you think Americans pay too much in taxes?”  Protesters around 
the country are rallying against tax day with "tea parties."  At state capitols around the country -- and in 
hundreds of other towns -- protesters are gathered to denounce big government spending, high taxes,  
and financial bailouts.  Locally, protesters gathered near University Mall in Pensacola.  Organizers say 
they're steamed at government spending since President Barack Obama's administration took over and 
are planning mini-revolts.  The rallies are designed to echo the original Boston Tea Party more than 235 
years ago.  The White House has plans to counter the tea party message with an event to remind 
Americans that the President cut taxes in the stimulus package.  The President says a tax cut enacted 
April 1 will reach 120 million families and put $120-billion directly into their pockets. 
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Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking and investment crisis, unemployment; 

a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; development of 
new industry; lack of career opportunities for young people; and the 
effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

                                               
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
4. Straughn & Company 04/19/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                 **** 
 
**** Our guest was U.S. Congressman Jeff Miller, representing Northwest Florida, commenting on several 
of the top issues affecting the nation and our district in particular.  He feels Washington is being too 
partisan right now, instead of working together to solve our country’s problems.  On the economy, he feels 
we’re at the bottom now, and beginning to see some confidence building in the markets.  N.W. Florida has 
lower unemployment than most of the nation, largely due to the heavy military presence.  He said easy 
credit pushed us into this recession, and Washington is now looking at regulating banking to prevent 
lending policies that allowed this to happen.  He does not think the banking and auto bailouts are a good 
idea, because the government is propping up manufacturers and industries that consumers are not 
supporting.  He feels bankruptcy and restructuring would have been a better way to solve their problems.  
He does not support the Economic Stimulus Program, because he feels it’s only a short term solution, and 
we’ll eventually have to increase taxes on everyone to pay for all this spending.  He also addressed the 
controversy surrounding the F-35 aircraft being stationed at Eglin Air Force Base, saying that the F-35 
was definitely coming to Eglin, the full contingent, as an international training center, and that the Air 
Force would work closely with the city of Valparaiso to resolve their concerns. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 5PM 04/20/09 05:03PM/4-min. each News               ***** 
   “Money Saving Makeovers” 04/27/09, 05/04/09, 05/11/09 and 05/18/09 
 
***** In this series of 5 weekly reports, WEAR’s Kathryn Daniel profiled ideas that help viewers find ways 
to save money that may not have though of themselves.  In the 04/20/09 report, “New Investments”, 
Kathryn did a walk-through of a local home with a Gulf Power representative to show viewers inexpensive 
home improvements to cut down on their electrical power bills, such as weatherproofing your home, 
converting to CFL bulbs, and looking for “Energy Star” appliances. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 04/21/09 04:20PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                   ****** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
****** Today’s issue was “Do you support the idea of letting oil companies drill right off the Florida coast?” 
 A Florida house panel has approved a bill that would permit oil and natural gas drilling in coastal areas 
much closer to shore.  It would replace Florida's ban on drilling with a plan that would allow the Governor 
and Cabinet to charge $1 million for each application to explore an area between 3 and 10 miles offshore. 
A similar bill has been stalled in the Senate, where it is not scheduled for any committee hearings.  A 
Congressional ban on offshore drilling expired last fall, letting oil companies apply to drill within three miles 
of the U.S. coast.  But it did not affect the Eastern Gulf of Mexico near Florida, where another ban 
prohibits new drilling within ten miles of the coast.  One economist told the Florida house committee 
Tuesday that opening up Florida waters to the industry could generate $31 billion in royalties to the state 
over the next 20 years ... and create 17,000 to 20,000 jobs.  Environmentalists say the $31-billion is 
roughly equivalent to what Florida's tourism industry generates every year, and that's what the bill would 
jeopardize. 
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Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking and investment crisis, unemployment; 

a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; development of 
new industry; lack of career opportunities for young people; and the 
effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
7. Straughn & Company 04/26/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                   ******* 
 
******* The Chief Financial Officer for the state of Florida has duties that affect everyone in the state.  The 
office overseas the state’s auditing and accounting functions, monitors the investment of the state’s funds, 
investigates fraud and insurance fraud and identity theft, oversees cemeteries and funeral homes, 
handles licensing and oversight of insurance agencies, ensures workers compensation coverage, helps 
injured workers, and as State Fire Marshal investigates fires and suppresses arson.  Our guest today was 
Florida CFO Alex Sink.  She thanked her 3500 person staff for helping complete all those duties and 
manage the state’s $13 billion in taxpayer dollars.  She talked about Florida’s budget cuts, starting with 
her own department, which has been renegotiating with vendors to save taxpayer dollars.  She also 
discussed her efforts to get the legislature to pass laws allowing the regulation of Auto Insurance 
companies to prevent them from increasing rates on policyholders whose credit rating drops.  She’s in 
Pensacola today promoting the “Safeguard our Seniors” initiative, a program to protect senior citizens 
from scams and fraud. 
 
 
8. In Focus 05/17/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ******** 
 
******** This week’s guest was Escambia County District 2 Commissioner Gene Valentino.  He has 
developed a new economic development effort, proposing the county and city of Pensacola work together 
in adopting a new body to lead economic development, calling it the Pensacola Economic Development 
Authority.  It would take over efforts currently handled by the Pensacola Area Chamber of Commerce.  He 
explained that it would be an independent, autonomous body, and that such bodies have worked well in 
such places as Jacksonville, San Diego, Fort Worth-Dallas, Phoenix, and others.  Members of the 
proposed 15-member Authority would come from the county, city of Pensacola, city of Century, minorities, 
education, military, and 4 more economic niches. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 06/17/09 04:20PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs               ********* 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********* Today’s issue was … “Do you support a three cent per gallon gas tax to fund the public bus 
system in Escambia County?   On Thursday, Escambia County Commissioners will meet to decide the 
fate of a proposed new gas tax.  A three cent per gallon tax on gas would generate an estimated 3-million 
dollars a year.  That money would be used to fund Escambia County Area Transit. or ECAT, the county's 
only form of mass transit.  The higher gas tax would be offset by lowering property taxes in the county an 
equal amount.  Right now, there is no dedicated source of funding for the ECAT system, which provides 
transportation for thousands of people a week.  Right now Escambia County levies a 6 cents per gallon 
gas tax.  The county says, on average, 55 percent of that is paid by people who live somewhere else, 
visitors and tourists.  There will be a public hearing on the issue Thursday night ... before commissioners 
vote.  The plan needs a super-majority to pass: four out of the five commissioners must vote in favor of it. 
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Issue/description: 1. THE ECONOMY.  The banking and investment crisis, unemployment; 

a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; development of 
new industry; lack of career opportunities for young people; and the 
effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
10. 20/20 06/19/09 09:00PM/1-hour Public Affairs              ********** 
 
********** Tonight’s program focused on the economy and what is the “new normal”?  The current 
recession has had immediate effects on the lives of Americans in ways big and small, from foreclosures 
and lost jobs to less cash for food and basic living necessities. But even after the economic indicators 
begin to improve, what long-term changes will remain? 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 06/23/09 04:20PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs            *********** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*********** Today’s issue was … “Do you believe local governments should help fund parades?”  At the 
Pensacola City Council meeting Monday, City Manager Al Coby recommended that due to tight financial 
times the council should cut off city funding for parades and let parade organizers pick up all the costs, 
including police officers to maintain crowd control and public works employees to set up barricades before 
and after each parade.  He said that would save the City about $80, 000 per year.  But parade organizers 
insist the parades bring over half a million people to downtown and the city gets a tremendous return on 
that money, and the parades will simply go away without city funding.  The matter now goes back to staff 
to find new methods of funding. 
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