
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2013   
 
ISSUE/description:    4. CRIME:  Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. 3 in the Morning 07/01/13 06:08AM/2 minutes News                    * 
    “Crime of the Week” 
 
* This is our regular weekly feature (every Monday) where we feature a representative of the 
Pensacola Police Department profiling a current case and soliciting viewer help in solving the crime.  
Today they were seeking a man wanted for domestic battery involving strangulation.  
 
 
2. 20/20 07/12/13 09:01PM/1 hour Public Affairs                  ** 
 
** It's been the burning question in a murder case that has polarized the country - what exactly 
happened when teenager Trayvon Martin was shot dead after a fatal encounter with 28-year-old 
George Zimmerman? Was it murder or self-defense? The case came to a close after a heated three-
week trial that presented the jury with two wildly different versions of events. From inside the 
courtroom and interviews with key players, ABC News' Matt Gutman reported the latest and most in-
depth information from the trial. 
 
 
3. 20/20 Saturday 07/13/13 08:59PM/1 hour Public Affairs                 *** 
 
*** The program began with breaking news that a verdict had been reached in the Zimmerman trial, 
and followed with reaction from several factions on both sides of the case, and discussion of the 
impact this trial will have on the issues of gun control and race relations in America. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 5PM 07/16/13 05:03PM/2 minutes News                **** 
 
*** We reported on the Scenic Heights neighborhood and its 200-member crimewatch program.  
Laura McNight, Association President, said members attend regular neighborhood watch meetings 
and the program is very effective.  They have not been affected by the George Zimmerman case, 
and members are never asked to go on patrol … just keep a watchful eye and call the police if they 
see something suspicious. 
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5. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  07/23/13 04:22PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                            ***** 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
***** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on that issue.  Today’s issue was:   “Do you think juries in felony cases in Florida should be 
12 members or six?”  At least one Florida lawmaker wants to increase the size of juries in felony 
cases from 6 to 12.  The state now is one of only two states (Connecticut is the other) that seats just 
six people for some serious cases... most notably perhaps, the recent George Zimmerman trial.  The 
law says twelve jurors have to hear a first degree murder case ... but in a second degree murder 
case like Zimmerman's, only six are required, plus two alternates.  Critics say the smaller juries are 
less diverse, deliberate less, don't accurately represent the population, and are more subject to peer 
pressure.  State Representative Randolph Bracy is now drafting a bill to change the law, and seat 12 
jurors in felony cases.  But critics of the change say it would take longer to seat juries, and cost 
taxpayers more.  The six member jury was given the go ahead by the U.S. Supreme Court in 1970.... 
in a case from Florida.  The court ruled that six members were fine.  But in 1978, the court ruled that 
Georgia's five person juries were too small ... creating a "substantial threat" to the Sixth Amendment. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  08/12/13 04:21PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                          ****** 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
****** Today’s issue was:   “Do you think minimum mandatory sentences should be scrapped for low 
level drug offenses?”  The Justice Department will no longer pursue mandatory minimum sentences 
for certain low-level, nonviolent drug offenders,  Attorney General Eric Holder says too many 
Americans go to too many prisons for far too long, and for no truly good law enforcement reason.  He 
says the U.S. is wasting billions on warehousing people for minor offenses.  Holder's plan is to scale 
back prosecution for certain drug offenders -- those with no ties to large-scale organizations, gangs 
or cartels.  They now "will be charged with offenses for which the sentences are better suited to their 
individual conduct, rather than excessive prison terms more appropriate for violent criminals or drug 
kingpins."  Holder says the U.S. prison population has grown by almost 800% since 1980, and 
federal prisons are operating at nearly 40% above capacity.  Almost half are serving time for drug-
related crimes and have substance abuse problems.  Holder says overcrowding at the federal, state 
and local levels imposes a significant economic burden -- totaling $80 billion in 2010 alone. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  08/27/13 04:02PM/2 minutes News          ******* 

 
******* Security forces on Hurlburt Field don’t just guard the gates.  The base is a small town, with all 
the same challenges for its police force.  Okaloosa County reporter Laura Hussey profiled the 
Hurlburt police, highlighting how they’re using bike patrols to help fight crime on the base. 
 
 
 



(page 3) 
 
ISSUE/description:  4. CRIME: Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                           
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
   
     Title  Date  Time/Duration   Program type    Description  
 
8. Facing Florida 09/15/13 02:06AM/30 minutes Public Affairs          ******** 
 
******** Guest Jay Reeve, Ph.D., presented his evidence for his theory that sex predators can't be 
cured. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  09/17/13 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                      ********* 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********* Today’s issue was:   “Do you support or oppose mandatory minimum sentences?”  Concerns 
about the fairness and the costs of mandatory minimum sentences have been growing in Congress.  
Now the issue is gaining speed as an unusual coalition of Tea Party conservatives and liberal 
Democrats are pushing for the largest overhaul of federal sentencing guidelines yet.  The Senate 
Judiciary Committee is set to hold a hearing on mandatory minimum sentences on Wednesday.  The 
committee is considering two bills which would allow judges to waive the mandatory minimums in 
many circumstances, particularly for some drug crimes.  The hearing is the first step in legislation that 
advocates and lawmakers in both parties say stands a chance of winning enactment by the end of 
the year.  Supporters of mandatory minimums say they deter crime.  Opponents say they improperly 
shift sentencing discretion from a judge to a prosecutor ... and cost taxpayers much more than 
effective treatment in drug cases.  Critics also say cases vary greatly... and sentences should be 
considered on a case by case basis instead.  The American Bar Association has been calling for a 
repeal of mandatory minimums since 2004. 
 
 


