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Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2012 
 
ISSUE/description:    5. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 5PM 10/04/12 05:04PM/2 minutes News                    * 
 
* We covered the official dedication this afternoon of the University of West Florida’s new state-of-the-
art College of Business Education center.  The Center opened its doors for classes this fall.  The high-
tech classrooms offer an interactive learning environment. 
 
 
2.   Channel 3 News First at Four 10/18/12 04:22PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                           ** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue was academic standards: “Do you support or oppose Florida's 
new race-based proficiency standards for students?”  A five-year academic "road map" for Florida 
public school students is drawing fire from educators and civil rights groups for setting  different 
proficiency goals for students of different races.  The strategic plan is a non-binding guide that 
encourages schools to eliminate the state's achievement gap by the 2022-23 school year.  It was 
approved this week by the Florida State Board of Education.  The plan sets out 5-year goals in 
reading and math that are adjusted for ethnic and socio-economic groups.  It requires that 88% of 
white students, but only 74% of African-American students, be proficient in reading by 2018.  
Supporters say the overall goal is for all students to be proficient in reading and math, and the new 
plan merely sets goals based on the *current proficiency of certain student groups.  Right now, 76 
percent of Asians are reading at grade level, while the percentage is 69 percent among white 
students, 53 percent among Hispanics and 38 percent among black students.  Critics say setting 
different goals for different races is wrong, and sends the wrong message to students.  Governor Rick 
Scott is calling on the board to rework the plan so it clearly states that all students can perform well 
regardless of their race or background.  
   
 
3. Channel 3 News - Dayside 10/29/12 11:03AM/2 minutes News                 *** 
 
*** We interviewed Dr. Dale Brill, who heads Florida’s blue ribbon task force on Education.  He 
explained that the state needs to rethink its higher education strategy, and that the task force is 
exploring a plan to lower tuition for certain degrees at certain schools.  Brill wants specificity at all the 
schools, and tie that to funding that lets them excel in specific areas.  Students majoring in those 
areas would see lower tuition.  Students interviewed say they like the idea of lower tuition, but think 
the plan sends the wrong message … that it creates discrimination against other students. 
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4.   Channel 3 News First at Four 10/29/12 04:23PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                **** 
 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was College Tuition: “Do you agree with a plan to charge different college tuitions 
based on the field of study?”  Florida’s blue ribbon task force on education is exploring a plan to lower 
tuition for certain degrees at certain schools.  Under the plan, universities would be given more state 
money for degrees in which their graduates excel.  It would also try to steer more students into math 
and science degrees.  That extra money could then be used to lower tuition to attract the best 
students in those fields.  For instance, FSU could have the cheapest English degree in the state 
because it has one of the best writing programs in the nation.  And the University of Florida could 
charge less for journalism, and our own University of West Florida might give students who major in 
economic development a break.  While the plan could lower the cost of some degrees, it could raise 
the price of others. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/16/12 06:07PM/3 minutes News              ***** 
 
***** Paying the bill for education is a challenging task for school districts across the state.  Santa 
Rosa County continues to battle with its budget and may soon have to make more cuts.  With 
tonight’s “Waste Watch” report, Will Kennedy was live at Milton High School with Superintendent Tim 
Wyrosdick, who detailed some of the monumental cuts over the past 4 years that have reduced 
expenses, but says they’re currently operating at a 5 ½% deficit.  If they fall lower, the state will step 
in, and local officials don’t want that.  He said their primary goals are to protect jobs and employees, 
maintain class size, and continue to provide a quality education to their students. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/27/12 06:02PM/2 minutes News             ****** 
 
****** For many people, the price of a college education is overwhelming.  But what if you could get a 
degree in a high demand area of study for only $10,000?  Governor Rick Scott is asking Florida’s 
state colleges to create degree programs that cost less, to lessen the financial burden so that more 
people will finish college.  Pensacola State College and Northwest Florida State are exploring the 
ways they can meet the Governor’s challenge.  According to the U.S. Department of Education, both 
colleges are already among the least expensive in the country, with tuition under $2,600 per year.  
State college system officials say they hope the $10,000 degree will be available at some state 
colleges by the fall of 2013. 
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7. 3 in the Morning 12/12/12 06:37AM/2 minutes News            ******* 
  
******* We are looking ahead to a groundbreaking later today at Pensacola State College for the future 
home of the PACE Center, which stands for Practical, Academic, Cultural Education.  It’s a non-
residential school that provides a setting for troubled teenage girls to get back on track after they quit 
or are expelled from school.  The new building will be located on the northern edge of the PSC 
campus.  Jennifer Doyle, Board member of PACE School for Girls, expressed thanks for the support 
from the community.  Construction should be complete by next fall. 
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM 12/18/12 06:00PM/2 minutes News          ******** 
 
******** Following last week’s massacre of students at a school in Newtown, Connecticut, there has 
been much talk about gun control, but also about arming teachers.  Proponents say that in our 
zealousness to protect students from harm, we’ve created gun-free zones that inadvertently make 
those students helpless targets for deranged persons.  They are now suggesting legislation to arm 
teachers in every classroom.  We interviewed Kathy Breakall, President of the Escambia Education 
Association, who says her teachers union strongly opposes the idea.  We spoke with several parents, 
all of whom agreed with Breakall. 
 
 
 
 


