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Quarter ending:      March 31, 2009   
 
ISSUE/description:    2. CRIME:  Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News First at 4 01/08/09 04:17AM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                        * 
    "Fugitive Task Force" 
 
* This is a regularly scheduled segment every Thursday wherein officers from either the Pensacola 
Police Department or Escambia County Sheriff’s office are in our studios to man phone banks where 
citizens can call in to give tips about wanted fugitives who are suspected to be in our area.  Reporter 
Greg Neumann interviews the officers to present a profile of the fugitives, and then we come back for 
updates later in this program and also in our 5PM Newscast and 6PM Newscast. 
 
 

2.  Straughn & Company 01/11/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       ** 
      
** WEAR’s Public Affairs Director Sue Straughn travelled to Tallahassee to the office of Speaker of 
the House Ray Sansom to interview him about allegations that he has appropriated $25 million for 
construction funding at Northwest Florida State College in Niceville, then subsequently accepted a 
$110,000 per year part-time job as Vice President of Planning and Development for the college.  It is 
also alleged he steered $6 million of that money to a facility that would benefit a long-time friend and 
financial contributor.  Sansom gave us a brief history of his public service life, including a Masters 
degree in Education and working 6 years for Okaloosa Education Superintendent Don Gaetz, and 
serving on the Okaloosa County Commission.  He then defended himself against the allegations, 
saying there’s no connection between the appropriations and his job at the college. 
 
 
3. In Focus 01/31/09   09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      *** 
 
*** Host Dan Thomas presented details of 2 separate investigations locally. First was a federal 
investigation focusing on the Escambia County Sheriff’s office.  Our guest was our new Sheriff, David 
Morgan, who at one week into his term got a letter from the Department of Justice, Civil Rights 
Division, informing him that they were starting an investigation focusing on the Deputies and the Jail, 
regarding Civil Rights violations in the past few years.  Morgan said he is trying to get more 
involvement from the ACLU and other groups to help improve services, procedures and relations.  
Second was the investigation into the Andrews Institute, and how they got a half-million dollar grant 
to kick-start their “Project Odyssey”, a program that trains private citizens for outer space flight.  
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4. In Focus 02/07/09   09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     **** 
 
**** Host Dan Thomas presented an in-depth report on the controversy surrounding former Florida 
Speaker of the House Ray Sansom.  Sansom had already resigned from his part-time job at 
Northwest Florida State College, and this week he was removed from his position as Speaker of the 
House.  He now faces a number of investigations, including a grand jury and an ethics probe.  We 
interviewed Sansom and Northwest Florida State College President Dr. Bob Richburg about the 
controversy. 
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News First at 4 02/20/09 04:15PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                 ***** 
      “Your 3 Cents”     
                       
***** This is our daily segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue … “Do you think releasing non-violent inmates from prison is a 
good way to save money?”  A plan being discussed by the State Legislature would allow the state to 
postpone building three new prisons at a cost of $300 million to the taxpayers, by allowing 3,900 
state inmates to get out of prison early to save money.  The release plan would not apply to 
murderers, pedophiles, or armed robbers... only non-violent offenders would be eligible.  The 
Department of Corrections doesn't support the early release plan, but says something needs to be 
done to cut down the state's prison population.  The Florida Police Benevolent Association also 
opposes it, saying it would send a shock wave through the system and is not good public policy.  The 
plan would require released inmates to receive job training.  Another idea to save the state money 
includes shipping prisoners out of state, or paying private prisons to house Florida inmates. 
  
 
6. In Focus 03/08/09   09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                  ****** 
 
****** We presented an investigation of the arrest of Okaloosa County Sheriff Charlie Morris by 
federal agents on charges of bribery, theft, fraud and money laundering.  The charges stem from 
accusations that Morris and his Director of Administration Teresa Adams conducted a money 
laundering scheme whereby they would issue phony bonuses to employees, but the employees 
would give back to the Sheriff part of the bonuses in cash, for a supposed donation to charity.  We 
interviewed interim Sheriff Ed Spooner about the investigation. 
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7.  Channel 3 News First at 4 03/13/09 04:15PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs               ******* 
      “Your 3 Cents”     
                       
******* Today’s issue … “Do you support a ban on assault-style weapons?”  Police say when Michael 
McLendon went on his shooting spree in Alabama earlier this week he was armed with two semi-
automatic assault style weapons, capable of holding up to 30 rounds of ammunition each.  They say 
his fire-power caused problems for them.  McLendon fired over 200 rounds of ammunition in his 
rampage, and police couldn't keep up.  He was armed with an SKS semi-automatic rifle, a 
Bushmaster rifle, a shotgun and a handgun.  He had also attached high capacity clips on the rifles, to 
minimize reloads.  And none of the law enforcement officers pursuing McLendon was equipped with 
that type of weaponry.  The grandfather of an 18 month old girl who was killed... told us he thought 
*only police should have those types of weapons. While the SKS and Bushmaster rifles McLendon 
used can only be sold as semi-automatic weapons, it is possible he modified them to be fully 
automatic.  ATF agents are investigating that now.  There was a federal ban on assault and assault 
style weapons from 1994 to 2004, but it expired, and while there have been a number of bills to 
reinstate a similar or tougher ban, nothing yet has passed.  So we posed the question to our viewers.  
 
 
8. In Focus 03/15/09   09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               ******** 
 
******** Host Greg Neumann profiled 2 shooting sprees in our area in which 12 people were killed 
and 9 injured.  On February 26, Walton County Sheriff’s officials say 60-year-old Dannie Baker shot 5 
Chilean students in his Sandestin apartment complex, killing 2 of them.  Then just 5 days ago, 28-
year-old Michael McLendon went on the deadliest shooting spree in Alabama history, as he shook up 
the quiet rural area of Geneva County, AL, when he shot and killed 10 people in 3 different towns 
and injured 6 more before finally taking his life.  Our guest today was Psychologist David Josephs of 
Lakeview Mental health Center, who discussed the psychological issues involved in such crimes, and 
what effects such shootings have on the community. 
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News First at 4 03/23/09 04:15PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs            ********* 
      “Your 3 Cents”     
                       
********* Today’s issue … “Do you think letters to the spouses of a prostitute's customers are an 
effective way to deal with prostitution?  Customers of prostitutes in Escambia County could be getting 
some unwanted mail.  The sheriff is considering a new program that would send letters to the 
significant others of people busted for picking up prostitutes.  The idea is to both deter prostitution 
and give a health warning to the spouses of those arrested in prostitution busts.  Right now the 
sheriff's office is exploring the legal issues surrounding the idea of sending the letters.  It has been 
done in other parts of the country, and we're told it's just a matter of getting the proper legal wording 
together before they implement the plan. 
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