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Quarter ending:      September 30, 2014     
 
ISSUE/description:    10. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession; 

unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; 
development of new industry such as the extension of Florida casino 
gambling; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
1. ABC News Special Report: 08/01/14 01:44PM/51 minute News                   * 
    President Obama on the Economy 
 
* The President spoke about the continuing improvement in the country’s economy. 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 10PM  08/08/14 10:05PM/3 minutes News                 ** 
  
** UWF football at Maritime Park is still up in the air. The agreement between the University of West 
Florida (UWF) and the Community Maritime Park Associates (CMPA) still hasn't been approved.  
The agreement on the table would have UWF use the park for Division II football for at least two 
years starting in 2016 until the stadium on campus is built. Additional years can be added if 
necessary. UWF would pay the CMPA $5,000 per game. Aside from a few minor tweaks, UWF  
President Dr. Judy Bense was ready to sign the agreement Friday morning, but profits over 
concessions put the brakes on things.  The first issue was solved quickly. The University agreed to 
pay the estimated $30,000 dollars for the goal posts, netting and end-zone clocks to meet NCAA 
standards. By paying for the equipment, CMPA is not on the hook for that expense.  The second 
issue at hand, how much the CMPA would make from concession stand sales, proved problematical.  
Everyone involved is hopeful an agreement will be signed soon.  UWF has already hired a football 
coach, ordered team uniforms and will start recruiting soon. The University also plans to break 
ground on a competition field in December of 2014.  UWF would also pay the CMPA a dollar for each 
ticket sold for events at the park in addition to football.  Dr. Bense says according to the original 
agreement, the CMPA could make around $94,000 dollars per game once all other profits are added 
to the bottom line. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 10PM  08/11/14 10:06PM/2 minutes News                *** 
  
*** You may have noticed the massive vessel at the Port of Pensacola; it's pretty hard to miss.  As 
the port continues to expand, there's a good chance you'll continue seeing vessels like this one.  The 
667-foot "Deep Blue" is at the Port of Pensacola for routine maintenance.  Onboard is a crew of 120 
people.  That crew is pumping money into the local economy to the tune of $35,000 to $55,000 a 
day.  A new facility being built will help keep vessels like the "Deep Blue" coming here.  The business 
will be manufacturing flexible piping, and it will be shipped all over the world."  The addition is 
expected to create 200 jobs. The pay will range from $12 to $15 an hour, and even some engineering 
positions may be salaried at $100,000.  Large vessels will be coming into the port to pick up these 
manufactured parts, with more chances for the local economy to get some of those dollars. 



(page 2) 
 
ISSUE/description:    10. THE ECONOMY.  The continuing effects of the recent recession; 

unemployment; a high level of dependency on the Navy and Tourism; 
development of new industry such as the extension of Florida casino 
gambling; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on our local economy. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
4. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  08/21/14 04:33PM/2 minutes News              **** 

  
**** Okaloosa reporter Laura Hussey said the Emerald Coast is teaming up with some other Florida 
destinations to try to bring in more tourists from the United Kingdom.  It's part of a bigger push to lure 
international visitors to Northwest Florida.  It's been a record summer for tourism on the Emerald 
Coast. But getting visitors here year-round is an ongoing effort.  Tourism leaders say the international 
market is an untapped resource. While the United Kingdom ranks third in sending visitors to Florida, 
many of them aren't familiar with the Northwest part of the state.  Resortquest Marketing Director 
Martin Owen says because of school vacation schedules, British travelers could fill in our slower fall 
season. London's average temperature in September is in the low sixties; here, it's in the eighties. 
The Okaloosa Tourism Development Department is teaming up with cities including Bradenton and 
Daytona Beach to be part of a Florida beaches promotion from a British tour operator. The 9500 
dollar cost will be paid with bed taxes. In the industry, they say every step toward international 
tourism is a step forward. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM  08/21/14 06:00PM/3 minutes News             ***** 
  
***** Our area is getting ready for a boom in the manufacturing industry with ST Aerospace, Deepflex 
and Offshore Inland coming in and creating hundreds of jobs.  Colleges and tech schools are playing 
catch up to get the workforce ready, but in the meantime-K-12 education is building the pipeline for 
the future by teaming up with area businesses.  School started this week and students are still 
rushing in to register last minute for those classes, because they know just how important education 
is to find a job.  Within the next 18 months, the Pensacola Chamber of Commerce is expecting the 
manufacturing and IT fields to be hiring for hundreds of jobs.  But the long-term businesses are 
partnering up with K-12 schools to make sure students are graduating high school with the skills they 
need.  The Escambia County School District brought in a national workforce expert to coach teachers 
on partnering with industry to find out exactly what they are looking for. Gulf Power anticipated this 
shortage years ago and that’s why they started the Gulf Power Academy at West Florida High 
School. They need plenty of people in the pipeline ready to go.  So far-Gulf Power has hired 50 
graduates from the Academy, straight from high school hey can get a job starting at around $25,000 
dollars a year. With experience, their salary can quickly double and even triple. 
 
 
6.  The Right Side  09/06/14 04:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                    ****** 
 With Armstrong Williams 
 
****** This week’s topic was Tourism & Job Creation. 
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7. Channel 3 News at 6PM  09/24/14 06:03PM/2 minutes News                   * 
  

* A new way to fund workforce development programs is in the works for Escambia and Santa Rosa 

Counties.  Places like Pensacola State College and CareerSource Escarosa are looking at the 

possibility of using RESTORE funds to train people for certain jobs.  The RESTORE Funds are 

available because of the 2010 Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill.  It's in the very early stages of discussion, 

but there's a possibility RESTORE money could be used to help people get jobs in our area.  

Leaders in local workforce training and development recently presented their proposals to the Santa 

Rosa County RESTORE Council. 

 

 
 


