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ISSUE/description:    4. CRIME:  Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 07/04/12 04:20PM/4 minutes Public Affairs                                 * 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on that issue.  Today’s issue was prison sentences:   “Should prison time be reduced for 
non-violent offenders?”  Prisoners released in 2009 served an average of nine more months in 
custody than offenders released in 1990.  Those extended prison sentences are expensive; each 
prisoner costing states $23,300 per year, and half of that was for non-violent offenders who are now 
60% of our prison population.  Releasing half of them would free up nearly $17 billion per year 
nationwide.  Time served rose most rapidly in Florida, costing an extra $1/4 billion in 2009.  All 
respondents to our survey and our on-the-street interviews said they favored educating non-violent 
offenders and giving them early release, reducing public costs. 
   
 
2.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 07/06/12 04:22PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                                ** 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** Today’s issue concerned the Trayvon Martin case:  “Do you think George Zimmerman should have 
been given a second chance at bond?”  The Neighborhood Watch Volunteer who killed Trayvon 
Martin has left a Florida jail one day after a judge set his bond at $1 million.  His previous bond was 
revoked after prosecutors presented evidence that he had misled the court about his finances.  The 
judge set several conditions for the release, including banning Zimmerman from leaving Seminole 
County without his permission and forbidding him to have a bank account. 
 

 
3. Channel 3 News First at 4 07/12/12 04:04PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                     *** 
    "Fugitive Task Force" and every Thursday of this quarter 
 
*** This is a regularly scheduled segment every Thursday wherein officers from either the Pensacola 
Police Department or Escambia County Sheriff’s office are in our studios to man phone banks where 
citizens can call in to give tips about wanted fugitives who are suspected to be in our area.  Channel 
3 News reporters interview the officers to present a profile of the fugitives and details about their 
criminal activity, and then we show updates later in this program and also in our 5PM Newscast and 
6PM Newscast.  Tip calls have resulted in several arrests, some within hours of our broadcasts. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 5PM 07/25/12 05:00PM/3 minutes News                ****  
 
**** Reporter Christina Leavenworth was invited to ride along with the Pensacola Police Department 
to witness their new plan to combat crime in the city.  The department tripled its presence on the 
streets due to a string of drive-by shootings.  They put almost all of their officers back on the streets, 
concentrating on housing complexes where the shootings occurred, and they’ve already arrested 
dozens of people for various violations.  The Chief said they will continue the increased patrolling for 
as long as it’s needed. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four08/06/12 04:21PM/2 minutes News              *****  

 
***** We reported on the Gun Crime Response Team, a task force to combat violence, created by the 
Pensacola Police Department and Escambia County Sheriff’s Office following a spree of gun-related 
crimes in the area.  At least 10 people have died from gun violence so far this year.  Officials say 
many of the people involved in these shootings are often part of the same groups who commit crimes 
in the city and county, so sharing information between the agencies is critical to success. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four08/07/12 04:05PM/2 minutes News             ******  

 
****** We informed viewers of two area communities, Pensacola and Mary Esther, which will take 
part in the national initiative against crime, “National Night Out”, tonight.  Police officers will be at 
each event, with advice about personal safety and ways to prevent crime. 
 
 
7.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 08/09/12 04:20PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                         ******* 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
******* Today’s issue was Gun Control: “Do you believe gun laws in America are too restrictive, not 
restrictive enough, or just about right?”  American’s attitudes toward gun control have remained 
steady in the wake of the recent shootings in Colorado and Wisconsin.  A poll released today shows 
50% of Americans favor no restrictions on only minor restrictions on gun ownership, while 48% 
support major restrictions or even a complete ban…these numbers are identical to last year’s survey.  
The poll shows 96% favor background checks and 91% support laws preventing convicted felons or 
persons with mental health problems from owning guns.  Also, 75% favor gun registration, and 60% 
favor bans on semi-automatic weapons and high-capacity ammunition clips. 
 
 
8. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four08/23/12 04:36PM/3 minutes News          ********  

 
******** Local crime scene techs have been busy with all the shootings in the past few weeks, and 
soon they’ll have some new tools to help speed up their investigations.  Reporter Bill Pearson 
interviewed Santa Rosa County crime scene equipment experts about their new crime scene 
mapping tools. 
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9. 3 in the Morning  09/19/12 06:35AM/2 minutes News              ********* 
 
********* In our regular weekly “Crime of the Week” segment, Pensacola Police are asking for viewers 
help in tracking down a man wanted for fraud.  Police Chief Chip Simmons detailed the crime, and 
explained how viewers could earn cash for tips leading to an arrest. 
 
 
10.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  09/26/12 04:04PM/2 minutes News      ********** 

 
********** In July, Pensacola Police expanded their presence in certain areas of the city in an effort to 
combat a string of drive-by shootings.  Reporter Amber Southard interviewed Pensacola Police Chief 
Chip Simmons, who explained that there’s been a noticeable decline in gun-related violence. 
 
 
 


