
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location Pensacola, FL    
Quarter ending: December 31, 2006 
 
 
Issue/description: 5.  RELIGION.  The various aspects of worship; different religions and 

denominations; governmental separation; extremist viewpoints; relation 
to other issues. 

 
                      

How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/09/06 10:03PM/2 minutes News                     * 
 
* Victoria Langley in our Tallahassee Bureau reported on the nation’s largest faith-based prison, which 
opened last November in Wakulla County with much fanfare.  But researchers say in a new study that 
there are no reliable statistics to prove claims that faith-based prisons reduce recidivism rates any more 
than traditional prisons.  Dan Mears, a researcher at Florida State University, says other 
components…like the extra counseling, anger management and drug treatment may be what’s really 
working.  State corrections officials say point to lower disciplinary problems in the faith-based prisons and 
dormitories as proof of the effectiveness.  They say it’s not about pushing religion; it’s about pushing 
inmates to reform in whatever way they can, including looking to what they call a higher power.  Statistics 
show 2 out of 3 inmates will end up re-arrested regardless of what type program they go through. 
 
2.  Troubled Waters 11/05/06 10:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                   ** 
 
** This program, part of ABC’s “Vision & Values” series, was produced by the United Church of Christ and 
presented by the National Council of Churches, USA.  The program focused on how water plays a central 
role for three Abrahamic faiths – Christians, Jews and Muslims.  But with continuing increases in the 
world's population and pollution, our global well is running dry. Instead of a human right, water has 
become a commodity to be bought and sold. The documentary Troubled Waters explored this problem in 
South America, Africa, India, the Middle East and the United States, to experience the stories of people 
who are struggling to hold on to one of God's greatest gifts.    
 
 
3. Introducing Jesus of Nazareth12/03/06 12:30PM/1 hour Public Affairs                  *** 
 

*** Produced by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the program invited viewers to join the 
gifted pastor, theologian and Grace Matters radio host Peter Marty as he traveled through the Holy Land.  
He traveled where Jesus walked, from Nazareth and Bethlehem to Capernaum, the Sea of Galilee, the 
Jordan Valley, the Mount of Transfiguration, and finally to Jerusalem.  Introducing Jesus of Nazareth is a 
straightforward, concise retelling of the gospel story, told against a backdrop of breathtaking scenes from 
the Holy Land. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 6PM 12/05/06 06:08PM/2 minutes News                 **** 
 
**** We interviewed Susan Watson with the American Civil Liberties Union about complaints that a Bible 
class offered at Pace High School may violate students Civil Rights.  A parent had complained to the 
group that the class was teaching the book’s Christian values rather than its historical significance.  
Watson met with school district officials last week, who claimed the course was purely instructional and in 
no way restricts students in their religious practices.  Santa Rosa Assistant Superintendent Tim Wyrosdick 
noted that the class is an elective and the teacher must follow a strict curriculum approved by the state.  
The District has invited the ACLU to sit in on the class. 
 
 
5.  Heaven – Where is It? 12/22/06 08:00PM/2 hours Public Affairs               ***** 
     How do we get There? With Barbara Walters 
 
***** Walters took viewers on a journey around the world - to India, Israel and throughout the United 
States.  She interviewed people of different religious and scientific beliefs, each with strong opinions 
about the afterlife.  They discussed their visions of heaven, what happens to the body, and why it is 
important to believe in heaven. 
 
 
6.  Straughn & Company      12/24/06 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                      ****** 
 
****** Guests today were Bishop John Ricard, Catholic Diocese of Pensacola/Tallahassee; Rabbi Leonard 
Zukrow, Temple Beth-El; and Rev. Cherie Isakson, Director of the Interfaith Housing Coalition.  We 
discussed the Interfaith Housing Coalition, a coalition of churches of various faiths that has purchased 
property and is preparing to build more than 200 workforce housing units.  The effort is an attempt to 
address the critical shortage of affordable housing in Escambia County. 
 
 
7. Christmas on the Coast 12/25/06 05:00AM/2 hours Public Affairs            ******* 
 
******* This yearly musical production is performed by the Pensacola Children’s Chorus at Pensacola’s 
historic Saenger Theatre.  Songs performed are both popular and spiritual, and celebrate the various 
traditions of Christmas.  In addition, dramatic performances depict legends of Christian celebrations of 
Jesus’ birth.   
 
8.  ABC News Nightline 12/25/06 11:01PM/30 minutes Public Affairs           ******** 
 
******** On this Christmas night, Nightline devoted the entire program to the subject of Christianity.  
They reported on the year’s Christian highlights; profiled preachers as modern missionaries; and 
provided a detailed look at the devotion of evangelical Christians. 
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