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Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2015   
 
 
ISSUE/description:  9. MINORITY ISSUES.  Employment opportunities, housing,  
                         education, recreational facilities, racial harmony, crime.    
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/10/15 06:04PM/2.5 minutes News              * 
     
* Laura Hussey reported from our Fort Walton Beach bureau that an image of the Confederate flag 
showed up where one mom least expected it...on the shirts of some students playing dodgeball at 
Niceville High School. The mother says she just couldn't look the other way, and contacted Channel 3 to 
tell her story. She asked us to keep her identity private, so her daughter won't feel pushback at school.  
The shirts are blue tank tops, with the "Stars and Bars" forming an "X" across the front. When the mother 
went to pick her daughter up after a dodgeball tournament, she was shocked to see students wearing 
them. The Niceville students wearing the shirts were not an official school team, but they were playing in 
an after-school fundraiser on school grounds.  She says she asked the teens why they would wear the 
"stars and bars" to a school event. She was disheartened to hear they thought it was no big deal. The 
mother said, "Honestly I look at it and I see hatred.  While there are still people out there that don't see 
that, they see heritage, they see history, well there are a lot of things that happened in history that weren't 
right."  Channel 3 went to the school district to find out what the policy is, and what's being done.  School 
District spokesperson Henry Kelley said, "Racism has no place in our school system, and the school 
board's policies regarding dress are set up to insure there's no disruption and nothing endangers the 
safety of student activities."  The dress code doesn't specifically ban any particular image.  It does allow 
administrators to act, once a possible violation has been brought to their attention.  Kelley says nobody 
complained about the shirts during the dodgeball event.  Friday, district officials met with the mother to 
get an understanding of her concerns.  The district is now investigating and deciding if further action is 
needed. 
  
 
2. Our World with 04/18/15 04:30AM/20 minutes Public Affairs                  ** 
    Black Enterprise 
 
** In this week’s edition, correspondent Patricia Cesaire interviewed L.C. Johnson, Founding Editor of 
Colored Girl Confidential, and Angela Pitter, Founder of LiveWire Collaborative, discussing how social 
media can help brand businesses for greater growth.  We also talked with Vernice “FlyGirl” Armour, the 
first African American combat pilot, who showed how lessons learned in the battlefield help make her 
successful as an entrepreneur.  We also profiled a different side to hip hop rap star Fat Joe, who is 
helping the young people in his community grow up to be financially successful.  
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3. Channel 3 News at 5PM 04/22/15 05:00PM/2.5 minutes News           *** 
     
*** Anthony Pura reported on an edited video of Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan and comments 
he’s made in the past about race issues.  The video was posted on Facebook by Occupy Pensacola 2.0, 
a social activist group with a loose membership affiliation.  The clips of Morgan were taken from his bi-
weekly show in an episode that aired more than a year ago, according to a Sheriff’s spokesperson.  It 
was edited together with his comments speaking to the rotary club back in 2013.  Some of the sites 
visitors criticized the sheriff for his take on the term "African American"  “The blacks that reside in the 
United States are not from Africa,” The Sheriff said in the clip.  Some also attacked the Sheriff for his 
comments on the so called, “thug culture”  The Sheriff fired back Wednesday, saying his comments were 
taken out of context.  Like the quote about the term African Americans.  “The whole thrust of that 
comment is ‘we’re Americans,” Morgan explained.  In fact earlier in the edited clip he said, “Let me take 
issue of the title of African- American.  We're Americans."  Morgan also said his comment on “thug life” 
was about children being raised by media.  Many are exposed and potentially influenced by glamorized 
violence on television, movies and music.  The sheriff also made a mention of “super predators” in his 
rotary club speech.  The sheriff says that was a generic term for criminals, not meant for any race or 
group.  The Sheriff is up for re-election in 2016; he believes the video is politically motivated. 
 
 
4. Our World with 04/25/15 04:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                **** 
    Black Enterprise 
**** We highlighted the two largest auto shows of 2015, the North American International Auto Show and 
the New York International Auto Show, and profiled Perry Watson III, CEO of Lexus of Mishawaka, as 
our Entrepreneur of the Week.  Watson takes on a new role this year as Chairman of NAMAD, the 
National Association of Minority Automobile Dealers.  We also talked with Damon Lestor, president of 
NAMAD, who gave us an update on the status of minority automobile dealers around the country. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/28/15 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News        ***** 
     
***** David Gonzalez reported live after attending a meeting of the Southern Poverty Law Center where it 
was announced they had filed complaints with the U.S. Department of Education against five Florida 
counties including Escambia and Okaloosa.  The organization claims African American students were 
subjected to suspensions, expulsions, and even arrest at schools at a higher rate than their white 
classmates.  The organization hopes by addressing issues within the Escambia County Public School 
System they'll be able to change the impact it's having on youth.  The SPLC warns of a crisis affecting 
Escambia County schools.  SPLC Attorney Amir Whitaker calls it the school-to-prison pipeline.  He said 
school districts like Escambia County are adopting harsh disciplinary policies that push children out of 
school.  He said the district's practices are failing to meet the needs of African American students.  
Whitaker says black students are 35% of the district's population but make up 76% of school arrests.  
"The district's response to it is what increases the likelihood of a kid ending up in the criminal justice 
system and that's what we don't want because they're on that path and once they come out, their life, 
opportunities are very limited," Whitaker said.  "We want to see more alternatives, more positive 
behavioral supports, more interventions and actually seeing the district addressing the issue," Whitaker 
said.  The organization says students who misbehave should be held accountable but there are other 
ways that will keep them in school.   
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6. UNCF An Evening of Stars 06/13/15 08:00PM/2 hours Public Affairs       ****** 
 
****** We aired the annual scholarship fundraiser for the United Negro College Fund, as part of their 
effort to make college affordable to deserving students of color. 
 
 
7.  ABC News Nightline 06/17/15 12:03AM/30 minutes News/Public Affairs ******* 
 
******* Tonight’s program covered in-depth the Church Massacre in Charleston, SC. 
 
 
8. Channel 3 News - Dayside 06/18/15 11:19AM/13 minutes News        ******** 
     
******** We aired President Obama’s remarks on the Church Shooting in Charleston, SC, where a 
deranged white supremacist gunman killed 9 members of the African-American church. 
 
 
9. This Week with 06/21/15 08:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs       ********* 
    With George Stephanopoulos 
 
********* Guests included Mayor Joseph Riley (D-Charleston, SC); Rick Santorum (R), Presidential 
candidate; Jelani Cobb, staff writer at The New Yorker and associate Professor at the University of 
Connecticut; Charlayne Hunter-Gault, journalist and author of “To the Mountaintop: My Journey through 
the Civil Rights Movement”; Maria Cardona, Democratic Strategist; Sara Fagen, Republican Strategist; 
and Steve Inskeep, host of NPR’s Morning Edition.  Today’s primary topic was the deadly shooting in 
Charleston. 
 
 
10.  ABC News Nightline 06/25/15 12:03AM/18 minutes News/Public Affairs      *10 
 
*10 Tonight’s program, hosted by Byron Pitts outside of the Emmanuel AME Church in Charleston, SC, 
featured a conversation about race relations in America. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News - Dayside 06/26/15 01:44PM/48 minutes News           *11 
     
*11 We aired President Obama’s eulogy for the slain pastor of the Charleston, SC, church, including his 
comments on the current state of race relations in America. 
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12. Channel 3 News at 6PM 06/30/15 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News           *12 
     
*12 Anthony Pura reported that tensions are running higher than normal at Pensacola’s Graffiti Bridge. 
Images of the Confederate flag and rainbow flag have appeared and reappeared over the past few nights 
as groups jockey to put their message up over the other.  The 17th Avenue Trestle functions as a 
community message board. People are allowed to spray paint pictures and messages on it. Everything 
from marriage proposals, memorials to profanity have been scrawled on the bridge.  But it never seemed 
like anything painted on the bridge stirred up emotions like they have the past few nights.  It started 
Friday night, with a group painting the confederate flag on a section of the bridge, only to see it painted 
over almost as soon as they finished with an image of the Rainbow Flag celebrating the Supreme Court’s 
ruling on same-sex marriage.  Police were on scene Friday, and again Monday evening when a group 
returned to fly the Confederate flag by the bridge.  One person was arrested Friday.  Police say they will 
monitor the situation at the bridge anytime there are opposing groups in the same location and tensions 
could heat up.  They will respond anytime there is a crowd protesting. 
 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 6PM 06/30/15 06:03PM/2 minutes News           *13 
     
*13 Rob Brown reported from DeFuniak Springs about the controversy over the Confederate monument 
there, thought to be the oldest in the state, built just a few years after the end of the Civil War.  Flying 
over it is the Confederate battle flag.  It all sits on the grounds of the Walton County Courthouse.  Now 
this county is set to be the next to have the debate over whether or not to take the flag down.  The 
decision to leave or lower the flag will have to be made by the county commission. But that doesn't mean 
the public hasn't been giving its input.  Two online petitions have been started; one to keep the flag, and 
one to lower it.  Both were started within the last week.  The petition to keep the flag reached 800 
signatures in five days.  The petition to remove it gained 1,100 signatures in exactly a week.  That one 
was started by Michelle and Daniel Uhlfelder.  They say they're fine with the memorial staying, but that 
the flag should not be allowed on government property.  But those who want to leave the flag say it's not 
as decisive as it's being made out to be.  One resident said "we are friends together, black and white 
here, any other color. We're not a hating town. This flag has nothing to do with hate. This flag has 
something to do with heritage."  The Uhlfelders say it's important to note the flag is not being banned.  
Only that it shouldn't fly on government property.  The Walton County Commission will hold a public 
discussion about the flag at their July 14th meeting. 
 
 


