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Issue/description: 2. MILITARY AFFAIRS.  Issues of concern to military and civilian 

workers at local bases; military retirees; the military’s impact on our 
area’s economy and lifestyle; military dependents, etc. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 5PM 10/06/10 05:00PM/2 minutes News                           * 
     
* We reported that the Supreme Court heard arguments today in a case that pit a church group that 
stages protests at funerals of military personnel against a family who says they have the right to privately 
mourn their son who was killed in Iraq.  We then talked with local military families for their opinions on the 
case.  We also interviewed Randy Bobbitt, Communications Law Professor at UWF, who said the Court’s 
decision will affect people’s rights throughout the next decade and beyond.  Most locals don’t want to see 
an end to unpopular free speech, but believe changes need to be made to protect family privacy at 
sensitive times such as weddings or funerals. 
 
2. Channel 3 News at 6PM 10/08/10 06:08PM/2 minutes News                          ** 
     
** We profiled the proposed Amendment 2 on the upcoming Florida ballot, which would provide a new 
Homestead Exemption for military residents who are serving overseas.  The state legislature would have 
to decide which conflict areas outside the U.S. would qualify for that exemption.   
 
3. Channel 3 News at 6PM 10/13/10 06:00PM/2 minutes News                         *** 
     
*** Military reporter Bill Pearson talked with citizens of Valparaiso about their concerns of the Air Force’s 
plan to bring the new Joint Strike Fighter, the F-35, to Eglin Air Force Base.  In Tuesday’s meeting on the 
F-35’s environmental impact, they learned it would take 40 to 50 thousand dollars to sound-proof their 
homes against the expected jet noise.  Many Valparaiso residents still want changes made to the Air 
Force’s official plan before the fighters arrive. 
 
4. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 10/18/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                   **** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s issue was the war in Afghanistan … “Do you believe the U.S. can win the war in 
Afghanistan?”  The tab from the war in Afghanistan is running at eight billion dollars a month. That's 
according to retired General Barry McCaffrey, the former Assistant Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  
October 7 marked the ninth year of Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan...the longest war in U.S. 
history, and "tougher than Iraq," according to McCaffrey.  A Bloomberg poll released Monday says 60-
percent of Americans don't believe the war can be won...while 39 percent believe it can be.  President 
Obama plans to begin withdrawing troops from the country next July...depending on the conditions there. 
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5. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  10/20/10 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                       ***** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
***** Today’s issue was … “Do you support or oppose a $60-billion weapons deal with Saudi Arabia?”  
The Obama administration has notified Congress of plans for a multiyear, multibillion-dollar weapons 
deal with Saudi Arabia.  The State Department says the sale is meant to further align the Saudi military 
relationship with the United States.  A State Department official says the sale will enhance the ability of 
Saudi Arabia to defend threats to it and its oil structure, which is critical to the economic interests of the 
U.S.  The deal is worth up to $60 billion over 20 years.  It will include the sale of 84 F-15 aircraft... the 
upgrade of 70 older-model F-15 aircraft... and almost 200 helicopters.  Congress has 30 days to raise 
any objections to the deal. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  10/26/10 04:42PM/3 minutes News                        ****** 

 
****** We reported on the Wiki-Leaks controversy, where the website has leaked classified military 
documents online.  A Defense Department spokesman said the anti-secrecy website has already posted 
half a million secret military documents on the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan online, and the Pentagon 
said the release of these documents threatens national security.  The disgruntled former Army 
Intelligence Analyst who leaked the documents is now in military detention. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/08/10 06:02PM/3 minutes News                       ******* 
     
******* As part of our “Salute to Military Week” series, Okaloosa County reporter Laura Hussey took 
viewers on an in-depth tour of Eglin Air Force Base, which employs over 4,300 people, military and 
civilian, and pumps over 300 million dollars a year into the local economy. 
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/09/10 06:00PM/3 minutes News                     ******** 
     
******** As part of our “Salute to Military Week” series, we profiled the activities at Hurlburt Field, 
headquarters for the Air Force’s Special Operations Group.  News co-anchor Bob Solarski and Okaloosa 
County reporter Laura Hussey reported live from Hurlburt. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/10/10 06:00PM/3 minutes News                   ********* 
     
********* As part of our “Salute to Military Week” series, we profiled the activities of Whiting Field near 
Milton, a training facility for both fixed-wing and helicopter pilots.  News co-anchor Sue Straughn and 
reporter Bill Pearson reported live from Whiting. 
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10. Channel 3 News at 6PM 11/12/10 06:00PM/3 minutes News                   ********** 
     
********** As part of our “Salute to Military Week” series, we reported live from Pensacola Naval Air 
Station, home of the famed Blue Angels flight demonstration team, flying their annual Homecoming Show 
this week. 
 
 
11. This Week with 11/21/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                 *********** 
    Christiane Amanpour  
 
*********** Our guest was Admiral Mike Mullen, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, discussing our 
Afghanistan War Strategy. 
 
 
12. This Week with 12/05/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                ************ 
    Christiane Amanpour  
 
************ Our guests were General Wesley Clark, former NATO Supreme Allied Commander; R. Clarke 
Cooper, Executive Director of the Log Cabin Republicans; Tammy Schultz, Director of National Security 
and Joint Warfare at the Marine Corps War College; Lieutenant Colonel Bob Maginnis (Ret.), Senior 
Fellow of the Family Research Council; and Elaine Donnelly, Center for Military Readiness.  The topic 
was the military’s “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.   
 
 
13. This Week with 12/26/10 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs              ************* 
    Christiane Amanpour  
 
************* Our topic of discussion was the plight of homeless veterans who are “slipping through the 
cracks” in the veteran’s care programs.  Guests were General Peter Chiarelli, Vice Chief of Staff of the 
Army; and David Rohde and Kristen Mulvihill, co-authors of “A Rope and a Prayer”. 
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