
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2015 
 
ISSUE/description:    11. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/13/15 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                    * 
 
* Laura Hussey reported from Northwest Florida State College in Niceville about changes in store for 
that school and Pensacola State College if a bill in the Florida legislature moves forward. They might 
have to cut back some four-year degree programs, and may even have to change their names again.  
When the state college system was established in 2008, the intention was to let community colleges 
offer some four year degrees, in fields directly tied to building the local workforce.  Across Florida, 
there are twenty-eight state colleges.  Student Government Association President Rachel Gilroy says 
the state college system is a boon for adult students who can't move away because of military or job 
obligations. Gilroy says, "If we can help our community in a way by offering a nursing degree or an 
education degree, of course we're going to try to get as many students as we can to get the 
education."  But some legislators say certain colleges are going too far, offering four-year degrees that 
duplicate and compete with universities.  State Senator Don Gaetz is the chair of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Education. He says, "So now they are doing baccalaureate degrees in some cases 
that have nothing to do with workforce needs and are just offered in order to attract more students to 
get more money and be bigger."  The bill sponsored by Senator Joe Negron would make colleges 
justify new four-year degrees, and limit total enrollment to five percent of a school's student body.  
Perhaps the most widely publicized aspect of the bill is the provision that would require the colleges to 
remove the word "State" from their names.  Gilroy says the name change would be confusing and an 
unnecessary expense.  Senator Gaetz says the name-change provision will be stripped before the bill 
gets to the Senate floor. 
 
 
2.   Channel 3 News First at Four 04/14/15 04:02PM/1.5 minutes News                   ** 

 
** The investigation into allegations at the Newpoint Charter Schools in Pensacola continues.  In late 
March the state attorney's office opened a criminal investigation into the schools for grade tampering. 
There have been other allegations accusing teachers of misconduct.  The investigation is in its third 
week, and state attorney's office has requested public records from the Newpoint schools.   State 
Attorney Bill Eddins said they're continuing to interview witnesses including school employees.  He 
said they're reviewing the school's computers, including emails.  School board member, Jeff Bergosh, 
said a representative from the school asked for his emails, text messages, and any documents 
relating to the case.  Eddins expects the investigation could last several weeks or months. 
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3. Channel 3 News - Dayside 04/15/15 11:00AM/3 minutes News                 *** 
 
*** Escambia county elections officials and Tate High School teamed up to bring Tate High students a 
real voting experience at the polls.  Tate High School held its school government elections 
Wednesday. Thanks to the Elections Supervisors Office, the experience involved official ballots, real 
voting booths and voting machines.  School officials say it's a way to get the students excited to vote 
and prep them for the experience.  For some, it's as soon as 2016.  Sonya Daniel with Election 
Supervisor David Stafford's office says the 18-25 age group is the second highest registered age-
group, followed only by those 66 years old and older.  However, the 18-25 group has the lowest voter 
turnout numbers.  Daniel says they've helped put on school elections in the past, but Tate High 
School's student government election has been the most realistic experience. 
 
 
4.   Channel 3 News First at Four 04/16/15 04:20PM/2.5 minutes Public Affairs                        **** 

 
**** Sheila Gray reported that from tech companies to the White House, America's efforts to get girls 
to choose careers in science are well documented.   And the Bureau of Labor Statistics said it's the 
one of the fastest growing fields in the U.S., projecting 4.2 million science jobs by 2020.  That 
translates into endless opportunities for girls, especially girls at the top of their class.  But the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development or OECD said women still don't hold as 
many jobs in science and those who do make an average of 15 percent less than men.  When it 
comes to science, girls consistently score higher than boys at school.  It's not the same in the working 
world.  Working women and researchers believe it come down to confidence.  Parents can make a 
difference in girls' confidence by helping them identify their strengths, and teaching their sons to 
accept women with goals.  The Library of Congress has books and other resources to encourage girls 
in science and math. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 10PM 04/16/15 10:00PM/2 minutes News              ***** 
 
***** Rob Brown reported on how Pine Forest High School is helping students who have already heard 
the call to teach.  Brianna Sasser, part of Pine Forest's "New Teachers Academy," says "I kind of 
experienced what goes on in their classroom, and I really like interacting with kids.  So it sparked, like, 
'hey, maybe I want to be a teacher.'"  The Academy allows students who want to become educators to 
get a jump start on that career. The state recently created guidelines and curriculum for instructing 
future instructors with help from a group of teachers in Escambia County.  The Academy puts the kids 
through classes about the philosophies of teaching, as well as how to interact with students.  Students 
then spend time in an actual classroom through an internship program before moving on to higher 
education.  There are around 35 kids in the academy, and they hope more will be inspired to join. 
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6. Channel 3 News at 10PM 04/23/15 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News             ****** 
 
****** Rob Brown reported live from Milton where the Santa Rosa County School Board has voted 3-2 
to kill a motion to rezone schools.  In a meeting Thursday night, the school board considered rezoning 
some areas in and around Chumuckla, because of overcrowding in schools.  Parents were not happy 
about the idea and showed up to the meeting to voice their concerns.  Over 60 students could have 
been forced to switch elementary schools.  And parents said it could have changed their high schools 
in the future.  Parent after parent streamed to the microphone to speak out against the Board's plan to 
rezone the district.  Due to the major concerns, the school board voted not to rezone the Santa Rosa 
school district.  The district said there's still work to be done, as the state requires certain capacity 
guidelines to be met in order to build a new school to relieve overcrowding. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/30/15 06:00PM/3.5 minutes News            ******* 
 
******* Meg McNamara reported live from the Escambia School District office with new details about 
the investigation into Newpoint High School.  In March, an anonymous source reached out to 
Escambia County School Board member Jeff Bergosh about the school, with a slew of accusations, 
from grade tampering to teacher misconduct.  They also claimed that Superintendent Malcolm 
Thomas knew about grade tampering and ignored it.  The source also said three students graduated 
last year that were not eligible.  Newpoint has denied all allegations of any kind of grade tampering. 
Thomas said the only real relationship between the school district and a charter school is a contract. 
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/19/15 10:00PM/4 minutes News          ******** 
 
******** Channel 3's Christina Leavenworth went to Tallahassee for answers about the company that 
conducted the testing for the first year of the Florida Standards Assessments.  Students across the 
state experienced problems. The company blamed it on cyber-attacks and human error. Governor 
Rick Scott and the legislature are calling for an independent review to see if the test was even valid. 
From the beginning, superintendents across the state kept saying it was too much too fast.  On day 1, 
there were issues. Educators saw everything from delayed starts to losing the data completely.  Joann 
McCall, Vice President of the Florida Education Association said, "When students got totally finished 
with their test and went to submit their exam, they lost their exam.  To me, that's a crucial flaw in the 
system.  Some educators are worried about what this means for our students and schools because 
the validity of the test is now being questioned.   We learned 4 different companies put in proposals 
and were scored on a point system by an 11 member team.  We found out AIR came in 2nd, but they 
still won the $220 million dollar contract.  It was the Department of Education commissioner Pam 
Stewart who ultimately made the decision.  WEAR also reached out to the testing company AIR for an 
interview, but they declined. The independent review must be complete by September 1st but at this 
point, many school districts say they don't know how to move forward until they have the data. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 10PM 05/19/15 10:04PM/2.5 minutes News         ********* 
 
********* David Gonzalez reported live from the Hall Center as the Escambia County School board 
voted on Tuesday evening to end its contract with two charter schools forcing their closure.  In a 4-1 
vote, the board decided to give Newpoint Pensacola High School and Newpoint Academy Middle 
School a 90 day notice of termination.  ECSD Superintendent Malcolm Thomas said he made the 
recommendation to the board to end their contract because there is evidence of contractual violations.  
Allegations of grade tampering and teacher misconduct at Newpoint schools have led to an 
investigation by the State Attorney.  Board members said it's sad that children have to suffer for the 
mismanagement of adults.  Newpoint officials said they have addressed or are in the process of 
addressing the allegations made by the board.  ECSD Board member Jeff Bergosh did make a motion 
to postpone a vote until they received the findings of the State Attorney's investigation but that failed 
4-1.  The board unanimously voted to postpone their vote to give Five Flags Academy of Newpoint a 
90 day notice of termination until their meeting next month. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 5PM 05/20/15 05:00PM/3 minutes News       ********** 
 
********** Meg McNamara reported on more test troubles in Florida high schools.  Now the algebra and 
geometry end-of-course exams that are supposed to make up thirty percent of students' semester 
grades won't count because the study verifying their validity won't be done in time.  Educators say this 
is just a symptom of a much bigger problem.  "Teachers don't have any problem being accountable 
but it is getting to the point that they're spending more time preparing for testing and testing than they 
are learning," said Escambia Education Association Service Unit Director Bill Vincent.  Vincent 
believes this last mistake shows how flawed the entire system is.  According to Florida State Law, 
teacher's test scores are about a third of their evaluation.  If their evaluation is unsatisfactory, they are 
placed on 90-day probation and if they do not improve in that time, they can be dismissed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


