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Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2011   
 
ISSUE/description:    1. CRIME:  Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News First at 4 01/03/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                       * 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue was … “Deputy Fitness:   Do you think someone should have to 
pass a physical fitness test to work in law enforcement?”  New Okaloosa County Sheriff Larry Ashley 
wants his deputies to get in shape.  From now on, deputies will have to prove they're physically ready 
to handle their jobs.  The sheriff says his new policy is a health issue, an image issue, and more.  
New deputies will have eight and a half minutes to run a half-mile obstacle course simulating a 
suspect pursuit.  Current deputies will have to meet the standard by January of 2012.  Deputies who 
fail will have thirty days to improve their performance, or they could be terminated. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News First at 4 01/06/11 04:04PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                      ** 
    "Fugitive Task Force" and every Thursday of this quarter 
 
** This is a regularly scheduled segment every Thursday wherein officers from either the Pensacola 
Police Department or Escambia County Sheriff’s office are in our studios to man phone banks where 
citizens can call in to give tips about wanted fugitives who are suspected to be in our area.  Reporter 
Greg Neumann interviews the officers to present a profile of the fugitives and details about their 
criminal activity, and then we show updates later in this program and also in our 5PM Newscast and 
6PM Newscast.  Tip calls have resulted in several arrests, some within hours of our broadcasts. 
 
 
3. I Believe You: Faith’s 01/09/11 10:30AM/1 hour Public Affairs                      *** 
    Response to Intimate Partner Violence 
 
*** It is unfortunate, but true, that women and girls who have experienced intimate partner violence 
have not always found compassion and help in their houses of worship.  Now, a growing number of 
faith groups are trying to make safety for the victim of abuse (in many cases teens and tweens) a 
paramount concern.  And clergy is learning that listening and believing are two of the essential keys 
to recovery. 
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4. Channel 3 News First at 4 01/17/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                   **** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was … “Open Carry:   Do you support a bill that would allow gun owners to openly 
carry their weapons?”  A local state senator wants to make it easier to carry a gun in public... but 
critics say it would take Florida back to the days of the wild west.  State Senator Greg Evers has 
introduced a bill that would allow gun owners to openly carry holstered guns.  According to the 
website "OpenCarry.org" Florida is one of just 7 states and the District of Columbia that expressly 
prohibit people from openly carrying guns.  Many states just don't have laws on the books to stop it.  
Alabama doesn't even require a permit to "open carry".  In Georgia, you're allowed to do so, but only 
with a permit. 
 
 
5. 3 in the Morning 01/24/11 06:35AM/2 minutes News              ***** 
    “Crime of the Week” 
 
***** Each Monday morning, in a regular weekly segment, Pensacola Police Chief Chip Simmons 
joins us in the studio to profile a current crime that happened within the City, encouraging viewers to 
contact the Police department with any information they might have about the crime.  Today he was 
asking for viewer help in finding a man accused of attempted kidnapping.  
 
 
6. 3 in the Morning 01/31/11 06:07AM/3 minutes News             ****** 
 
****** Dan Thomas reported that a number of community groups have gotten together to form a plan 
to help end a growing violent crime problem in the area.  They plan to put a Resource Center in the 
old Brownsville Middle School building, with the goal of bringing services directly to the heart of a 
suffering community. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News First at 4 03/03/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs               ******* 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* Today’s issue was … “Do you support a plan to ban the death penalty to save money?”  A 
Florida lawmaker has introduced a bill to try to ban the death penalty. Michelle Rehwinkle-Vasilinda 
filed a bill this week to ban executions and instead sentence those who commit capital crimes to life 
without parole.  The average prisoner spends 12 years on death row now.  Rehwinkle-Vasilinda says 
she is opposed to the death penalty both morally and fiscally.  She says it costs the state 50 million 
dollars for every person executed... and at an average of two people a year, that's 100 million dollars.  
She says, "When you're looking for cost savings, I think everything should be on the table and I think 
retribution is very expensive."  Rehwinkle-Vasilinda says the chances of the death penalty ban 
passing are "improbable" but calls it an important discussion. 
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8. Our World with 03/05/11 04:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               ******** 
    Black Enterprise 
 
******** Our “On the Record” discussion looked at African Americans in the criminal justice system.  
Panelists included Barry Scheck, an attorney for The Innocence Project; Nonifa Bandele, program 
Manager at the National Coalition on Black Civic Participation; and Michael Coard, a criminal trial 
lawyer and activist. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News First at 4 03/17/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs           ********* 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********* Today’s issue was … “Do you support an Arizona style immigration law in Florida?”   
Legislation allowing local law enforcement officers to check immigration status is drawing hundreds of 
opponents to the Florida capitol.  Many minorities fear the changes would encourage racial profiling.  
Most Republicans support the bill... although right now there is a fight over a provision that would 
require businesses to use the federal e-verify system to check the legal status of their employees.  
Religious leaders dislike proposals that would require law enforcement to inquire about individuals' 
immigration status during an arrest.  They say in domestic abuse cases, all those involved are 
frequently arrested initially, so the bill would discourage victims in the country illegally from talking 
with authorities. 
 
 
10. Channel 3 News First at 403/23/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs          ********** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********** Today’s issue was … “Greeting Jurors:   Do you think it's okay for Escambia Sheriff David 
Morgan to greet prospective jurors as they arrive for jury duty?”  The Sheriff has been greeting 
potential jurors and thanking them for their service in our justice system, and handing out his 
business card.  But some Judges and Defense Attorneys have formally complained to the Sheriff, 
fearing his activity could possibly prejudice some jurors on the side of law enforcement. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News First at 403/25/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs         *********** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*********** Today’s issue was … “Gun Laws:   Should local governments be allowed to enact and 
enforce laws regulating guns?”  A Santa Rosa County ordinance that has kept a private gun range 
quiet for nearly two years will stay on the books.  The county passed a noise ordinance two years 
ago limiting gun fire on private property.   That came after neighbors of a private gun range 
complained about noise and stray bullets.   But a bill in Tallahassee now would make any local 
ordinance restricting guns illegal... and fine local governments who try to enforce them.   The Santa 
Rosa Commission was expected to drop their ordinance because of the pending state law... but will 
now wait until the Florida Attorney General weighs in on the issue. 


