
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2011   
 
ISSUE/description:                3. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 

forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions.  
                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                   Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News at 5PM 01/19/11 05:00PM/2 minutes News                                       * 
 
* We interviewed Santa Rosa Island Public Safety Director Bob West about the new site plan for Deluna Fest.  It 
includes an area marked off for the Santa Rosa Island Triathlon designed by race consultant Adam Gest of Gulf 
Breeze.  But Triathlon Director Charles Gheen said the plan truncated space for the Triathlon by over 30% from 
last year, and he worries for the safety of the triathletes.  He doesn’t think both events can coexist on the Island 
on the same weekend.  West assured viewers that attendees at both events would be safe. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four   01/26/11 04:00PM/2 minutes News                                     ** 

 
** We reported on Pensacola’s new “Strong Mayor” needing to make some tough decisions regarding Public 
Safety.  Mayor Ashton Hayward is still debating whether or not he will eliminate Police officers in an attempt to 
save Money.  Reporter Greg Neumann, reporting live form one of the higher crime areas in the city, said 
residents there are surprised there’s any debate over filling the vacancies, especially when the city is actively 
hiring firefighters, and they want to see more officers on the streets.  
 
 
3. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four   01/31/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                           *** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions on the 
issue.  Today’s issue was … “Seafood Safety:    Are you still concerned about the safety of seafood taken from 
the Gulf of Mexico?”  Many people are still worried about seafood from the Gulf of Mexico after last year's oil 
spill.  A marketing survey commissioned by Louisiana's Seafood Promotion Board shows that more than 70 
percent of consumers polled nationally express some level of concern about Gulf seafood safety.  23 percent 
have actually reduced their consumption.  A thousand households were surveyed in December as part of a 
research project that will help the promotion board create a public relations message.  The FDA says while 
crude oil has the potential to taint seafood with flavors and odors, the public should not be concerned about the 
safety of seafood in stores right now.  It also says fish and shellfish harvested from areas reopened or 
unaffected by the closures are considered safe to eat. 
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ISSUE/description:                3. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 

forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions.  
                                                                                                                            
                   .  

How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
 
4. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four   02/09/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                         **** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was … “Do you believe Florida should require the use of booster seats for children?”  The 
National Transportation Safety Board is pushing Florida to pass a law requiring booster seats for children up to 
eight years old.  NTSB Chair Deborah Hersman told state lawmakers on Wednesday that Florida is one of only 
three states without a booster seat law.  A statewide coalition of more than 30 organizations - including medical, 
child advocacy and law enforcement organizations - has been formed to help pass a law for children up to 4 
feet, 9 inches tall.  They say a young child is four times as likely to experience an injury to the head and neck.... 
and three times as likely to experience an abdominal injury when restrained with a seat belt versus a booster 
seat.  Opponents argue that a booster seat law would be an intrusion in the lives of parents. 
 
 
5. ABC News Nightline 03/15/11 11:01PM/20 minutes News/Public Affairs                       ***** 
 
***** Following the March 11 massive earthquake and tsunami in Japan, with the resulting damage to several of 
their nuclear-powered electrical generating plants with radioactivity being released into the atmosphere and in 
seawater off their coast, many Americans feared that radioactivity could eventually affect the United States.  
“Nightline” presented an in-depth analysis of the danger from the Japanese crisis, plus guest scientists who 
explained how small amounts of radioactivity are common in our daily lives.  They also discussed efforts by our 
government to protect the public from any possible nuclear accidents here in the States.  “Nightline” continued 
to report on this issue in programs on March 25, 29 and 31. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 10PM   03/22/11 04:05PM/2 minutes News                              ****** 
 
****** At least 25 people have been rescued so far this season on Pensacola Beach, and Public Safety director 
Bob West wants to hire more lifeguards to have every tower on the beach monitored.  He’s having trouble 
finding qualified applicants because of the severity of the requirements. 
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