
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location Pensacola, FL    
Quarter ending: March 31, 2009 
 
 
Issue/description: 5.  RELIGION.  The various aspects of worship; different religions and 

denominations; governmental separation; extremist viewpoints; relation 
to other issues. 

 
                      

How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
1.  Finding Hope in Recovery 01/04/09 11:30AM/1 hour Public Affairs                     * 
 
* This program, part of ABC’s “Vision & Values” series, was produced by Mennonite Media and presented 
by the National Council of Churches, USA.  The program examined the role that chemical dependency 
plays in family dynamics.  While the tragic results are apparent, the program emphasized that with 
emerging forms of treatment, recovery is possible.  For families who have faith and are willing to do the 
hard work, the effects of this disease can be reversed and families restored to health and 
wholesomeness. 
 
 
2. Channel 3 News First at 4 01/12/09 04:17PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ** 
      “Your 3 Cents”     
                       
** This is our daily segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions on 
the issue.  Today’s issue … “Do you agree with the federal court's decision barring the Santa Rosa 
School District from promoting prayer and religion at school functions?”  U.S. District Court Judge Casey 
Rodgers has granted a preliminary injunction that bars Santa Rosa County school district officials from 
proselytizing and conducting religious activities in public schools.  The court's order requires school 
officials to discontinue many policies and practices that promote religion.  The injunction takes effect 
January 19

th
, after which a final order will be written.  The case was brought by the American Civil 

Liberties Union based on the complaints of two students at Pace High School.  The district has already 
admitted to the court that it has repeatedly sponsored prayer at school events such as graduations, and 
orchestrated religious baccalaureate services, and tried to convert students’ beliefs during class and 
extra-curricular activities.  The ACLU says its attorneys tried to work with the school district for two years 
before filing the lawsuit.  The director of litigation for the ACLU's Program on Freedom of Religion and 
Belief says parents, not public schools, have the right to control the religious education of their children.  
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Issue/description: 5.  RELIGION.  The various aspects of worship; different religions and 

denominations; governmental separation; extremist viewpoints; relation 
to other issues. 

 
                      

How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
 
3.  In Focus      01/18/09 09:00AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                          *** 
 
****** Nine days ago a Federal Judge in Pensacola ordered Santa Rosa County school officials to stop 
promoting and endorsing religious activities.  This stemmed from an ACLU lawsuit on behalf of 2 Pace 
High School students who complained that teachers were advocating their own religious beliefs in some 
classes, and the school allowed religious activities on their campus.  The school district investigated the 
charges and found several violations of their policies.  The court gave the school district 90 days to work 
with the ACLA and the court to come up with new guidelines.  Our guest today was Joseph Rogers, 
Senior Pastor at Pace Assembly of God Church, who believes religion is under attack in America, with the 
courts and the ACLU taking away the rights of the majority in favor of the minority. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 6PM 02/02/09 06:02PM/2 minutes News                 **** 
 
**** Bill Pearson reported live from the Pace Assembly of God church, where seniors at Pace High School 
say they will organize their own baccalaureate service here at this church this year, with no school system 
involvement, in response to a lawsuit by the ACLU and a judge’s ruling that the Santa Rosa School 
District had repeatedly broken the law with their promotion of religion during classes and school functions. 
Students and Pastors are happy because they can express their faith without restrictions, and the 
separation from the school system is what the ACLU was looking for. 
 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News First at 4 02/26/09 04:15PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs              ***** 
      “Your 3 Cents”     
                       
***** Today’s issue … “Do you believe in Darwin's theory of evolution?”  Charles Darwin would have been 
200 hundred years old on February 12th or thereabouts.  To recognize his birthday, the Gallup Research 
Company conducted a survey to find out how our beliefs about his theory of evolution have evolved.  The 
Gallup poll found that 39-percent of Americans believe in Darwin's theory of natural selection and 
evolution ... 25 percent reject it ... and 36-percent have no opinion whatsoever.  The same poll found that 
34 percent of Americans didn't even know which theory Darwin was responsible for.  And compared to the 
rest of the world, a recent poll found that the U.S ranked second to last among 34 countries in the 
percentage of people who believe in evolution.  Only Turkey ranked lower.  European countries and 
Japan ranked near the top, with 60-to-90 percent of the people falling in the evolution camp.  In light of 
recent controversies regarding the advocating of religious beliefs in local schools, we sought to find out 
how many local viewers believed in Darwin’s theory versus the religious theory of man’s origin. 
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