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Issue/description: 3. THE ECONOMY.  The recent banking, investment and housing 

foreclosure crisis, unemployment; a high level of dependency on the 
Navy and Tourism; development of new industry; lack of career 
opportunities for young people; and the effect of multiple hurricanes on 
our local economy. 

                                               
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type     Description 
1. Channel 3 News First at Four 04/09/12 04:20PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs                  * 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions on 
the issue.  Today’s issue was the “Gas Prices: “Who do you blame most for the high price of gas?”   New 
polls suggest Americans believe gas prices will climb higher heading into the summer driving season.  
Most Americans expect prices to hit $4.75 a gallon before the end of the season.  And they put the oil 
industry and wall street speculators at the top of the list of villains to blame.  Nearly one-quarter of those 
polled blame the oil industry most for rising gasoline prices.  About 20 percent blame Wall Street 
speculators.  Fourteen percent blame the Obama administration... and 9 percent blame Congress.  The 
average price of a gallon of gasoline nationwide has jumped nearly four cents over the past two weeks. 
The price of a gallon of regular is now at $3.97.   
 
 
2.  This Week 04/15/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                   ** 
      
** Today’s topic was the state of the Economy.  Guests were Treasury Secretary Timothy Geithner, former 
Obama Domestic Policy Adviser Melody Barns, Editorial Page Editor for the Wall Street Journal Paul 
Gigot, Editor and Publisher of The Nation Katrina vanden Heuvel, and Advisor to the Romney Campaign 
Kevin Madden.   
 
3. Channel 3 News First at Four 04/23/12 04:20PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs               *** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*** Today’s issue was the “ECAT Gas Tax: “Do you support or oppose an additional 3-cent gas tax to fund 
ECAT bus service?”  Escambia County is facing a 9-point-5 million dollar deficit in the next budget year.  
Most of the shortfall comes from 6-point-2 million dollars the county owes the state for unpaid Medicaid 
bills.  Commissioners are considering a number of option to deal with the problem...including funding cuts 
to the public library system...a special ad valorem tax on homes in unincorporated areas of the county...a 
quarter-cent hike in the local option sales tax...and a 3 cent tax on a gallon of gasoline.  That last option 
has the support of the union that runs the county's ECAT bus system.  The county funds the service with 3 
million dollars a year.  The extra three cent tax on gas would free that money up to be spent elsewhere.  
According to the American Petroleum Institute, gas in Florida already includes 53.4 cents a gallon in 
federal, state and local taxes... more than 4 cents above the national average.  The union says the extra 
three cent tax would shift the burden of paying for a mass transit system to drivers...and away from 
homeowners. 
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4.  This Week 04/29/12 08:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                **** 
      
**** Today’s topic was America’s Economic Recovery: Built to Last.  Panelists were John Brennan, White 
House Counterterrorism Advisor; Carly Fiorina, former CEO of Hewlett-Packard and Co-Chair of the Mitt 
Romney California Campaign; Jennifer Granholm, former Governor of Michigan and host of Current TV’s  
“The War Room”; Paul Krugman, Nobel Prize-winning Economist and New York Times columnist; Eric 
Schmidt, Executive Chairman of Google; and David Walker, former Comptroller General and founder and 
CEO of “Comeback America Initiative”. 
 
 
5.  Facing Florida 04/29/12 02:06AM/15 minutes Public Affairs                       ***** 
 

***** We talked to the State of Florida's Chief Labor Economist, Rebecca Rust, about Florida's 
encouraging new unemployment numbers and what the state needs to do to make its recovery from the 
recession more than modest. 
 
 
6.  Facing Florida 05/06/12 02:06AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                     ****** 

 

****** North Florida Financial Corporation financial planner John Curry discussed the state of Florida's 
retirement system. He also gave us some simple tips on how to start planning for next year's taxes.  
 
 
7. Channel 3 News First at Four 05/07/12 04:20PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs         ******* 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* Today’s issue was the “"Lifeline" Program:   “Do you agree with a government program that 
provides free cell phones and internet to low income families?”  A decades-old FCC program, one the 
government concedes is easy to cheat, wants $25 million in funding for a new initiative to provide low-
income families with free broadband internet access... and the funds will come from your cell phone bill.  
The "Federal Universal Service Charge" is often lumped in with other carrier fees at the bottom of your 
monthly cell phone bill.  It usually amounts to a couple of bucks a month.  That money is pooled into a 
fund disbursed by the FCC to cell phone carriers who provide free or low-cost cell phones for families who 
qualify.  Florida is one of the participating states, starting the lifeline program in 1994.  The "Lifeline 
Program" was created to allow low-income families to call 911 in case of an emergency but has since 
expanded to include cell phones and, soon, mobile broadband.  The program cost $772 million to operate 
in 2008, but by 2011 the cost more than doubled to $1.6 billion.  The FCC and Congress are trying to 
crack down after finding more than a quarter million cases of families receiving more than one cell phone. 
 The FCC has announced plans to beef up oversight.  The commission released new rules ... but the new 
rules also call for $25 million to test out low-cost, subsidized mobile broadband for low-income families. 
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8.  This Week 05/20/12 08:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs          ******** 
      
******** Today’s topic was the Fiscal Cliff.  Discussing this issue were John Boehner (R-OH), Speaker of 
the House; Nancy Pelosi, House Democratic Leader (D-CA); Laura Ingraham, radio host of “The Laura 
Ingraham Show”; and Gavin Newsom, California Lieutenant Governor. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News First at Four 05/22/12 04:20PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs      ********* 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********* Today’s issue was Foreign Aid: “Do you think the U.S. spends too much on foreign aid, not 
enough, or just about right?”  A Senate panel has approved a foreign aid budget for next year.  A Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee approved the overall bill totaling $52.1 billion.  That is $2.6 billion less than 
what President Barack Obama requested and $1.2 billion below current spending.  Perhaps most notably, 
the bill cuts U.S. assistance to Pakistan and Egypt.  Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy of Vermont cited the 
strained U.S. relations with Pakistan for reducing aid and imposing restrictions on $1 billion in assistance. 
 Pakistan has closed supply routes for NATO forces in Afghanistan, angering the United States and 
lawmakers.  The panel also cut $5 million from the $250 million in economic assistance for Egypt.  
Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham of South Carolina says it equals the amount the U.S. spent to get non-
government workers out of the country earlier  this year. 
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