
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      December 31, 2012     
 
ISSUE/description:  1. ELECTIONS & POLITICS.  The upcoming Presidential election; 

Florida’s controversial Governor, and local and state political issues. 
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1.  ABC News Your Voice, 10/03/12 08:00PM/2 hours Public Affairs                   * 
     Your Vote 2012 – 1

st
 Presidential Debate 

* Democrat President Barack Obama and Republican nominee Mitt Romney debated the issues facing 
the winner of the upcoming November election.  This first debate focused primarily on domestic policy. 
 
2. This Week 10/07/12 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs                 ** 
 
** Our topic was the 2012 Presidential Campaign, with a review of the first Presidential Debate.  Guests 
were Ed Gillespie for the Romney campaign and Robert Gibbs for the Obama campaign.  Discussion 
panelists were Democratic strategist James Carville; Republican strategist Mary Matalin; Nobel Prize-
winning New York Times columnist Paul Krugman; Wall Street Journal columnist Peggy Noonan; and 
ABC News senior political correspondent Jonathan Karl. 
  
3.  Facing Florida 10/07/12 02:04AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                        *** 
 
*** Resident political experts, Republican Pete Dunbar and Democrat Screven Watson, talked about the 
upcoming U.S. Senatorial Debate between Democrat incumbent Senator Bill Nelson and Republican 
challenger U.S. Representative Connie Mack. 
 
 
4.  ABC News Your Voice, 10/11/12 08:00PM/2 hours Public Affairs              **** 
     Your Vote 2012 – Vice Presidential Debate 
**** Democrat Vice President Joe Biden and Republican V.P. nominee Paul Ryan debated the issues 
facing the country in the upcoming November election, and their Party and candidates’ stand on these 
issues.  This was the only Vice Presidential debate held, and covered both foreign and domestic topics. 
 
  
5.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  10/12/12 04:23PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                     ***** 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
***** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on that issue.  Today’s issue was Florida’s Amendment #8:   “Do support the Florida Religious 
Freedom Amendment?”  Amendment #8 on the Florida ballot next month is called the "Florida Religious 
Freedom Amendment".  But critics say the title is misleading ... it’s simply an attempt to expand school 
vouchers.  The amendment was placed on the ballot through a vote last year by Florida's Republican-
controlled Statehouse.  It would erase the state's constitutional ban on using public revenues, directly or 
indirectly, in aid of religious institutions.  The Florida School Boards Association, the Florida Education 
Association, and other groups oppose the amendment, saying would clear the path for a major 
expansion of private school vouchers, violate the separation of church and state, and steer money away 
from public education. Supporters say failure to adopt it could cripple faith-based organizations, putting 
them "one lawsuit away" from losing vital taxpayer dollars for services like prison ministries, soup 
kitchens and disaster relief.  A recent poll showed that just 28 percent of Floridians supported it.  It needs 
60 percent of the vote for approval on Election Day.  
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ISSUE/description:  1. ELECTIONS & POLITICS.  The 2012 Presidential election; Florida’s 
controversial Governor, and local and state political issues. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
6.  Our World with 10/13/12 04:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs            ****** 
 Black Enterprise 
 
****** This week we showcased a reporters’ roundtable to look at the upcoming presidential election.  Our 
panelists included Tara Wall, Media Strategies and senior advisor to the Romney Campaign; James 
Braxton Peterson, Director of Africana Studies and Associate Professor at Lehigh University; and Keli 
Goff, Political Analyst for TheRoot.com.   
 
 
7. This Week 10/14/12 8:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs          ******* 
 
******* Our topic was a review of the Vice Presidential Debate and its effect on the upcoming presidential 
election.  Guests were Sen. Rob Portman (R-OH) and Beau Biden (D-DE) Attorney General.  Discussion 
panelists were 2012 Republican presidential candidate Newt Gingrich; former Senator and 2008 
Democratic presidential candidate Chris Dodd; Senior Foreign Affairs Correspondent Martha Raddatz, 
moderator of this week’s vice presidential debate; presidential historian Richard Norton Smith; ABC 
News’ George Will; and Democratic strategist and ABC News Contributor Donna Brazile. 
 
 
8.  Facing Florida 10/14/12 02:03AM/30 minutes Public Affairs         ******** 
 
******** For the first time in state history, three Florida Supreme Court Judges are being opposed by a 
political party.  We interviewed each of these judges individually, to help viewers understand how they 
make their decisions.  We also asked each to answer the charge of the opposition: “Are you a liberal 
activist judge?” Justice Barbara Pariente, Justice Fred Lewis and Justice Peggy Quince each explained 
why Florida voters should vote “yes” on Merit Retention. 
 
 
9.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  10/16/12 04:20PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                ********* 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
********* Today’s issue was Florida’s Amendment #6:   “Do support or oppose Amendment #6 on the 
Florida ballot?”  Like many proposed constitutional amendments, Amendment 6 on the Florida ballot has 
more to it than meets the eye.  It's called simply the "Florida Abortion Amendment." It would prohibit the 
use of state tax money for abortions except as required by federal law.  But the state doesn't use tax 
dollars on abortions now.  So why the amendment?  The measure would also overrule court decisions 
that say the privacy rights in the state constitution are greater than those in the U.S. Constitution.  That 
would make it easier for state lawmakers to require minors seeking an abortion to get parental consent.  
Only parental notification is required now.  Some conservative lawmakers are worried that President 
Obama's health care overhaul would allow tax money to be used for insurance that covers abortion.  But 
such expenditures are already banned under federal law now ... except in cases of rape, incest or when 
the health of the mother is endangered.  Former Gov. Jeb Bush is in favor of the amendment, saying that 
Floridians "have the opportunity to restore parental consent."  Opponents say Amendment 6 would allow 
politicians to interfere with a woman's right to make decisions about her own reproductive health. 
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ISSUE/description:  1. ELECTIONS & POLITICS.  The 2012 Presidential election; Florida’s 
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How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
10.  ABC News Your Voice, 10/16/12 08:00PM/2 hours Public Affairs               *10 
     Your Vote 2012 – 2nd Presidential Debate 
*10 Democrat President Barack Obama and Republican nominee Mitt Romney debated the issues facing 
the winner of the upcoming November election.  This second debate took the form of a town meeting, in 
which citizens asked questions of the candidates on both foreign and domestic issues. 
 
 
11. This Week 10/21/12 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *11 
 
*11 Our topic was a review of the second Presidential Debate and its effect on the upcoming election.  
Guests were Chicago Mayor and former White House chief of staff, Ron Emanuel; and top Romney ally, 
Senator Marco Rubio of Florida; with insight from our powerhouse roundtable with ABC News political 
analyst Matthew Dowd; Faith and Freedom Coalition founder and chair, Ralph Reed; former Obama 
Environmental Adviser and Rebuild the Dream co-founder, Van Jones; DNC Chair Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz and Greta Van Susteren of Fox News. 
 
 
12.  Decision 2012: Before 10/21/12 04:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                 *12
 You Vote 
*12 The Florida Press Association and Leadership Florida produced our state’s only debate between 
incumbent U.S. Senator Bill Nelson (D) and Republican challenger U.S. Representative Connie Mack. 
 
 
13.  Facing Florida 10/21/12 02:05AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                       *13 
 
*13 With only two weeks remaining until the election, and with money pouring in for political ads, 
Resident political experts Republican Pete Dunbar and Democrat Screven Watson offered their unique 
and informed views of where the election is heading in Florida. 
 
 
14.  ABC News Your Voice, 10/22/12 08:00PM/2 hours Public Affairs               *14 
     Your Vote 2012 – 3rd Presidential Debate 
*14 Democrat President Barack Obama and Republican nominee Mitt Romney debated the issues facing 
the winner of the upcoming November election.  This third debate focused primarily on foreign policy. 
 
 
15.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 10/24/12 04:21PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *15 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
*15 Today’s issue was Florida’s Amendment #2:   “Should disabled veterans who move to Florida get a 
property tax discount?”  Amendment 2 would allow disabled veterans who were not Florida residents 
prior to entering military service, to qualify for a discount on their property taxes.  Supporters say this 
amendment will benefit older veterans who did not live in Florida when they entered the military.   They 
say the property tax discount can help with medical bills and may allow veterans to stay in their homes 
longer as they age. It might also stimulate the housing market by persuading veterans to move to Florida. 
 Opponents say state and local governments face mounting budget shortfalls in part because of 
diminished property tax returns brought about by the collapse of the housing market.  Schools and local 
governments need to maintain the tax base or consider cuts to public services. 
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16. This Week 10/28/12 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *16 
 
*16 With just 9 days before the election, our topic was a review of the third Presidential Debate and a 
final discussion of the upcoming election, and forecasts for Hurricane Sandy and its possible effect on 
the election.  Guests were top Obama adviser Stephanie Cutter and former House Speaker and Romney 
supporter Newt Gingrich.  Our roundtable panel included ABC News’ George Will; PBS’ “Washington 
Week” moderator and managing editor Gwen Ifill; Andrew Sullivan, editor of “The Dish” at The Daily 
Beast; former Obama economic adviser and ABC News consultant Austan Goolsbee; and Republican 
strategist Nicolle Wallace. 
 
 
17.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 10/31/12 04:23PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *17 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*17 Today’s issue was the Electoral College:   “Should the presidential race be decided by the popular 
vote of the Electoral College?”  Most likely voters - including both Democrats and Republicans - say the 
winner of the presidential election should be decided by popular vote, not the Electoral College.  That's 
according to the latest Washington Post-ABC News tracking poll.  That poll also finds that 49 percent of 
likely voters in the country back Republican Mitt Romney, while 48 percent support President Obama.  
It's the fifth straight day that a single percentage point... or less... has separated the two candidates.  The 
Presidency, of course, will be decided at the state level - with the overwhelming focus on a small set of 
swing states.  But most voters wish that weren't so.  56 percent of all likely voters say they would prefer 
the one who gets the most votes across the country to be the next President.  37 percent would want the 
one with more electoral votes to prevail.  Opinions began shifting significantly in that direction after the 
elections in 2000, when Democrat Al Gore won the popular vote by a slim margin, but lost in the Electoral 
College to Republican George W. Bush. 
 
 
18.  The Right Side 11/03/12 04:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       *18 
 With Armstrong Williams 
 
*18 This week’s topic was “The GOP and the future of the Black Vote”.  Armstrong and his panelists 
discussed how the Democratic Party has dominated the Black Vote for decades, and what the 
Republican Party needs to do in order to attract Black voters. 
 
19. This Week 11/04/12 8:00AM/1 hour Public Affairs               *19 
 
*19 On this last weekend before the election, our topic was a final discussion of Tuesday’s election.  Our 
latest poll shows the candidates are dead-even with 48% each.  Our guests were Obama’s top White 
House strategist David Plouffe, and Romney senior adviser Ed Gillespie. Our discussion panelists were 
ABC News’ George Will and Cokie Roberts; Donna Brazile; Matthew Dowd; and Ronald Brownstein of 
National Journal. 
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20.  ABC News Your Voice,  11/06/12 7:00PM/6 hours News/Public Affairs             *20 
     Your Vote 2012 and Channel 3 News Election Night Coverage 
 
*20 ABC provided inclusive coverage of the presidential election and state governor and 
congressional races for the entire country.  WEAR-TV provided coverage of Florida races and local 
contests for our Northwest Florida counties, and southwest Alabama races. 
  
 
21.  Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 11/07/12 04:29PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *21 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
*21 Today’s issue was partisan gridlock:   “Do you expect any improvement in the Washington partisan 
gridlock?”  With the Presidential race settled, politicians on both sides of the aisle are talking about unity 
... bringing Democrats and Republicans together to solve pressing issues that have been stymied by 
partisanship.  Election day did little to shift power in Washington ... Democrats still control the White 
House and Senate ... Republicans still control the House, and a majority of governorships.  In his 
acceptance speech last night, President Obama said he's looking forward to working with leaders of both 
parties to meet the challenges of reducing the deficit, reforming the tax code, fixing the immigration 
system and freeing America from foreign oil.  In his concession speech, Mitt Romney called on leaders to 
reach across the aisle to do the people's work  House Speaker John Boehner says it's a time for Capitol 
Hill to set aside partisan bickering, and concentrate on the work at hand with meaningful dialogue.  It all 
sounds good ... but do you believe it's going to happen? 
 
 
22.  The Right Side 11/10/12 04:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       *22 
 With Armstrong Williams 
 
*22 This week’s topic was “Women’s Suffrage: Issues Transcending Political Ideology”.   
 
 
23.  Our World with 11/10/12 04:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               *23 
 Black Enterprise 
 
*23 This week we looked at President Barack Obama’s successful re-election bid and what it means to 
America and especially Black America over the next four years.  Our guest panelists were David Webb, 
co-founder of Tea Party 365; Zerlina Maxwell, political analyst and writer for the New York Daily News; 
and Michael Eric Dyson, author and professor of sociology at Georgetown University. 
 
 
24. This Week 11/11/12 8:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs               *24 
 
*24 With the election over, Obama reelected, and Congress still divided by Party, we discussed whether 
the President and Congress can find common ground on a fiscal cliff, immigration and other issues.  Our 
guest was the Senator responsible for adding to the Democrat’s majority, campaign chair Patty Murray.  
Analysis and debate of all the election fallout was provided by Representatives Donna Edwards and 
Aaron Schock; Paul Gigot of the Wall Street Journal; Katrina Vanden Heuvel of The Nation; and Greta 
Van Susteren of Fox News. 
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25.  Facing Florida 12/02/12 02:06AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                       *25 
 
*25 Three Florida counties approved slots in the November election and the first committee meeting next 
week is in the Senate committee on gaming.  Our analysts Pete Dunbar and Screven Watson shared 
their views on the connection and on whether legislative leaders lived up to their bi-partisan promises 
when they made committee assignments. 
 
 
26.  The Right Side 12/08/12 04:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                       *26 
 With Armstrong Williams 
 
*26 This week’s topic was “Transition Preparations”.  Armstrong and guests discussed preparations for 
the transition for the new members of Congress. 
 
 
27. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four  12/10/12 04:30PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                       *27 

 “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*27 Today’s issue was Secession:   “Do you think calls for secession should be taken seriously?”  In 
protests over the results of the presidential election, almost a million people have signed petitions asking 
for their state to secede from the United States.  More than 35,000 have signed a petition in Florida 
asking the Obama administration to allow Florida to peacefully withdraw from the Union and create its 
own government.  Concerns over the federal debt, drone use, the 2012 National Defense Authorization 
Act and TSA searches are fueling many of the calls for secession.  Florida House Speaker Will 
Weatherford addressed the petition drive, saying “We have a president and for those who wish him to 
fail, or for that matter wish our Congress to fail, only wish for America to fail and that is unacceptable.”  
The White House promises to respond to any petition with 25,000 signatures, but historically the only 
road to secession is civil war. 
                 
 


