
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station: WEAR-TV 
Location:           Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      March 31, 2018     
 
ISSUE/description:  2. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  President Trump and the Republican 

majority in congress; Florida legislature and politics; local political 
issues; partisan politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 

 
1. 20/20 01/05/18 09:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                   * 
     
* As North Korea and the United States escalate dangerous rhetoric and nuclear threats, experts and 
citizens are on edge trying to anticipate what may happen next.  At the center of it all is supreme leader 
Kim Jong-un and his fractured family.  Now, nearly one year after his half-brother, Kim Jong-nam, was 
assassinated in a Malaysian airport, “20/20” documents the 70-year rule of North Korea’s first family and 
the cracks within the dynasty.  Correspondent Bob Woodruff reported. 
 
 
2. This Week with 01/07/18 08:00AM/60 min. Public Affairs                 ** 
    George Stephanopoulos 
* Guests: 

• Nikki Haley, U.S. Ambassador to the U.N.  
• Sen. Tom Cotton, (R) Arkansas, Intelligence Committee 

Sen. Bernie Sanders, (I) Vermont, Ranking Member, Budget Committee 
• Preet Bharara, Former U.S. Attorney, Southern District of NY; 

Distinguished Scholar in Residence, NYU School of Law; CNN Senior Legal Analyst 
• Stephanie Cutter, Democratic Strategist; Obama 2012 Deputy Campaign Manager 
• Sara Fagen, Republican Strategist; Bush White House Political Affairs Director; 

CNBC Contributor 
• Roland Martin, Host, TV One 
• Matt Schlapp, Chair, American Conservative Union 

Topics: 
• Russia Investigation 
• The Week in Politics 

 
 
3. Full Measure with 01/07/18 09:00AM/15 min. Public Affairs                *** 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
 
*** Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability reporting. The show 
format includes a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration issues at home 
and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and vulnerabilities, whistleblower reports on 
government abuse and misdeeds.  This week, we took a look at President Trump’s plan to update our 
aging infrastructure … our systems handling roads, bridges, dams, power and rail.  There are trillions of 
dollars in improvements waiting to be made, all taxpayer funded.  Today we examined that costly “Road 
to Success”. 
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4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/08/18 10:00PM/1-minutes News              **** 
 

**** This will be the last session for a Northwest Florida representative.  Clay Ingram meets his term limit 
this year.  Ingram said he'll be mostly focusing on topics from the committee he chairs, which is for 
transportation and tourism.  "Most of my time will be spent on trying to make sure that things like the five-
year work program in the Department of Transportation are well funded and so that's sort of the nuts and 
bolts of what I personally will be doing when the session starts tomorrow," he said.   Ingram said he'll also 
be working on recommendations from the Florida Defenses Support Task Force.  He said one of those is 
to make sure military personnel aren't taken advantage of and receive fair housing. 

 
5. 3 in the Morning 01/09/17 06:30AM/1-minute News             ***** 
 

***** We notified viewers that Governor Rick Scott will give his final State of the State address today as 
the Florida Legislature opens its annual 60-day session.  His address will be as much of a reflection on 
his first seven years in office as an outline of his 2018 legislative agenda.  He wants tax cuts, laws to help 
fight the opioid crisis and more money for schools and the environment.  Scott has made job creation the 
focus of his two terms in office and his speech will highlight job growth in Florida since he took office.  
Scott is considering a run for U.S. Senate.  He is forced to leave office next January due to term limits. 

 
6. ABC News Nightline 01/09/18 12:03AM/10 minutes News            ****** 
 
****** One of tonight’s topics was the latest developments in relations between North Korea and 
South Korea, and what that would mean to U.S. relations with both countries. 
 
 
7. ABC News Nightline 01/17/18 12:03AM/10 minutes News          ******* 
 
******* Nightline explored Trumpland – the roots of the Alt-Right movement. 
 
 
8. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/18/18 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News         ******** 
 

******** In our “Connect to Congress” segment, we interviewed Northwest Florida Congressman Matt 
Gaetz on several issues, including the possible government shutdown.  He said "I certainly don't want to 
see the government shut down, but it's deeply frustrating to me that a year into the Republican control of 
the Congress, we continue with Continuing Resolutions.  That means to keep doing things the same way: 
keep funding Obamacare, keep funding Planned Parenthood, keep funding entitlements for illegal aliens. 
I want to do things differently, and that's why I voted against every continuing resolution.  That said, we're 
going to do everything we can to avoid a shutdown in the government.  We know the impact that that has 
on Northwest Florida families, so many of whom have employment tied to the federal government, so 
hopefully, we'll be able to reach a solution that sets us on a path to more fiscal responsibility and doesn't 
just blindly vote to keep doing things the same way". 
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9. ABC News Nightline 01/19/18 12:03AM/10 minutes News       ********* 
 
********* Nightline examined the U.S. government shutdown over failure to reach an agreement over 
DACA. 
 
10. Channel 3 News at 10PM 01/21/18 10:00PM/2 minutes News               *10 
 

*10 Several national parks in our area closed their gates and turned visitors away Sunday- including Fort 
Pickens, Gulf Island National Seashore.  A federal government shutdown is underway, and the effect is 
being felt for many people in northwest Florida.  John Shaffer, who traveled from Idaho to Fort Pickens, 
says on Saturday there were dozens of upset tourists and campers.  "The government needs to get their 
issues together and fix these issues," explained Katherine Parshley, a longtime park visitor who woke up 
looking forward to taking her mother, visiting from Pennsylvania, to the park Sunday morning.  "It seems 
like it’s simpler to come up with something that can keep things open so people can make money to feed 
their families,” said Ben Nation, another visitor. 

 
11. ABC News Special Report 01/22/18 11:41AM/4.5 minutes News               *11 
 
*11 ABC News covered the U.S. Senate vote to end the government shutdown. 
 
 
12. Channel 3 News at 5PM 01/22/18 05:00PM/1- minute News               *12 
 

*12 The temporary government shutdown sent some campers from a national park to a Walmart parking 
lot.  Several travelers ended up at the Walmart in Gulf Breeze after Fort Pickens closed its gates.  Sean 
Slattery said Monday morning there were about 10 campers from Fort Pickens at the Gulf Breeze 
Walmart.  

 
 
13. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/22/18 06:00PM/1.5 minutes News               *13 
 

*13 With the government shutdown over, at least for now, government workers in our area have a short 
reprieve, but the shutdown, while short-lived, did have an impact.  On a typical Monday, you'd see a 
steady stream of visitors into the Air Force Armament Museum outside Eglin Air Force Base.  Hannah 
Fortune's family came from Baker with her son.  "Got down here and apparently it's closed, so quite 
disappointing.  That was the biggest reason we came down, so we could spend the day in the museum," 
she said.  Linda Riddoch came from Pensacola and is also unhappy about making a wasted trip. She has 
a message for lawmakers.  "I understand they have to stand their ground on what they believe in, but 
from the beginning of time they've had to make agreements," she said.  How many people actually 
worked on Monday at Eglin AFB is unclear because phones at the Public Affairs Office went 
unanswered.  Outside of the gate, businesses that usually see a brisk flow of people from the base say 
customers are in short supply. 



(page 4) 
 

ISSUE/description:  2. GOVERNMENT & POLITICS.  President Trump and the Republican 
majority in congress; Florida legislature and politics; local political 
issues; partisan politics. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 

 
Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
14. Channel 3 News First at 4 01/24/18 04:00PM/1-minute News               *14 
 

*14 The shutdown may be over, but the debate over federal spending goes on.  Senator Marco Rubio 
spoke with Channel 3 News on Tuesday about the work that lawmakers still need to complete.  He said 
those include disaster relief, defense spending, and border security.  The debate on immigration will 
continue with the left looking to secure safety for those protected by Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA).  The right will be looking to make good on President Trump's border wall promise.  
Rubio added he's hoping Senators can agree to a long-term government funding plan before the March 5 
deadline. 

 
15. Channel 3 News at 6PM 01/25/18 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News               *15 
 

*15 State lawmakers are pushing forward to move all of Florida to the Eastern time zone.  An 
amendment to state bill SB 858 seeks year-round observance of daylight saving time as well as a re-
designation of the 16 portions of Florida that currently lie within the Central Time Zone to the Eastern 
Time Zone.  The Senate Committee on Community Affairs voted "yes" on SB 858 with the adopted 
amendment on Tuesday.  If lawmakers and the governor come to an agreement, Congress and the U.S. 
Department of Transportation will have to approve the time change. 

 
 
16. Channel 3 News Dayside 01/29/18 11:00AM/1-minute News               *16 
 

*16 Collier Merrill owns several businesses in the Pensacola area, like the Fish House and Atlas. When 
President Trump's tax changes came into play, so did a change to his employee's paychecks.  Merrill 
said they've already received the new tax brackets and updated the amount withheld from paychecks for 
income tax.  Now a single person making $39,000 a year will pay 12 percent back to the government. It 
used to be 15 percent. Merrill told Channel 3’s Lauren Wolfe that's about $20 to $30 bucks back in your 
pocket every pay day.  All 300 - almost 400 employees have that benefit as of today," said Merrill.  
Employers have until February 15th to create the new bracket. 

 
 
17. An ABC News Special: 01/30/18 08:00PM/2 hours Public Affairs               *17 
    The State of the Union Address and the Democratic Response 
 
*17 ABC News broadcast President Donald Trump’s State of the Union address and the Democratic 
Response.  He spoke in the House chamber of the U.S. Capitol, flanked by Vice President Mike Pence 
and House Speaker Paul Ryan, R-Wis. Chief Anchor George Stephanopoulos led coverage throughout 
the night from Washington, DC with the ABC News team. 
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18. This Week with 02/04/18 08:00AM/60 min. Public Affairs               *18 
    George Stephanopoulos 
* Guests: 

• Pierre Thomas, Chief Justice Correspondent, ABC News 
Adam Schiff, (D) California, Ranking Member, House Intelligence Committee 

• Will Hurd, (R) Texas, Intelligence Committee 
• Matt Olsen, Former Bush Deputy Assistant Attorney General  
• Martha Raddatz, Chief Global Affairs Correspondent, ABC News 
• Dan Abrams, Chief Legal Affairs Anchor, ABC News 
• Mary Bruce, ABC News Senior Congressional Correspondent 
• Anthony Scaramucci, Former Trump White House Communications Director 
• Bill Kristol, Editor-At-Large, The Weekly Standard 
• Jen Psaki, Former Obama White House Communications Director 
• Roland Martin, Host, TV One 

Topics: 
• Declassified GOP Memo 
• Midterm Elections 

 
19. Full Measure with 02/18/18 09:00AM/10 min. Public Affairs               *19 
    Sharyl Attkisson 
 
*** We interviewed Congressman Devin Nunes, Chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, about 
possible Trump/Russian collusion in the 2016 election.  Nunes said no evidence of such collusion was 
found, but he did receive information about unlawful surveillance activity by the intelligence community 
and the previous administration. 
 
 
20. ABC News Special Report 02/23/18 01:50PM/4 minutes News               *20 
 
*20 ABC reported that Rick Gates had pled guilty to conspiracy and making false statements in the 
Russia Investigation. 
 
 
21. Channel 3 News First at 4 02/27/18 04:00PM/1.5 minute News               *21 
 

*21 The public has a chance to voice their concerns at Florida's Constitution Commission meeting on 
Tuesday.  Florida's Constitution Revision Commission considered more than 100 proposed changes and 
now they've narrowed that list to 37.  They want to know what Floridians think of the ideas.  Some would 
affect Florida's education system.  A hot topic at hearings in other parts of the state is a proposal that 
would effectively shut down greyhound racing.  Then there's a proposal that wants to cut funds for anti-
tobacco ads and give that money to cancer research.  The Commission will consider public input when 
deciding which proposals will go to voters on the 2018 general election ballot.  The public hearing will be 
going until 7 p.m. at the University of West Florida Conference Center on the main campus. 
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22. ABC News Nightline 03/05/18 12:03AM/15 minutes News               *22 
 
*22 Nightline reported on the “Pink Wave” of women running for Congress this year. 
 
 
23. ABC News Special Report 03/08/18 02:38PM/20 minutes News               *23 
 
*23 ABC covered President Trump announcing tariffs on steel and aluminum imported into the U.S. 
 
 
24. This Week with 03/11/18 08:00AM/60 min. Public Affairs               *24 
    George Stephanopoulos 
* Guests: 

• Raj Shah, White House Principal Deputy Press Secretary 
• Ben Rhodes, Former Obama Deputy National Security Adviser 
• Donna Brazile, Democratic Strategist 
• Jonathan Swan, National Political Reporter, Axios 

Topics: 
• President Trump’s North Korea Meeting 

 
 
25. ABC News Special Report 03/13/18 07:52AM/4.5 minutes News               *25 
 
*25 ABC reported President Trump had fired Secretary of State Rex Tillerson. 
 
 
26. ABC News Special Report 03/13/18 01:11PM/15 minutes News               *26 
 
*26 ABC covered former Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s comments on his firing by President Trump 
earlier today. 
 
 
27. This Week with 03/18/18 08:00AM/60 min. Public Affairs               *27 
    George Stephanopoulos 
* Guests: 

• Rep. Adam Schiff, (D) California, Ranking Member, Intelligence Committee 
• Sen. James Lankford, (R) Oklahoma, Intelligence Committee 
• Garry Kasparov, Chair, Human Rights Foundation; Former World Chess Champion 
• Mayor Mitch Landrieu, (D) New Orleans; 
• Sara Fagen, Republican Strategist; Bush White House Political Affairs Director; 
• Roland Martin, Host, TV One 
• Matt Schlapp, Chair, American Conservative Union 
• Katrina vanden Heuvel, Editor and Publisher, The Nation; Columnist, WashingtonPost.com 

Topics:  Mueller Investigation; Trump’s Administration 
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28. Channel 3 News at 10PM 03/21/18 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News               *28 
 

*28 For just over seven years now, Pensacola has called Ashton Hayward their mayor.  He said just 
because he does not intend to run for re-election, does not mean his job is over quite yet.  "We're going 
to work tirelessly for the next nine months for the citizens of Pensacola,” Hayward said.  “It's always been 
about Pensacola."  Hayward said he feels like he has helped Pensacola grow.  He said he has played a 
part in bringing businesses to the area like ST Engineering.  He also pointed to improvements to the city 
like the street paving project currently underway.  Hayward said his decision to not run again is based on 
a personal belief.  He said the best leaders know when to step aside to allow fresh ideas. Two people 
have come forward. Escambia County Commissioner Grover Robinson has put in his bid.  The Pulse 
creator, Drew Buchanan, submitted his intention.  Qualifying begins June 18 and runs until noon on June 
22.  We asked some local residents how they would like to see the city change under new leadership.   

 
29. ABC News Special Report 03/23/18 12:25PM/25 minutes News               *29 
 
*29 ABC covered President Trump’s news conference as he signed the spending bill passed by 
Congress. 
 
 
 
 


