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ISSUE/description:    2. ENVIRONMENT.  Maintaining the quality of life desired within our 

community; protecting wildlife and their natural habitat; maintaining 
the proper balance between development and protection of 
resources. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title             Date      Time/Duration  Program type       Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News Dayside 04/09/18 11:00AM/2 minutes News                         * 
 

* A Pensacola council member is pitching a new way to keep our waterways clean.  Sherri Myers 
wants the city to offer incentives for business to stop using plastic bags.  She said Pensacola has 
spent millions on equipment to filter trash from the stormwater system, but those filters don't catch all 
the bags and other trash that litters roadsides and lots.  Myers said one idea is to give businesses a 
break on stormwater fees if they stop using plastic bags.  She's kicking off her campaign at a town 
hall meeting next week, giving out 1,000 free reusable shopping bags provided by the League of 
Women Voters.  The meeting is Tuesday, April 24th at 6 p.m. at Asbury Place, behind Cokesbury 
United Methodist Church on 9th Avenue. 

In a second story, Naval Air Station (NAS) Pensacola has received an award for a program that 
recognizes Navy ships, individuals, and teams for their outstanding accomplishments and 
contributions to improving the environmental performances of the Navy.  NAS Pensacola received 
the 2017 Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Environmental Award for Natural Resources 
Conservation.  A total of 61 nominations from commands around the world were received in nine 
award categories for the 2017 competition.  Environmental subject matter experts reviewed the 
nominations and chose winners for each of the award categories.  CNO winners advance to the 
Secretary of the Navy Environmental Awards competition. 

 
2.  3 in the Morning 04/12/18 06:00AM/2 minutes News                       ** 
 

** The public is invited to several meetings in Baldwin and Mobile Counties to talk about the red 
snapper season.  These are free of charge.  The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources will discuss management measures to monitor the season.  That includes the mandatory 
reporting requirement and where charter captains can fish during chartered trips.  It comes after 
federal authorities approved gulf states to manage their own snapper seasons.  We gave dates, 
times and locations for the meetings.  The Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural 
Resources promotes wise stewardship, management and enjoyment of Alabama's natural resources 
through four divisions: Marine Resources, State Lands, State Parks, and Wildlife and Freshwater 
Fisheries. To learn more about ADCNR, visit www.outdooralabama.com.  
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3.  Channel 3 News First at 4 04/16/18 04:00PM/1-minute News                      *** 
 

*** NAS Whiting Field received the Chief of Naval Operations Environmental award for Environmental 
Quality, Non-Industrial Installation.  "I am very proud of the great work our Environmental team does 
every day to ensure we're good stewards and partners in the local area.  NAS Whiting Field strives 
for excellence in promoting best practices in safeguarding our natural resources.  Congratulations to 
the entire team!" NAS Whiting Field Commanding Officer, Capt. Paul Bowdich said.  The annual 
Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Environmental Awards Program recognizes Navy ships, 
installations and people for outstanding performance in promoting environmental stewardship.  The 
program showcases accomplishments in Natural Resources Conservation, Cultural Resources 
Management, Environment Quality, Sustainability, Environmental Restoration, Environmental 
Excellence in Weapon System Acquisition, and Environmental Planning, according to the website for 
the Office of the Secretary of the Navy in Washington, DC. 

  
 
4.  Channel 3 News Dayside 04/17/18 11:00AM/30-seconds News                     **** 
 

**** Recreational fishermen in Florida will have 40 days to fish for red snapper this year.  A 24-day 
season was originally proposed.  Governor Rick Scott and Florida Fish and Wildlife Commission 
(FWC) announced the season Tuesday.  The extended season applies to both state and federal 
waters.  It comes after the government allowed Gulf states to set their own red snapper seasons 
through a fishery management pilot program.  The proposed 2018 season would open June 11th and 
close July 21st. 

 

5.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/17/18 06:00PM/2 minutes News                   ***** 
 

***** The City of Pensacola is looking at changing how every new home is designed and built in the 
downtown core.  They are calling it "Urban Design Standards".  Some people feel it will preserve the 
city's character and make it more walkable.  Others think it's government overreach.  The proposal 
has a whole list of new requirements being proposed for new construction in Downtown Pensacola, 
such as eliminating front driveways.  You would need a side driveway, a tree in your front yard, and it 
also stipulates the depth of your porch, what your windows look like, and the pitch of your roof.  
Christian Wagley with Bike Pensacola is a strong supporter.  He said these rules are needed to 
protect the character.  Wagley said these changes would apply to all new homes built in the 
downtown core rather than just the historical area.  Developer Fred Gunther is against it.  He feels it 
stifles creativity and growth.  The new regulations could impact his new project, Galvez Town.  He 
received approval from the city a year ago but now with the new proposed regulations, there's a lot of 
confusion on what it will mean for his project.  City council will be voting on it in June. 
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6.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/18/18 06:00PM/1-minute News                  ****** 
 

****** A Pensacola teenager is among a group of children now suing the state of Florida over climate 
change.  Oliver Chamblin, 14, is one of eight young people listed on the lawsuit.  They claim state 
officials have been pursuing policies that worsen the threat from greenhouse gas emissions. They 
accuse Governor Rick Scott and other political leaders of violating their right to health and prosperity.  
The group wants state officials to come up with a plan to get Florida off of fossil fuels by 2050. 

  
7.  Channel 3 News at 5PM 04/20/18 05:00PM/2 minutes News                ******* 
 

******* Friday marks the eighth anniversary of the BP oil spill, a tragedy that happened 110 miles 
away from our area.  Eight years after the biggest oil spill in history, wildlife experts say many species 
of wildlife in the Gulf are still struggling to recover.  Government agencies and groups, including the 
National Wildlife Federation, have been studying wildlife to track the impacts of oil in the Gulf.  
Researchers are still trying to understand the spill and its impact on marine life, the Gulf Coast, and 
local communities.  During a presser at Pensacola Beach, advocates came together to honor the 
lives lost and share lessons learned from the oil spill.  “There is still a lot more basic science and 
research needed on how these things are recovering," explained Jessica Bibza with the National 
Wildlife Federation.  Commissioner Grover Robinson says his hope is to see local and state 
governments continue to help the wildlife community.  Researchers say a part of doing that is 
rebuilding the estuaries where many fish are born. 

 
8.  Channel 3 News Dayside 04/23/18 11:00AM/30 seconds News               ******** 
 

******** Santa Rosa County commissioners are discussing the future of the new Emerald Coast 
Wildlife Refuge.  The current refuge is moving from Fort Walton Beach to a 2.3-acre piece of donated 
land in Navarre.  Commissioners are deciding whether they will contribute $6,000 towards the 
initiative.  The new facility will include four cages for owls, hawks, and ospreys.  Commissioners are 
expected to vote on Thursday.  Construction will begin in October. 

 
9.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 04/25/18 10:00PM/1-minute News              ********* 
 

********* A young black bear spent roughly 12 hours roaming around a local family's home.  Tracy 
Russell said the bear arrived Saturday morning at their Holley home. The animal was between 2 and 
3 years old and weighed roughly 200 pounds.  A Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
officer used an agency-issued shotgun that fires bean-bag rounds to scare the bear away.  The 
officer also gave Russell and her boyfriend locks for their garbage can, as the bear was likely lured to 
their yard by an unsecured can.  David Telesco, the commission's bear management coordinator, 
says the adult bear population is estimated at 120 in the area where Russell's family lives. 
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10.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/03/18 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     *10 
 

*10 Construction is now underway on a new recreational facility in Escambia County.  A 
groundbreaking ceremony was held Thursday afternoon for Innerarity Point Park, near the Galvez 
Landing Boat Ramp.  The $7.4 million project will feature a dock, two playgrounds, and boardwalk 
that's accessible for people with disabilities.  "This gives us our first ADA compliant water access in 
Escambia County designed from the ground up to be accessible by everybody, even those who are 
disabled," Escambia County Commissioner Doug Underhill said.  The park is just one of five being 
created by the "Florida Coastal Access Project."  The project is funded by Deepwater Horizon early 
restoration funds. 

In a second story, we reported on Amy Hanley, who has lived in Pensacola for ten years.  Her family 
of five doesn't go a day without recycling.  Hanley said she had no clue the items she thought were 
being recycled, were being tossed in a landfill.  "I personally find it very disappointing and frustrating," 
she added.  We asked the city why.  The city administrators tell Channel 3 News their contract with 
Tarpon Paper in Loxley, Ala. ended in March due to declines in the recycling industry.  "We were 
taking our recyclables to them, they were processing them, but they didn't have anyone to buy it on 
the other end because of market conditions," city administrator Eric Olson said.  Since then, curbside 
recyclables have still been picked up, but have gone to the dump.  The city said they are committed 
to keeping the community green and are in the process of working with the Emerald Coast Utilities 
Authority to resolve the issue.  City officials are asking everyone to keep separating their items in the 
meantime. 

 
 
11.  Full Measure with 05/06/18 09:00AM/10 minutes News                     *11 
     Sharyl Attkisson 

*11 Full Measure is a broadcast focusing on investigative, original and accountability reporting. The 
show format includes a major investigative piece each week on topics ranging from immigration 
issues at home and abroad, government waste, national security concerns and vulnerabilities, 
whistleblower reports on government abuse and misdeeds.  This week, we took a look at asbestos.  
Most people believe this substance has been banned due to its reputation as a known carcinogen, 
but we found it is still legal, and found in ironing board covers, toasters, hair dryers, bowling balls and 
in a lot of homes, from asbestos floor tiles, pipe wraps and blown-in insulation.  The state of Florida 
allows builders to use asbestos as building material, but Florida insurance doesn’t pay for asbestos 
removal, so homeowners who find it in their homes must pay the full amount.  The EPA announced 
two years ago that it was evaluating asbestos risks, but would not tell us where they are in that 
process. 
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12.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/08/18 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     *12 
 

*12 The construction of the new Pensacola Bay Bridge is destroying natural shoreline that cost 
millions to build.  It was built in 2000 through a community project called "Project Greenshores."  
Rocks are being dumped in to replace the wetlands.  Jessica Bibza with the National Wildlife 
Foundation feels they are destroying a true treasure.  She said the shoreline has brought tourists to 
our area and has enhanced the quality of life.  She said, "People love to walk, see people birding, 
fishing, kayaking. Locals talk about how they catch crabs in this area.  Dozens of species of birds 
have been sited, it’s a natural haven for wildlife."  Darryl Boudreau was heavily involved in the 
massive community project.  "Thousands of plants were grown through the community, so this wasn't 
like a project like building a bridge where you pay a contractor, this was community based," he said.  
The project cost about $5 million.  While Boudreau is disappointed to see some of it go away, he said 
a new bridge is needed and there is still plenty of natural shoreline left for the public to enjoy.  The 
Department of Transportation told Channel 3 News all permits were approved by the Department of 
Environmental Protection and the rocks are needed to prevent erosion and support the bridge and 
roadway.  The new bridge is expected to be complete summer of 2020. 

 
13.  3 in the Morning 05/11/18 06:00AM/4 minutes News                     *13 
 

*13 As part of our “3 on the Road” series on Fridays in May, our morning team spent this Friday on 
the road in Santa Rosa County.  Sometimes you just need peace, quiet and the beauty of nature.  
But that's no reason to rough it.  There are lots of unique places in Santa Rosa County that combine 
the best of both!  At Coldwater Gardens in Milton, glamping tents give you a getaway with a more 
than a touch of luxury.  Queen size tempurpedic beds, colorful rugs and rustic furniture fill the safari-
style tents, along with mini-fridges and fans.  Outside, there's a firepit where you can cook, socialize, 
and disconnect from internet and TV.  Coldwater Gardens manager Nick Phoenix said, "At night it's 
crickets, coyotes in the distance, and it's very calm and peaceful, we're so far removed from the cities 
that you don't get any noise from traffic or trucks or sirens and it's just peaceful."  We also profiled 
Adventures Unlimited, where there's another kind of getaway.  You can stay in a restored Frisco line 
caboose from 1927!  If you want to climb even higher, it's time to explore the Lorax Loft.  Designed by 
HGTV treehouse designer Pete Nelson, it blends into the surrounding woods, rising up two stories. 
On the other hand, life on the road has its own romance.  You can capture that feeling with the 
Aluminum Cabana, a 27-foot Flying Cloud Airstream parked at Santa Rosa RV Resort near Navarre 
Beach.  The ambience is streamlined luxury near the water, with bikes outside to go exploring, and a 
patio with oversized chairs and a grill.  Whichever one you choose, these Santa Rosa County 
getaways guarantee great memories and stories to tell.  
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14.  Channel 3 News at 5PM 05/15/18 05:00PM/3 minutes News                     *14 
 

*14 A new group in Pensacola called Save Our Structures is trying to save historic homes, rather 
than see them demolished.  The house at 413 North B Street was built in 1905.  It was owned by a 
laborer and a lady that did laundry; it's a typical worker’s home from the 1920s.  It was set to be 
demolished to make way for new construction, but the group convinced the owner to give it away.  
Teresa Hill started the group Save our Structures.  Her group pulls public demolition permits and if a 
home is more than 75 years old she contacts the owner to see if they would be willing to donate it.  
She said, "It's up to us to make sure the next generation gets to walk through these homes and see 
what Pensacola looked like.  We are the oldest settlement in America and we are telling the world 
that, yet we are demolishing it." 

  
15.  Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/16/18 06:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     *15 
 

*15 There's now some hope in the battle against lionfish, an invasive Gulf species killing young 
populations of native fish.  New data is showing they may be expanding into rivers.  Brian Asher with 
Coast Watch Alliance said there is no exact data on how many lionfish are out there but they do 
know "they put over 2 million eggs a year, they breed every 4 days.  So tons of eggs and tons of 
lionfish."  Asher said just recently the University of West Florida conducted a study and found the 
species could be expanding to rivers.  Asher said they are now working closely with many 
organizations to try and control the population.  They are in the beginning phases of allowing local 
fishermen to sell in higher priced markets.  Lionfish traps are also proving to be effective but 
permitting the use of them is still several years away.  But for now, they are hoping to spread 
awareness and get them on more menus across the area.  Hopefully that will encourage more divers 
to catch them.  This weekend there will be a large lionfish awareness festival at the Flora-Bama.  You 
can taste lionfish cooked by celebrity chefs, learn more about lionfish and what's being done to 
control the population. 

 
16.  Channel 3 News at 5PM 05/20/18 05:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     *16 
 

*16 A Lionfish Removal and Awareness Day is being held at the Flora-Bama Yacht Club to educate 
people on how the fish is dangerous to the Gulf waters and why it’s important to help reduce the 
lionfish population.  For decades, lionfish have spread from the Atlantic Coast to the Gulf and have 
started calling our waters home.  Researchers like Escambia County Marine Resources Division 
Manager Robert Turpine said lionfish are a serious threat to Florida’s saltwater fishing industry 
because they are eating young populations of fish at an alarming rate.  "The only way that we can 
minimize the native effects of lionfish is to remove them ourselves," explained Turpine.  Lionfish are 
caught by divers using spearfishing methods.  The festival will also feature celebrity chefs who will 
show demonstrations and give people the opportunity to taste the lionfish for themselves.  The 
Lionfish Removal and Awareness festival will end on Sunday afternoon. 
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17.  Channel 3 News at 10PM 06/26/18 10:00PM/2.5 minutes News                     *17 
 

*17 Each year the Emerald Coast Utilities Authority (ECUA) pumps more than 11 billion gallons of 
water to nearly 200,000 customers.  They're now suing companies who they said sold products 
containing toxic chemicals that contaminated part of this water supply.  "We detected trace amounts 
of this chemical, PFOA and PFOS, and we immediately took the wells offline," said ECUA Board 
Chairwoman Lois Benson.  "So we took proactive action to protect the drinking water."  The 
chemicals are found in a firefighting foam called 'Aqueous Film Forming Foam', also known as AFFF.  
They've been linked to cancer, organ damage, and birth defects.  This foam was used at the 
Pensacola Airport and the Navy's Bronson Field during fire training activities.  The ECUA said since 
2014 it's taken four wells out of service because of this contamination.  Now they hope to recover 
money spent on testing and filtering the water system, and future testing and treatment.  The lawsuit 
claims these companies including 3M Company, Tyco Fire Products LP, Chemguard Inc. knew about 
the dangers of these products, but failed to warn the public. 

 
 
18.  3 in the Morning 06/29/18 06:00AM/1-minute News                     *18 
 

*18 Recycling in Pensacola will resume on Monday.  The City of Pensacola, along with Emerald 
Coast Utilities Authority, wants you to remember to recycle the right way.  Remember to rinse all food 
containers and flatten cardboard boxes before placing them into your recycling cart.  Be sure to also 
place your cart at least three feet away from cars, mailboxes, or any other objects to ensure 
collection.  Pick-up is at 6 a.m. on your designated recycling day. 

 
 
19.  Channel 3 News Dayside 06/29/18 11:00AM/1-minute News                     *19 
 

*19 A group in South Walton County plans to protest a new law they believe will privatize some 
Florida beaches.  Starting Sunday, beaches ruled as privately owned can be blocked off to the public.  
Governor Rick Scott signed the bill into law in March.  Two groups of protestors will walk the beach 
Sunday from Camp Helen State Park and Topsail Hill State Park.  They are calling on state leaders 
to keep Florida beaches public.  "It seems absolutely insane for beach front homeowners to 
suddenly, over the last two to three years say, 'Hold on a minute, we own the beaches and you can't 
access or use that.' and you have for centuries," said protestor Dave Rauschkolb.  The new law 
blocks local government from adopting ordinances to allow continued public entry to privately owned 
beaches.  Instead, any city or county that wants to do that has to get a judge's approval first by suing 
the private landowners. 

 


