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Issue/description: 4. MILITARY AFFAIRS.  Issues of concern to military and civilian 

workers at local bases; military retirees; the military’s impact on our 
area’s economy and lifestyle; military dependents, etc. 

 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 02/09/12 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                    * 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on the issue.  Today’s issue was Women in Combat: “Do you think women should be allowed to serve on 
the front lines of a war?”  The Pentagon is unveiling plans to allow women to serve in thousands of 
military jobs closer to the front lines.  But they will still be barred from serving in the most dangerous 
jobs...as infantry, armor and special operations forces.  The changes open up as many as 14,000 
additional jobs for women, and would have the greatest effect on the Army and Marine Corps.  Women 
make up more than 14 percent of the nation's armed forces.  280,000 women have been sent to Iraq, 
Afghanistan or to jobs in neighboring nations.  Of the more than 63-hundred Americans who've been 
killed, 144 were women.  There long has been opposition to putting women in combat amid concerns 
about their strength and stamina, or whether their presence might hurt unit cohesion.  Some also worry 
that the American public would not tolerate large numbers of women coming home from war in body 
bags.   
 
 
2. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 02/20/12 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** Today’s issue was Military Benefits: “Do you believe same-sex military spouses should receive full 
marriage benefits?”  The U.S Justice Department is backing equal benefits for same-sex couples in the 
military.  The Obama administration says it will not defend the constitutionality of statutes blocking same-
sex military spouses from receiving marriage benefits.  Those benefits include rights to visitation in 
military hospitals, survivor benefits, and burial together in military cemeteries.  Attorney General Eric 
Holder says the Justice Department believes such laws are unconstitutional.  But the administration also 
says it will continue to enforce statutes applying to same-sex military spouses, unless Congress repealed 
them or a court ruling striking them down.  Holder announced nearly a year ago that the Obama 
administration would no longer defend a section of the Defense of Marriage Act that prevents federal 
recognition of same-sex marriages that are legal at the state level.  Holder says laws treating people in 
same-sex marriages differently from heterosexual relationships serve no compelling government  
interest, and violate the constitution's guarantee of equal protection under the law. 
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ISSUE/description:    2. MILITARY AFFAIRS.  Issues of concern to military and civilian 

workers at local bases; military retirees; the military’s impact on our 
area’s economy and lifestyle; military dependents, etc. 

                  
                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
3. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four 02/20/12 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                    *** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*** Today’s issue was troops in Afghanistan: “Do you think U.S. troops should be pulled out of 
Afghanistan immediately?”  The latest ABC News/Washington Post poll shows 60 percent of Americans 
say the war in Afghanistan is not worth fighting.  54 percent say it's time for troops to come home... even 
if the Afghan army isn't prepared to handle security in their country on their own.  Anti-American 
sentiment is rising after the massacre of 16 people, including 9 children, in two Afghan villages.  A master 
sergeant in the U.S. Army is accused of the crime.  The Taliban is promising revenge for the crime.... and 
all Americans in the country have been told to be on alert. 
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