
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WEAR-TV 
Location: Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2009    
 
Issue/description:   4. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 

handicapped, indigent care, mental health, medical trends and 
breakthroughs. 

                                                                 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News - Dayside 04/09/09 11:15AM/5 minutes Public Affairs                    * 
    "The Doctor’s In" 
 
* This is our regular series in which doctors from Sacred Heart Health System discuss various health 
topics and then take viewer calls and answer questions about those topics.  In today’s segment, 
Leslie Estes-Smith, Director of Heart & Vascular Care, discussed new assessment tools for heart 
attack risk that are fast, non-invasive, painless, with no prep.  The following is a list of selected other 
dates and topics for this series: 
 04/21/09 “Peripheral Vascular Disease” 
 05/19/09 “Local Emergency Services” 
 05/20/09 “Trauma Awareness” 
 05/21/09 “Emergency Medical Transportation” 
 05/26/09 “Head and Neck Trauma” 
 06/04/09 “How to Talk to Your Doctor” 
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News - Dayside 04/14/09 11:20AM/5 minutes Public Affairs                  ** 
    "Weigh-In" 
 
** This is a new, weekly series in which Dr. Ken Mitchell of Medi WeightLoss Clinic discusses various 
aspects weight loss and healthy eating, then takes viewer calls and answers questions and gives 
advice on weight loss topics.  Today’s topic was how physician-assisted weight loss programs work.  
The following is a list of selected other dates and topics for this series: 
 04/21/09 “Counting calories” 
 04/28/09 “Nature vs Nurture” 
 05/05/09 “Props vs Crutches” 
 05/12/09 “Lipid screenings” 
 05/19/09 “Magic pills or cures” 
 05/26/09 “Obesity in childhood and adolescence” 
 06/02/09 “Food industry role in weight pandemic” 
 06/09/09 “Bariatric surgery” 
 06/16/09 “Hormones and weight plan” 
 06/23/09 “Fructose epidemic” 
 06/30/09 “The overweight child” 
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3. Channel 3 News First at 4 04/27/09 04:15PM/3 minutes News                 *** 
 
*** Today’s issue was Health Care Reform:   “Would you pay higher taxes so that every American 
could have guaranteed health insurance?”  President Barack Obama has vowed to reform the 
country's costly health care system, which he says is the biggest threat to the nation's economy.  The 
U.S. has the highest health care costs in the world, but it's the only western country that does not 
provide medical coverage to all of its residents.  More than $2.5 trillion will be spent on health care in 
the U.S. this year ... that's $8,160 per U.S. resident.  Sen. Max Baucus, the chairman of the Senate 
Finance Committee, said Friday that every American must have health insurance, and a government-
backed insurance plan is among the plans being considered.  57 percent of the people polled in a 
New York Times survey earlier this month said they would be willing to pay higher taxes so that all 
Americans could have health insurance they can't lose.  38 percent said they would not.  We asked 
our viewers to give us their opinions. 
 
 
4. ABC News Nightline 04/28/09 11:01PM/15 minutes News/Public Affairs      **** 
 
**** Our topic tonight was the Swine Flu outbreak: the facts. 
 
 
5.  Channel 3 News - Dayside 04/29/09 11:15AM/5 minutes Public Affairs              ***** 
    "The Counselor’s In" 
 
***** This is our bi-weekly series in which Mental Health counselors take viewer calls and answer 
questions and give advice on mental health topics.  In today’s segment, Suzanne Cobb of Lakeview 
Center discussed the signs of Postpartum Depression and treatments available.  The following is a 
list of selected other dates and topics for this series: 
 05/27/09 “Substance Abuse and Adolescents” 
 06/24/09 “Heat and Your Emotional Health” 
  
 
6. Straughn & Company 05/31/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                     ****** 
 
****** Our topic for today’s program was Lupus … what it is, who it affects, what can be done to treat 
it, and where you can find help.  Our guests were Dr. Ellen McNight, a Rheumatologist, and Wanda 
Argersinger, Director of the Lupus Support Network and a Lupus patient.  Dr. McNight described 
Lupus as a condition where the body’s immune system begins attacking its own tissue.  There is a 
screening blood test, but it must be accompanied by a host of symptoms, and diagnosis often takes 
years because the symptoms are also indicative of other diseases.  Wanda’s diagnosis took 5 years.  
Wanda spoke about local support groups. 
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7. Channel 3 News First at 4 06/01/09 04:15PM/2 minutes News           ******* 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******* Today’s issue was a local tobacco lawsuit:   “Do you agree with the jury’s award of $30 million 
to the widow of a long-time smoker who died of lung cancer?”  A Pensacola jury on Monday awarded 
a woman a total of 30-million dollars for the death of her husband due to smoking.  Benny Martin was 
a long time smoker who died in 1995 from lung cancer.  Attorneys for his wife, Hilda, convinced a jury 
that the R.J. Reynolds tobacco company conspired to make their product more addictive to 
customers, and withheld information about the dangers of smoking.  On Friday, the jury awarded 
Hilda Martin 5-million dollars in compensatory damages.  On Monday, they awarded her 25-million 
dollars in punitive damages.  And there are dozens more cases like this one pending in the First 
Judicial Circuit of Northwest Florida.   
 
 
8. Channel 3 News First at 4 06/12/09 04:15PM/2 minutes News          ******** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
******** Today’s issue was Tobacco regulations:   “Do you think it's a good idea for the government to 
regulate tobacco?”  President Barack Obama says he's looking forward to signing a bill that would 
give the Food and Drug Administration power to regulate the manufacturing, marketing and sale of 
tobacco.  The President says it's a long time coming.  The Senate passed the bill on Thursday, and 
the House passed the Senate's version on Friday.  The legislation would give the FDA power to ban 
candy and fruit-flavored cigarettes, widely considered appealing to first-time smokers... namely young 
people.  It would prohibit tobacco companies from using terms such as "low tar," "light" or "mild"... 
require larger warning labels on packages... and restrict advertising of tobacco products.  It also 
would require tobacco companies to reduce levels of nicotine in cigarettes.  The group that owns 
tobacco maker Philip Morris says it has reservations about certain provisions, including those that 
could restrict a manufacturer's ability to communicate truthful information to adult consumers about 
tobacco products. 
 
 
9. This Week with 06/14/09 08:00AM/40 minutes Public Affairs         ********* 
    George Stephanopoulos 
 
********* Our guests Kathleen Sebelius, Health and Human Services Secretary; and Former Governor 
Mitt Romney (R-MA) debated the administration’s health insurance plans. 
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10. In Focus 06/14/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                ********** 
 
********** Host Dan Thomas interviewed Holly Benson, former state representative for District 3, 
covering most of Pensacola and Gulf Breeze for 6 years, then Secretary of the Florida Department of 
Business and Professional Regulation, and now Secretary of the Florida Agency for Healthcare 
Administration.  Her department is responsible for Florida’s Medicaid program, serving 2.5 million 
Floridians.  She’s expecting major reforms in health care as early as this fall, in response to President 
Obama’s push for such reform at the national level.  There’s an expectation of a mandate that all 
Americans be covered by health insurance, and much of that responsibility will fall to the states.  She 
favors working with the private sector to provide a range of insurance, instead of a government-
controlled “one-size-fits-all” approach.  Her “Cover Florida” program is an affordable insurance 
product to reach the uninsured, with a $150 per month policy providing preventative and catastrophic 
coverage.  She’s here in Pensacola to announce a $9.6 million grant to the Florida panhandle to 
better connect rural health facilities to larger hospitals. 
 
 
11. Channel 3 News First at 4 06/19/09 04:15PM/2 minutes News      *********** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*********** Today’s issue was Health Care Reform:  “Do you trust the government to come up with a 
good plan for health care reform?”   President Barack Obama is describing the health-care overhaul 
plan put forward by House Democrats today as a "major step" toward the goal of fixing what's 
broken, and "building on what works."   But House Republicans are sharpening their criticism. One 
GOP lawmaker says the plan could cause tens of millions of people to "lose their current health-care 
coverage."   Democrats say the plan would cover nearly all of the nation's 50 million uninsured, as 
Obama has promised. But they're offering few details on how to pay for it.   The House bill includes 
new responsibilities for both individuals and employers to get coverage. It would end insurance 
company practices that deny coverage to the sick. And it would set up a government-sponsored plan 
to compete with private companies.   In the Senate, meanwhile, two committees are getting bogged 
down on the issue, as they try to cope with a price tag of a trillion dollars or more over ten years. 
 
 
12. Primetime: Questions for 06/24/09 09:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs    ************ 
    The President: Prescription for America 
 
************ Charles Gibson and Diane Sawyer moderated a conversation with President Obama 
about the future of the nation’s healthcare system. 
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13. 20/20 06/26/09 09:00PM/20 minutes Public Affairs   ************* 
 
************* President Obama has been promoting his plan for universal healthcare for all Americans.  
But as John Stossel reported, what often sounds like a great idea often has unintended 
consequences. 
 
 
14. ABC News Nightline 06/24/09 11:01PM/30 minutes News/Public Affairs************** 
 
************** Our topic tonight was President Obama and the Healthcare System. 
 
 
15. This Week with 06/28/09 08:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs         *************** 
    George Stephanopoulos 
 
*************** Our guests were David Axelrod, Senior White House Advisor, and Sen. Charles 
Grassley (R-IA), ranking member of the Finance Committee, discussing healthcare reform. 
 
 
16. Straughn & Company 06/28/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs       **************** 
 
**************** The topic for discussion today was the abuse and misuse of prescription drugs.  
Guests were Dr. Irv Williams, Certified Addiction Professional, Vice President of Corporate Diversity 
for Baptist Healthcare and Director of Specialty Services for Lakeview Center; and Marvin Chaffin, 
Licensed Mental Health Counselor and Director of Business and Workforce Development at the 
Behavorial Heath Division of Lakeview Center.  Dr. Williams said this problem is growing across all 
segments from youth to middle-age to retirees, and throughout the workforce.  Chaffin said it has 
increased a lot due to our aging population with their increased need for maintenance drugs, creating 
an abundance of drugs available for misuse and abuse, by both prescribed users and others. They 
discussed regulations to prevent overprescribing of drugs, and resources available for persons to get 
help for their problem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 


