
 
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:   WEAR-TV 
Location: Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2005    
 
 
Issue/description:   5. HEALTH CARE.  Planning, costs, special needs of the elderly and 
   handicapped, indigent care, medical trends and breakthroughs. 
                                                                 
                                                                    
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
  Title              Date        Time/Duration    Program type     Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 04/05/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                   * 
 
* Anti-smoking advocates are calling on the Florida legislature to provide $39 million for the Tobacco 
Control Program.  The program was launched in 1998 with $70 million from the state’s Tobacco 
Settlement.  Since 1998, the state has seen a dramatic drop in youth smoking and tobacco use.  Our 
topic for viewer discussion tonight: “Should Florida lawmakers spend $39 million a year, or more, on 
anti-smoking programs?”  As usual, viewers sent in their comments via e-mail, many of which were 
read on the air, and other viewers phoned in to discuss the issue on the air. 
 
 
2.  HealthSmart Reports 04/06/05 05:11PM/2 minutes News/Public Affairs                 ** 
 
** WEAR airs each of these reports during our 5PM newscast on Monday, Wednesday and Friday; 
on our 6PM newscast Saturday; and on our Sunday 5PM newscast.  Our topic on this newscast was 
the effect of Medicare payment cuts to physicians of 5% next year, up to 26% reduction over a six 
year period.  One third of doctors surveyed by the AMA say they’d be forced to decrease the number 
of new Medicare patients that they’d accept in their practices.  The following list indicates selected 
other dates and topics for this series: 
 04/13/05  05:15PM/1 minute  The 35% rise in non-generic drug prices since 1999; 
 04/18/05  05:12PM/1 minute  Allergy drops, high doses of allergen extract, instead of shots; 
 04/20/05  06:45PM/2 minutes The new government “food pyramid”; 
     05/07/05  06:45PM/2 minutes Migraine treatments/Anti-bacterial soap effectiveness; 
 05/23/05  05:15PM/1 minute  Controversy over sunscreen use, preventing vitamin D production; 
 05/30/05  05:15PM/1 minute  Hidden problems with drugs newly-approved by the FDA.  
 
 
3.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 04/26/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                         *** 
 
*** A man who got a liver transplant after advertising for the organ on Houston billboards has died, 
eight weeks after undergoing the surgery.  Some people complained that by advertising, he got a 
liver that should have gone to someone in greater need.  The national agency that maintains an 
organ waiting list has recommended that hospitals refuse to perform transplants on people who 
advertise for an organ…by any means.  Tonight’s topic: “Should people who need an organ 
transplant be allowed to advertise for one?” 
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4.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 04/27/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                        **** 
 
**** At least 35 states have either adopted or are considering laws to take many over-the-counter 
cold medicines out of the reach of customers…the customers would have to ask a Pharmacist for 
them.  Walmart, Albertsons and Target have also announced that they will move many non-
prescription cold and allergy medications behind the counters.  This is being done because these 
medicines contain Pseudoephedrine, which is used to make Methamphetamine, a powerfully 
addictive illegal drug.  Tonight we discussed this issue with our viewers, to find out if they agreed with 
such laws. 
 
 
5.  ABC News Nightline 05/24/05 11:01PM/30 minutes Public Affairs              ***** 
 
***** Tonight’s topic was Stem-Cell research, with discussion on the fiery debates in the U. S., while 
the rest of the world races ahead with research. 
 
 
6.  This Week with 05/29/05 08:08AM/1 hour Public Affairs             ****** 
     George Stephanopoulos 
 

****** Our topic was the Republican Party and Stem Cell research.  The issue was discussed with 
Senator Arlen Specter (R-PA), Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, and Senator Sam Brownback 
(R-KS). 

 
 
7.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 06/07/05 10:37PM/23 minutes News/Public Affairs          ******* 
 
******* Tonight’s discussion centered on whether Congress should pass a law to allow for the medical 
use of marijuana. 
 
 
8.  In Focus 06/19/05 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs          ******** 
 
******** Many Americans visit their doctor only once a year for an annual physical exam.  This is 
usually a short exam, a discussion of your overall health, and some blood tests.  But there is now a 
unique program on the Gulf Coast that offers a comprehensive one-day medical evaluation called the 
“Executive Physical”.  On today’s program, Dr. Joe Story, Medical Director of the Portofino Medical 
Spa in Gulf Breeze and developer of the program, explained why he believes the program will help 
individuals to live a healthier, longer life.   
 


	BM_1_

