
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2005   
 
ISSUE/description:                2. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, flood 

conditions, forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening 
conditions.  

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                   Description 
 
1.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 04/06/05 10:37PM/23 minutes News                                    * 
 
* In Escambia and Santa Rosa counties combined, there are nearly 30 fire stations that are partially or 
completely staffed by volunteers.  Within the last few years, the number of state-required training hours for those 
volunteer firefighters went up – to a minimum of 160 hours.  Some local volunteer firefighters say that new 
requirement has caused a drop in the number of volunteers, and thus slowed response time.  Others contend 
the fall in numbers is simply following a downward trend in volunteerism nationwide.  Our question for discussion 
tonight: “Why is the number of volunteer firefighters decreasing in Northwest Florida?”    
 
 
2.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 05/04/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                                  ** 
      
** About a month ago we asked our viewers on “eXtra” whether the Blue Angels Air Show should be moved from 
Pensacola Beach this year, due to concerns about hurricane damage and public safety.  Back then, 61% of our 
voting viewers said the show should move.  Tonight we’re offering the debate again, as local officials have failed 
to come to agreement.  “Should the Blue Angels air show be moved from Pensacola Beach this summer?”  The 
issue was discussed with viewers on-air, plus comments via e-mail were read and discussed. 
 
 
3.  In Focus  05/15/05 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                             *** 
   
*** This week’s topic was Water Safety.  The beach, bayous, rivers and backyard pools all offer great 
recreational opportunities, but they can also be dangerous.  Having a lifeguard with your kids when in the water 
is the best safety idea, but not always possible.  The next best thing is to train the kids to be lifeguards 
themselves.  Lifeguard Camp aboard NAS Pensacola gives kids the knowledge and skills they need to stay out 
of trouble in the water, and to save themselves and others.  Our guest Vicki Balog, Aquatics Specialist with the 
Morale, Welfare and Recreation Office aboard NAS Pensacola, showed how kids can learn to be safe around 
the water, and have fun too.   
 
 
4.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 05/17/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                               **** 
      
**** Supporters of stricter seat belt laws won a victory this year when the Florida legislature passed a bill to let 
police stop drivers and passengers younger than 18 who are not wearing a seat belt.  The bill would not apply to 
adults.  Governor Bush supports the idea, but it is part of a bigger bill that he still has to examine.  Officers say 
determining age will be a judgment call, and the FHP expects there will be a transition period while they train 
and determine the best way to enforce the new law.  Tonight we asked our viewers whether they favored this 
law, and did they think it was enforceable.   
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ISSUE/description:                 2. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, flood 

conditions, forest fires, and  other life-threatening or property-threatening 
conditions.  
  

                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                    Description 
 
5.  Storm Watch 2005 05/27/05 07:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                                      ***** 
 
***** Four days before the official start of the 2005 hurricane season, and with the experience gained during 
Hurricane Ivan, WEAR produced and aired our annual hurricane preparedness and safety program.  The 
program was hosted by our Chief Meteorologist, Allen Strum, with reports from our Meteorologists Kathryn 
Daniel and Christian Garman.  The program provided viewers with information on what to do before, during, and 
after a hurricane strike, with localized information on storm shelters and evacuation routes.  
 
 
6. Tropical Storm Arlene  06/10/05   10:07AM/4 minutes News                             ****** 
     Updates  01:14PM/7 minutes 
  04:00PM/3 minutes 
  07:00PM/5 minutes 
 
****** This morning, the National Weather Service issued a Tropical Storm Watch including portions of our 
viewing area.  As is our standard procedure, we started airing storm updates every three hours.  When the NWS 
issued a Tropical Storm Warning early the following morning, and again as our standard procedure, we began 
airing these updates every 30 minutes, throughout the day on Saturday, 06/11/05 as the storm made landfall 
west of Pensacola.  These updates, each 2 to 10 minutes in length, gave information on the position and 
strength of the storm, shelters opening, business closings and event cancellations, and tips on storm recovery. 
 
 
7.  In Focus 06/12/05   10:30AM/10 minutes Public Affairs                            ******* 
                 
******* In this segment of our weekly program, we discussed windstorm insurance as related to hurricanes, and 
also gave a reminder and recap of the provisions of the Florida Sales Tax holiday on Hurricane Supplies, which 
ends today. 
 
  
8.  Channel 3 News - eXtra 06/27/05 10:37PM/23 minutes Public Affairs                              ******** 
  
******** News coverage of the two latest shark attacks in Northwest Florida has spread around the globe.  
Saturday’s attack was shown in China, and yesterday’s attack has fueled another round of intense coverage.  
The International Shark Attack File says there were only 61 cases of unprovoked shark attacks worldwide last 
year, only 7 of which were fatal.  That means you have a far higher risk of being injured or killed by a power tool, 
than by a shark attack.  So for tonight’s discussion, we asked our viewers: “Is news coverage of shark attacks 
overblown?”  Approximately 60% of the viewers commenting said the public safety factor warranted the heavy 
coverage. 
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