
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      June 30, 2009   
 
ISSUE/description:    3. CRIME:  Causes; results; prevention; juvenile crime; domestic 

violence; costs to society.   
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type         Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News First at 4 04/02/09 04:04PM/4 minutes News/Public Affairs                        * 
    "Fugitive Task Force" and every Thursday of this quarter 
 
* This is a regularly scheduled segment every Thursday wherein officers from either the Pensacola 
Police Department or Escambia County Sheriff’s office are in our studios to man phone banks where 
citizens can call in to give tips about wanted fugitives who are suspected to be in our area.  Reporter 
Greg Neumann interviews the officers to present a profile of the fugitives and details about their 
criminal activity, and then we come back for updates later in this program and also in our 5PM 
Newscast and 6PM Newscast.  Tip calls have resulted in several arrests, some within hours of our 
broadcasts. 
 
 
2. 20/20 04/10/09 09:00PM/1 hour Public Affairs                       ** 
 
** When it comes to protecting yourself, you may think “if I only had a gun.”  But if you had a gun, 
could you protect yourself in a crisis?  How easy is it to obtain a gun?  And what explains the nearly 
irresistible attraction of young people to firearms?  Diane Sawyer investigated, with reporting by 
David Muir. 
 
 
3. ABC News Nightline 04/21/09 11:01PM/15-minutes News/Public Affairs                  *** 
 06/04/09 11:01PM/15-minutes 
 
*** Our topic on 04/21/09 was “White Collar Criminals”. 
Our topic on 06/04/09 was “Stolen Identity”. 
 
 
4. Channel 3 News First at 4 04/23/09 04:04PM/4 minutes News                **** 
    Channel 3 News at 5PM  05:04PM/3 minutes 
    Channel 3 News at 6PM  06:00PM/5 minutes 
 
**** After reporting on several home burglaries in recent weeks, we staged a “live event”, working with 
the Escambia County Sheriff’s division that investigates home burglaries, in which we showed how 
easy it is for burglars to get into and out of viewers homes.  Officers posed as burglars, and our 
cameras followed their moves inside while another deputy described what usually happens during 
such crimes.  We showed our setup and explained the concept during our 4PM newscast, then did 
the live “burglary” during our 5PM newscast, and then showed a recap in our 6PM newscast, followed 
by a package on how to best protect your home. 
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5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 04/28/09 06:01PM/3 minutes News              ***** 
     
***** Reporter Jake Peterson explained “sexting”, the sending of sexually explicit photos by cell 
phone, and why law enforcement considers this to be distribution of child pornography.  In a well-
publicized incident last year at Hobb’s Middle School in Milton, a 14-year-old was arrested for 
sending nude pictures of a female student.  He wasn’t prosecuted, but did receive school 
suspension.  Lieutenant Jud Beedy with the Daphne Police Department said his department dealt 
with a similar case, but they did prosecute four students aged 11 to 13.  Judge Carmen Bosche 
handled that misdemeanor case, and said some sexting cases could turn into a lifetime of trouble for 
the offender, and recommended parents check their child’s phone and talk to their children about the 
dangers of sexting. 
 
 
6.  Channel 3 News First at 4 05/05/09 04:15PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                ****** 
      “Your 3 Cents”     
                       
****** This is our daily segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today’s issue … “Do you believe juveniles convicted of certain violent crimes 
should be eligible for a life sentence?”  This was brought about by the news today that the U.S. 
Supreme Court will hear the case of a Pensacola man who has been in state prison since he was 13-
years-old, convicted of raping a 72-year-old woman in 1989.  Lawyers argue that life imprisonment 
for juveniles violated the constitution’s ban on cruel and unusual punishment.  The justices are 
expected to hear and decide the case in October.  So far, 89% of viewers who responded to our 
online poll said they favor the life sentence.  Most felt that juveniles who commit these types of 
crimes grow into adults who do the same thing. 
 
 
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/12/09 06:04PM/2 minutes News           ******* 
     
******* We talked with several residents in the Warrington area about the increase in crime since the 
removal of the Sheriff’s substation and the grounding of the department’s helicopter, both done to 
save money.  They complained of the drug dealing and rise in gang activity.  But the Community 
Redevelopment Agency is also working hard to change the image in Warrington, by beefing up code 
enforcement, paying for extra deputies to patrol the area, and repaving sidewalks.  Residents still 
want to see more police officers regularly canvassing the area. 
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8. Channel 3 News First at 4 05/13/09 04:35PM/3 minutes News          ******** 
    Channel 3 News at 6PM  06:02PM/3 minutes 
    Channel 3 News at 10PM  10:00PM/5 minutes 
 
******** A local girl was saved from being part of human trafficking right here on the Gulf Coast.  Her 
story was featured on NBC’s “Today” show.  At 4pm we interviewed a local organization about what 
they do to monitor human trafficking along the panhandle.  At 6pm we told the local girl’s story about 
what happened to her.  At 10pm we told more details of her story, and then expanded to include 
other incidents that the group monitors and what parents should talk with their teens and kids about 
to stay safe. 
 
 
9. Channel 3 News at 6PM 05/29/09 06:00PM/2 minutes News         ********* 
     
********* Escambia County Sheriff David Morgan discussed gang activity in the Brownsville 
community, funded mainly by drugs, but now with a growing trade in prostitution using 11 to 16-year-
old Hispanic girls.  Pastor Rodney Jones of New World Believer’s Ministries was once a thug in this 
area, but now he’s changed, and wants to help eradicate some of the violence and crime and drugs 
in the community…exactly the kind of cooperation the Sheriff is hoping for from Church and 
Community leaders.  They both talked about the efforts currently underway to reclaim the streets in 
the area. 
 
 
10.  Straughn & Company 06/07/09 09:00AM/30 minutes Public Affairs            ********** 
      
********** Our guest was Walter McNeil, Secretary of the Florida Department of Corrections.  McNeil 
was in law enforcement for 30 years, then was tapped by Governor Crist to head the Department of 
Juvenile Justice.  After a year of that, Crist asked him to move over to the Department of Corrections.  
He is challenged, with a near 100 thousand population of inmates, to protect public safety and 
department personnel, to provide proper care and supervision of all offenders, while assisting (where 
appropriate) their reentry into society.  He favors rehabilitating offenders and driving down the 32% 
recidivism rate instead of building more prisons.  He sees the down economy as one driver of crime, 
but the major factor is drug use.  He thinks the best way to prevent crime is better education to 
provide people with employable skills, and reducing drug use…invest in these programs rather than 
building prisons. 
 
 


