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Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2008 
 
ISSUE/description:    5. EDUCATION:  Local availability of higher education; teacher salaries 
 and benefits; crime and violence in schools; curriculum matters; method
 of handling poorly performing schools and teachers; school vouchers;  
 costs; minority concerns. 
                                                                          
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
    Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type            Description 
1. Channel 3 News at 6PM 07/29/08 06:03PM/2 minutes News                     * 
 
* We reported on the Holt Academy computer lab.  State Representative Gary Evers says the 
Academy has the right idea – start kids on computers early, and provide access throughout their 
educational careers.  We interviewed students heading into their senior year and they said internet 
access isn‟t just convenient, it‟s necessary to keep up with classwork and prepare for college.  The 
academy plans to offer internet access to older students and adults at a nominal fee, and is seeking 
grants for afterschool tutoring programs. 
 
2. Channel 3 News First at 4 08/15/08 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                  ** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** The start of school is just a couple days away in Florida, and just over a thousand Escambia County 
students who were preparing to walk to school…will now be able to take a bus.  In an effort to save 
about a half-million dollars per year, the school board voted last month to extend the middle school 
walk-zone from one and a half miles from schools, to two miles.  The state does no provide 
transportation funding for students who live within two miles.  For years the local district has foot the 
bus-bill for elementary and middle schoolers who live closer than that, and many parents wanted it to 
stay that way, concerned about their children‟s safety.  After discussing the issue at a Friday morning 
workshop, the board says they‟ll vote to go back to the shorter walk zones at next week‟s meeting.  
The change won‟t take effect until September 8, so about a thousand students will have to walk or 
have someone drive them to school for a couple weeks. 
 
3. Channel 3 News First at 4 08/19/08 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                 *** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
*** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their 
opinions on the issue.  Today‟s issue … “Do you believe the drinking age should be lowered to 18?”  
College presidents from about 100 of the nation‟s best-known universities are calling on lawmakers to 
consider lowering the drinking age from 21 to 18.  They say current laws actually encourage 
dangerous binge drinking on campus.  But Mothers Against Drunk Driving says lowering the drinking 
age would lead to more fatal car crashes.  The group accuses the presidents of misrepresenting 
science and looking for an easy way out of an inconvenient problem.  Both sides agree alcohol abuse 
by college students is a huge problem.  Research shows more than 40% of college students reported 
at least one symptom of alcohol abuse or dependence.  The group of college presidents says college 
students will drink no matter what, but do so more dangerously when it‟s illegal.  Other college 
administrators sharply disagree that lowering the drinking age would help. 
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4. Channel 3 News First at 4 08/22/08 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs               **** 
    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today‟s topic was “School Spanking”.  A Joint report form the American Civil Liberties Union and 
„Human Rights Watch‟ says more than 200,000 children were spanked or paddled in U.S. schools last 
year.  The groups say corporal punishment discourages learning, and even provokes misbehavior in 
kids.  They also claim black students and students with mental or physical disabilities get a 
disproportionately high number of spankings.  According to the U.S. Department of Education, 21 
states permit spanking in schools, and it‟s used frequently in 13 of them – including Florida and 
Alabama.  Most states leave it up to individual districts to decide whether corporal punishment should 
be allowed, and many districts allow parents to opt-out of it, signing a waiver stating they don‟t want 
their child spanked.  The Mobile County school district in Alabama, among other districts, has banned 
the practice. 
 
 
5. The Armstrong Williams Show 08/23/08 06:30AM/30 minutes Public Affairs                        ***** 
 
***** Our guest was Stephen J. Trachtenberg, former President of George Washington University, 
who discussed the challenges of higher education in American colleges and universities. 
 
 
6. 3 in the Morning 09/30/08 06:33AM/2 minutes News              ****** 
 
****** We profiled the Work-Study Program offered by the Financial Aid Office at the University of 
West Florida.  Students on the program are keeping an eye on the slumping economy, but aren‟t 
worried about losing the aid because UWF is a direct lending institution – it gets financial aid money 
from the Department of Education rather than private lenders.  Financial aid advisors anticipate more 
student loan applications next year, and unless the economy improves many could be rejected. 


