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ISSUE/description:  7. EBOLA.  The African epidemic of the deadly disease traveled to          
                                                              America, and health officials scrambled to prepare for a possible  
                                                       outbreak. 
 
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 

Title Date  Time/Duration  Program type    Description 
1. Channel 3 News - Dayside 10/02/14  11:05AM/1 minute News                   * 
 

* The Epilepsy Foundation of Florida is hosting a public forum today about medical marijuana in 

Pensacola.  The organization supports the use of medical marijuana and its derivatives to treat Epilepsy 

and other seizures.  The panel includes doctors, law enforcement, and a patient with Epilepsy.  The 

forum will be held at the West Florida Public Library on Spring Street tonight from 6 pm to 8:30 pm. 
 

2. Channel 3 News 1
st
 at Four 10/08/14 04:21PM/3 minutes Public Affairs                          ** 

     “Your Three Cents” 
** This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions 
on that issue.  Today’s issue was: “Do you think the U.S. should enact a travel ban on West African 
nations hardest hit by Ebola?”  Five of America's busiest airports will implement new steps to guard 
against Ebola.  Travelers arriving from the hardest-hit West African nations will have to go through an 
additional layer of screening to detect anyone who might have the deadly virus.  Florida's senior U.S. 
Senator Bill Nelson says it's time for the federal government to consider a temporary suspension of most 
travel visas issued to people in those countries.  But the CDC and the White House fear that an outright 
ban on travel would prevent help from getting to the hot zones ... and prevent American aid workers who 
become infected from coming home for treatment.   
 
3. 3 in the Morning 10/09/14 05:38AM/4 minutes News                *** 
 

*** The Obama administration announced Wednesday that airline passengers arriving from the three 

West African countries experiencing an unprecedented Ebola outbreak will now be screened for potential 

exposure to the deadly disease when they arrive at five major U.S. airports. We provided viewers with 

five major things they need to know about the screenings. 
 
4. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/10/14 10:17PM/2 minutes News              **** 
 

**** Today, the Florida Department of Health was notified by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) that testing on the individual in Miami has been concluded and the results are negative 

for Ebola.  The Department continues outreach efforts to hospitals, health care providers and first 

responders to ensure that Florida remains prepared to respond if an Ebola case is diagnosed in Florida.  

 The Department of Health (DOH) has established Incident Management Teams at the county level to 

prepare for coordinating response, preparing care protocols, and scheduling educational seminars with 

local partners and officials.   DOH-Okaloosa - Health Officials assisted the United States Air Force bases 

at Eglin and Hurlburt Field with review of procedures and collective response capabilities for returning 

military, reservists, and contractors from impacted countries. 
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5. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/14/14 10:00PM/3 minutes News             ***** 
 

***** Tonight an Ebola scare occurred in Mobile, Alabama.  The University of South Alabama Emergency 

Department and Infectious Disease Specialists say after their evaluation, a patient does not meet the 

CDC's screening requirements of Ebola.  The Mobile County Health Department says a woman was 

taken to USA Medical Center in Mobile by ambulance with vague 'Ebola' like symptoms today.  The 

woman has family in Africa but no one from her family has traveled from there recently.  In the past few 

weeks, the Ebola scare has triggered dozens, if not hundreds of false alarms across the country.  Last 

week, an airport in Birmingham was essentially shut down when a traveler threw-up on a flight.  Given the 

high mortality rate from the virus and a rather generic mix of early symptoms, people are simply scared.  

The Mobile County Health Department says the response by the paramedics and hospital staff was 

carried out well.   
  
 
6. 3 in the Morning 10/16/14 06:10AM/2 minutes News            ****** 
 

****** Florida wants to spend more than $7 million to help the state prepare for a possible outbreak of 

Ebola.  State officials told the U.S. government they want to use federal grants to buy full body suits for 

health care workers who may have contact with any potential victims.  Governor Rick Scott previously 

asked for 100 suits from the federal government, but the request has not been granted. Florida also 

asked for 30 additional Ebola testing kits from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

Florida does not have any confirmed cases of the virus, which is transmitted through direct contact with 

bodily fluids and not through the air.  Scott on Wednesday also asked federal officials to brief Florida 

hospitals in the next 48 hours on how to be prepared. 

 

 
7. Channel 3 News at 6PM 10/18/14 06:33PM/2 minutes News          ******* 
 

******* Governor Scott announced today that the CDC has agreed to two of the state's requests for 

enhancing Florida's Ebola preparedness efforts.  That includes holding a conference call with healthcare 

workers, and federal approval of the state's repurpose of more than $7 million in federal grant funding.  

The CDC has still not given the state the additional 27 testing kits that Governor Scott requested. 
 
 

8. Channel 3 News 1
st
 at Four 10/20/14 04:20PM/2 minutes Public Affairs                 ******** 

     “Your Three Cents” 
******** Today’s issue was: “Are you concerned about a large outbreak of the Ebola virus in the U.S.?”  
Forty out of the 48 people who've been closely monitored for the Ebola virus in Texas have been given 
the all clear.  All had close contact with Thomas Duncan... the Liberian man who died in a Dallas hospital 
after coming to the U.S. already infected with the virus.  But despite the few isolated cases of the disease 
in America... most Americans are concerned about a widespread outbreak here.  52-percent of the 
people surveyed by the "Harvard School of Public Health" say they are concerned about a large 
outbreak.  46 percent say they are not concerned and 1-percent were unsure. 
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9. Channel 3 News at 10PM 10/22/14 10:04PM/2 minutes News       ********* 
 

********* With Ebola on US soil, Eglin Air Force Base has begun to prepare itself in the event of an 

outbreak.  Today, they held a training exercise for that reason.  The surrounding community will benefit 

from their being prepared.  Every year, Eglin trains to handle the outbreak of a deadly disease. 

 Lieutenant Colonel Janelle Robertson says preparedness for Ebola, or any other deadly disease, could 

help save lives.  "It has Ebola specific aspects to it, but it's also very large in the more general sense. It's 

to test how to contain a disease outbreak, regardless of what it is."  Eglin's entire facility, from top 

commanders to base security, is involved in the training.  County health organizations and locals 

hospitals are as well.  "Eglin Air Force Base is a part of a greater Okaloosa County, so we have to take 

them into account. In any real life situation, we would be reporting with them, working with them as a 

partner organization. So it's not A or B, it's A and B."  

 
10. Channel 3 News at 5PM 10/26/14 05:04PM/1 minute News               *10 
 

*10 Governor Rick Scott is ordering twice daily monitoring for anyone returning to Florida from places the 

CDC has designated as affected by Ebola.  Scott signed the order yesterday, giving the Florida Health 

Department authority to monitor individuals for 21 days.  Scott says his administration asked the CDC to 

identify risk levels of returning individuals from specific parts of Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone, but has 

not received information.  The Governor said in a statement that the Health Department has already used 

a CDC web program to identify four individuals who returned to Florida after traveling to areas with Ebola. 

 

11. Channel 3 News - Dayside 11/30/14 11:03AM/3 minutes News               *11 
 

*11 The Ebola scare has subsided in the United States, at least temporarily, but an Alabama 

manufacturer is still trying to catch up with a glut of orders for gear to protect against the disease.  The 

family-owned Kappler Inc. of Guntersville typically gets only a few orders annually for the type of suit 

needed by health workers who are in contact with Ebola patients.  That changed once the disease 

showed up in Texas, Kappler vice president of marketing Dennis Sanders said. Quickly, orders were 

flooding in for thousands of the company's Provent 10,000 coverall.  Other U.S. manufacturers also have 

reported seeing spikes in orders for protective gear, including surgical face mask manufacturer Kimberly-

Clark. In China, Weifang Lakeland Safety Products has said it is doubling capacity to meet the demand 

for coveralls.  Kappler is the only company making protective suit entirely in the United States.  While the 

company is now working through old orders, Sanders said he expects another round of new orders if 

Ebola again becomes a lead topic for news in the United States. 

 

 

 


