
 
TELEVISION QUARTERLY ISSUES-PROGRAMS REPORT 
 
 
Station:             WEAR-TV 
Location:            Pensacola, FL 
Quarter ending:      September 30, 2011   
 
ISSUE/description:                3. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 

forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions.  
                                                                         
How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                     
Description 
 
1. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four   07/12/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                              * 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
* This is our regular segment where we present a current issue and solicit viewer input of their opinions on the 
issue. Today’s issue was “A Bridge Too Low?:  Do you think the City of Pensacola should do more to warn 
drivers about the low clearance on the 17th Ave. train trestle?”   In less than a week...two trucks have rammed 
into the 17th Avenue train trestle in Pensacola.  Over the years, dozens of trucks have had the same fate.  
Despite signs warning of the low clearance, drivers regularly plow into the bridge deck.... usually destroying the 
tops of their vehicles.  The bridge's clearance is only 10 feet 8 inches.  The average delivery truck is over 13 feet 
high.... and the minimum clearance for an overpass on an interstate is 16 and a half feet.  The City of Pensacola 
says there are more high-tech warning systems for the 17th Avenue problem, but they don't plan to make any 
changes.  They say there are multiple signs with flashing lights before you hit "graffiti bridge" and the 
responsibility falls on drivers.  
 
 
2. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four   07/20/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                             ** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
** Today’s issue was “Smoking Lawsuits:   Do you think tobacco companies should pay people who get sick 
from tobacco?”   The Florida Supreme Court on Tuesday declined to hear R.J. Reynolds’ appeal of a $28.3 
million verdict in the death of a Pensacola smoker.  That let's the award stand.... at least for now.  The 
court's decision could also strip R.J. Reynolds and other tobacco companies of a key strategy for defending 
thousands of Florida lawsuits filed by sick smokers or their survivors.  8,000 lawsuits have been filed against 
cigarette companies in Florida alone by sick smokers and their families.  Those lawsuits began stacking up after 
the Supreme Court said in 2006 that such cases had to be heard individually.  R.J. Reynolds challenged the way 
lower courts applied the 2006 decision, arguing the widow of Benny Martin was not forced to prove the 
company’s liability.  The cigarette maker had used the same strategy in defending other cases.  R.J. Reynolds 
immediately vowed to appeal the case to the U.S. Supreme Court. 
 
 
3. Channel 3 News at 5PM 08/12/11 05:00PM/2 minutes News                                     *** 
 
*** We reported on a 16-week course that prepares students for the state certification exam, a new requirement 
to get a job as an Emergency Dispatcher in Florida.  The class is called 9-1-1 Public Safety Communication, and 
includes lectures, lab assignments and visits to emergency dispatch centers in Escambia and Santa Rosa 
counties.  Some lectures will be available online, and students will meet once per week for five hours and 
Pensacola State College’s Warrington campus. 
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ISSUE/description:                3. PUBLIC SAFETY.  Informing the public about hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, 

forest fires, or other life-threatening or property-threatening conditions.  
                                                                                                                            
                   .  

How Issue was treated (Program, PSA, etc.): 
 
     Title    Date  Time/Duration  Program type                     
Description 
 
4. Channel 3 News 1

st
 at Four   08/17/11 04:20PM/3 minutes News/Public Affairs                           **** 

    “Your 3 Cents” 
 
**** Today’s issue was “Cigarette Warnings:    Do you think tobacco companies should be forced to put graphic 
images and larger warnings on their cigarette packs?”  Five tobacco companies are now suing the federal 
government over new warning labels due out next year.  They want a judge to put a stop to new graphic labels 
on cigarettes that include pictures of a sewn-up corpse of a smoker... and pictures of diseased lungs.   Half of 
each cigarette package will have to display one of those new labels.  The companies say the labels aren't just 
warnings... but outright attempts to tell consumers not to buy their products.  The companies say the warnings 
violate their free speech rights.  According to the FDA, tobacco use is the leading cause of premature and 
preventable death in the United States, and claims almost half a million lives each year.  The FDA says the new 
labels are expected to have a significant public health impact by decreasing the number of smokers, resulting in 
lives saved, increased life expectancy, and lower medical costs. 
 
 
5. Channel 3 News at 6PM 08/19/11 06:00PM/3 minutes News                          ***** 
 
***** We reported on a campaign by the Escambia Sheriff’s office to place signs near major intersections with a 
message of “Don’t give money to panhandlers…if you want to help the needy, donate to charity.”  Deputies say 
it’s all about improving public safety.  They say intoxicated panhandlers are stepping out into the roadway, and 
motorists stopping when they have a green light to go…both creating dangerous traffic conditions.  The 
panhandlers say they’re out of work, homeless, and just trying to get money for food.  But the Sheriff and many 
local residents hope the campaign works, citing both safety reasons and the desire to make our area look more 
attractive for tourists. 
 
 
6. Channel 3 News at 6PM 09/01/11 05:03PM/2 minutes News                         ****** 
 
****** Laura Hussey reported that the surf has definitely kicked up on Okaloosa Island, to about 5-ft. waves.  
She spoke with one deputy who got in the water and was swept 200 meters west in less than a minute.  
Okaloosa Beach Safety Director Rich Huffnagle said extra lifeguards would be on duty for the holiday weekend, 
making sure beachgoers knew to stay out of the water if red flag conditions exist.  Huffnagle reminded viewers 
that a double red flag meant the beach was closed, and violators would be ticketed or arrested.  The double red 
is used strictly in emergencies, not as a preventive measure.  The last time the double-red was used was during 
Hurricane Ike in 2008. 
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